Caversham
Park mansion was
on fire three
times and in 1850
it was totally gut-
ted. Indeed this
was often the fate

of a burning
building, it just
had to be left to
burn itself out.

On Monday
afternoon,
September 9,
1907, three
thatched cottages
were burned
down in Caver-
sham. The report
of the fire in local
papers gives a
vivid account.

The houses
stood on the left-
hand side of Pros-
pect Street as you
walk towards
Queen Anne’s
School. Their
destruction left a
space that was
later to become
the car park for

the Prince of
Wales public
house.

Around mid-day
flames were seen
coming from the
thatched roof of
Mr Kislingbury’s
cottage. A local
farmer, Mr Ford,
first noticed them
as he passed by.
There was, of
course, no phone
anywhere near so

.he went round to

the local police
station opposite
the Griffin and
reported the inci-
dent.

o
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Imagine how
much hold the
fire had taken by
the time five local
policemen
arrived on the
scene. By then the
two other cottages

Fire at Caversham, September 9, 1907
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FIRE has always been a major hazard throughout the
history of communities when none of our modern fire-
fighting appliances were available and the only forms
of help were human chains passing buckets of water,
and, later, horse-drawn fire engines, both of limited
assistance when coping with a large blaze.

were also alight.

It was now mid-
afternoon and the
Reading Corpora-
tion Fire Brigade
was sent for, says
the paper, but “in
accordance with
their duty they
declined to
attend’’. Caver-
sham was not
then within the
Borough of
Reading.

However, Mr
Plant, a district
councillor, made
valiant efforts
with a ‘‘hand
syringe”! Quite a
band of willing
helpers joined in
the fire-fighting

doing little to
quench the
flames but
apdparently pro-
viding an excel-
lent afternoon’s
entertainment to
a good crowd of
onlookers.

o
o

One veteran
fireman procured
a hose from
Queen Anne’s
School and, wear-
ing a helmet seve-
ral sizes too small,
nozzle in hand,
scaled a ladder on
to the roof; a very
brave effort on his
part.

Just as he was
about to douse the
thatch the hose
pipe burst and as
a paper records,
the amount of
water that came
out was about
enough to drown a
good-sized grass-
hopper!

The fire was
thought to have
been caused by a
spark from a pass-

ing ‘“‘road
engine”’. Was it
Mr Ford’s?

However several
years ago I was
chatting to an
elderly local lady
whose brother
and family lived

FIRE!

in one of the cot-
tages and she
remembered that
afternoon clearly.

She was then
about 13 and had
to take care of her
brother’s chil-
dren while he and
members of the
family tried to
rescue what pos-
sessions <¢hey
could from the
flames. She was
quite sure the
blaze was started
by an old gentle-
man who lived in
one cottage and
was always smok-

ing a pipe.
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Was it Mr Kis-
lingbury? We

shall never know,
but whatever the
cause it certainly
gave the people of
Caversham some-

thing to watch
and something to
talk about for
several days to
come.

I learned later
that Mr Plant, the
valiant gentleman
with the syringe,

was the parish
clerk who lived in
a large ivy-

covered house
across the road
from the cottages.

After he moved
farther down
Prospect Street
his former home
was pulled down
and until recently
the land was
never built on but
remained as an
allotment with
one of the original
fruit trees from
his garden. How
all has changed
on that corner of
Short Street.

MK

E. S. Archer
A contemporary view of the same part of Prospect Street. The car park which
occupies the site of the burned-down cottages is visible beyond the houses.
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TALKING POINT

by Rev Keith Sanders
Minister of Caversham Heights Methodist Church

LIFE'S A
PUZZLE

My son had one of those new
Rubik puzzles for Christmas.
First it was the Rubik cube —
now it is the linking rings. I'm
no nearer solving this present
one than | was the other; at
least with the cube | could peel
off the little red squares and
replace them with another col-
our — then no one could solve
the problem. In this new puzzle
you have to join three sepa-
rated rings into interlocking
ones — just like the Olympic
symbol, but | still can’t do it;
and it doesn’t help that my son
can do it in seven seconds! At
least | can marvel at the intri-
cate engineering that goes into
the design!

