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‘SHADOW

PETA and Frank Baker enjoy an apparently comfortable retirement life in a detached
bungalow in Caversham. They are typical of so many middle class members of our
Christian community for whom life has obviously been kind and easy.

Just how wrong can
firstimpressions be! Peta
was born in a town in
East Germany, in Silesia,
an area that after having
been German for several
hundred years was in
1945 awarded to Poland,
pending the conclusion
of apeacetreaty thathas
not been ratified to this
day. Some of her relatives
were expelled and from
others she has never
heard again. Until Hitler
came to power, she was
living in Germany sur-
rounded by street
violence and hungry,
unemployed people,
queuing for their daily
food albeit within the
security of aloving fami-
ly. This security was shat-
tered when the Nazis
gained control and her
father who opposed the
regime, suffered
discrimination. - Her
mother’s health gave way
under the strain which
resulted inaseries of ner-
vous breakdowns. By the
outbreak of war in 1939,
the family were living in
Austria. When her father
was fighting in Russia,
Peta’s mother was taken
to a mental hospital and
Peta, a fourteen year old
girl, had to fend for
herself.

How do you cope in
situations like this? What
role does religion play?
In her book Peta
describes the mounting
terrors of war and how in

the face of horror upon
horror her faith in God
was gradually eroded.
The end of war brought
little relief. Peta was cap-
tured by the advancing
Russian army and
escaped in a nightmare
flight through the moun-
tains into British oc-
cupied Carinthia.
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But even in the midst of
these dark hours, the
seeds of future faith and
hope were being sown.
In September ‘45 she met
a British officer, Frank,
and it was this meeting
that started the gradual
rebuilding of her faith in
God. In post war Europe
though happy endings
were not too easily
achieved.

After an idyllic nine
months interlude in
Austria, Frank was
demobbed and had to
return to England. Then
began the long wait for
the ban on marriages
between aliens to be
lifted. Shortly - after
Frank’s departure Peta
and her mother had to
leave Austria by cattle
truck, leaving all their
belongings behind.

They travelled in the
hope of rejoining Peta’s
father who had in the
meantime been ap-
pointed Chief of Policein
Cologne. On arrival in

Cologne they found that
he had been arrested
under suspicion of war
crimes to be finally
released after ayear’sin-
ternment with an admis-
sion of mistaken identity.

The book unfolds a
continuing saga of hard-
ships leading ultimately
to betrayal by her father.
Peta tells how she learn-
ed to overcome her
hatred of her father, how
she married Frank and
how her mother came to
live in England.

‘Shadow of War’ is not
however a story about
thesuffering and oppres-
sion of war. Itis the story
of how ordinary men and
women can turn to God
and overcome evil. The
shadow in “Shadow of
War” is, like all shadows,
surrounded by light and
the book can help us all
to look out of the
darkness of our own
shadow, be it illness,
bereavement, poverty or
unemployment and see
the light of faith, the
beacon of hope and the
fire of love that the Chris-
tian message can give us
all.

The book was not
originally written for
publication but for Peta’s
grandchildren at their re-
quest. It is due to the
determination of Sandy,
the eldest of these that it
was submitted for
publication.

Frank Baker is a

BUGS BOTTOM
MUST BE SAVED

THE hundreds of
people who packed
Caversham Primary
School ‘early in
February were clear
evidence that Bugs
Bottom remains the
major issue facing
Caversham.
Organised by the

Bugs Bottom Action C

Group, the meeting
was addressed by

Stuart Hylton, for
Reading Borough
Council, Sir Gerard
Vaughan M.P., and
Dr. Christina Hill of
Sane Planning in the
South East (SPISE).
Stuart Hylton made
it clear that at this
stage the case lay en-
tirely with the High
ourt where it would
be judged solely on
legal grounds. Sir

Gerard Vaughan said
Christopher Patten
was not prepared to
intervene whilst the
case was pending in
the High Court. Dr.
Hill said that SPISE,
which had been close-
ly involved with the
Foxley Wood case, has
always worked with

Reader at St. Peter’s
church Caversham. He
and Peta helped Bishop
Morris Maddocks and
his wife Anne to found
the Acorn Christian
Healing Trust in 1984. It
aims to re-establish the
ancient partnership bet-
ween Church and
Medicine.  Christian
Healing, to use Bishop
Maddocks’ words, is
‘meeting Christ at the
point of our need. Frank
and Peta ran a course in
Christian Healing in
Caversham in which
members of various
Caversham  churches,
Anglican, Catholic, Bap-
tist, Methodist and
Chapel on the Hill, par-
ticipated. Out of this
grew an ecumenical
healing prayer group
with a helpline for re-
quest for prayer.
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“Shadow of War” is
published by Lion in
paperback at £3.99 on
March 30th. Copies will
be available from Caver-
sham Bookshop and St.
Peter’s Church Bookstali.
Orders may beplacedin
advance.

Read in 4,000 homes

“PRICE 15p

From a childhood
scarred by war to a
search for healing
one woman’s
moving story

Peta and Frank Baker today.
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TALKING POINT

By Rev. Richard Kingsbury
Rector, St. Peter's & St. Margaret's

SOCIAL DEVIANTS
OR
GODSBODIES?

GARRY and Jerry have just had supper with
us. if it wasn’t them it would have been Tom-
my, Shaun, Geordie, Jack, or any of the dozen
or so who come to the Rectory week in, week
out.

They are homeless, travelling, unemployed
men. And they're getting younger each year.
Why they find us a soft touch is neither here
nor there. They come. We talk, we laugh a
great deal, whether or not we can help them.
Only very rarely do we have a troublesome
customer.

They come to Reading and skulk round
Reading looking for work. Jobs are here.
Reasonable accommodation is not here. The
town has a couple of short-stay hostels.
Reading has more men sleeping rough than
we realise.

We can analyse these men’s psychological
problems, produce learned reports, waffle in
synods, but at the end of every day our
Emergency Accommodation Project and the
Salvation Army Hostel pick up the bill. They
turn men away nightly. Men huddle overnight
on Reading’s prestigous office building sites
and in consumers’ car parks, hoping tomor-
row their luck will turn.

A sense of place

We all have instinctive ‘feelings’ about
places. There are villages, towns even, or parts
of the country where we immediately feel ‘at
home’. Perhaps stone-age Tilehurstians gazed
into their fires and shook their heads in
wonder: ‘Blimey, those Caversham tribes are
a rum lot — their caves just feel, well, odd . . .’

Uproot someone from their ‘natural habitat’
and you've got problems. Move into a place
yourself where you don't instantly feel at ease
and you'll never really settle down. But if you
can't rely on a good ‘sense of place’, upon
what will you rely for your sense of well-being?

Gary was born in Liverpool. Jerry comes
from Cornwall. An unlikely match, they ad-
mit, but each relies on the other in the absence
of a place to put down roots. Perhaps that'’s
why we ‘click” with these guys, “vicarage
families being a bit rootless themselves? Defen-
sively on the doorstep we eye each other up
and down. Some are dispatched sharpish.

Others come in and meet the family. Our first
son, now in his twenties, when asked years
ago if he felt any advantage from being a
‘vicarage child’, replied: ‘Yes. | reckon | can
get on with anybody — I've met so many peo-
ple from so many different backgrounds.’ That
boy will be OK.

A sense of value

It's'in the eyes. The way someone looks at
you. If my roots were torn up, if | was ‘on the
road’, | would have to know whom to trust and
whom to avoid. Most of us are spared this by
the double-glazing of life in settled conditions.

One day, as sure as eggs is eggs, No matter
how at home we feel in a place, our roots will
be wrenched up. We will face questions men

am 12 “Whose am 12’ ‘What really matters?’

| try not to romanticise the moment of my
death. | try not to patronise the good friends
I've made in Caversham who do not ‘belong’
to Caversham — or to anywhere — my
‘itinerant brothers’. But when the chips are
down, it matters not where you live, what you
own, whether you have ‘succeeded or failed’
in life.

Consider England’s growing army of
nobodies, rootless men (and a few women)
tramping this sceptred isle for work and a place
to lay their head. Might they have something
to teach us, through adversity? Without being
romantic or poetic about them, but with hard-
nosed reality, can we learn from them that just
as the Son of Man had nowhere to lay his head
as his crisis deepened and the Cross beckoned,
we too must make our peace with the One to
whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid?

Come our from your busy-ness, Caversham

cave-dwellers! Learn from the itinerant Son of |

God that —

‘All my Hope on God is founded’ . . .
and anything less than that will land us, at the
eleventh hour, in the kind of nightmare our
homeless, rootless, yet crazily hopeful travell-
ing men are already living through.

Nobody is a nobody. Everybody is a
Godsbody.
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Dear Madam and Sirs,
Unlike Peter Sealey
(Letter, February 1990)
/ cannot have
persevered to the end of
Watchdog's column in
January, or | too would
have noticed Watch-
dog's regret at the
absence of any com-
memoration in
September 1988 of the
450th anniversary of
the destruction of the
shrine of Qur Lady of
Caversham.

But any such com-
memoration is always
likely to be riven with
difficulties. Should it
have a pageant which
ignored the religious
message? Or should it
have involved  the
churches in  the
message? If it has in-
volved the churches,
should it have been a
celebration or an act of
penance? Very few of
the christians who
would have taken part
would have been able to
identify closely with

| either the way worship

like Gary and Jerry are living with now. ‘Who | ;- place at the shrine

| or with the zeal which

destroyed it. Yet every
christian who would
have taken part would
come from a tradition
which identified more
closely with one than
the other

In Whitby a grand

Sirs,

I should like, if | may,
to use your good offices
to draw attention to the
existence of a local
group which meets
monthly in a member’s
house to study the New
Testament in the Greek.

Anyone interested in
Jjoining us would be
made welcome, and
should get in touch with
me on  Reading
471158.

Yours etc,

Cynthia Spoliar
43 Grove Hill,
Caversham,

Reading RG4 8PS

ecumenical service to
mark the anniversary of
the dissolution of their
great Abbey had to be
called off at the last
minute. This was
because in the end
senior members of one
of the churches involv-
ed felt that they could
not take part. A sen-
sitive balance and
awareness of each
others feelings had been
needed, but had not
been achieved.
However do not let it
be thought that the an-
niversary did go totally
uncommemorated. |
have in front of me a
copy of a sermon
preached to a con-
gregation which filled St
Peter's for a parish
event which happened
to fall on 8th
September, 1988.
This was the feast of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
according to the Alter-
native Service Book
calendar. Part of the
sermon explored the

possibility that - the
shrine was situated.in St
Peter's and attempted
to explain the
significance of the an-
niversary which fell later
that week. The preacher
invited the congregation
(whatever their personal
feelings or background)
to find an appropriate
way in which they too
could  honour" the"
mother of the Lord who
the Bible says every
generation will call
blessed.

