THERE CANNOT BE
MANY PEOPLE
LEFT IN EMMER
GREEN who were
there in 1889, two
years after the
Golden Jubilee of
Queen Victoria. Mr
Laurence Hunt is
one of them. That
year he was aged
four and his father
came to work as
farm bailiff for Mr
Saunders of Caver-
sham Grove. Mr
Hunt remembers be-
ing carried all the
way from Reading
Station in his
father’s arms. That
was his first day at
his new home in
Emmer Green: Be-

fore long the family |

were settled in their
house and photos I

have seen show it :

surrounded by a
garden full of
flowers. Sadly it has
now been pulled
down for develop-
ment.

Soon Laurie, as he
is affectionately
known to his young
friends from High-
down, was himself
attending the little
school at Emmer
Green in Peppard
Road where he rang
the bell daily. Like all
the rest of the local
children he enjoyed
playing in King'’s
field, skating and
sliding on the pond
there when winters
were cold enough for
ittofreeze. The pond
is now filled in and
has a bus stop on top
of it. No doubt as a
boy he went along
with others down to
the little stream
which ran through
the dip in the field
and, was called;the

EMMER GREEN:

Memories of Victorian and Edwardian days

Swilley. Here water- House and behind
cressgrewbesidethe the lodge was a huge

fast ‘flowing water tank. Every day:

and paper boats Laurie had the im-
would have floated portant task of get-

merrily

along ting the water supp-

towards the two ly for everyone in
stiles in Rotherfield Grove Cottages and
Way. This tiny brook Caversham Grove.
was the boundary He had a retired car-
line between the riage horse to help

him. With blinkers
on, it was made to
walk round and
round hauling up
the buckets of cool,
clear spring water.
This went on until
first the tank at the
lodge was filled,
then from this a pipe
leading to a second
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tank took water
nearer to Mr
Saunders’ residence.
As soon as this se-
cond one became
brimful Mr Low, the
butler, who had
been keeping an eye
on things at his end,
rang a loud bell. Im-
mediately the old

horse stopped dead.
It had soon learnt
when  the bell
sounded that was
the end of the daily
round.

Sunday was a day
of rest, at least from
maintaining the
water supply. On
Sundays Laurie
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been number seven.

Whilst chatting to
Mr Hunt, I mention-
ed how interested I
was in Grove Cot-
tages, especially
numbers eighteen to
twenty-four. Several
years ago, before
some outside wall
repairs had been
done, a large amount
of dressed stone, ob-
viously old, could be
seen at the corner of
the dwelling nearest
to the road. Laurie
told me it had come
from the original old
mansion of Wyfold

¢ Court when altera-

tions had been car-
ried out. Perhaps I
am wrong, but these

i fourcottageslook as

if they were once
one dwelling,
possibly a farm
house. I told Laurie
[ thought they were
about two hundred

¢+ and fifty years old
s and that was his

The way to Emmer Green. Here at Little End the road divides left and right (now the lights at
Queen Anne's School junction). Laurie’s father would have turned left unless, of course, he went
along Hemdean Road and up the steep climb of Grove Hill.

estatesof Caversham
Grove and Caver-
sham Park. Perhaps,
too, Laurie and his
friends explored
some of the old chalk
caves nearby.

When the butler
rang the bell
Then school came
to an end and life
began in earnest.
Laurie started work
at the Grove as a
gardener’s boy. But
it was not all garden-
ing. A very deep
well had been sunk
inside the second
entrance to the Big

The iron (second) bridge at Caversham over which Laurie was carried

N

to his new home at Emmer Green. Waterman Piper’'s house is in the
centre of the picture. An old bricked up arch belonging to the original
bridge can be seen on the right and the way down to the river marks

the old ferry crossing.

pushed Mrs
Saunders in her
wheelchair to St
Barnabas for Matins.
The church was
then the original
building. After the
service Laurie made
the return trip and
always received
half-a-crown (twelve
and a half pence)
from Mr Saunders.
No doubt some of
the half-a-crown
was spent in the lit-
tle shop in one of
Grove Cottages, kept
by Mr Jack Wood-
age. It may have

reckoning too. With
a second storey, attic
windows and old
tiles on the roof,
they were certainly
older and different
in style from the
charming Victorian
Cottages which now
join them.

For several years
Laurie left Emmer
Green but came
back again to the
place of his youth.
He has been here a
long time since his
return and must
have many memor-
ies still not shared
with me. It was a
pleasure to chat
with him and
perhaps, one day, I
shall learn more of

Turn to page 2 °
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Caversham Hill Chapel
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' By The Rev Mike Holmes
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OD

AND

DISASTERS

My youngest daughter, who is four, an-
nounced the other day that she loved
everybedy in the whole world and then
added that she was like God! With the re-
cent spate of disasters that have befallen
our planet recently comes a question on
many people’s lips, “How could a God of
love allow these things to happen?” Earlier
this year in Caversham and more recent-
ly in Reading, hundreds of Christians mar-
ched through the streets singing and
declaring that God loves us. If he loves us,
why does he allow us to suffer?

We have seen famines, floods, earth-
guakes, wars, diseases, air, sea and train

isasters, not to mention the ongoing
disasters of violence, drugs, corruption
and family breakdown. With there being
no apparent end in sight for these things,
can we assume that God either does not
exist or perhaps does not care any more?

Part of the answer to these questions is
strangely enough the fact that “God is
love’”! To God love matters more than
anything else in the world. God'’s purpose
in creating men and women was for them
to enjoy his love and for them to return
that love.

Because love is a voluntary thing, he
ave us free-will to choose whether to
ove God or not; you cannot make peo-
ple love you.

Instead of choosing to love, many peo-
ple act selfishly, giving way to hatred and
greed in their hearts and causing great
trouble to others. Many of the disasters
we see happening are due to man’s in-
humanity to man.

We therefore see that out of man’s free-
will come many disasters for which only
he is to blame. Even with some of the
more ‘natural’ disasters man is not entire-
ly innocent. If a great earthquake hit San
Francisco next week causing great loss of
life, would God be to blame or the peo-
ple living there who know only too well
the possibility of such a disaster? Also,
man’s mismanagement of the environ-
ment is beginning to add to the dimen-
sions of some more natural problems such
as flooding.

This does not explain everything. What
about the innocent child mauled to death
by a lion, or the baby struck by lightning?
1 think we need to understand that we live
in a world that shapes our characters.
Without people who are hurting there
would be no good samaritans. If life was
a bed of roses we would all grow up to
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be weeds! | personally know many peo-
ple who suffer in order for them to be bet-
ter people at the end of it, although it is
hard for them at the time. God is in-
terested on the inside of our lives more
than the outward appearance. Now, it
may seem fair that only those who believe
in God and his purposes should undergo
suffering for the development of their
characters, since those who choose not
to live God are free agents, are they not?
However, if only Christians suffered, and
God protected everybody else, | wonder
what the result would be. Not many Chris-
tians | would think! No, God has created
a world where time and chance happen
to everybody. Where a measure of suffer-
ing is almost bound to come to us all at
some stage. The more godless man
becomes, the more likely disaster will hit.

Is all doom and gloom? God grieves to
see the selfishness of man and yet we read
in John’s gospel that, “God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life.”” Despite the
fact that at that time the world had by and
large grown cold towards God, he sent
Jesus not to condemn the world but to
save it.

As inviduals we have the opportunity to
escape the greatest disaster that can ever
befall us, the consequence of our
godlessness, namely eternal death. This is
through belief in Jesus and his work on
the cross.

There are people | know who suffer, but
inwardly they have a peace, a joy and love
that comes from Jesus.

God says through the Bible that one day
he will step into the affairs of this world
in such a way as to put an end to suffer-
ing, crying, pain and even death. This is
called the future ‘Kingdom of God’. | am
looking forward to it, are you?

A victim of disaster

An act of God they say.
Precious little consolation
On this dreadful, dismal day.

A victim of disaster
They know it was a bomb,
Precious little consolation.

That won't bring back my son.

A victim of disaster

But he made Christ is King.
Very precious consolation
Resurrection this will bring.