C=1[=
=1 =1

Unfortunately, many prob-
lems in life do not have easy
solutions. Most difficulties
involve people and, when
people are involved, often
there is no solution which is
“right”” for everyone. Whatever
the choice made, someone
won'’t like it, and someone may
get hurt. We must be sensitive
to people’s needs, but if we
spend our lives trying to please
everyone, we may as well
jump off a cliff — it gets rid of
the stress more quicEly! That's
why organisations and
churches have to have leaders
to take the responsibility and
make decisions. It's not that
they are morally or intellec-
tually superior to the rest, they
usually aren’t. It's just that
someone has to make deci-
sions, and they are there to do
it.

We have to go further than
this, and face the fact that
many problems can’t be
solved, even partially. They
have to be faced and lived
through. That isnt easy, espe-
cially when | sometimes hear
someone say, “Christ is the
answer”’ or “you must have
faith and pray, and then every-

thing will be all right”. | believe
in an AImiEhty od and in a
Living and Loving Lord Jesus. |
believe in faith and prayer —
but | know that | don’t always
find the answer to some of my
problems. | would suggest that
many of you reading this have

our difficulties about suffer-
ing and sin and separation.

I believe that God gives us
the strength and courage to
face up to the insoluble prob-
lems in life, to recognise them,
not to run away from them —
but face them honestly and
then leave them with Him. A
monk called Carlo Carretto
once said: “If God is my Father,
| shall not go on saying ‘Why?
Why?’ Instead | shall say ‘You
know. You know".”

This Lent can be a good time
to face up to our difficulties, to
remember that Christ didn’t
find an easy answer in the
Garden of Gethsemane when
he asked the question:
“Why?”, or on the Cross of
Calvary when he had to face up
to death. He was given the
strength and courage to put
himself into his Father’s hands,
and to leave his life and his
future to Him.
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One last thought as | finjsh
off this my first article for the
“Bridge”. | go back to those
infuriating Rubik rings.

| read in this excellent
publication of all the activities
of the Churches and carinﬁ
agencies; and | have very muc
enjoyed the experience of
meeting people and living in
this area during these first five
months — there is a real need
for us to be linked together as
a community, joined by a com-
mon desire to s\lr people face
their problems. We are all here
to be caught up in helping
people in their quest for the
meaning of life and whatever
life brings.
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IN May 1982 the
Bishop of Lewes, the
Rt Revd Peter Ball,
challenged his cler
to join him in launch-
ing an effort called
Caring and Sharing.
The scheme would
enable Christians to
show they cared for
those in need by shar-
ing with them in a
regular and thought-
ful way.

Christians should
give, said the Bishop,
not from what was
“left-over” but from
small reductions in
personal lifestyles —
with sharins spring-
ing out of a deep car-
ing “to live more sim-
ply that others may
simply live”. Caring
and Sharing came
into bein%. offering
one specific way in
which people can put
into practice the
ideals of the Lifestyle
Movement.

The idea was that
parishes and com-
munities should form
Caring and Sharing
groups, with worship-
pers each assessin,
their lifestyle an
deciding on a specific
reduction in personal
expenditure. The
money that group
members saved would
then go to a project in
the Third World — a
project that the group
itself had chosen or
agreed on.

‘“We may decide
that we will do ten
miles a week less
pleasure driving”,
says Peter Lewes, “so
that we can share the
70p saved on petrol
with the deaf children
needing transport to
school in Tanzania, or
the price of our six
cups of coffee less a
week is put aside for
those who do not even
have water to drink in
Ethiopia.