Perhaps the only way
to commemorate the
destruction of the shrine
Is to throw ourselves
much more seriously
than we have previous-
ly dared into seeking to
understand each others
traditions and feelings,
and to work together as
christians despite our
divisions?

Yours faithfully,
Peter Mullins,
Westcliff Vicarage,
Scunthorpe

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS'

THE AGM was held at
Church House on Mon-
day, 15th January, and
was well attended. The
proceedings opened
with a prayer from the
Rector, Rev. Richard
Kingsbury. The Chair-
man, Mr. Archer then
welcomed  everyone,
mentioning especially
former Committee
members, including
Mr. Bill Vincent (who
was the first Chairman
of Good Neighbours,
25 years ago) also
Councillor and Mrs.
Canning, who he was
pleased to have there.
Mr. Archer thanked all
helpers drivers, visitors
and the two Mr. Kents
who quietly help Good
Neighbours in so many
ways.

The Secretary, Miss
Youens, reported that
during 1989 ever more
calls for help were
received, mainly for
transport to hospitals,
dentists, doctors or
shopping, or for

transport to the many
Clubs in the area both
day and evening. Here
more help would be
more than welcome;
just half a dozen or so
new drivers would
help ensure that the
present willing drivers
would not be overload-
ed as they so often are!
She thanked the drivers
who gave their services
free, but emphasized
that re-imbursement is
available — especially
now the price of petrol
has risen. The
Treasurer's Report was
then presented and
adopted, followed by
the closing of the
meeting by  the
Chairman.

As it was the 25th
Anniversary, the even-
ing closed with a social
occasion. Refreshments
were provided by the
Committee and the
25th AGM ended very
pleasantly!
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THE OLD BRICK KILN
EMMER

IT is now many years ago since I
spent a very interesting afternoon
talking to the late Mr William
Chamberlain of Emmer Green, who
at the time was possibly the oldest
living person to have beenbornand
lived nearly all his life there. Mr
Chamberlain’s father, also William,
was born in Emmer Green too, but

his’' grandfather

originated from

Hampstead Norris, moving to the
outskirts of Caversham around the
middle of the eighteen hundreds.

It was from: Mr
Chamberlain that I
learnt a great deal
about the Emmer
Green brick Kkiln,
for in 1906 he left
the little local
school at the'age of
thirteen'and went
to work there, and
he remembered
clearly life at the
brickyard. Ap-
parently it was a
summertime occupa-
tionand between ten
and twelve thousand
bricks were made
there each day. Doing
piecework a team of
nine men could pro-
duce a thousand
bricks a day and for
this each man was
paid sixpence. A
working day was
from 6am till 6pm
with three quarters
of an hour for
breakfast and ' an
hour for dinner. If
you were on piece
work, however, you
kept onuntil 7pm. On
a Saturday work
finished at noon.

The claypits lay
behind the kiln
works and huge pits
were dug out to a
depth of some twen-
ty feet. Below that a
layer of chalk was
reached. The clay
was loaded onto little
trucks which ran on
rails to the brickyard.
Here it was putintoa
crushing machine to
grind up any stone. It
was then transferred
to a mixer and from
here it came out in
long bars of clay the
thickness of a brick.
A hand cutting
machine operated by
the men cut the
lengths of clay into
nine bricksata time.
A barrow load was
thirty six bricks.

Tiles were also
made at the yard and
it was on the tile
making machine that

Mr Chamberlain first
worked before going
on to make bricks.

GARGOYLES

There was also a
potter up at the kiln
and he made or-
namental flower pots
and gargoyles. Two of
the latter can still be
seen on the post of-
fice. Mr Chandler
was the potter and
his shed was filled
with a variety of
moulds from which

'he worked. How

many of the red brick
ferns, scrolls and
strange heads that
decorate, Victorian
and Edwardian
housesin Caversham
were made by Mr
Chandler? How
many bricks were us-
ed in Caversham
houses? Mr Chandler
wasa kindly man and
allowed any in-
terested worker to
use the mouldsinthe
dinner hour and
many of the men
made their own pots
which they fired in
the kiln and were
allowed to keep.

Whether thiskilnis
on thesite of one first
mentioned at Emmer
Green in 1654 is not
certain. In 1705 Dr
Plott wtites in his
book A Natural
History of Oxford-
shire: ‘At Caversham
. . . they make some
sort of brick twenty-
two inches long and
above six inches
broad which some
call lath-bricks by
reason they are putin
the place of the laths
or spars (supported
by pillars in oasts for
drying malt, whichis
the only use for
them)’".

VERY BIG HOLES

Notonly wasthere
a brick kiln at Em-
mer Green, but also _

GREEN

Behind and to the right of W. Moss, boat builders, is an ancient building
with white wash fading from it. You can just discern part of Hulbert
bro: written on it and below — parchment, leather, whiting. The whole
comples seems in a state of decay with the remains of a lovely old ‘farm’
house behind and doves’ nesting boxes on the wall of an old building.

a lime kiln because
chalk was plentiful
as well as clay. Both
Mr Chamberlain’s
father and grand-
father worked in
the nearby chalk
quarries using
candles to light up
the darkness in
which they worked.
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Mr Chamberlain
remembers his father
telling him that one
man-made cavern
was so large you
could drive a horse
and cart round in it.
When I mentioned
the ‘‘swallow hole”’
at Dunsden he felt it
could have been
made by more quar-
rying in early
centuries.

TO SOUTHSEA BY
CHARABANC 12 mph

As I sat with Mr
Chamberlain  that
Octoberafternoon it
wasn’t only to talk
about the brick kiln.
I heard how he had
joined the Royal
Navy in 1911 to
become a member of
one of the earliest
submarine crews.
After World War I it
was back to Emmer
Green where he was
to marry and remain
with his family. He
told me about Sun-
day outings to the
cherry orchards of
Stoke Row by horse
and carriage when
happy times. were
spent having picnics
and perhaps picking,

but certainly buying,
cherries. He
remembered also a
day trip to Southsea
around 1930. It was
organised by Mr Jack
Parker, the local
police constable, and
it was a most exciting
occasion for
transport was a
charabanc and as it
could only go 12mph
it took a long time to
get there and back.

As we talked I
learnt a little more
about Emmer Green.
Once there were six
thatched cottages
around the pond,
which was then
much larger. The
water supply does
not appear to have
been so difficult as I
was once led to
believe. It appears
that many groups of
houses had a well
each and there was
also aspring near the
pond. The local laun-
dry had a’large well.
Mr Chamberlain's
father was himself a
welldigger, no doubt
his work in the chalk
quarry would have
given him  ex-
periertce in this
specialised occupa-
tion.

My afternoon with
MrChamberlain was
one [shall not forget.
In his talk he por-
trayed for me a world
I had never known
and one, even if it
was a good deal less
comfortable, was far
more tranquil and
unhurried.
Something we miss
today. It was good to

hear about it and
record it.
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After my meeting
with Mr
Chamberlain [ was
given even more in-
formation on the kiln
which I pass on to
anyone who is in-
terested.

1842 —Mr Francis
Dormer was the

owner and a brick
maker himself. A
relation, Mr William

Dormer, was a
bricklayer.
184% +— The kiln

changed handsand
was owned by Mr
John Leach (no
doubt a member of

the well known
Caversham family).
1864 — John Leach
still owned the kiln
at Emmer Green
and also one in
Reading.The brick
kiln cottages (still
standing) were built
in John’s time and
he was actually
advertising as a
builder.
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1884 — The kiln was
now . owned by
Ebenezer Ward.
1891 — Mr A. C.
Brewerton took

over the works.
1915 —The firm now
called Brewerton
and Stevens. It was
toremainassuch till
1928. Their offices
were at 31 Friar
Street, Reading.
1935 —It wasknown
as Caversham Brick
and Tile Works Ltd.
1947 — Last entry.
Except for the last
two entries all the
above notes were
given to me by Mr
Chris Redfern, who
when he gave them
to me was living in
one of the Kiln cot-
tages and had
becomeinterested in
the origins of his
house.

Readingone of the
early Vanderstegen
accounts books from
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Cane End House it
seems that the
Dormer family men-
tioned in 1842 as
owning the kiln in
fact had it far earlier,
forin 1759 comes the
following entry: ‘Ju-
ly 30 Paid Dormer for
time and bricks —
seven pounds.

Itisalso interesting
to note that in 1869
the Hulbert brothers
had a parchment fac-
tory on land behind
the present garage in
Bridge Street. They
were also leather
dressers and made
whiting, with adja-
cent lime pits close
behind their parch-
anent factory. The
first process in the
ancient practice of
tanning was to sus-
pend the hides in a
lime pit to remove all
hair from them and
parchment is the
dried out skin in a
limed condition.

MK
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Dear Sirs

Watchdog's remarks
regarding pavement
parkers ourside Carter's
Ski shop could also app-

y to Some 1olk nearer
ome, 1.e. the users or

- Rinrl ~ ¢
the Stab Block at

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or
just old or unusual? Do you want to be sure you

get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and

sells antiques in the area. She depends on her
reputation for fair and honest prices.