The Editors wish to make it
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expressed in this news-
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reflect the opinion of the
board.
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IT’S

LENT

Every now and
again, businesses ex-
amine ‘where they
are heading and con-
sider whether they
can make im-
provements in the
way they operate.
Such ‘‘stocktaking’’
is seen as necessary
and invaluable.
Christians  too
need time to ex-
amine their lives.
The season of Lent
offers a useful op-
portunity for this. It
can be seen as a time
“lent”’ by God to us
to do some spiritual

stocktaking.
OO
This lent, St

Peter’s is planning 5
house groups, each
on a different aspect
of the Christian
faith. Three of the
groups will be bible
study, one on prayer,
the other looking at
a number of issues.
Most of the groups
will, of necessity, be
limited to about 12
people owing to
space, but the groups
are open to all, from
other churches and

fron none. The
groups are:
Monday eveings

(starting Feb. 13th):

bible study group, -

leader Fi Radford
(483965), hosts Enid
and John Toombs.
The book for this
group will be ‘“The
Christian Adven-
ture’’ by Maurice
Maddocks; 6 weeks.

Emmer Green as it
once was when I
visit him again.

* k % %

I did visit Laurie
again, at least three
times, but his
memory had
become very bad
and I was never
again to have such a
clear account of the
past. I was never
sure if he was rambl-
ing and he often
repeated the same
stories to me. In the
end he would forget
who I was when I ar-
rived and during the
afternoon often ask
me my name. Laurie
died in 1980.

Tuesday evenings: (47046).

Hosts:

(starting Feb: 14th); Margaret Baily and.

multi-issue training

group, covering doc- -

trine, the bible,
witness, mission and
prayer. Several
leaders, hosted by
Lyn Baker (471262).
5 weeks.

OO

ings: (starting
Feb.15th): prayer;
considering practical
aspects of prayer,
(about a quarter of
the time will be
spent in prayer).
Leader John
Madeley (476063),
host Susie Mee; 5
weeks.

Thursday evenings:
(starting Feb. 9th):
bible study; leaders
Lyn and Bill Butler

Peter Fry. . Also
follows the'Maurice
Maddocks book." 5,
possibly 6 weeks.
There will also be
an afternoon group,
led by Rosalind
Rutherford, at
which creche
facilities may be
available. Details

oo from 4790810 e
Wednesday. even-: RESUERE

If you would like
to take part, please
ring the relevant
leader without
delay! If more peo-
ple want to come to
the groups than
space allows, it may
be possible to repeat
at least some of
them later in the
year.

3 L
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Apply to:
Tel: 723350 (daytime)

MAPLEDURHAM HOUSE
1989 SUMMER SEASON

Vacancies for Part time Staff .
Guides & Catering Staff (mid-week & weekends)
Watermill & Entrance Staff (weekends)
Holiday Cottage Cleaning (Friday a.m.)
Estate Manager,
Mapledurham

Estate Office,
723370 (evenings)

UNDER NEW

J. P. MOTORS

MANAGEMENT

* MoT while you wait (by
appointment)

* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken
* New and used car sales

* Collection and delivery service
can be arranged ,

Call us today for first-class
personal service

Tel: 477377_ — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE,
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

CHILTERN ROAD

Telephone: Reading 473003

LET US CALL AND GIVE YOU
A FREE ESTIMATE

J. D. Sansum & Son

PLUMBING, HEATING
AND GENERAL REPAIRS
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Rd, Caversham
Reading RG4 7RT
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THIS MONTH’S
CONTRIBUTION is
always difficult to
produce. With one’s
mind still half an-
chored to the
Christmas celebra-
tions, it isn’t easy to
project to the begin-
ning of February, by
which time Christ-
mas willbe butadim
memory to most of
our readers. But I'm
making no excuses
for using the oppor-
tunity to con-
gratulate the shop
assistants in Caver-
sham for the gallant
way in which they
coped with hordes of
shoppers. The lads
and lasses in
Waitrose, for in-
stance, remained un-
failingly polite and
helpful in spite of the
enormous queues.
And that goes for the
other shops in the
area.

LUCKY SHOPPERS
In spite of a few
gapsin our shopping
needs, we are really
very fortunate in
Caversham— I speak
mainly of those I
know inthe Prospect
Street, Church Street
area but I'm inform-
ed so often how good
other shopping areas
area, in particular
the Donkin Hill area,
Caversham  Park
Village and others
thatlonly wish I had
the time to explore
further. Having to go
to Reading for shop-
ping just before
Christmas — some-
thing I don’tdo more
oftenthan I can hel
— | was struck wit
the difference bet-
ween some shops in
the town, where it
seemscustomersare
by no means always
well served, and our
own shops. There's
our bookshop, asI've
said before, is more
helpful and infor-
mative than any
others. Where else
could you go into a
bookshop which, as

| KATY IN CAVERSHAM

I've said before, is
more helpful and in-
formative than any
others. Where else
could you go into a
bookshop and, not
knowing the name of
the book or the
author — perhaps
just the merest idea
of what the book is
about — find the
Mullaneys and their
assistants willing to
spend ages trying to
track down what you
want. (Incidentally |
only dare say this
now because this
particular Editor will
be away when this
goesto print). Where
else couldyou finda

hardware  shop
where they would
take time not only to
search for what you
want, but to tell you
how to instal some
items — no wonder
the ‘shop on the cor-
ner’ is usually so
packed. '

The florists don't
just sell flowers; the
assistants will advise
you on what flowers
to get for any par-
ticular  occasions
and how to treat
their plants and
flowers to get the
best out of them.
And the lady in
Stichin’ Time recent-

ly went to some
lengths to find me a
very small piece of
material for a pat-
ching job.

And as to the pet
shop, accustomed as
I am to hearing of
some . customers’
demands, | admit |
was shattered when
I heard about the
lady who had them
turn out their entire
stock of something,
cat boxes or flaps or
something, and then
blatantly said she
would get it in town
where it would be
cheaper. On being
asked why she didn’t
go there in the first

A LETTER TO KATY

Dear Katy,

| was very interes-
ted in your piece
about finding arefuge
for your injured
thrush.

| wonder whether
you have found out
the telephone
number of your
friendly  folk in
Queen’s Road? In
case you have not —
it is known as the
Silver Birches Animal
Sanctuary 475514. |
think it was originally
run by Mrs Cash in
Tilehurst and when
she moved away this
family took on the no
easy task of befrien-
ding all injured

animals and birds that
were brought to
them. | think the
gentleman is a rela-
tion of Mrs Cash.

| have got to know
them quite  well
through taking jum-
ble to them. They are
entirely voluntary and
Ithink alot comes out
of theirown pockets.
They take in
everything but dogs
(they have four of
their —own they
rescued!) Atone time
he told me he had
numerous cats, mice,
agoat, geese, ducks,
an owl, rabbits, etc!

Once he was just
offto try and catch a

squirrel which had
runamok inashopin
Tilehurst. I think they
did catch it eventual-
ly! It would be nice of
they could have a
mention in the Caver-
sham Bridge.

| expect you con-
tacted my friend, Mrs
Brimblecombe, at the
Wokingham  and
District ~ Animal
Rescue (another con-
cern run entirely
voluntarily) 782868).
1 got my present four
footed companion
from there.

We do enjoy your
articles.
Yours etc,
Elizabeth Golby

BOOKS FOR LENT

Mortification is a
practice that Chris-
tians ‘have indulged
in, | almost wrote en-
joyed, from their
earliest days, especi-
allyin Lent. Welldon't
despair. There is one
activity that can be
both spiritually uplif-
ting and enjoyable.
What else but disco-
vering a good book.

*“Colour of blood"’
by Brian Moore is
about a Cardinal in a
Communist country
who finds his ene-
mies are his friends
and possibly vice ver-
sa. Itis a fast moving
adventure story
whilst being deeply
soul searching in pos-
tant that old, old
question ‘“Whois my

Neighbour?’* A good

Lenten theme.

Tales of fasting
should go down well
with lent. How about
those evergreen cau-
tionary hors d'oeuv-
res, the tales of
Beatrix Potter? Peter
Rabbit's legendary
gluttony leading him
into all sorts of
scrapes and resulting
in the dreaded table
spoonful of Camo-
mile tea, must surely
give us some food for
thought.

Daily  scripture
readings are a must
forthe serious lenten
pilgrim. Have you
thought about trying
the original though?
For the most robust
amongst us whose
Hebrew and Greek
have seen better

days, | can offer
““Light on the Path’’
this does in fact
reduplicate the scrip-
tures in Hebrew and
Greek, two readings

case she replied that
supermarkets don’t
give advice. Really,
some people!

And in my hair-
dressers recently, |
was willing the
assistants to say ‘No’
to the lady, not usual-
ly a customer there,
who wanted a last
minute appointment
just before Christ-
mas but couldn't
make this, that or the
other time. Those
lasses have got more
patience than | have;
they didn’t say ‘No’
and they did fitherin
somehow.