“We make our lives
a little less affluent”,
he says, “so that our
fellow human beings
elsewhere may have
lives which are a little
less precarious. A
small change by many
can effect so much for
those on the edge of
disaster.”

Parishes in East
Sussex responded
uickly to the idea.
hristians held a mir-
ror to their lives and
decided what to cut
out. They chose pro-
Jects and money was
soon on its way — to
help dig wei,ls in
Ethiopia, for a com-
munity project in
north-east Brazil, to a
rehabilitation
scheme for the para-
lysed in Bangladesh,
and to Casa Guate-
mala.

But a good idea
could not be confined
within Diocesan
boundaries. East Sus-
sex Christians told
friends in other parts
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LENT GROUP—
LET JUSTICE
FLOW

of the country about
the scheme and Car-
ing and Sharing
spread. Today there
are over a hundred
such groups, includ-
ing groups in
Berkshire, Surrey,
Somerset, Derbyshire
and Durham!

In four years,
£262,000 has been
raised by the groups
to support small-scale
projects for the poor
in 14 developing
countries. And it has
all been achieved in
the quiet way that has
become a hallmark of
the more simple life-
style movement, not
through bullying but
b carrying geople
af'ong by full par-
ticipation.

Peter Lewes uses
the word ‘‘gentle”
when he describes
Caring and Sharing.
There is nothing
harsh or hair-shirt
about it. Christians
have responded to it
in love because of
their love for others.
Members of groups
are encouraged not to
let their lifestyle
decisions become
routine habit but to
review them every
now and again and
possibly take on an
additional challenge.

Groups choose the
projects they wish to
support, sometimes
because of a wish to
help a particular
country or area, or a
specific area of activ-
ity, such as a water
well. Some groups
seek guidance about
projects from agen-
cies such as Christian
Aid. They can either
donate funds directly
to projects they
choose, or channel
them through Caring
and Sharing, East
Sussex, to projects
already being sup-
ported.

During Lent we
plan to hold a group

on Wednesday eve-
ninis that could lead
to the formation of a
Caring and Sharing
group in Caversham,
The Lent group wil]
draw on a recent
Church of England
report “Let Justice
Flow’ but it is
naturally open to a]]
Christians and non-
Christians.

The group wil]
explore the Christ-
ian’s reponsibility to
the poor of the earth,
It will be held in St
Peter’s Church Lady
Chapel from 7.45 to
9.15pm. The schedule
is flexible but will fo]-
low the following
pattern:

March 11th The Need

March 18th The Bibli-
cal Imperative

March 25th The
Church and the poor

April 1st Our
response

April 8th Discussion
about forming a Car-
ing and Sharing
group.

“Let Justice Flow”
is available from
Church House Pub-
lishing, Gt Smith
Street, London SWI1P
3NZ, price £1.95.* It
would be helpful if
those who would like
to join this Lent group
had read the first
three chapters (just
over 20 pa%l s!) before
March 11th. Another
recent report that ties
in with this is called
“Our Responsibility
for the Living
Environment”, from
the same address,
price £2.50. Please let
me know beforehand
if you would like to
join the Lent group.
Let's see if we can
make justice flow
from this community
to express our caring
by sharing.

* Or from SPCK Bookshop, 7
Castle Street, Reading. Tel:
53716.
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AUTO ELECTRIC & MOTOR COMPONENTS

49 DONKIN HILL CAVERSHAM, READING
BERKSHIRE RG4 0DG

Reading 472175
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Public Inquiry result

When a more than
usually large and thick
OHMS envelope drop-
Eed through my letter-

ox | rushed to open it
eagerly, thinking it
must at last be the
report of the Hemdean
Valley public inquiry.
However, it just as

uickly occurred to me

that this was the day
after the Sizewell B
report had been pub-
lished and it would be
too much of a coinci-
dence if both reports
appeared on the same
day. Sure enough, it
was the Layfield Report
and all | can hope is
that the Hemdean Val-
ley one is less of a
disappointment.