Give heraring. There is no charge and no

obligation.
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STORM FORCE
WINDS

THE BIGGEST THING
TO HIT CAVERSHAM
for a long time must be
the great storm of 25th
lanuary. Whether or
not it was fiercer than
the one of October
1987, it certainly was
spread across a much
wider swathe ot the
country and, as far as
Caversham  was  con
cerned, on this ocas
ston it wis much nearer
the centre

At the height of the
storm, council
workmen were  out
clearing roads blocked
tallen with
cmuarkable speed, and
risk to
whilst

h trees
at constderable
their own safety
other trees fell down to

take their place A
remarkable number of
these were  contlers
probably because
unlike 1987 the
deciduous trees were

L IVOES
As ules, s s and

ks fl¢ I
g precariously, it
vis  remarkable  that
\ (S few
ties. Cars were
S I driveways
t human beings had
kable escapes

s Mrs. Picker

1sed  photo

ving  service  she
provides in her Bridge

t shop. and who

had moved from her
desk seconds betore a
metal rod crashed on to
it through the glass roof
above. Numerous other
people had similar nar-
row escapes. One
the most prominent
casualties was the swan
who has been looking
down on Caversham
life since 1907 from the
top of the library. It
swung at a dangerous
angle parallel with the
road, its weather vane
whirling crazily whilst
the wind roared round
it It was anchored to a
sater
as conditions allowed

position as soon

o
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.
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I'he storm of O
tober 1987 was said at
the “times wtos ihe

something that was on
Iy likely to occur every
three hundred
vears, ver we have had
a I('!‘l'll within two or

WO Or

three vears. Chance, or

is there some more
threatening  explana
ti It would be in
S to judee global

er by what is hap
pening 1 oa small cor
¢ of the world’s
snillest continent, but
there are  indications
that extremes ol
weather are occurring
worldwide and we

might well ask whether

I

It 1S Decause  we dre

misusing our planet

BUGS BOTTOM

However, although
such things as the loss

of

RESIDENTS' VIEWPOINT

by

WATCHDOG

of mature trees will be
long term in their ef-
feet, the most impor-
tant threat hanging
over  Caversham  re-
mains the possible loss
ol Bugs Bottom.
Frustrating though it is
to be able to do litde
about it whilst waiting
for the outcome of the
High Court action,
within a short period of
this article appearing it
will be  possible to
know whether all that
remains to be done is
mourn its loss
more 1o enjoin
battle and put every last
cffort into geuing the

Lo r

ONCC

Secretary  of State to
reverse his
predecessors’ (R, Baker

and N, Ridley) decision
I'he importance at that

point of getting a letter
off to the Rt. Hon
Christopher Patten,
MiPi/s House of Com
mons Westminster

SWIA OAA cannot be
too strongly emphasis

cd. Do not leave it to
vour residents” associa
tion. or the action
group, but do it
voursell, for it is the

number of letters that
counts. The letter does
not nced to be long or
profound, as long as it
leaves no doubt about
the strength of local
feeling that BUGS BOT

‘4 ‘\"f'/‘
> N

H

Ve

A
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" Tootsies
. Florists
> Now Opengg

13 Milestone Precinct,

Emme'r Green

© Tel: (0734) 461070  Bp
¢

Flowers for all occasions. ?/};

No order too big or small. &

Prompt delivery.

TOM
SAVED.

MUST BE

URBAN NATURE
SPOTS

A Nature Reserve is
not quite the right
word -as that is
something very
specific, but there are,
fortunately, still many
spots within the urban
arca which still retain
their natural
characteristics.  Caver
sham is particularly for
tunate in this respect
Bugs Bottom is
most important such
place, and if it goes, not
only will it be gone for
cver, but repercussions
in the form of heavy
traffic will be felt across
a wide arca. Smaller
spots however are
cqually  valuable and
vulnerable, even if they

do not pose a traffic
threat
——
aad
aad
Qnei O these,: is

Clayfield Copse, one of
the borough's ancient
woodlands, enjoyed by
many but neglected for
too long. The Friends
of Clayficld Copse are
holding a of
weekend activities to
halt this degeneration

SCries

the .

First of all, rubbish will
be cleared, not just the
sort that is casually
dropped but the kind
that is deliberately
dumped, like mat-
tresses and old cars.
paths will be widened
and choking
undergrowth cleared to
allow more  light to
enter. Footpaths will be
more clearly defined to
prevent further erosion
of the woodland floor
All this represents a lot
of work, to which
January’s storm added
by bringing down
several trees and bran-
with

ches. However,
fricnds to care for it,
this wood will be given
a new lease of life
Also in  Emmer
Green, the pond,
which gives pleasure to
nany people, is to be
given a face lift. Coun
cil officers carried out a
survey, both by a site
visit and a questionaire
to find out what people
I'he
most

wanted fence,
which
wanted retained, is not
very attractive and
neceds replacing and
most people  thought

people

seats would be nice
where one could sit
and watch the water

life. The pond has ac-
cumulated a lot of mud
and at some points is

very shallow, which
discourages wild life so
some digging out will
be required. The work
to do all this will in-
evitably create a bit of
4 mess, but the end will
be worthwhile. Com-
mercial Union have
donated the money as
their  contribution
towards ~ Reading’s
Green Plan.

00
0o

Meanwhile, in spite
winter storms, the
snowdrops and
aconites appeared as
usual in St. Peter’s
churchyard, to lighten,
the heart of passers by
with the promise of
spring to come. Further
afield, at Mapledurham,
they appear in even
greater profusion, giv-
ing an added joy to a
late  winter  walk
through the village and
1long the bridleway.

AGAINST THE
POLL TAX

Caversham is not one
of those places which
would spring to mind
as a breeding ground
for revolution, but it
was here, nevertheless
that the banner was
raised, at a packed
meeting, in favour of
mass refusal to pay the
Poll Tax. The present
System  was un
unfair, but
the Poll Tax seems
cven more unfair, in
addition to being dif-
ficult and expensive to
administer. There is

rates
doubtedly
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nothing wrong with
the principle of gy
adults paying their own
bill, but there must be
something wrong with
many people in a smal)
house paying more
than a few in a large
luxurious one.

The whole thing
gives every appearance
of not having been
thought through pro-
perly. Even the M.p.'g
who voted for it secem
to have done so from
party loyalty rather
than conviction, In
Scotland, over a million
people have reportedly
refused to pay, for one
reason or another, |f
the same happened in
England it would bring
the law into disrcpm(‘-
It is time the wholc
thing was abandoncd
or drastically reformed

WATER
Water is in the news
and at its Annual

Meceting Caversham
and District Residents’
Association will be hay

ing as its speaker Mr. M
Houchin, Provinces
Manager for Thames
Water: Utilities. The
provision and managg

ment of our water sup
plies is of crucial im
portance so there
should be much to hear

about and discuss. The
date is Monday, 2nd
April, the time  8.00
p.m. and the place

Caversham Free
Church Centre, corner
Prospect Street - South
Street. note
change
venue.

Please

from usual

EASTERN EUROPE —CHANGE FOR
THE BETTER

E.C. (‘Bridge’ February
1990) is right to worry lest
the baby be thrown out with
the bathwater in Eastern
Europe. Most towns in the
east are not particularly
beautiful yet there is an air of
tranquility and peace which
is difficult to understand until
one returns to the mucky
streets of Reading. Then one
knows. The lack of graffiti,
vandalism, litter, blaring pop
music from boutiques, garish
advertising hoardings and
the pressures to ‘buy, buy,
buy' takes one back to the
Britain of fifty years ago,
when the profit motive was
the driving force but was not
made so blatantly obvious.

Crimes may exist but it
does not affect ordinary peo-
ple. One incident epitomises
the difference between East
and West. A camera left in
the departure lounge at
Prague airport was still there
half an hour later. On arrival
at Heathrow with its warning
posters. to ‘beware of
thieves’, one moment's inat-
tention resulted in all the du-
ty frees disappearing from a
luggage trolley.

But perhaps it is the
absence of fear that most
restores ones faith in
humanity. Where, even in
Caversham, does a small

pensioner feel completely
relaxed when walking on her
own at night? Yet this hap-
pens in the socialist coun-
tries. No knot in the stomach
when footsteps are ap-
proaching from behind; isn't
this a good exchange for
some of our unnecessary
consumer goods? Perhaps
lack of economic pressures
is a factor. With housing at
a few per cent of salary,
good public transport for
coppers, a truly free health
service and adequate pen-
sions and, above all, no
debts (even the most in-
telligent locals could not
grasp the concept of my Visa
card), is there the same in-
centive to steal or mug?
Albania, the only socialist
country to ban all religious
practises and still hard-line
Stalinist, most exhibits what
we have lost in Britain by our
money-grabbing obsessions.
There Society looks after its
own. There are no des.res.,
but there are no bag ladies
either. There is no haute-
couture but everyone is as
smartly dressed as any
crowd in Broad Street. There
are no private cars but no
jams and no belching fumes.
There are no yuppy-type
salaries but there is no
unemployment either. In-

dustry is over-manned but
this means more time for
everyone, time to stop and
chat, time to help a lost
tourist, even time to stand
and stare. Atheist it may be
but there are more signs of
Christian values in Tirana

than in any Western Euro-
pean capital.

Is it too much to hope that
if the East adopts Western
values, we might benefit
from some of theirs?

D.ET.

REST

Summerfield

HOME

\Cw»

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING

Phone: Reading (0734) 472164
Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
THE ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE
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KATY IN CAVERSHAM

AFTER THE STORM

AT THE TIME OF GOING
TO PRESS many readers
will be very pre-occupied
with the problem of
clearing up after the
storm — a problem com-
plicated by the fact that
we are being threatened
with yet more of the
same, making us wonder
if repairs are in order at
this time. In many
respects Caversham has
got off lightly, but there
is no doubt some people
suffered very badly in-
deed and I hear of more
than one house badly
damaged, greenhouses
disappearing and fences
torn down. But, as
always, these troubles
often bring out the best
in people and we were
more than grateful to
two of our neighbours
who helped remove part
of our heavy fence from
next door’s path. And I
hear of other people join-
ing in a ‘Find the
Greenhouse Roof’ chase
on behalf of neighbours.

MEALS

FOR WHEELS
I SEE Liz Chaney has
done it again. This time
she has produced a cook-
book (on sale in our local
Bookshop), in aid of
wheelchairs for patients
at the hospital. It seems
there is a distinct shor-
tage of wheelchairs at
the Berks., where Liz
works as a volunteer and
she's never one to ignore
a challenge. This time
she had the help of
Foster Wheeler Energy
Ltd., who printed the
book free of charge.

I wonder what she'll do
next. In the meantime,
we've already started on
some of the recipes.

WHO WANTS
CARDS?
A request from a friend.
Does anyone know of

any organisation,
hospitals, playgroups
etc., who can use

Christmas or Birthday
cards which are too pret-
ty to throw away? I do

know the nursery school
in Gosbrook Road take
some but there must be
hundreds and thousands
going spare, especially
early in the year.

If anyone can tell us
where to send them we
will gladly pass on the
information.