I make no apolo-

mother many years
ago; l remember her
telling me that she
was working in the
People’s Pantr
‘whenthe bomb fell’.
| believe she was
badly injured. I'm
told that latterly
Doreen was very in-
terested in gardens
of all sorts, which is
why we've been so
fortunate with her
gift of the garden
feature in Caver-
sham Court.

Many thanks all of
you who have pro-
vided odd bits of in-
formation. What a
marvellous memor-
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ial for Doreen to
leave behind; she
must have been a
very interesting per-

y son and I'm only

sorry that, as far as |
know, we never met.

OXFAM

I'm told that the
Oxfam Shop isabout
due for some altera-
tions; they may have
to close for a short
time while these take
place. But I'msureit
won't take long for
customers to return
toashop where they
never know what
treasure they are go-
ing to find.

gies for mentioning
these people; they
deserve it. And does
itever occur to them
that one day they
might wake up and
find our local shops
have gone out of
business because of
such cavalier treat-
ment. But | should
add that, as our
assistants say, this
kind of customerisa

rarity in Caversham, |

thank heavens.

DOREEN NIKER
I’'m grateful to San-

draWinter for taking |

the trouble to write
about Doreen Niker.
Several people have
come up with odd
items of news about
her, including the
fact that she was
educated at Wilson
School and Kendrick
Girls’ School. And
I've discovered,
what | half suspec-
ted, that I knew here

for each day of the
year. But beware, the
English notes are
minimal. Let's re-
member that the
word carnival really
means goodbye to
meat but perhaps in
the end we can com-
bine  mortification
with a soupcon of
enjoyment.

Books reviewed:
Colour of Blood, B.
Moore, Paladin
paperback £3.95
Tales of Peter Rabbit,
B Potter, Warne£3.50
Light on the Path,
Bitzer, Baker
paperback = £5.95

JENNINGS BROS

p-
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FAMILY
BUTCHERS

PERSONAL SERVICE
QUALITY MEATS

FREEZER ORDERS CUT
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

' 10% DISCOUNT

1
|
iGiven off current retail}
prices on purchases |

i

OVER £40

Branches at:

STMARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

CATERING DIVISION
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

||
ROBIN JAMES

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS

44 Church Street
Caversham

READING 472099

Complete Spectacles from £14.95 to over £200
Latest Fashion Frames and Newest Technology Lenses

Z9WERRING,
GLASSES 7




Last month it was
stated in this col-
umn that unless a
miracle occurred,
permission would
have been given for
building in Bugs
Bottom by the time
this newspaperap-
peared in print. A
miracle did occur,
thoughonly asmall
one, and it would
be rash to read too
much into it, but
nevertheless it
means Bugs Bot-
tom 1is still there

and a valuable
space has been
gained.

What happened
was that the period
for completing the
Section 52 agree-
ment was extended
by a month to 9th
January. This was
because all the
details had not
after all been com-
pletedinthe twen-
ty eight daysallow-
ed. Reading
Borough Council
were not prepared
toconcede asmuch
as a ‘‘blade of
grass’’ (to quote
ClIr. G. Rush, Chair-
man of Planning)
beyond what they
were legally re-

quired to, so every
detail had to be
looked

at very

RESIDENTS
VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog
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BUGS BOTTOM — STILL THERE

carefully indeed. It
was not until near-
ly the end of that
period that
Reading Borough
Council’s legal ad-
visers had com-
pleted their ex-
amination of the
reasons put for-
ward by the Secre-
tary of State for
upholdingthe orig-
inal decision and
come to the conclu-
sion that his
dismissal of the
provisions of the
County Replace-
ment  Structure
Plan should not go
unchallenged. Asa
consequence the
Borough Council
wrote, with the full
support of Berk-
shire County Coun-
cil, asking for the
Public Inquiry tobe
re-opened. The res-
ponse to this is still
awaited as thisarti-
cleisbeing written.

If the Inquiry
were to be re-
opened, the
chancesofitsover-
throwing the
original decision
would be high, for
thereislittle doubt
that had the
original Inquiry

beenheld in the cir-
cumstances that
were prevailing by
the time its results
were announced, a
very different deci-
sion would have
been reached.
Inthe meantime,
organisations such
as Emmer Green
Residents’ Associa-
tion, concentrating
mainly on the traf-
fic isues, the
Chiltern  Society
concentrating on
environmental
issues, Reading
Civic Society and
Caversham and
District Residents’
Association, con-
cerning them-
selves with general
issues, have made
representations to
the Secretary of
State, whilst the
newly formed Bugs
Bottom  Action
Group have been
devising ways of
preventing this
development from
taking place. Fur-
thersupport comes
from the County

Council’s Trans-
portand Policy Pro-
gramme for

1989-90 in whichit
is admitted that

substantial spen-
dingisrequiredjust
to cope with ex-
isting deficiencies,
without takinginto
account the extra
homes envisaged
for Berkshire,
which ‘cannot be
accommodated by
highway construc-
tion of an accep-
table scale’.
Although it does
not specifically
mention Bugs Bot-
tom, it clearly
comes into that
category, par-
ticularly asit would

result in develop-.

ment north of the
river which wasnot
even mentioned in
the Structure Plan.

So we arestill not
quite at the end of
the road. Whilst
there is still a path
remaining ahead, it
will be fought over
every inch of the
way.
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HEMDEAN HOUSE
LOOKS TO THE
FUTURE

Anotheronethat
is still there. All its

friends will wel-
come the news
that, contrary to
earlier reports,
Hemdean House
School is alive and
well and is to re-
main open. Follow-
ing the retirement
of Mrs M.K. Ralph,
whosoably guided
the school through
all the educational
changesof the past
sixteen years dur-
ing which she was
headmistress, Dr
Margaret Marwick,
who forthree years
has been teaching
Science at the
school, has been
appointed the new
head.

A new school
council, with full
staff and parent
representation, is
inthe processof be-
ingsetupandisfor-
mulating plans for
expansion to carry
on the school on a
firm basis into the

‘nineties. Mean-
while, pupils’
education will con-

tinue uninterrup-
ted.

The school has a
history of a hun-
dred and thirty
years behind it,

[ SETTING NEW

We may have a vacancy to suit you.

Tel: 391818, Ext. 309

We have full and part-time positions for bar, banqueting,
restaurant, housekeeping and room service staff. Experience is not
always essential as training will be provided.

]
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NORFOLK CAPITAL HOTELS

JOB OPPORTUNITIES L&

Are you thinking of changing your employment — why not consider
working with us in very pleasant surroundings and have your meals
provided whilst on duty.

If you are interested, please contact Ann McLaughlin in Personnel,

:,.x,, Between 10.00am-2.00pm weekdays

T

PRESERVING GREAT TRADITIONS

placing it amongst
the oldest surviv-
ing girls’ schoolsin
the country. It has
played apartinthe
life of Caversham
ever since it was a
small Oxfordshire
village separated
by meadows from
the neighbouring
town of Reading.
Francis Knighton,
who founded it in
1859 as a sister
school to his suc-
cessful Boys’
Academy, had mov-
ed toCavershamin
1849 from Reading,
where he had
started his boys’
school as early as
1823. This is a
record which the
school and its
friends would not
wish tosee broken.

With its small
classes, the school
is able to place em-
phasis on the in-
dividual needs of
its pupils, par-
ticularly those who
do not find it easy
tosettleinthelarge
environment of
most present day
schools. Its very
good public ex-
amination results
bear witnessto the
high standards it
sets itself. All its
friends will wish it
well in this new
stage of its long
career.

5 [E]

CAR PARK
CHARGES

Charges for the
Waitrose and St
Martin’s car parks
have not actually
beenintroduced at
the time of writing
this column. They
were to have come
into effect at the
beginning of
December but the
necessary equip-
ment wasnotready
until the end of the
year. It remains to
be seen whether
commuters decide
to park in neigh-
bouring streets
(those in the im-
mediate vicinity

have no available

the

space), drive into
Readingand add to
the congestion on
the roadsleading to
and from the
bridges, abandon
their cars for public
transport or even
walking, or pay up
and look big. Some
are even said to be
working out cunn-
ing schemes with
the connivance of
spouse or friend,
whereby with a bit
of juggling they can
take advantage of
the three hours for
fifty pence and still
drive into work. It
does, however,
seem likely that it
will be easier for
the bona fide shop-
per to find a space,
and it even gives
time to take the
kids to feed the
ducks or visit the
play area in Christ-
church Meadows
before incurring
maximum
charges.