It can fairly safely be
assumed that anyone
opposing the construc-
tion of a PWR nuclear
power station would
also object to building
in Hemdean Valley, but
the opposite is not
necessarily true. This
may be because people
believe that nuclear
power stations are
necessary and the best
way of ensuring a reli-
able future energy
source, or that they
never got round to
thinking about it or that
it seemed to them a
local rather than a
national issue. Those in
the first group are
perfectly entitled to a
view for which a very
good case can be
made; those in the
second can claim that
there are plenty of
issues which most of us
never get round to, but
those in the last might
well be having different
thoughts after Cher-
nobyl.

We can assume that
if the power station had

been proposed for
somewhere round here
there would have been
a lot of objection from
the second and third
groups, and perhaps
even some defectors
from the first. The
inspector said that local
interests must give way
to the national interest.
In these post-Cher-
nobyl days we know
only too well that a
local power station can
suddenly bring danger
to countries hundreds
and even thousands of
miles away. Let us
hope that in the case of
Sizewell B the technol-
ogy is safer and can
overcome human error.

Compared with mat-
ters of this scale, Hem-
dean Valley is small
beer. Nevertheless,
there were common
factors. There was the
enormous groundswell
of opposition, the
length of the Inquiry
(considering the com-
parative sizes of their
scope) and the time
taken to produce a
result. Perhaps you all
know it by now. At the
time of writing my fin-
gers are still crossed.

At the time of writing -

“At the time of writ-
ing”, as a letter from
the Editors in last

month’'s issue indi-
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By Watchdog

cated, is some weeks
from the time of
appearing in print, to
which must be added a
few more days for
delivery arrangements
before the Caversham
Bridge reaches your let-
terbox. Consequently
news can be out of
date. What seemed cer-
tain becomes less so
and decisions can even
be changed, in spite of
all concerned striving
that this should not be
SO.

Perhaps if L. G. Hill,
who takes me to task in
last month'’s issue for
my comments on
repairs to St Peter's
Avenue, had fully
appreciated this he
would have not
decided that | had been
“economical with the
truth”, in other words
had deliberately with-
held information, as
well as failing to check
itand having more than
my share of bites.

“At the time of writ-
ing”, the information |
had appeared to be cor-
rect. In fact, it turns out
that a final decision had
not been made.
However, the article
was never intended to
inform the residents of
St Peter's Avenue
about the latest state of
play, as presumably
they, with the prospect
of eventually having to
foot the bill, will keep
themselves up to date.
Instead it was intended

1 as an item of general

interest about the prob-
lems of those who live
in and those who use
an unadopted road, St
Peter’s Avenue being a
particularly good
example because it is
so well known.

There was certainly
no reason deliberately
to mislead anyone. As
for changing, I'm not
quite sure what I'm
meant to change into,
but hope anyhow that

| the residents of St

Peter’s Avenue manage
to sort something out
satisfactorily.

Chester Street Car Park

The same accusation
could be made about
my recent reporting on
the proposed charges
for Chester Street car
park. These were
definitely correct at the
time of writing. Almost
at once though the
County Council over-
ruled the Borough and
ordered the charges to
be dropped.

It is true that the
arrangements for
charging were far from
satisfactory, yet
nevertheless it seems
somewhat presump-
tuous of the County
Council to interfere in
what, in the context of
County business, was a
fairly minor matter over

Broperty administered
y the Borough andina
matter that had been
decided through all the
proper channels. What
do councillors
representing for exam-
ple, Windsor, Hunger-
ford or Slough know
about the whys and
wherefores of the Ches-
ter Street car park?

So now we are back
where we started from.
The County Council is
not likely to produce an
acceptable situation,
and, for all | know, the
Borough Council may
have washed their
hands of it.