DENNIS MASON

ONE of the penalties of
retiring is that news
sometimes takes a long
while to come through,
but there may still be
some readers who have
not heard of the death of
Dennis  Mason in
December. Born and
brought up in Dunsden,
he lived with his wife,
Ruby, and his two
daughters for very many
years in Henley Road.
After leaving the Navy
he went to work with the
house staff of the BBC
Monitoring  Service,
where he worked for
over 40 years. Alas, he
died just short of his
retirement date, when
preparations were

SOTHEBYS COMES
TO CAVERSHAM

IT was the first time
the well-known firm
of auctioneers and
valuers Sothebys
had ventured into
Caversham and the
response was even
greater than they
had anticipated. The
Caversham Hotel
was the venue for
this experiment on
Friday February 2nd
and from 10 a.m. on-
wards people bear-
ing odd shaped
parcels and in-
definable objects
descended on the
Hotel queuing for
their turn to enter
the large room and
get a ticket for the
assessment of their
treasures.

Numbers far ex-
ceeded expectations
and those who arriv-
ed after 10.30 a.m.
had a long wait.
Some staggered
under the weight of
huge Chinese vases,
enormous gilt-
framed pictures or
carried delicate

CHEQUE

3rd Reading Scout
Group presentation
of a cheque for
$1,089 to the
Audiology Depart-
ment Royal Berks
Hospital on
December 18th. Fif-
ty seven boys and
leaders took part in
a sponsored assault
course at Longridge
Scout Camp.

Dresden figures,
pieces of
Wedgewood china,
silver and gold
jewellery and many
family heirlooms. In
the large room eight
of Sotheby’s skilled
assessors sat in pairs
awaiting each per-
son as their number
appeared on a board.
It was all very order-
ly, classified into
sections for silver,
jewellery, porcelain
and works of art.
Some silver ob-
jects turned out to
be plated, certain
pictures were mere-
ly copies of
originals, some un-
marked China wasn’t
Rockingham after
all, but the majority
were delighted to
learn that old law
books were genuine,
that the cloisonné
vases were not

fakes, that a delicate
chair was actually
Hepplewhite and one
lady nearly swooned
to find a picture was

valued at £7000. By M

one ‘o’clock the
assessors
worn out but they
struggled on manful-
ly and in cases where
they could not assess
values on the spot
they took photo-
graphs of the objects
with promises to in-
form the owners by
post.

By 5.30 p.m. the
last person had been
sent off either re-
joicing or dissillu-
sioned, and the
heirlooms and fakes
alike had gone back
to their original
places of safety, the
cars had departed
and Caversham
Hotel settled down
to its air of normali-
ty, all the par-
ticipators and
organisers agreeing
that the occasion
which raised £2000
for Dr. Barnardos
had been a worth-
while event.

looked M

already afoot for celebra-
tions; he was a very
popular member of staff
who always had a smile
for everyone.

He really will
missed.

be

MONICA LATTO
ELSEWHERE in these
pages we hope to have a
proper appreciation of
this remarkable lady. [
remember by own in-
troduction to her many
years ago when she hap-
pened to breeze into Mr
Sear’s shop in Prospect
Street. As many people
will know, she had been
ill for some years but
happily many of us will
remember her as a very
active, enthusiastic and
caring lady, and many
will have every reason to
be grateful for her charm
and warmth.

PREMISES

TO SPARE
I wonder what will hap-
pen to the vacant
premises in Prospect

CONGRATULATIONS

Street where once stood
a small grocery store.
Now that it has gone —
and with it, sadly the
very charming young
lady who held the fort
for so long while the rest
of the staff came and
went — there is perhaps
time to consider whether
there is room for that
kind of shop in this area.

It has neither the advan-
tage of the usual ‘corner-
shop’ nor those of the
larger supermarkets.
True those of us living
east of Prospect Street
found it convenient at
times not to have to go
further for the odd few
items, but their stock ob-
vously had to be limited.
For my money a much
bigger drawback was the
eternal noise of Radio
210. There's so much
noise around these days
we can do without it.

Thank heavens our two
larger stores have
resisted the temptation
to adad to it.

Betty Stark

CONGRATULATIONS to Eric and Peggy Maule
on their Silver Wedding Anniversary 7th
January 1990! The happy couple entertained
fifty guests at their Albert Road home to mark

this celebration.
Manager for ‘Caver-
sham Bridge'. She and
Eric advertise the
qualities of Christian
love and marriage.

Despite a hectic
twenty-fifth party
day, they began by
receiving Holy Com-
munion at St Peter's
that Sunday before
welcoming their many
family and friends to
share their happiness.

Our love to them
both.

Peggy
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FOR HELPFUL ADVICE ON
CO-ORDINATION AND INTERIOR
DESIGNS WHY NOT CALL IN AT

Gallienne Schmidt

INTERIORS & DESIGN

52 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks
READING (0734) 481283
WE SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF

EXCLUSIVE WALLPAPERS, FABRICS

CARPETS. TILES ETC.

—
\ijﬁ\ Siurry Sie

Silk and Dried Flower Arrangements

PARTY PLAN SERVICE AVAILABLE

WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESICNED TG
YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS

Tel. Checkendon (0491) 681233

M. ]J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE

Telephone 475582

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER
Suprema
DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

is Advertisment —

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL

DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON
Interior and Exterior decorating

'148 Upper Woodcote Road Telephone
Caversham Reading
Reading 479642

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

—

B

S ——————



Page 6

TYPING SERVICE

FROM C.V'S TO MANUSCRIPTS

AUDIO AND COPY TYPING

PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE

COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE |
COMPETITIVE RATES

(0734) 484050

19 ARDLER ROAD, CAVERSHAM
READING, BERKSHIRE RG4 OAE

“ff\ RIS
géi/\ ¥ Vehicle Hire Ltd.
of

CAVERSHAM

CARS & VANS

From £12 per day
Door to Door Delivery

24 hour service

READING

(0734) 461661

Pictures

ART GALLERY & FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW. TELEPHONE: 0734 461336

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
announces her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights

Ring 471800

for an appointment or home visit
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VISIT TO WEST AFRICA

Last November, Chris
Justice the Pastor at
Caversham Hill Chapel
and two other
members, Phil Cheale
and Andy King visited
Sierra Leone and
Liberia in West Africa.

The trip lasted two
weeks and the
threesome returned
mid December. The
purpose of the visit
wastoseein what con-
text the Chapel, as part
of the Body of Christ in
the U.K. could support
and encourage that
part of the body in West
Africa.

Why West Africa?
Well, although Caver-
sham Hill Chapel has
supported various mis-
sionaries who are
working in various
parts of the world to a
small degree, it had
now had an *‘indepth”’
or ‘“‘active'' role in sup-
porting the work of
Christians in a third
world country.

Liberia was not a
place merely picked
with a pin on a map.
Phil Cheale returned
with his family to the
UK some three years
ago after spending six
and a half years work-
ingin Liberia and near-
ly twenty yearsin West
Africain total, mainly
in Sierra Le()ne. Phil
was with the Christian
Literature Crusade.

When Phil and his
family returned to
England they settled in
Sonning | Common
where he is a builder.
The Cheales joined the
chapel congregation
and Phil began to share
his feelings about the
Christian work in West
Africa. The depth of
his feelings and sense
of love for the people
there soon became
obvious.

Phil’s visioniis for the
UK churches to help
and support the work
of Africa’s own in-
digenous Church in a
practical way. To part-
nertheminprayerand

encourage them by
supporting them in
specific areas of

ministry or projects
such as schools, clinics,
equipment etc.

After a time of shar-
ing and prayer, the
Elders of Caversham
Hill Chapel began to
share Phil’s vision and

(W. & N. H. MOORE)

RE-UPHOLSTERY - ANTIQUES
HOUSE CLEARANCE UNDERTAKEN

Prospect
Furnishings

6 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM, READING
Reading (0734) 476565

We buy and sell militaria and curios

feltit right to(lo\vlnp a
mission involved in
West Africa and seek a
direct link with a
church out there, in
which the whole of the
chapel congregation
could be involved and
where others from the
chapel could visit and
offer practical help.

It was agreed that
Phil should set up a
visit to Liberia and
Sierra  Leone  for
himself, Chris Justice
and a third member,
Andy King, who was
responsible for the
phomgmphl( record of
the trip.

Contact wasmade by
Phil with Richard Cole,
an African who is the
>astor of a Pentecostal
church in Kilahun in
Liberia and this was to
be the first introduc-
tion of Caversham Hill
Chapel to an African
Church. This was ar-

ranged during last
summer and the visit
was organised for

November/December
1989.

Chris and Andy flew
to Freetown in Sierra
Leone on 17th
November; Phil went
out a few days earlier
to prepare the meeting

and was awaiting
them.
Our intrepid trio

spent four days in
Freetown with Sorrie
Kamanda, an African
Pastor, of a local group
of eight of the United
Brethren  Churches.
Chris and Phil took
partinseveral services
and heard about a
scheme known as the
“‘Abraham Pro-
gramme'’ by which the
church loans in-
dividuals sums of
money, which they can
invest in some sort of
work, in order to make
a living. The visitors
enjoyed renowned
African  hospitality,
despite the incredible
poverty of these West
African Countries.
Within a short space

,of time the three had

met many different
people —  Church
leaders, beggars,
evangelists, teachers —
a varied tour of

Freetown and then on
the following Tues-
day on to Monrovia in
Liberia.

In Monrovia the host
was Richard Cole the
pastor from the Pen-
tacostal Church in
Liberia, along with
Isaac George the resi-
dent incumbent of the
Christian Literature
Crusade Bookshop.

Richard Cole is an
African with a vision
for Christ's Church in
Liberia a vision
which encompasses
care of a wide spread
flock, evangelism and
growth of the Church.

Monrovia was very
different from Free-
town. It was much
more modern — by
African  standards.
Shops, electricity, pro-
per roads etc. Allin all
aslightly more comfor-

table place to be.

The day after arriv-
ing in Monrovia Chris
Justice became very ill;
past experience told
Phil that the symptoms
.mpmwd to be
Malaria. This unplea-
sant condition normal-
ly takes seven to ten
days after being bitten
by an infected mos-
quito. Later that day
Christ was taken to a
clinic run by the
Seventh Day Adven-
tists, where the tests
were confirmed the
suspicion of Malaria.
Chris was confined to
bed for a few days
before being allowed to

join Philand Andy ona
journey to the North of

the Country with
Richard Cole, to a city
called Kolahun — a
journey of some twen-
ty four hoursincluding
breakdowns. The roads
were absolutely awful
— worse than the M25!
The rutsand mud were
horrendous in-
describable.

Eventually they ar-
rived at Kolahun ‘‘Ci-
ty'’, a town of single
storey mud brick bun-
galows, all with the
standard corrugated
iron sheet roofs.