[k

IMPROVEMENTS

TO PAVEMENTS

Pavements are
gradually getting
repaired, a very
welcome sight. Itis,
for instance, possi-
ble to walk down
the much used
Priest Hill without
stumblingin cracks
and . holes, and
there are many
other footways
that are in better
condition than
they have been for
years. Others’ are

. stillawaiting for at-

tention, particular-
ly those that are
constructed with
paving slabs and
which are used as
parking lots by
motorists. These
are going to need
special attention
prior to asphalting,
and are therefore
going to have to
wait till the next lot
of money IS
available.
Pavement park-
ing is rife through-
out Reading and it
is done with 1m-

Turn to page 5
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Dear Sirs,

I have been reading
your article by MK, Miss
Green remembers. |
also remember Miss
Green. | was born at
10A Bridge Street in
1901 and can remem-
ber as a boy of approx-
imately nine years of
age having my photo
taken by Mr Green, and
alsoonoccasions play-
ing with his daugher.

Iremember !‘Baylis’’
shop and taking three
shillings to Mr Theobald
and asking for a bottle
of Three Gees whisky
(Gibleys) for my father
Mr Sharp, and on
another occasion tak-
ing a whip to be
repaired by Mrs Berry.

The German Band

POSTBAG

also used to perform
outside the “’Crown” in
Bridge Street, and the
pub’s dog, Bess, used
wail in unison.

Happy Days.

Yours,

Camden Sharp
1 Foxhunt Grove,
Fords Farm, Calcot.

Dear Sir,

The 3rd Reading, St
Peter’s, Venture Scout
Unit is looking for new
members. You will have
the opportunity to go
camping, climbing, cav-
ing, canoeing and walk-
ing amongst others.
Anyone is welcome,
male or female, provid-
ed they are between
age fifteen and twenty,

The
Grange

Registered Residential Care Home

BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY HOUSE
SET IN 10 ACRES BORDERING
THE THAMES YET ONLY A FEW
MINUTES FROM ALL AMENITIES

FEES FROM £180 WEEKLY
Further details and brochure
from Resident Proprietress
Mrs Josephine Buckley

Phone Goring on Thames 872853

RAY GALLAGHER

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention NO job too
small

Telephone Reading 475599

1 Kirkham Close,
Caversham Park Village, Reading’

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half

normal fares. Tested and registered by Read-

ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality -

Advance booking taken evenings
READING 470690

ENJOY
A LAKELAND HOLIDAY

We are a small friendly Guest House situated in an
ideal position for touring the Lakes. Bed and
Breakfast, Evening meal optional. Central Heating.
Children Welcome. A non-smoking residence.
For brochure write to:

Ashleigh Guest House, 11, College Road,
Windermere LA23 1BU or Telephone 09662 2292.
‘YOUR COMFORT IS OUR CONCERN’

and we meet on Mon-
day nights from
8-10pm.

If you are interested
please  phone our
leader, lan Cleare, on
(0734) 477326 or our
chairman, Nigel Under-
wood on (0734)
475419,

Yours,

Nigel Underwood
24b St Andrew’s Road,
Caversham.

Dear Sirs,

On the day that the
Prime Minister visited
Northern Ireland and
commended the RUC in
their fight against ter-
rorism, the following
item of news appeared
in the Daily Press, the
result of a visit by Mrs
Thatcher to Malaysia
some months previous-
ly:  "MAGGIE CLIN-
CHES ARMS ORDER”’.
““Mrs Thatcher has
signed a deal to supply

Malaysia with up to
£1.5 billion worth of
arms. The order in-
cludes twelve British
Aerospace  Tornado
fighter bombers,
ground to air missiles,
radar and at least one
submarine.”’

I immediately wrote
to Mrs Thatcher as
follows: “Arms for
Malaysia! How can you
possibly condemn the
IRA when you are help-
ing to spread possible
death and destruction
around the world?"’

Now Michael Hesel-
tine MP was seen and
heard to say on televi-
sion: "'The Conser-
vative Party would
never  unilaterally
discard nuclear
weapons, thank God!"’
And here | quote an ex-
tract of the letter | sent
him the following day:
“Dear Mr Heseltine,
you slipped up badly

when you thanked God
that the Conservative
Party would not discard
nuclear weapons; you
should have thanked
the devil for he, not
God, is responsible.
God repudiated the
manufacture and use of
weapons of war
through His Son Jesus
Christ when he preach-
ed His Sermon on the
Mount (Matt. Chap. 5).
You should read it, take
it seriously, and act on
it

In support of the
above, the following
quotation is attributed
to Mahatma Gandhi,
who won indepen-
dence for India by non-
violent methods:
“Almost anything you
do will seem insignifi-
cantbutitis very impor-
tant that you do it!"’

Yours etc.,

H.D. Marshall,
164 Kidmore End Road,
Emmer Green.

From page 4

RESIDENTS VIEWPOINT

punity. There
should be no need
to have to place
bollards along the
edge of the foot-
ways if the law
were enforced.
Even with bollards,
motorists go to
amazing lengths,
either knocking
them down, or in-
ching between
them, anything
rather than park-
inglegally and then
walking to where
they wish to go.

PRIORITY
FOR BUSES
New 3 traffic

measures have
been drawn up to
make the junction
of Hemdean Road
and Church Street,
badly abused by il-
legally parked
motorists, safer
thanitisat present.
A bus lane along
Church Street and
then along Caver-
sham Road is
designed to make
bus travel more at-
tractive in order to
reduce the use of
cars. This will en-
tail the loss of a
traffic lane, though
this is usually lost
anyhow through

parked cars. Onthe
other hand, if it
serves to remove
car users who use
their cars as a mat-
ter of habit rather
than necessity, it

could have bene-

ficial results.
Reading’sroads are
overchoked and
there is a limit to
the number of new
roads and car parks
that can be con-
structed (see
above). This
another experi-
ment that it will be
interesting to
watch.

Combined Churches Lent Course

This year the Study
Guide — ‘Sword and
Spirit — the Local
Churches Respond,
whichis being publish-
edby BBCTV tolink up
with their television
series taking place dur-
ing Lent will be used.
There will be weekly
groups made up of all
Christians living in or
worshipping in the
area.

The TV programme
and the study-
exercises are based on
the belief that God isat
work in is world. It is
the task of Christians
to discern his activity,
and then ally them-
selves with it.

Each programme
will look at a diferent
country in our world,
discovering how God
has been at work in
that particular are —
through persecution
and conflict, through
its own position and
political pressure. The
series hasbeen written
by Charles Elliott, who
has a Director of Chris-
tian Aid.

The special study
guide will be available
foreachmemberof the
Study Group, and for
anyone who would
wish to view the pro-
gramme at home. It is
the intention to video
each broadcast and to
play it on the night

when the particular |

group meets.

Lent begins on ASH | £
8th | §
FEBRUARY when the |
two Churches will be | §

91219 =ﬁ;

WEDNESDAY,

open for prayer and

medidation.
Caversham Heights
Methodist Church:

Highmoor Road — from
9.00am to 2pm, with a
Service of Medidation
at 2pm — speaker the
Reverend Bill
Carpenter.

St Andrews, Albert
Road — Open from
3pm to 8pm with the
Sung Eucharist at 8pm
and Imposition of Ash

—  Preacher, the
Reverend Keith
Sanders.

is|,.
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John Kitcher & Son

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
(evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS

LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

Large range of patterns to choose from

9

<5 WE BUY AND SELL G,
P %
2 MILITARIA s

HARRY ELLIS

(Prospect Furnishings)

MEDALS, BADGES, OLD UNIFORMS,
HELMETS, BINOCULARS, COMPASSES etc

6 Prospect St,
Caversham
Reading RG4 8]G

Telephone
(0734) 476565
24 Hour Service

Painter and decorator
interior and exterior
also
General household repairs, brickwork
d plastering undertaken

For free quotation
Phone Reading 722322 or 574546

E. &R. STACEY

Proprietor: David Clarke

"257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING

Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings

i

Panel beating, spraying, chassis
repairing
Accident and insurance work
undertaken

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for

the care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School

is open during term time. The babies and children are

cared for by trained staff assisted by our own student
nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131
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~ ROUND THE CHURCHES

GOSBROOK ROAD REVIEW

Christmas at Gosbrook
Road Methodist
Church proved a time
of celebration and
sharing. The Sunshine
Girls Singing Group
started the ball rolling
with a Christmas Cof-
fee Morning when
after coffee and mince
pies they entertained
visitors with carols.
§100 was raised (in-
cluding generous
donations). The money
was divided between
Leukaemia Research
and help towards the
cost of treatment in
Hungary for Cerebral
lalsy.