Bus stop

Again the recent
remarks about the
heavily used Hemdean
Road bus stop could
also be called mislead-
ing as they suggested
that the provision of a
bus shelter was being
looked at sympathe-
tically. So it was by
Reading Transport, but
they don’t decide
where the bus shelters
%o. (Don’t ask me why.

hat's just how the sys-
tem works). The
Borough Council does
that, and although they
are not unsympathetic
they have not got that
stop on their list for
having a shelter (which
are actually provided
by an advertising firm)
so the bad news is that
passengers will have to
continue getting wet
and cold for quite a lot
longer.

Cross as best you can

Likewise, any hopes
that might have been
raised that the Gos-
brook Road-George
Street junction might
have improved pedes-
trian crossing arrange-
ments have been
dashed. The Director of
Technical Services has
looked at the matter
carefully and has come
to the conclusion that
what with a red-green
man at the west side of
Gosbrook Road, a
refuge island and a
zebra over the slip
road, as well as the
pelican further along
George Street, pedes-
trians should be able to
manage. It does of
course mean that a lot
of them have quite a
long way to walk but
once more motorists’
convenience takes pre-
cedence over pedes-
trians’. Perhaps the
Director’s concluding
remark that if motorists
are held uE for too long
for their liking at cross-
ings, they drive extra
badly as a result, and
presumably endanger
even more pedestrians’
lives, was a deciding
factor. A depressing

thought but observa-
tion suggests it is
unfortunately too often
true.

Frost damage

The abnormally low
temperatures, com-
bined with snow and
salt, in the first half of
January led once more
to the all too familiar
sight of potholes open-
ing up and kerb stones
cracking. This has can-
celled out the efforts
made to get the worst
of existing holes
repaired. Our road sur-
faces are now so bad
that nothing short of
reconstruction is going
to overcome the prob-
lem and that really
would cost money. We
are not out of the
woods yet by any
means as regards the
weather though
whether the cold spell
"‘at the time of writing”
is going to emulate the
previous one is more
than | would care to
predict.

Church House

Plans to extend
Church House are cer-
tainly to be welcomed.
It will supply some
much needed meeting
room in the centre of
Caversham, as well as
improving that which
already exists. It will
also be a partial re-
placement for Balmore
Hall and it will not alter
the rather pleasant
front appearance of
Church House. It is to
be hoped these plans
get the go-ahead as
soon as possible so
that work on this wel-
come addition to
Caversham’s ameni-
ties can start with the
least possible delay.

One body meeting
there on Monday, April
6, will be Caversham
Residents’ Association,
holding their Annual
General Meeting. The
subject, after the formal
business has been con-
cluded, will be, subject
to the necessary
arrangements being
concluded, Traffic in
Caversham.
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GENERAL MAINTENANCE
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B.J. BOULTON
Phone READING 477178 or 479759

LET us not fool our-
selves — answers to
the congestion on
Caversham’s roads
are not easy to find,
even with infinite
cash. Bear in mind
that some ten
thousand new jobs are
being created in
offices already being
built or approved for
the town centre. Two
thousand eople
alone will be
employed in the new
station development.
It is vital that these
new developments
are not “fed” by new
housing development
in areas like Hem-
dean Bottom. We need
government to back us
up here.

Even the existin
road system coul
work much more effi-
ciently if the road-
space was not choked
back by the odd
Parked vehicle, be it
egally or illegally
parked. For that
reason, the Alliance
has strongly sup-
ported the Caversham
Road Urban Clearway

scheme and has also

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL |
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Réad
Caversham
Reading

Telephone
Reading
479642

- TRAFFIC

THE DEBATE CONTINUES

We invited comment from representatives ‘of the political
parties on the Reading Borough Council and print the replies

TRAFFIC IN
CAVERSHAM —

received.

AN ALLIANCE VIEW

called for bus lay-bys
where the pavements
are wide enough. We
have already
approached firms to
ask that deliveries be
made outside the rush
hour.