Sunday Worship in
Kolahun was extreme-
ly lively, the en-
thusiasm of these peo-
pleintheir praise of the
Lord was marvellous
and a wonderful exam-
ple for those of us back
in Caversham.

Chris and Phil spent

much time hearing
from the Church
Leaders in Kolahun

about their vision and
concern and sharing
with them the purpose
of the visit to the
‘“‘Back of Beyond”
West Africa by three
white men from Caver-
sham Hill Chapel.
After another wond-
erful Sunday morning
service they were sum-
moned to an audience
with the local district
governor, who also is
the Paramount Chief —
The Honourable Sheka
Dudy. Although a
muslim and father to
forty-one children, he
does allow them to at-
tend a Christian
School, and he does not
mind if they follow the
Muslim Faith or the
Christian Faith as long
asitisoneorthe other.
Phil spoke with
Sheka Dudy and even-
tually prayed with him

out on the veranda of R,

his house.

One of the most ob-
vious aspects of the
lives of these African
people is their very
poor countries, and the
oppression from witch-
craftand curses which
abound and have an
extraordinary  hold
over these people.

In  Kolahun the
*‘Faith School’’, which
was set up by Richard
Cole prides itself with
the highest academic
standard in the whole
country (ninety-five
per centsuccessrate in

Pictures by Andy King
IR Vi

Chns teachmg in Kolahun Free Pentacostal

Church.

The Long Shadows of Kolahun

the National exams).

On behalf of Caver-
sham Hill Chapel Chris
gave the school five
hundred U.S. dollars
and told them we
would be considering
how we in Caversham
could be an active part-
ner in the future.

The team of Pastors,
Evangelists and Elders
under Richard Cole
have planted out seven
churches in the sur-
rounding villages and
have plans for at least
another nine! (Must
nearly be onapar with
eading’s Kings
Church).

Our three travellers
crammed so much into
these two weeks that it
isimpossible to convey
in every detail the
events, peoples feel-
ings and future hopes.

However, two
features of life in West
Africa which have left
anindelible printin the
minds of visitors were
first of all the extreme
poverty these people
endure, showingunen-
ding mmatlves of how
to cope and survive
and secondly their

overwhelming genero-
sity to their guests.

Itisintended to bring
Pastor Cole over to
England to meet the
people of Caversham
Hill Chapel and Caver-
sham Heights Christian
Fellowship, and to
develop the basis on
which these two chur-
ches can support and
work alongside
Richard Cole’s Church
in Liberia. !

The arrangement is
set tobe the start of an
exciting fruitful co-
operation between two
parts of the Body of
Christ in two vastly dif-
ferent countries.

The support of Sorrie
in Sierra Leone is like-
ly to be on an ‘as and
when’ basis. Following
this visit to West Africa
the two Caversham Hill
Congregations raised
some %1300 to pur-
chase one new motor-
bike for Sorrie to
enable him to move
around his area more
easily.

Should anyone have
an interest in the

Contd on p. 8




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, MARCH 1990

THE LATE SHOW ™ ]

SPECIAL efforts had been made by the children to pose
for these pictures for which there was no room in the

previous issue.

‘_,v ‘A
St. Andrew’s Playgroup — Carols around the Christmas tree.
E. S. Archer

T

P.J. Bean

From page 1

local authorities in
their struggle against
developers. She con-
sidered that with the
stated changes in
government policy
brought about by
renewed attitudes
since 1985, the
Borough Council stood
a good chance of win-
ning its case.

As a result, the
| meeting unanimously
| decided to request the
| Secretary of State to
| withdraw from the
| case and review all
1the evidence straight
away.

This would be tanta-
mount to the
Borough'’s winning its
case and whether this
happened or it won
through the court, a
mass letter writing
campaign to the
Secretary of State
' would then be launch-
led. If the judge re-
jected the case the
fight would be con-
tinued at a political
level as the whole

| THIS Society has
beenin existence for
over 100 years. It
was founded to pro-
vide for homeless
children in London
and it is sad that this
need exists perhaps
even more so today,
not only in London
but other major
cities.’

MAPLEDURHAM
HOUSE

PART TIME STAFF
1990 SEASON

Vacancies exist for Guides, Tea Room Staff and
Assistants with the Watermill Opening,.

Also Mature Responsible and Welcoming People
for Entrance Ticket Sales.

Weekends and Bank Holiday work on Rota Basis.
Please Apply to: The Estate Office,
Mapledurham House, Mapledurham.
Tel. (0734) 723350

ARE YOU HAPPY WITH YOUR
DRINKING WATER
If you are concerned with the quality of
yourdrinking water, why notask forour
FREE advice and home demonstration
of the latestin waterfiltration. Try drink-
ing water the way it used to be.

GAIA — A world of water
READING 482033

DIAL

IN 1987 the Caver-
sham Bridge publish-
ed an article on DIAL
(Disablement Informa-
tion and Advice Line)
which had recently
been set up in Reading
and some of our
readers have asked for
an update on DIAL. As
it is becoming better
known DIAL is getting
much busier, many
clients are wanting
counselling, many are
asking for advice or for
other information; i.e.
a client may wish to
know where to go for
advice on a certain
matter and DIAL is
usually able to refer
the client to the proper
source; often students
also ‘phone asking
where they can get
more information on a
certain’'subject which
they are studying.
DIAL

of course
deals with ALL
disabilities, i.e. or-

thopaedic, sight, hear-
ing, etc. Most of the
operators themselves
suffer from some
disability, i.e. sight,
hearing or oithopaedic
or are carers of such
sufferers or have been

professionally engag-
ed with the disab%eg.

However, DIAL’S
chief worry now is
shortage of operators
as several of the
original have had to
resign when their
disabilities have in-
creased and others
have left the district, so
anyone who feels able
to help DIAL in this
way would be most
welcome. The work is
very suitable for the
elderly or disabled as
it is all sedentary and
one does not have ac-
tually to meet the
client; all the inter-
views are by ‘phone;
training is given and
there are always two
operators on duty at a
time.

Anyone who feels
able to consider being
an operator or would
just like to know more
about DIAL should
‘phone 505900. There
are always two
operators on duty bet-
ween 3.30 and 7.30
on Tuésdays and
Thursdays. At all other
times there is an
answerphone taking
messages.

BUGS BOTTOM

meeting felt that the
original decision was
wrong, not just legally
but on all scores.
The SPISE speaker
emphasised that Bugs
Bottom was part of a
much wider issue,
that of overdevelop-
ment in the South
East, which was
already bringing about
a deterioration in the
quality of life, and if
allowed to continue

unbridled would bring ||

about intolerable con-
ditions. Sir Gerard
Vaughan was left in
no doubt that there
was massive
dissatisfaction with
government policies
which had led to this
situation, and that if
Bugs Bottom is allow-
ed to go ahead, the
government would
lose all credibility in
this area. He under-
took to ask a question
in the House about the
D. of E. withdrawing
from the High Court
case and to pass on to
Christopher Patten
the level of concern
over the matter.

THE CHILDREN'S
— SOCIETY

Family centresare
also provided in ur-
ban city areas and
bleak housing
estates. Volunteers
are trained to visit
families with par-
ticular needsintheir
own homes.

Many parents
themselves come
from unhappy

familiesand they are
helped even in the
simplest things like
playing together
with their children.
In so many ways the
Society needs full
support. Please give
some help — think of
itasaway of saying
‘‘thank-you’’ for
your own happy
family — with the
house-to-house
collection.

Ring Lynn Baker
471262.

Page 7

Holloway’s [4]

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY

i Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service from
complete contents to a
single item

Transport and
_ lities Free pre
\ tion and

i
§ Entries for future sales
. imvited

We are agents for

iABBEY
NATIONAL

The professional alternative to London

Telephone:

Reading (0734) 478756

GET
CARTER ELECTRICAL

Office & Domestic
New Installations
& Maintenance

Free estimates

116 WOODCOTE ROAD
| CAVERSHAM, READING

CAVERSHAM
HEATING &
PLUMBING
SERVICES

For Central Heating, Boiler
Servicing, General Plumbing Work
116A Henley Road, Caversham,
Reading, Berks RG4 0DH

READING 481414

Free Estimates Given
Trade & Retail Enquiries Welcome

*CONTACT LENSES

* DESIGNER FRAMES

* VARILUX CENTRE

* GLAUCOMA TESTING

g

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL EYECARE
Boliw |
3 OPTOMETRISTS
OPHTHALMIC A e
OPTICIANS lf
—_—— 4
e CONPLITTER ASSISTED

VISION T NAMINATION

SOPPOSITE WATTROSNE

——

QUALITY - FASHION - SliR\)“ICE «COMPETTFIVE PRICES

i
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‘The Specialists in residential letting &
management’

THINKING OF LETTING A PROPERTY?

Our Company has over 30 years experience in
managing properties and we know all about the
New Housing Act!

WHETHER YOU ARE A TENANT OR A
LANDLORD, PLEASE CONTACT US

39 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading Berks RG4 8JB
Tel (0734) 474850 Fax (0734) 461305

She Plarket Gardemn
'E-DW'H&& Heally

8 48N PANGEOURNE ?“w}
“Phog RETIT 2T RS R
?{"ILLM”“ /i R.ga 7 :ﬁ e

.\_019)-681541 -7 #

Supplying Fresh Fruit,

Vegetables and Potatoes
Free Range Eggs

HOME COOKING
CAKES, BISCUITS, BREAD,

QUICHES & PUDDINGS

JAMS, MARMALADES, PICKLES
CELEBRATION CAKES

to order

Tuesday-Saturday 9-Ipm, 2-5pm
Sunday 9.30am-Noon

Commercial & Industrial
Agents, Surveyors & Valuers

* Lettings and Sales

* Acquisitions * Valuation

* Rent Reviews * Lease Renewals
* Investments * Development

* Property Management

George Chilvers

- & Co.

24,Cross Street, Reading RG11SN

Tel.(0734) 580656

Painter and decorator
interior and exterior 1
also
General household repairs, brickwork
and plastering undertaken

Fully insured

For free quotation
Phone Reading 722322 or 574546

= ROUND THE CHURCHES

since the Anglican
churches in Caver-
sham and
Mapledurham

reorganised to form
the Caversham Group
Ministry. Gone is the
old Parochial Church
Council and each
church is now ‘‘self-
governing'' with its

own incumbent, chur-

chwardens

church council.
Although during this

and

Getting tog'ether

THE Men of St An-
drew’s have held
three meetings
following their in-
augural supper in Oc-
tober of last year. The
first was on CRIME
PREVENTION, a talk
given by Crime
Prevention Officer
Sgt. John Sugg of the
Reading Police Sta-
tion. Two members
went home determin-
ed to change their
locks having
discovered that those
they had fitted offered
little or no security.