The young people's
Felloship took partina
Christmas slide/music
and readings medita-
tion, which was con-
ducted by the Rev.
John Stephens. There
was special singing,
and piano and baritone
horn solos. The slides
were taken from stills

of Franco Zeffirelli's
film ‘Jesus of
Nazareth’, and were of
an excellent quality.

[]

The Women's Fellow-
ship enjoyed a Carol
Service when they
were joined by St
John's Mother’s Union.
The hall was packed
and all appreciated a
lovely afternoon. The
following Tuesday the
Fellowship held their
Christmas party at the
home of Mrs Julia
Hackman and enjoyed
a lovely tea. All
members received a
beautifully worked felt
Christmas  stocking
made by Catherine
Hackman and Sarah
Lavington.

A Coffee and Carols
evening was organised
when members gave
interesting readings on

She Mla

-

CELEBRATION C

= G}grin‘ Heatly

0118 PANGBOURNE,
g?ﬁklﬂﬂhﬂ Rerks R
o qu] moarru

' Supplying Fresh Fruit,
| Vegetables and Potatoes

FREE RANGE EGGS @
TRADITIONAL STRINGS OF HOME
GROWN ONIONS ® HOME
COOKING ® CAKES ® QUICHES
& FREEZER MEALS @ JAMS @
MARMALADE PICKLES @

Tuesday-Saturday 9—1‘;;, é;5pr;1 -
Sunday 9.30am-Noon

rket Gardern i

AKES TO ORDER

Christmas traditions
and excerpts from
well-known storiesand
poems. Friends from
Hawthorn Ward at
Borocourt joined in the
evening and all
thoroughoy enjoved
the fellowship, coffee
& mince pies. §42 was
raised for Hawthorn
Ward which will go
towards a summer
outing.

The children of the
Church came to the
fore on the morning of
the 18th of December.
Anne & Mark Tanner
who have recently
assumed responsibility
for the children, pro-
duced a fine nativity
play and children’s
Family Service. The
Sunshine Girls sang
carols to link the action
together. Samantha
Cooke gave a beautiful
solo of ‘Let there be
peace on earth’.

[l

In the evening an
adult carol servide was
organised by Miss Mary
Prior and led by the
choir. This was follow-
ed by coffee and the
distribution of
Christmas cards.

Monday December
19th was open-air carol
singing night. The Sun-
shine Girls sang out-
side the Caversham
Library for Radio 210’s
‘Give a Child a Chance
Appeal’ and raised
£32. After a good sing
all enjoyed burgers at
the Coffee Inn. Thanks
to the staff for their
welcome. The Am-
bassadors Drum &

Bugle Corps played
g Ps playe

St Peter’s ‘“Scrubbers’

14

E.S. Archer

This group were cleaning the church; other groups cleaned other churches for Christmas.

carols around Lower
Caversham during the
evening and over £40
was collected for The

National Children’s
Home.
Finally Christmas

Day was celebrated

with all the Church |

family. The Morning
service was conducted
by Mr Tony Champion
and various members
took parton the theme
of peace, joy and love.
The children brought
their toys and were
given balloons,
crackers and
streamers. Samantha
Cooke & Bryony Wood
distributed sweets to
the whole congrega-
tion. The service was
organised by Mr Brian
Bosier and thanks

THE PRINTER

9 CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM READING BERKS RG4 7AA

TEL: [0734] 484008

WE PRINT ANYTHING
From Small Business Cards to A3 Posters
on a large range of papers and board

Just 1 colour black to four colour process

Invitations, Leaflets, Brochures, Letterheads,
Compliment Slips, Business Cards, Invoices, Forms,
Labels, Price Lists, etc etc

WE ARE ABLE TO OFFER
Typesetting, Artwork, Plastic Comb Binding, Drilling

WE STOCK

A small range of stationery items: pens, sellotape,

envelopes etc etc

We have Two Heidelberg GTOs which will cope with
almost anything you would want printed

T

must go to him and all
who took part.

Last but by no means
least thanks, must be
recorded to Mark Tan-
ner who made and pro-
vided the outside
Christmas Tree and
Lights. these added to
festivities and
brightened up
Gosbrook Road.

New Priest
for
St Barnabus

As we go to press we
hear of the appoint-
ment of the Rev. Nigel
Hardcastle to St Bar-

nabas. More next
month — meanwhile
welcome to him and his
family. Institution

hoped for April 12th.

04

E.S. Archer
St Peter’s Cherybim Nativity play.

ANGLICAN

ThelRev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church Road. Tel: 479130.
(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)

The Rev Alan Wilson, St John's House, 9 South View Avenue. Tel: 471814.
:l‘hc Rev Paul Kenchington, 51 Galsworthy Drive. Tel: 475152.

The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrew's House, Harrogate Road. Tel: 472788
BAPTIST

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668.

The Rev Dr Philip Egglestone, 324B Hemdean Road. Tel: 470554.
METHODIST

The Rev Keith Sanders, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223,

The Rev Brian Skinner, 48 All Hallows Road, Caversham. Tel: 482530.
UNITED REFORMED

The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmo« L $

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPSEL IR

The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529

The Rev Michael Holmes, 8 Southview Avenue. Tel: '1174138

ROMAN CATHOLIC :

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 471787.

(For Caversham Park Village)

The Rev Cecil Keane, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common. Tel: 723418.
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ROUND THE CHURCHES

BAPTIST NEWS

December wasabusy
time for the
fellowship, starting
with the celebration
of the one hundred
and sixteenth
Church Anniversary.
Dr Barrie White,
Principal of Regents
Park College Oxford,
came to preach at
both services on the
4th. Regents Park is
one of the colleges
which trains people
for the Baptist
Ministry.

Part of the church’s
preparation  for
Christmas  tradi-
tionally includes a
Toy Service and this
was held on 1l1th
December. The
children were en-
couraged to bring
presents which were
placed under the
Christmas tree for

local distribution.
One of the major
events in the church
inDecember was the
musical ‘While
Shepherds Watch’
written by Roger
Jones. It was per-
formed by one of the
music groups, the
Gospel Singers, who
were assisted by
othermembersof the
fellowship in acting
out the story of the
shepherds receiving
the news of the birth
of Jesus. It wasan ex-
cellent, well attend-
ed evening and the
retiring collection
wenttothe ‘Wishing
Well, Great Ormond
Street  Children’s
Hospital Appeal’’.

Sunday 18th saw
the., carols by
candlelightservicein
the evening. On the

19th, in the evening,
the ‘“‘Monday Club’’
children’s group sang
carolsand Christmas
songs to parents in
the church. This
same group had been
out a fortnight
earlier singing carols
at the Arthur Clarke
old people’s home.

The younger
children also had an
opportunity to take
partin the festivities.
On Thursday 15th
December the Tod-
dler Group had a lit-
tle Christmasservice
in the church follow-
ed by a party in the
upstairs hall which
they all thoroughly
enjoyed.

Christmas Day saw
the church packed
forthe celebration of
Jesus’ birth and the
Gospel was
preached.

Mrs J. Henwood
Telephone 470175

9.30am-12.30pm)

retary:

128c Woodcote Road
Telephone 481057

Mrs V. Smith

Visitors to Hall —
Telephone 182010

314 Gosbrook Road

ST ANDREW'S HALL

3 Ilkley Rd. Tel: 475233

TO HIRE A HALL

AN HIALL ST BARNABAS HALL

Mrs M Keen
63 Stuart Close
Emmer Green
Telephone 470471
Evenings 6-9 and weekends
CHURCH HOUSE, CHURCH STREET
Secretary: Mrs W. A. Vincent, The
Parish Office, Caversham
Telephone 471703 (Mon-Thurs

Mapledurham
Telephone 722198

MAPLEDURHAM PAVILION

Mrs Gwendoline Lawton,
Grove Hill
Mrs Underwood
Telephone 475419

TRENCH GREEN HALL
Secretary: Mr Martyn-Johns,
Greendene Farm,

scouT

BAPTIST CHURCH CENTRE
Secretary: Mr. K. Shield,
39 Conisboro Avenue
Telephone 473709

HALL

‘.__é

St Andrew’s
Epiphany party

December was a busy
time for the fellowship,
starting with the
celebration of the one
hundred and sixteenth
Church Anniversary.
Dr Barrie White, Prin-
cipal of Regents Park
College Oxford, came
to preach at both ser-
vices on the 4th.
Regents Park is one of
the colleges which
trains people for the
Baptist Ministry.