But traffic regula-
tions have no effect
unless they are
enforced. We wel-
come, therefore, the
decision of the police
to employ a traffic
warden more often in
Caversham and
Emmer Green with
the specific brief to
keep the traffic flow-
ing. An appearance in
Bridge Street makes a
world of difference to
the 5pm rush hour. If
necessary, we shall
press for a still longer
commitment. The
parking cowboys are
not confined to cen-
tral Caversham.

More radical is the
need to get us all to
think differently
about how we travel to
work. The vast major-
ity of journeys across
the bridges start in
Caversham and finish
often in Central Read-
ing. There is no way
that new roads will
solve this problem. It
is clear, then, that
there is only one
practicable answer —
we need a vastly
enhanced public
transport service —
more frequent, more
comfortable, more
convenient in terms of

By COUNCILLOR IAN FENWICK

routing and simpler in
terms of fare struc-
ture.

We in the Alliance
feel that minibuses,
rather than conven-
tional double-
deckers, could pro-
vide a large part of the
improvement. In
other towns we have
seen how minibuses
have led to fifteen or
ten minute services
being improved to
every five minutes —
no waiting in the rain
and cold! Such buses
could also serve areas
not accessible by
their larger cousins —
Highdown Hill, Sher-
idan Avenue come to
mind. They would also
be ideal for providing
link services such as
are needed between
Henley Road and cen-
tral Caversham, or
between Caversham
and Tilehurst via Bat-
tle Hospital.

Finally, it’s not just
traffic jams that ruin
our environment. Nar-
row streets crowded
with people are no
place for snarling jug-
gernauts. Reading
and Berkshire really
must persuade
Oxfordshire that the
Woodcote Road is no
place for these mons-
ters. As John Madeley
suggested in the
February Bridge, the
time is long passed
when a lorry barrier
was needed on this
road.

SO PEOPLE

DO READ
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WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

‘THE BRIDGE'!

IT isn’t often a contributor to this paper
sees rapid results from his or her work. So
it was with no small degree of satisfaction
that the writer of the front-page article on
traffic problems in the January issue found
a traffic warden hard at work in Hemdean
Road discouraging motorists from parking
on double yellow lines. He told her it was
“because of an article in the Caversham
Bridge". Further sightings of this gallant
gentleman were made throughout the
week and we can only hope we shall see
him here again some time; we hope, too,
that those who were “caught” will have
learned their lesson.

» 91217

_Morgaret Cutts

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Accountancy, book-keeping and taxation
services for the small business and personal
client

READING 472987
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Walton Adams
& Son Limited
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YOUR front-page arti-
| cle in January about
our traffic problems
got most of it right. It
| Is a mess. One reason
is divided
responsibility for the
problems. The
Borough Council is
most closely in touch
with the local prob-
lems, but the County
Council, Whitehall
and the police all get
involved.

“DET” called for
more traffic wardens.
How I agree! We're
told that we shouldn’t
ask for more yellow
lines because there
are not enough war-
dens. They are
employed by the
Police Authority, con-
trolled by the County
Councils. Perhaps
more wardens would
ay for.themselves in
ines, let alone the
better flow of traffic
— but the Authorit
doesn’t seem to thin
like that.

The other particu-
lar complaint was
slow progress on road
works. I don’t know
about all the holes he
mentioned, but the

TRAFFIC

A LABOUR VIEW
By COUNCILLORR. S. DIMMICK

one on Reading
Bridge was British
Telecom, not the
Council. Now we're
landed with Mercury,
they’re digging their
own holes as well.

The basic solution
is to get everyone we
can out of cars, espe-
cially at peaktime. We
do have a good bus
service, even though
the Government has
recently taken it out
of democratic Council
control and pushed
the fares up. Cycling
is another good means
of transport for many
people. It's my own
way of getting to work.
I can get from Caver-
sham Park to London
Street in the morning
quicker than any car
— it keeps me fit, it
doesn’t pollute the
atmosphere, and it is
dirt cheap. So I sup-
port cheaper fares,
more bus lanes, more
cycle lanes, and high
parking charges —
especially for all-day
parking.