The talk was accom-

Men of St Andrew’s showing interest in the display of security

devices.

IT is now nearly a year

year the Group clergy
have met regularly,
there has been no ‘‘of-
ficial” meetings of the
churchwardens. It
was felt that it was
about time to put this
right and in what bet-
ter way than over a
glass of wine and a
chunk of cheese. So
on 3rd February the
wardens and clergy
with their wives and
husbands met and, in
a very relaxed and

panied by a display of
security equipment

from Smith's
Security.

The second
meeting was in

November. This was
a 'magical evening’
with a talk given by
the renowned
Magical Entertainer
Leslie Dee who told of
his life and ex-
periences as a Magi-
cian. He also baffled
members with his
‘Close up Magic’ at
which he is an
acknowledged expert,
so not. only before

PROGRESS REPORT ON
ANGLICAN CHURCHES

friendly atmosphere,
much informal discus-
sion took place.

It was unanimously
agreed that regular
meetings between the
churchwardens would
be advantageous both
to the individual chur-
ches and for the
overall work of the
church. The first. of
such meetings is
planned for May.

K.P. Bennett

THE MEN OF ST ANDREW’S

their very eyes but
under their very noses
also.

In January the
‘Men" welcomed the
Revd Michael West,
who was Chaplain to
the diplomatic,
English  speaking
community at Tel
Aviv, Israel. Michael
gave a fascinating talk
entitled CHRISTIANS
IN THE MIDDLE EAST
CONFLICT, together
with a first class col-
lection of slides of the
HOLYLAND. In all a
most interesting and
enjoyable evening.

N.G.K.

The sudden appearance of a ball from behind Bill Vincent'’s ear caused
much amusement during the coffee break at the ‘Magic’ evening.

ST ANDREW’S NEWS

The Fellowship

ST ANDREW'S Fellowship
met on 11th January for a
most interesting evening when
Mr Martyn Allies gave a show
of slides and talked about the
Reading Dusseldorf Link. Most
people have only a hazy notion
of what is involved. The Link
was forged just after World
War |l by Pheobe Cudsden as
a result of the terrible condi-
tions prevailing in Germany at
that time, particularly among
the children. As a result some
children were invited to
England and stayed with
families in Reading. After a
while the connection lapsed
somewhat but was then reviv-
ed to the flourishing organisa-
tion which it is today and has
been for many years.

Mr Allies showed slides of
Dsseldorf, which is a larger
city than Reading and appears
to be an interesting and pic-
turesque one. He also show-
ed a picture of some of the
original children on a visit
many years after the first one,
and explained the story behind
the mural of the cartwheeling
boys of Disseldorf which is
outside the Civic Centre. Visits
to Dusseldorf take place every

two years and are
reciprocated by return visits of
Dusseldorf people to Reading.
It was a most successful
evening.

Epiphany Party
ABOUT one hundred
members and friends of St An-
drew's church sat down to at-
tractive tables on 13th
January for a very enjoyable
meal, organised by a hard
working team of ladies. After
all the second helpings,
cheese and coffee were finish-
ed the tables were speedily
cleared, the chairs turned to
face the stage and the party
was entertained by Caver-
sham Drama. They took as
their theme ‘A Woman's Day'
which was amusingly por-
trayed by sketches, poems,
songs and a most hilarious
beauty treatment administered
by ‘Miss’ McClure, which
surely must have deterred
even the hardiest ladies pre-
sent from ever trying such an
experience. The whole show
was ably accompanied by
piano music from Derek
Spears who wound up the
proceedings by reading T.S.
Eliot's “Visit of the Magi’.

VISIT TO WEST AFRICA

From page 6

would be very happy to
hear from you and ex-

evangelists work going plain further about the
on in West Africa as a forthcoming collabora-
result of this article, tion. -

then Chris Justice at

Caversham Hill Chapel Alan Tuvey.

AVERSHAM OOKSHOP
18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

i STITCHIN’ TIME 1

1 CHURCH ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Telephone 478106
LARGE RANGE OF LIBERTY
SPRING/SUMMER FABRICS
EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF BRIDAL
FABRICS, PATTERNS,
HABERDASHERY

Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

L-----

r--

CRAWFORD
& LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773
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SSSSSS. e o eobydJune Hardcastle

[ was lucky. Everyone
said so. The Careers
Teacher thought I
wouldn't get a job at
all. However, the
manager at Lloyds
Bank had been sym-
pathetic and it was
1964, when employers
were crying out for
staff. He said it didn’t
matter and I could
work in the ledger
room. There I need
never speak to
anyone. I quite en-
joyed it for a while.
School had been a dai-
ly agony in case a
regular teacher fell ill
and they forgot to tell
the Supply. The
children weren't
unkind to me. They
just ignored me. I had

seen a speech
therapist for two
years but she had

given me up as ‘‘not
making much pro-
gress'’. I wondered if
she had had more suc-
cess with other stam-

merers. It's a funny
thing, stammering
badly so that you can’t
get out a sentence
without the greatest
difficulty and without
taking a lot of time.
You look perfectly
normal. But you only
shop in supermarkets,
dread meeting friends
of your mother who
make a determined ef-
fort to chat (‘‘Such a
shame for a young
girl. Whatever will she
do, Betty''), and the
(,ele{)hone might as
wel be another
planet.

It was towards my
nineteenth birthday
that God played his
joker. I received a
clear, compelling call
to preach. I was ter-
rified. My minister
dismissive. No one
believed me. ‘‘Behold
I stand at the door and

knock'' says the scrip-
ture. My experience
was that God was

pounding on the door
and giving it (or was it
me?!) the occasional
kick. Finally, I got stir-
red up to a bit of ac-
tion — and before my
twentieth birthday
was on the Methodist
circuit plan.

Over the years I've
learnt techniques for
speaking — breathin
controls, avoidance o
words that cause trou-
ble (how I hate words
that begin with s and
f and w) and become
quite expert at
substituting words
when getting stuck in
mid-sentence. Stam-
merers can't stop be-
ing stammerers —
they learn ways of
coping. I never fret at
preaching now. After
all, the words are ones
I choose for myself. I
do still feel iffy about
the Bible readings but
usually someone is
happy to read them
for me. I've been in

OBITUARY Doctor Monica Latto

It was with great
sadness that ex-
patients and friends
spread over a wide area
learned of the death of
Dr Monica Latto on
29th January aged 77
following a prolonged il-
Iness. She was known
and well loved not only
for her medical skills
but for her devotion to
patients long after they
had ceased to need
treatment. Monica and
Douglas met at Medical
College and after their

* marriage followed the

examples of Gordon
and Conrad Latto and
moved to Caversham.
It was at Lethnott
Lodge, 4 Derby Road
that Dr Monica carried
on her practice, in-
creasing the number of
her patients from an in-
itial 12 to over 2000
when she retired in
1983.

Both Doctors were
strict vegetarians and
theirhome became the
venue of the Reading
Vegetarian and Food
Reform Society of

which Dr. Monica was
Chairman for many
years. Resulting initial-
ly from the pets kept by
their four children, the
garden at Derby Road
became home to a
great variety of animals
and birds numbering
over 200 ranging from
sturdy goats to multi-
coloured budgerigars.
Until quite recently
Monica Latto supervis-
ed the feeding of all
the livestock and the
garden was frequently
used for fetes and func-
tions to raise money for
worthy causes. Two
outstanding events
supervised by Dr
Monica herself and held
in specially erected
marquees on their
lawn, were in aid of the
Royal Berkshire
Hospital’s Audiology
Unit Appeal and last
year, when funds were
raised for the St. John
Opthalmic Hospital in
Jerusalem.

Dr Monica was a
Commander of the St.

< Abbeyecrest

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
IFC))VCIY parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please ’phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common *

near READING

Nursing Home

John Ambulance
Brigade and last year
became a Dame of that
Order. Three daughters
and a son were all en
couraged to be
vegetarians and their
children are now
followingin the steps of
their grandparents. Two
married daughters live
in America and one in
Minehead, a place Dr
Monica loved to visit.
One son and his wife
and daughter live in
Caversham.

Not only did she love
animals and birds but
she revelled in flowers,
being at one time a
member of the Thames
Valley Flower Arrange
ment Society and could
be found seated in the
sun lounge at Derby
Road surrounded by
flowering shrubs and
plantss many of which
were grown by her hus-
band Douglas. Monica

hospital recently and
was required to tell
the nurse filling in my
forms that my maiden
name was Warren.
She waited patiently,
although with some
embarrassment. It
brought back to me all
the old feelings of
dread and
hopelessness. It was
like being caught in a
cunning trap — the
harder you struggle to
free yourself, the
more entangled you
become. I remember
when our Debbie had
a terrible tangle in her
hair. After much
brushing, applying
conditioner and many
tears there seemed to
be only one thing to
do. So I got the
scissors and cut it out.
It's a bit like that with
stammering. After a
bad incident, you cut
yourself off from it,

disassociate yourself,
make a discontinuity

Latto was rarely heard
to complain and even
when her condition
deteriorated she re-
mained concerned ovar
the  well-being of

between that and the
next time you speak.
Don't let yourself
believe that every en-
counter will have the
same outcome.

Yes, I've been
lucky. I read early on
that God chooses the
weak and the foolish
so I'm not surprised
now that he called me
to preach. The thing
is, can you hear God
hammering on the
door of a disability
that you've got? The
Eower of the Holy

pirit is God’s trump
one of
Wesley's

card. As

Charles
hymns says

“‘Faith, mighty faith,
the promise sees,
And looks to that
alone;

Laughs at
impossibilities,

And cries: It shall be
done!”’

others.
courageous lady has
gone from our midst
and we are all the
poorer for her passing.

E.M.F.

CHERUBIM PARTY

After the regular
Cherubim afternoon
service on 1st
February, over 60

mothers and toddlers
flocked  into Caver-
sham Court stable-

block for a delayed
Christmas party. Judg-
ing by the excitement
and crescendo of noise,
it was enjoyed by
everyone!

Mothers and under-

fives are welcome on
any Thursday after-
noon at 2.30 in St.
Peter’s Lady Chapel for
simple worship, tea
and toys.