Part of the church’s
preparation for
Christmas traditionally
includes a Toy Service
and this was held on
11th December. The
children were en-
couraged to bring
presents which were
placed under the
Christmas tree forlocal
distribution.

One of the major
eventsin the churchin
December was the
musical ‘While
Shepherds Watch’
written by Roger
Jones. It was perform-
ed by one of the music
groups, the Gospel
Singers, who were
assisted by other
members of the
fellowship in acting out
the story of the

shepherds receiving
the news of the birth of
Jesus. It was an ex-
cellent, well attended
evening and the retir-
ing collection went to
the ‘Wishing Well,
Great Ormond Street
Children’s Hospital
Appeal’’.

Sunday 18th saw the
carols by candlelight
service in the evening.
On the 19th, in the
evening, the ‘‘Monday
Club’’ children’s group
sang carols and
Christmas songs to
parents in the church.
This same group had
been out a fortnight
earlier singing carolsat
the Arthur Clarke old
people’s home.

The younger
children also had an
opportunity to take
part in the festivities.
On Thursday 15th
December the Toddler
Group had a little
Christmas service in
the church followed by
a party in the upstairs
hall which they all
thoroughly enjoyed.

Christmas Day saw
the church packed for
the celebration of
Jesus' birth and the
Gospel was preached.

PHOTOGRAPHS

We are grateful to many people who
send photographs for publication.
Would you please note that if -you
would like your photograph returned
to you, either send a stamped address-
ed envelope and we will return it, or
make a note on the back of the

. photograph that you will collect it
from Church House.

St Andrew’s
Fellowship

St Andrew'’s
Fellowship members
enjoyed their usual
Christmas Party in
December. The large
number attending
were greeted with a
glass of punch and the
proceedings began
with a toast to the
Fellowship.

The Chairman then
handed over to Eric
Aspden who had
organised a delight-ful
evening’s entertain-
ment. Eric read poems,
James his younger son
cang and plaved Ruth

Ortner and Joanna
Hodson sang, Jim
George read amusing
stories, but the lions’
share of the evening’s
offering fell to Philip
Aspden who as well as
playing carols, accom-
panied the singers.
Half way through the
concert the party
broke for delicious
refresh-ments provid-
ed by the Committee. A
carol sung by all round-
ed off a very pleasant
pre-Christmas
meeting.

HELP!

Helpis urgently required with the Guide
Company at St Anne’s Church. This
flourishing company may have to close
at Christmas unless some adult leaders
are found. Anyone interested please
contact Jane Mansfield on 473656 or
ring 477869 or 576587.

BOYS BRIGADE IN ACTION

E.S. Archer

The profe

I alternative to London

Holloway’s

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire.

A professional service from
complete contents to a
single item.
Transport and storage faci-
lities. Free pre-sale inspec-
tion and advice.

Entries for future sales
invited.

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance pur-
poses.

We are agents for

ABBEY
NA

BUILDING SOCIETY

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or
just old or unusual? Do you want to be sure you
get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and
sells antiques in the area. She depends on her
reputation for fair and honest prices.

Give heraring. There is no charge and no

obligation.
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N.G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

TAILORING
SERVICES

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378

READY TO WEAR SUITS
JACKETS AND TROUSERS
FANCY W/COATS
TIES & SHIRTS

MENS HIRE SERVICE

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care

A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG16ND

Margaret Cutts

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Accountancy, book-keeping and taxation
services for the small business and personal
client

READING 472987

IT WAS WITH
GREAT DELIGHT
that most of usheard
that Surley Row has
now been designated
a Conservation Area.
With its charming
and interesting col-
lection of old houses,
it would have been a
great shame to find
its character altered
by the kind of new
development we've
seen all over the
place lately, and
though the conserva-
tion givesno absolute
guarantee of safety,
it is far less likely to
happen now, par-
ticularly as many of

the houses are
already Listed
Buildings.

OFFERS

Suprema

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

MILWARDS
SHOES

— the name that fits

Branches throughout the Thames Valley

Part of Surley Row, looking east

It would be a dif-
ficult task to try and
give a potted history
of all the houses con-
cerned; suffice it to
say that the actual
conservation area
will include some
fine old buildings off
Rotherfield Way and
will extend as far as
the ‘Gardeners’
Arms’, so it seems
that, unlike Bottle
Cottage which older
residents will
remember, nothing
that is old and
beautiful will be
destroyed in the
forseeable future.
Readers of the
‘Bridge’ will have
read in the past
something of the
previous inhabitants
of the area, in par-
ticular the Noble
family, whose home
was at ‘The Hill’ at
the entrance to the
Row; the house is
now divided into
two, part of which is
occupied by Tony
Durant, MP for West
Reading, who has
always taken a keen
interest in the
history of the place.
Anotherold resident
was Rear Admiral
Coffin, who lived at
what became Spring-
field St Luke; he was
responsible for pro-
viding the almhouses
in Westfield Road.

Nearly all the
houses concerned
would have astory to
tell about previous
inhabitants and how
the houses came into
being or were altered
to suit later re-

quirements. When

our photographer,
Ben Archer, and his
wife Joan moved in-
to No.8 in 1968 they
were aware that the
house was over 200
years old, but it was
only later they were
able to piece
together something
of its history. It is by
no means the oldest
House in the Row
and appears to have
been something of an
infill, and a very
charmingoneat that,
probably on the site
of the forge yard
belonging to Spring-
field House. Nor was
their interest confin-
ed toNo.8; they have
been able to work out
that Fir Tree Cottage
and White Cottage
are possibly the
oldest houses and
have a wealth of
ideas about how the

various  buildings
came into being and
their previous
history.

Thanks to the ef-
forts of people like
Mary Kift, quite alot
is known about the
area, and no doubt
with people like the
Archersliving in the
area, even more will
come to light in the
future. Surley Row is
still a charming road
and the newer
houses on the op-
posite side of the
road are built and
landscaped insuch a
way as to keep its
general character. If
anyone does have a
story to tell about
thisarea we would be
delighted to publish
It. Katy
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SURLEY ROW — CONSERVED

E.S. Archer

RE-UPHOLSTERY
FURNITURE REPAIRS &
RESTORATION

HARRY ELLIS

(Prospect Furnishings)

6 Prospect St,
Caversham,

Telephone
Reading RG4 8]G

(0734) 476565

FOR HELPFUL ADVICE ON
CO-ORDINATION AND INTERIOR
DESIGNS WHY NOT CALL IN AT

Gallcnse Schmidt
INTERIORS & DESIGN

52 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks
READING (0734) 481283

WE SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF
EXCLUSIVE WALLPAPERS, FABRICS,
CARPETS, TILES ETC.

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telepﬁone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING ~ ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296

J. LUCKETT (Insurance
Services) LTD

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street,
Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950
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GUESS WHERE

Some of the new developments built in
Caversham very recently. Do you know
where they are?

Answers at the bottom of page 12.
(All photographs by E.S. Archer)
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Summerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half acre of
beautiful gardens providing our
residents with a dignified and
homely environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING

Phone: Reading (0734) 472164
Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
THE ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

Telephone:

Reading (0734) 478756

GET
CARTER ELECTRICAL

Office & Domestic
New Installations
& Maintenance

[Free estimates

116 WOODCOTE ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING

CRAWFORD
& LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773

PET SHOP — NOW OPEN — PETSHOP
DEN & JULIE'S PET SERVICES
Run by a seasoned Pigeon fancier and a
qualified Veterinary Nurse
Very wide range of pet supplies
Horse feed, 20+ Pigeon corns, fishing
tackle, garden supplies, seeds. (Animals &
Birds available on request)
61A Grove Road, (off Evesham Road)
Emmer Green, Reading Tel 481619
OPEN TILL 7pm FRIDAYS 9-12 noon Sundays

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC

COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS

Commercial & Industrial
Agents, Surveyors & Valuers

* Lettings and Sales

* Acquisitions *x Valuation

* Rent Reviews *x Lease Renewals
* Investments x Development

* Property Management

| George Chilvers I
& Co.

24,Cross Street,Reading RG11SN

Tel.(0734) 580656

asvao

\a@\ fwm Y fo(

5}X‘(Id]l\[\ in Silk Flower Arrangements and
Plant Displays for every occasion

Sales . Hire . Maintenance

WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESIGNED TO
YOUR INDIVIDUAL R[QL'II\‘E'\VE\‘N

Tel. Checkendon (0491) 681233

Tel. READING 477466
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CAVERSHAM
CARE CENTRE

Church House, 59 Church Street

OFFICE is open Monday to Friday
9.30—11.30am. T.N. 483466,
where you will find the CAVERSHAM
BRIDGE GOOD NEIGHBOURS, who
will:

1. Endeavour to give help in a
domestic emergency.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick,
lonely and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential
journeys for the elderly and
handicapped.

4. Give information regarding the
many local charitable and caring
organisations they have on file.

(Emergencies out of office hours —
T.N. 479048 0r 476181).

The “POP-IN"" CENTRE in which to

relax quietly, find someone to talk to,
or obtain help is open:-

Tuesday and Thursday 10am to 12
noon and coffee is available.

Please note — offers of help are
always welcome.

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882

for

ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK

including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,

etc
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING
AND HEATING ENGINEER,
BOILER SERVICES
AND BREAKDOWNS

J MIDDLETON

164 Upper Woodcote Road,
Caversham Heights

Reading RG4 7LD
Phone (0734) 481400

ALSO BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

MASTER CARPENTER

Blagrave
Wi

The Christmas party
held at the December
meeting seems a long
time ago but is easily
remembered as a very
happy afternoon.
Members from several
other Institutes were
able to join in the ex-
cellent tea and enter-
tainment by the
Sainsbury Offcuts who
sang delightfully.

At the January
meeting Mr Chardt
showe slides  of
Berkshire  Churches
and opened our eyes to
many features that are
soeasily missed in such
a wide variety of
buildingstyles thatcan
be seen without going
too far.

There was an exhibi-
tion of pictures of old
churches brought by
the members which
did confirm thatthere is
a lot of interest in the
subject.

Caversham
Heights
TG

The traditional pre-
Christmas party was the
form the December
meeting of Caversham
Heights Towns-
women'’s Guild took at
which some new mem-
bers were welcomed. A
small amount of official
business took place
which consisted of a
short resumé of how
money has been raised
recently for a gastro-

enterology unit for
guild  funds. The
treasurer said that

Federation funds are
very low and ideas for
raising money would
be welcomed. A new
constitution is to be
adopted. The sick
visitor has been in
touch with a member
who is ill.

Clarice Lottand Edith
Hawkins, who retired
recently as chairman
and secretary respec-
tively, were perhaps
especially.relaxed and
ready to enjoy the
entertainment  and
refreshments provided,
but so also were the
new chairman and

vice-chairman Jancis
Brown and Betty Smith.
Infacteveryone present
enjoyed the good ar-
rangements, the ever
popularpunchandthe
friendly atmosphere.
Sainsbury Singers Off-
Cuts sang a charming
variety of songs and
their  acccompanist
produced some good
music from the piano.
Coffee and mince pies
rounded off the even-
ing. It was a good
welcome to Christmas.

Emmer Green
TG

The members of Em-
mer Green Towns-
women'’s Guild en-
joyed an entertaining
evening with MrSands
talking about the
History of The Music
Halls. He showed
slides and played recor-
dings of some ofthe old
songs. Many names
were familiar, such as
Marie Lloyd, Cham-
pagne Charlie and
Albert Chevalier. Music
Halls began around
1840 to counteractthe
effect of the fairs in the
pleasure  gardens
which were taking
business from the
taverns and the coffee
houses. Eating and
drinking were rather
more important than
the entertainment, but
gradually, as the
popularity grew, many
theatres converted to
full time music halls.
Mr Sands’ talk was all
too short and his au-
dience could have
gone on listening for
much longer. Mrs
Chamberlain gave the
vote of thanks and the
meeting ended with
the Chairman and
Committee  wishing
everyone a very happy
Christmas.

Rosehill
Wi

Members arriving at
the December meeting
found tables around
the hall decorated for
the Christmas party.
Mrs Barbara Weller
welcomed everyone
and kept the monthly
business short so that
they could be enter-
tained by Mr John
Barlow. His act was

called “It's fun being

fooled”” and it was fun
because not only did
he confuse with tricks,
but involved some of
the ladies, making his
actmore amusing than
ever.

Members were then
served tea by the Com-
mittee, the Christmas
cake was cutand hand-
edround. The competi-
tion was fora Christmas
cracker, with many en-
tries, all very prettzg and
won by Mrs Roberts.
The afternoon closed
with each lady picking
agiftfrom the lucky dip.

Caversham
Community
Association

Mrs Cheryl Pilgrim
made a return visit to
the club when she
came and gave a
seasonal talk on
Christmas decorations.
Thetalk included hints
on wrapping presents
inan attractive way. An
easy yet colourful idea
was making a snow-
man from a can and
cotton wool then con-
cealing the present in-
side. Mrs Pilgrim
brought some decora-
tions for the home
already madeand then
gave instructions to the
members on her
methods. There was an
opportunity to buy
materials and the
decorations at the end
of the talk.

Atthe same meetings
there was a Choco-
holics Party when Mrs
Eileen Millam brought
awide selection of im-
ported chocolate
novelties and some

English home-made ||

chocolates, all
beautifully wrapped, to
show the members.
These goods were for
sale or could be
ordered.

At the next meeting,
on the 12th December,
the choirmasterand the
choir of St John's
Church came to give a
carol concert. Mr Len
David, the choirmaster,
accompanied the choir
atthe piano during the
concert. The choirsang
melodiously carols old
and new, the club
members joining in
many of the carols.
There were also solos
given by Phyllis Colley
who also joined Sonia
Higgs and Sue
McQueen in singing
the part of the Kings of
the Orient in the well
known carol. Home-
made mincepies were
served at refreshment
timne and were much
appreciated. Mrs Feast,
the Chairman thanked
Mr David and the choir
for a very happy
evening.

The Christmas party
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held on the 19th
December was well at-
tended. The members
arrived to find the hall
decorated and the
tables prepared with a
tasty meal of ham,
quiche, salad and bak-
ed potatoes etc., the se-
cond course consisted
of a choice of various
fruit salad and cream.
After the meal enter-
tainment was provided
by the Shinfield hand
bell ringers. John
Lawes, their leader gave
an amusing commen-
tary on the events hap-
peninginafamily over
the Christmas period
which gave the cue for
the nexttuneand led to
a most entertaining
concert. Themembers
joined in singing the
songs and carols to the

sound of the bells rin-
ing out tunefully. John
Lawes sister, Anne
Bassett, also sang to the
members and was well
applauded. The Chair-
man thanked the
visitors for the good
performance. Christ-
mas cake and a glass of
wine or fruit juice was
then distributed. The
winners of the best
wrapped  Christmas
parcel were then an-
nounced, Margaret
Payne received first
prize and Evelyn Cook
was in second place. A
vote of thanks was
given by the Chairman
and endorsed by all the
members to the Com-
mittee and fellow

Turn to page 12 '

U
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AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE
FIXING BY OUR OWN
FIXING EXPERTS
55 Donkin Hill i
Caversham SKing <
~ Reading RG4 ooc\»
0734 478853/479163

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

MIKE
THOMAS

OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

Bed and Breakfast

GOOD ACCOMMODATION IN CAVERSHAM,
SINGLE AND DOUBLE ROOMS.
T.V. LOUNGE.
SUIT BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL.

Phone Reading 475784

FROX

For

that special
occasion

Evening Gowns

and

: Cocktail Wear
L HIRE SERVICE

For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623

MICHAEL BLACKBURN A.B.LP.P.

WEDDINGS, COLOUR PORTRAITS
PASSPORT.SERVICE

AT

'

HYMOR Photographers

41 PROSPECT ST., CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 479450 & 475451

) | F-----q F
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-« Abbeycrest

Nursing Home

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

A superb modern house
suf)erlor rooms overlooking
ovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please ’phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common

near READING

CAVERSHAM
HEATING &
PLUMBING
SERVICES

For Central Heating, Boiler
Servicing, General Plumbing Work

St Martin’s RC Primary School presented a Nativity Play and ‘“The Wizard of Oz’’ as this year’s Christmas entertainment.’