-

Photo D. Bennett

A great and ||
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JENNINGS BROS

% % 7 FAMILY

£ £ BUTCHERS

PERSONAL SERVICE
QUALITY MEATS

FREEZER ORDERS CUT
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

' 10% DISCOUNT

l

i

1

1Given off current retaily

! prices on purchases |
1
|

I OVER £40

Branches at:

ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939 2

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

CATERING DIVISION
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

N
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N.G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

TAILORING
SERVICES

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378

READY TO WEAR SUITS
JACKETS AND TROUSERS
FANCY W/COATS
TIES & SHIRTS

MENS HIRE SERVICE

P. MOTORS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

* MoT while you wait (by
.. _appointment)
Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken
New and used car sales

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged

Call us today for first-class
personal service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

* o+ 4 A
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AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
. Endeavour to give help in a domestic
emergency.

=

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

4. Giveinformation regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they
have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am. Tel: 483466.
Emergencies out of office hours -
479048 or 476181)

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

Tel.

THE “'POP-IN"* CENTRE

Anplace torelax quietly, find someone to talk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 12
noon.

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.

Caversham
Ladies Club

THE first meeting
1990 was opened by Mrs
Harwood, Chairman,
who welcomed the
members and  wished
them a very happy and
peaceful New Year. As
usual, for the first
meqgting of a New Year,

thist iwas informal and
given over to the
members to air  their

views  choose  outings
and offer ideas and sug-
gestions  for  future
meetings and also men-
tiomanything they were
not  happy about
Members™ general reac-
tion was satisfaction for
things to continue as at
present

Mrs Harwood then
produced a list of places
for whole day and half
day outings, and asked if
any, member  had
choice to offer too.
Eventually, and with a
show of hands, the final
choice was Worthing for
the whole day and Stow-
in-the-Wold for half a
day. These would be
held, in May and

@ |

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882

for

ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK

including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,

etc -
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING
AND HEATING ENGINEER,
BOILER SERVICES
.AND BREAKDOWNS

J MIDDLETON

164 Upper Woodcote Road,
Caversham Heights

Reading RG4 7LD
Phone (0734) 481400

ALSO BUILDING
MAINTENANC

MASTER CARPENTER

September, and Mrs Har-
wood would give full
details  at the next
meceting.

It was a very lively and
happy meeting and time
passed very quickly. The
tea was a welcome sight
after all the chit chat and
it was then time to close
the meeting, when
members departed with
the thought of lots to
look forward, o in for-
thcoming months

Emmer Green
T.G.

THE Speaker at the
January meeting was
Miss E. Turner, herself a
Townswoman.  She
spoke about silver and
jewellery, explaining the
hallmarks and giving
hints on the care and
cleaning of both large
and small items. She also
mentioned the priceless
silver plate made by
Gerald Berry and owned
by the town of Reading.
The vote of thanks was
given by Miss N.'Pollard.

The two charities
chosen to benefit from
guild fundraising during
1990 are the Helen
House Hospice for
children near Oxford
and an extensive tree
planting scheme en
couraged by Guild
Headquarters

On  January 15th
large party from the
Social Studies group was
shown round the refur-
bished Reading Town

Hall and all were very

of

ing, led by the visiting
\11‘1_\;&'.» to complete a
pleasant meeting. The
‘Nearly New' stall, for
members to sell their un-
wanted goods and give a
small percentage to club
funds, was also held at
this meeting and kindly
presided over by Evelyn
Cook.
There was a good at-
tendance the following
impressed with the care week for a ‘Bring and
and workmanship that Buy' evening. This was a
has gone into the fund raising event for
restoration work. the club as members
were invited to bring
goods for auction. A
wide range of toiletries,
MapleWOOd cosmetics and foodstuffs
« created a good deal of in-
W_l' terest resulting in a total
of £40.80 for the club.
The whist drive which
THE December meeting ook place on the 22nd

of Maplewood W.L papuary was run by
began with a Guest ‘member Doreen
Lunch prepared by Crawley who, as usual,

members of the Com- ensured that the evening
mittee, followed by a ran smoothly. George
slide show and talk by Feast had the most
Mr Richard Snailham  points and was the first
‘Down the Blue Nile in prizewinner.
Boats'. This was an in- Alwavs welcome
teresting talk about a yisitors to the club —
journey in 1968 through Marwen and Howard
Ethiopia from Lake Tana \yest came on the 29th
to the White Nile. Then  japuary to give a talk and
the -new VCO, Mrs Yjide show on their holi-
Christine Ingram, was in- ay in Canada. Mr and
troduced and she told Mrs West described their
members about the journey from when they
e - S\W T e ST, s 1 A 5
move into the BFWI's |eft Gatwick Airport and
new home at Mortimer. ;rrived at Vancouver to
Atthe January meeting  hoard a coach for their
there was an entertain- _hree week tour of
ing talk by Mrs Helen Canada.
Anderson on her war- Travelling over large
time work as a singer (racts of prairie, they
travelling round the yisited an  Indian
country  organising: myseum, stayed in a log
musical entertainments  ¢abin. saw the snowcap-
for the civilian popula- ped peaks and wonder-
tion, and describing the fy] scenery of the Rocky
situations  she €N- Mountains and viewed
countered, both serious  (he Niagara Falls — just
and comic. This was o mention some of the
Maplewood's thirty-fifth - places on the tour. Maida
birthday meeting and @ Feast, the Chairman
birthday tea was much thanked the visitors for
enjoyed. The cake was  giving their informative
cut by founder members 41k and interesting slide

Mrs Parcell and Mrs ¢how
Vinall. New members are
welcome at the club

Caversham
Community
Association

THE members met on
the 8th January for their
first meeting in 1990, A
cheese and wine party
was arranged for this oc-
casion and proved to be
a4most enjoyvable even-
ing. The ladies section
from the Wokingham
Royal British Legion pro-
vided the entertainment
and gave a very good
concert. The theme was
the commemoration of
the 50th anniversary last
year of the start of the
Second Great War. The
Ladies were smartly
dressed in the uniforms
of the Armed Forces and
Civil Defence and other
services as worn at that
time. Monologues and
songs popular during the
war were given by the
concert party and ap-
dlauded enthusiastically
by the members. A
generous assortment of
cheeses was then served
to everyone with a
choice of wine or fruit
juice. The evening end-
ed with community sing-

which meets on Monday
evenings at 7.30 - 9.30
at the Arthur Legge Cen-
tre in Wolsey Road.

Rosehill W.I.

THE February meeting
was well attended and
Mrs Weller welcomed
ceveryone and three
visitors. Dates were
agreed for rambling and
scrabble.

Mr C. L. Walter then
gave his programme en-
titled “‘Landscape and
flowers™, illustrated by
beautiful slides and
music. He started with
close-ups of flowers,
very colourful, then
landscapes, ending with
flowers, 'berries and
fruits. Very enjoyable
and interesting, making
members forget the stor-
my weather outside.

“The competition for a
small arangement using
wild materials was won
by Mrs Gillings.

St Peter's Wives

A LARGE number
members  gathered in
Church House in January

of

to hear a member of the
Ambulance Service talk
on his experiences. It
was a very interesting
anccdotal account of the
life of an Ambulance Of-
ficer. It was both amus-
ing and serious and gave
those present a great
deal to think about the
work of the ambulance
service and to be grateful
for it.

Prior to the talk, the
members held an ex-
traordinary  general
meeting to discuss the
name of the group. As
the group is open to all
ladies irrespective of
their status and religious
affiliation, it was thought
that the present name
did not convey this,

However, after much
discussion, a vote was
taken on whether to
change the name or not
and it was decided that
St Peter’s Wives’ Group
was to remain the name
of the group. All ladies
are welcome to the
meetings which are held
on the third Tuesday in
cach month at Church
House.

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

Caversham
Heights T.G.

MAJOR Michael Paxton,
formerly public relations
officer for Huntley and
Palmers and later for
Nabisco, recalled with a
video and a talk for a
large audience of
members of Caversham
Heights Townswomen's
Guild, the heydey of
biscuit making before
the arrival of technology
when baking and wrap-
ping were done largely
by hand.

He told how George
Palmer, who farmed in
Somerset, found a tin of
biscuits one vyear at
Glastonbury Fair. Later
the tall young Quaker
stepped from a stage-
coach in 1841 to greet
Thomas Huntley in his
newly opened confec-
tionery emporium in
London Street.

Thomas Huntley's

" Turn to page 11

E. & R. STACEY

David Clarke
257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING
Telephone 472096 or 479253

Proprietor:

evenings

Panel beating, spraying,
chassis repairing

Accident and

insurance work

- undertaken.

is open during term time

16 Peppard Road,

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for

the care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School

. The babies and children are

cared for by trained staff assisted by our own student
nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

Horse feed, 20+

PET SHOP — NOW OPEN — PETSHOP
DEN & JULIE’'S PET SERVICES
Run by a seasoned Pigeon fancier and a
qualified Veterinary Nurse

Very wide range of pet supplies

Pigeon corns, fishing

tackle, garden supplies,' seeds. (Animals &
Birds available on request)
61A Grove Road,
Emmer Green, Reading Tel 481619
OPEN TILL 7pm FRIDAYS 9-12 noon Sundays

(off Evesham Road)
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SOME sixteen years ago,
Caversham Park Church
opened its arms to
welcome someone who
was to play an important
part in the g’]qyfu! wor-
ship of this infant
Church.

George Odie joined in

Hthe fellowship and
shared in playing the
piano for worship,

M originally as a locum for
our regular pianist, but
he has played regularly
M for the last eleven years.
For some years now, he
Whas been our only

pianist, practising
Hregularly and guiding us
through new and

sometimes  difficult
i , as well as old

A far crr from
MGeorge’s early chur-
dichgoing in the Primitive

From page 10

m)m[l*ncr.]oseph supplied
‘the containers for
@)iscuits from his iron-
L‘-\-. nongery shop opposite.
“With George Palmer as
_entrepreneur a site was
L carefully chosen and
Bmoney  borrowed to
build a factory. Flour us-
“td to come from Sonn-
ping Mill, and canals and
he railways were made
tuse of. As the Quakers'
sword was their bona. a

GEORGE ODIE

Methodist tradition, he
has coped with liturgy,
metres and guitars with
equanimity — not to
mention the school
piano, which has always
had a mind of its own!

George has been a
stalwart in the church,
through his own joys
and sorrows, and a sup-
port and friend to others
in need. We rejoiced
with George and Enid,
when they married at St
Margaret’s
Mapledurham just over
two years ago and now,
as we sadly see him give
up playing for us regular-
ly, we wish them both a
long and very happy
retirement together.
They will still be an in-
portant part of our wor-
ship and praise, but
George feels that his
fingers are not as nimble
"“As they used to was!”’

good reputation was
built up.