Photographs by E.S. Archer

116A Henley Road, Caversham,
Reading, Berks RG4 0DH
READING 481414

Free Estimates Given
Trade & Retail Enquiries Welcome

—

TOP QUALITY BUTCHER }

ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES
AND INSTALLATIONS

P. MUNDY

75 WHITLEY STREET,
READING, BERKS.
Tel Reading (0734) 751600

RETAIL DELIVERIES DAILY

10% OFF
HOME FREEZER MEAT
SUPPLIED AND DELIVERED

C.J. WHITTINGHAM
118a HENLEY ROAD
(Near top of Donkin Hill)
CAVERSHAM, READING

TEL: READING 484561

OPEN MON-FRIDAY 8-5.50
SATURDAY 8.30-5.30
SUNDAY 9.30-1pm

HEAD OFFICE:
1 BRIAR CLOSE, CAVERSHAM

‘’Passing the Parcel’’ at the Children’s Fancy-dress Christmas Party at
Caversham Library.

READING RG4 7QH Your g—
Phone 474024 'S AV
N PET SHOP 2
2z ) th  COTTAGE HOLIDAYS
r-------------1 CAVEHSHAM in ENGLAND—& SCOTLAND
Gee Gee Pets GITES, FARMHOUSES &
I ST ITC H I N 4 T I M E I and Aquaria VILLAS in EUROPE
1 CHURCH ROAD 29 PROSPECT STREET . =
I i LET YOUR HOME t
i CAVERSHAM : Headm? il VISITING EUROPEANS
Telephone 478106 HEQDING MARKET
I 1 ey o oo™ | | Travers & Bety Cosgroe
1 EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF | Torel Doliers Sardion READING 472524
§ LIBERTY FABRICS AND “EASY SEW”’ ]
i SKIRTS FOR SPRING AND SUMMER 1
ety
I NOW IN STOC;K i HEMDEAN
1 Expert advice always available HAIR
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday | 7 STUDIO
L-------------J Centl'a| Heatlng Jolanta and Stcphcn
5 invite you to their
B General Repairs GENTLEMENS
AlmARA & LADIES
HAIR SALON
LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER If)'g(.:('dBART‘ESd el R
2 idmore Roa: emdean Road,
30 Church Street, Caversham. . Thameside school’s Christmas production was a Far-Eastern pantomime Caversham C’“’F"’f" ,
Tel. 473564 based on ‘‘Aladdin’’ ' RAZOR CUTTING AND
Reduced for senior citizens Tuesday and feliphona; SPECIALISTS
prices for se!
ednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday 481929 or 417512 Tel. 477340
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A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

Clean you} Carpets.the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

|
32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM '
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt |
being removed

SUNDAY SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays)
11.15am Matins (2nd 4th and 5th Sundays)
6.30pm Evensong

St John's ;
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Family Eucharist
11.00am Children’s Service (1st Sunday)

St Andrew’s ;
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Family Eucharist
11.15am Holy Communion (not 3rd Sunday)
11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday)
6.30pm Evensong

St Barnabas’ "
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD, .
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

M. ]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator 6.30pm Evensong (1st Sunday only) ARTHUR ¥
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham f \
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday) f
11.00am Parish Communitn ¥ BUTLER TOM(ANI'!"F D&) SON
FREE ESTIMATES CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH N.A.F.D. By
10.30am and 6.30; X
18 GOSBROOK ROAD R EONER AL Funeral
CAVERSHAM CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (Caversham Park Primary School) Directors
READING 11.00am i“dami!y C\?mell:mo(g (ést aggg]rg Sudnday)vs) DIRECTORS
. orning Worship (2nd an undays;
BERKSHIRE Telephone 4755'83 Family% ervice (5th Sunday) Telbphons 48 New Street
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL .
10.30am (in Chapel) Reading 722828 Henley-on-Thames
0000000000000 00000000000000000000 6.30pm (in Chapel) Director:
10.45am Christian Fellowship at Mapledurham Pavilion. Mr Eﬁ‘i:n‘gton Te’ePhOHG 337 0
GARDEN MACHI NERY METHODIST 15 Chiltemn Bank, DAY AND NIGHT
Caversham, Gosbrook Road Peppard Common 90397 |
SERVI CES 11.00am and 6.30pm -
Caversham Heights

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

®000000000000000000000000
/00000000000 0000000000300000

11.00am and 6.30pm
ROMAN CATHOLIC

6.30pm (2nd Sunday)

Property Services

Incorporating Scotchbrooks and Martin & Pole

9.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)

St Annes 9.45am (also Saturdays 5.30pm)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church Street, Readin,
Caversham Church House — 3rd Sunday Meeting for Worship 7.30pm.
House study groups Sept — June Tel: 475783

along, andin the centre
of the top table was a
large Christmas cake,
made and decorated by
Mrs Brenda Strong.

10.45am.

card. The tables having
been cleared, this
brought to an end a
very happy and en-
joyable afternoon, and

J.R. McCARDLE

A.F.JONES

Granite
Restoration and all

Agents for of
Our Lady of Caversham 8.30 and 10.30am, 5pm Mass
FLYMO HEC%EI\Y‘[I)I%P:JQ\IED St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass STONEMASON
MOUNTFIELD Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday) / i
HAYTER MACHINES P Fine Memorials in MASTER
ATCO, etc Free estimates UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, York Road 11am every Sunday, Marble, Stone and MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD

other masonry READING
: undertaken
AVERSHAM OOKSHOP realise what Christmas Telephone
c1As \fgn%%ﬁr ngrglﬂe GUESS WHERE really is about. READING 62362 573537
s A competition for a ;
Telephone Reading 482800 DS s R ;msg decorated basket
H : : ad been held, and Mrs
Wide range of all types of books, 'ﬂlg‘é‘lJS “’P?S}‘“‘“ll o Shaddock had very
globes and maps PARGACO)pEON B Re kindly agreed to judge
peoy : QUALITY
A the entries, the result
preddad jjo ‘quadsai) h h I
Book tokens sold and exchanged POOMIBPA)) , SR AL, ‘T being first:  Mrs A CATERING
-[H up{uog Nelhams, second: Mrs
We are happy to order any book 330 41000 YSIOMWIE T a - Henwood, third: Mrs gl'lﬂm i
¢ f i L e inner Parties
not in stock :a1e g ofed uo panjoid HOTGNCE IO Q. Strong. Entries were cAnE Wedding Receptions
siuaurdo[aadp moau ayJ, thSP spread around the Have you a Red
tables, making them eading 473889
wgg::glrwsardv;:gpagﬁg even more festive look- p"'jOblem or ?t :
: * ing. Mrs Harwood then| ~ need you wantto ===
The E ntel‘tal ni ng COO kS :(f;e}:r;f;l,:‘ggethae 232: said Grace and the par- talk to someone Mrs S.M. Chumbley
cessflliparty tz commenced with about? MSSCh, MBChA
; % ; the Committee waiting . QUALIFIED
Businesstinches on members, the usual Rlng 473189 CHIROPODIST
: Caversham procedure at club par- Monday to £ R N
Wedd Parti 2 i ties. Nearertheend Mrs Friday 7-8om ,
ings arties Dinners Buffets Ladies Brenda Strong [lodyeasn ERbeIItHent
; presented abeautifully| Al calls are strictly ;
) v EI“h dressed doll to help confidential Phone Reading
Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey h ielseioneyfortie e il
g Itwas Christmas par- Ryder Home. A grand
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide ty time once again as sum of twenty pounds REPAIRS TO Dressmaker
Mrs Harwood, Chair- was raised, which TVs, VIDEOS ; o
man, welcomed would be sent off S, L:d‘,-’s:%l;l:hizl;s
g members to this last immediately. Mand AUDIO Bridal Wear,
> meeting0of 1988.Tables  Then it was time for || Most makes — Prompt Furnishings, Toys,
> = v were looking lovely Mrs Harwood and a"em"g:argnwﬁtlil g Alterations etc.
A f / with thgi{feﬂ?/e co(\j/er- committee to gi\t/)e out R‘;';'(‘)":i';‘:’i";’::‘;:’és KAY
£ ingsand lotsof goodies to every member a
} \/ / whichmembershadso small Christmas pre- REA[:L“JE];?Z-’G CL.IFFE
f generously  brought sent and a Christmas Reading 483354

Carpenter & Joiner
PETER

Tel 0734 478278 When everyone was with choruses of MAY
42 Church Street, Caversham, Reading Berkshire RG4 8AU. \Sf:ﬁgd C?J:]S;masvs?]ﬁ]ﬁ S‘ZHS";?S gr?;eél;%seirr; Ph Readi
always = make : one departed'for home. e e 478175'
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