When Thomas
Huntley died, his family
was no longer in-

terested, so George's
brothers, William, Isaac
and Samuel were sent
for from Somerset. They
went up to London to ar-
range for world-wide ex-
port. In 1976 the factory
was moved to London.

“The Start and the
Finish™ is a video with
music from a piano con-

«certo by Dmitri
Shostokavich telling the
story of more co-

operation  between
Quakers. It shows Peek
Freans in 1906 and in
1988 before being pull-
ed down. For this Major
Paxton interviewed peo-
ple from Bermondsey
who used to work there.
He has a film of the new
machines, but in the ear-

Long and sho

grounds with a

L

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful

atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG1 6ND

rt term stay

very homely

J. LUCKETT

NATIONWIDE, 14
Cavers
Telephone Reading

Services) LTD
PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

(Insurance

Church Street,
ham
481130 or 472950

and that it is time he
took his seat in the con-
gregation. Not Bad, con-
sidering that George is
approaching the beginn-
ing of his ninth decade
— and | hope he won’t
mind me telling you
that!

Bless you George, and
thank you for all you
have contributed to the
life and growth of Caver-
sham Park Church, from
all of us — and have a
happy and well-
deserved holiday in the
sunshine.

Margaret Ellison

WANTED — PIANIST for
Caversham Park Church’s
Sunday Services at 11am
Both Traditional and Modern
music used.

If interested, please contact:
Mavis Davis 475104.

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

The Rev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church
Road. Tel: 479130.

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)
The Rev Alan Wilson, St John's House, % South View
Avenue. Tel: 471814

Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd. Tel
472788.

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel
478239.

The Rev Christine Allsopp, 25 llkley Road. Tel: 472070

BAPTIST

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668
METHODIST

The Rev Keith Saunders, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham
Tel: 482530

UNITED REFORMED
The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529
The Rev Michael Holmes, 8 Southview Avenue. Tel
474138.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South View
Avenue. Tel: 471787

(For Caversham Park Village)

The Rev Cecil Keane, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common

ly days a four pound tin
could be filled amazing-
ly quickly. Recipes of
some of the four hun-
dred different types of
biscuit made and other
items of interest can be
found in the Reading
Museum.

At the social studies
Mrs Meryl Beek remind-
ed members of “'going
through the windows"
in Playschool, showing
slides giving glimpses of
the remote area of
Auvergne, where the
Allier flows north to join
the Loire. Others were
of Parish and scenes in
Brittany, where cider
and other interesting
products are made.

Reading and
District
Gardeners'
Mutual
Improvement
Association

THE Reading and
District  Gardeners’
Mutual Improvement

Association, established
now for over one hun-
dred years, holds fort-
nightly meetings' in the

Friday,
2nd March

Saturday,
24th March

Monday,
2nd April

Week
1-7 April

Tel: 723418.

Odd Fellows Hall, Ox-
ford Road, Reading on
Wednesdays at 7.15
p.m. During January
three meetings were
held and all were well
attended.

ao
ad

The Association is
pleased to have a close
liaison with the Univer-
sity of Reading and three
of its Vice-Presidents are
members of the
Academic Staff, so it was
a welcome start to the
New Year when Dr
Stephen  Jury, Tax-
onomist in the Plant
Science Department,
gave a talk on a recent
visit he had made to
Bulgaria.

Dr Jury is Curator of
the Herbarium in the
University and  makes
regular trips abroad to
find research material,
and it was one such visit
he made to Bulgaria
about which he talked
on January 3rd. He
showed slides of many
of the interesting plants
he found, of people he
had met and of the
scenery. Plant material,
mainly as seeds, is con-
stantly propogated and
studied in the University
and there may be,
amongst it, some plants
of garden value in the

CAVERSHAM DIARY

Women's World Day of Prayer
2pm St James' RC Church, Reding
8.15pm St Anne's RC Church,

Caversham

8.00pm St Peter's Caversham. Concert
by Reading Male Voice Choir for

CARE

8.00pm Annual Meeting Caversham &
District Residents’ Association.
Caversham Baptist Church

Children’s Society Week. Please help
in house-to-house collection. Ring
Lynn Baker 471262.

tuture.

On January 17th Dr
John Ackeroyd, who,
until recently, has been
associated with the
Department of Botany in
the  University in - his
work on research for the
Flora Europaea, gave a
talk entitled “"Weeds and
Aliens™. He showed
slides of plants he had
studied all over Europe
and explained why cer-
tain ones become class-
ed as weeds and how in
some cases, they are in-
troduced, become
established and are then
accepted as part of a
country’s plant polula-
tion and are called aliens

od
0o

On  January 30th
members heard a talk en-
titled “"Herbs and 'their
Usage™. This was given
by Mr Richard Scott who
has, in the last few years,
established a new and in-
teresting nursery called
“The Herb Farm™ at Son

ning Common. He
showed  slides and
described how it has

been developed from a
picce of arable land and
now has a lovely
restored timbered barn
which is used as a sales
centre and landscaped
areas where herbs are
grown to demonstrate
their uses and advan
tages as garden plants
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Milwards have been fitting st
well over a century In bra
throughout the South of En

Milwards offer personal

fitting expertise for the

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE
THAMES VALLEY

CRO7WN BUTCHERS

5 Whitley Street
Reading, Berks
Tel: (0734) 751600

Suppliers of Aberdeen Premier Beef

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY
... TUES. FRI AND SAT
TO ANY AREA IN
CAVERSHAM
NO ORDER TOO SMALL
122 % Discount given on

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS
OVER £40

H > J
OUR POTATOES TAKE
SOME BEATING!

The Spud Centre over the years has built an
excellent reputation for quality, price and
personal service second to none.

ALSO SIZE 1 JUMBO EGGS
REMEMBER WE GUARANTEE THE QUALITY

Read our guarantee in the shop

THE SPUD CENTRE

GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
and NORCOT ROAD, TILEHURST
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 9.30-5.30 PM

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
NEW AND
FLYMO RECONDITIONED
MOUNTFIELD MACHINES
HAYTER

Free estimates

ATCO, etc

000000000000000000000000000
/1000000000000 000000000200000



John Kitcher & Son

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
(evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS |
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

1&”

\ :
ST v e LML IA B

Large range of patterns to choose from

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM

TILE CENTRE

1 FIXING BY OUR OWN
é‘ﬁ;ﬁz’ FIXING EXPERTS P
Z%V"\ rﬁ‘\ 55 Donkin Hill

NS
Caversham King
Reading RG4 ODG\

0734 478853/479163 ™vmar
[P -]
Walton Adams
& Son Limited i
PHOTOGRAPHERS

| Central Heating

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING ~ ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296

| K. . BARNES

Your

PET SHOP

in
CAVERSHAM

Gee Gee Pets
and Aquaria
(29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday
Friday and Saturday
Local Delivery Service

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, MARCH 1990

D.J.S. BUILDERS

Houses, Extensions, Alterations. All
types of brickwork, garden walls,
patios, roofing, exterior and interior
decorating and other property
maintenance needed.

Fast and Efficient Service
for estimates and advice

Telephone Reading 475998

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half

normal fares. Tested and registered by Read-

ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality

Advance booking taken evenings

f RAY GALLAGHEFﬁ

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention
NO job too small
Telephone Reading 475599

General Repairs

& SON
209 Kidmore Road
Caversham

Telephone:

481929#4

<
J.D.SANSUM & SO
PLUMBING, HEATING & GENERAL REPAIRS
KITCHLN & BATHROOM SPECIALIST

Reading RG4 7RT

15 Blenheim Road, Caversham Heights

TELEPHONE: READING 473003

LET US GIVE YOU A FREE ESTIMATE

Weddings Parties

The Entertaining Cooks

Business Lunches

Dinners

| Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide

Buffets

No job too small READING 470690 , 1 Kirkham Close,
& Caversham Park Village, Reading. J)
s NETLEY LANDSCAPES
STUDIO Garden design and construction TOMALIN & SON J.R. McCARDLE
Jolanta and Stephen Hugh Netley, NDLC (N.AF.D.)
invite you to their PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK, ST_ONEMASON
GENTLEMENS WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE Funeral
& LADIES CUENANCE WATERFEATURE, T Eic o Fine Memorils in
HAIR‘\SIALON TGN irectors Marble, Stone and
16 Hemdean Road, Jooss | 48 New Streat Granite
Caversha Restorati d all
RAAIZORH("E?;I:\I’E AND Henley-on-Thames egt}(]]: ﬁ:sgﬁ,ya
of LA r 7 D
S;’L(!/fll.%’n‘ BARBARA Telephone 3370 undertaken
Tel. 477340 LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER DAY AND NIGHT READING 62362
30 Church Street, Caversham. ot |
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

Carpenter & Joiner

PETER
MAY )
Phone Reading 478175

BRITISH CHIROPODY ASSOCIATION
announce

MR JOHN REED wmsscHmscHA
QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST

10 Bramber Mews
Caversham
Reading

Appointments

READING 477013

ARTHUR
BUTLER A.F.JONES
N.A.F.D.
FUNERAL MASTER
DIRECTORS MASONS
Craftsmen in Stone
IRl BEDFORD RD
Reading 722828 READING
Director:
Mr Elki;gton Telephone

15 Chiltern Bank,
Peppard Common

573537

P.S.K. Tree Surgery & Forestry Contractor

DANGEROUS TREES REMOVED
SECTIONAL FELLING
CROWN THINNING & RE-SHAPING AND
CLEARANCE WORK
INSURANCE COVER

Phone: (0491) 680249

REPAIRS TO Dressmaker
Ws' VInEos Available for:
Ladies Fashions,
and AUDIO Bridal Wear,
ozt oees S fronet| | Purnishings, Toys,
guaranteed Alterations etc.
Aerial installation undertaken
REASONABLE CHARGES Cl‘lf.;%wng

Reading 483354

READING 479276
ANY TIME
15004

CAVERSHAM

Building @ Property maintenance
Alterations ® Extensions @ R_opfmg
Decorating @ Pointing ® Wiring

MICHAEL BLACKBURN aB.1.P.P.

WEDDINGS, COLOUR PORTRAITS,
PASSPORT SERVICE

AT

HYMOR Photographers

41 PROSPECT ST., CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 479450 & 475451
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