More road-building
can helg, but it can
also shift traffic jams
from one place to

- Martin & Pole.

16 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 472877

another and attract
cars to the bot-
tlenecks. The main
roads planned for
Reading — the IDR,
the A33 Relief, the
Cross Town Route —
don’'t do much for
Caversham. The third
bridge might, but I'm
currently offering 3 to
1 against it being built
this century — an
Caversham Park
could become a
through route.

A much cheaper
action, which Reading
is now considerin
seriously, is Park an
Ride, together with
improvements to
ordinary bus services.
If we have car parks in
the right place and a
really fast cheap ser-
vice to the town cen-
tre, it could make a
great difference.

But don’t gut your
trust in road-building,
or other expensive
schemes like an
Underground, unless
you know who’s put-
ting up the money.
The present Govern-
ment has said very
clearly that it won’t.

Lesley Hammond has
asked us to print her
letter to John Madeley.

0Oh dear John

| don't believe | have ever
written an irate letter to a
friend before now — politi-

d cians and presidents —

yes; a friend and Christian
brother — no! But should |
leave my protestations until
we meet face to face at
Church, my anger aroused
by your recent letter in the
Bridge may well be repre-
ssed by the atmosphere of
“Christian Virtue” in St
Peter’s. | refer specifically
to the sentence (and |
quote). .. “Heavy goods
vehicles that needed access
to Caversham premises
could use Hemdean Road".

What irks me most is the
apparent underlying attitude
that the desirability of
Caversham Heights as a
“quality residential area”
must be preserved at the
expense of those who live
“lower down” as it were.
Many, many people and
families with young children
live very close to the traffic

Traffic

Dear Sirs
Ever since | have

building line was plan-
ned to sit back from the
road and the row of
cottages (now housing

Ten other offices throughout the local area to give
specialist advice on valuations, mortgages, property
transactions and management

2
U
1

©

lived in Caversham one Lace-ups, Cavershams,
of the main topics of €tc) was condemned.
conversation has been Presumably the war
“The Traffic”. There is Overtook progress and
no easy solution. If Mr Since then of course
Madeley's suggestion Preservation orders (in
to make Church Road My _opinion unneces-
impassable for lorries Sarily] were put on

Estate agents, auctioneers, chartered surveyors

Martin & Pole

You’ll be well advised

Telephone:

Reading (0734) 478756

GET ~
CARTER ELECTRICAL

" Office & Domestic
New Installations
& Maintenance

Free estimates

116 WOODCOTE ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING

is to be taken seriously,
how does he expect
the traders in that area
to receive deliveries?
We ourselves receive
deliveries in large
vehicles, as do many of
the others.
would these deliverers
be expected to park in
order to carry, in some
cases, extremely heavy
goods to Church Road?
If deliverers turned into
Church Road from
Bridge Street in order
to make deliveries,
how could they then
turn round to avoid
going up St Peter's
Hill? This suggestion is
completely impractic-
able. If the livelihoods
of a group of people
are to be discounted,
then traffic planning
could be easy.

Back in the ‘30s
when the parade of
shops opposite the

Griffin was built, the

Where g

these old buildings.

| have read umpteen
words on Caversham's
traffic problems, and
unhappily | do not have
THE ANSWER to them,
but | do endorse Mr
ees’ suggestion
regarding indiscrimin-
ate parking outside the
Griffin. In fact | would
go as far as to recom-
mend no parking on
either side unless for
deliveries and collec-
tions between the
hours of 8.00-9.30am

on Hemdean Road. And |
would have to mention the
tender, young population of
two schools on Hemdean
Road. Small gardens and
the lack of long private
drives mean that the inter-
nal environment of our
homes, as well as the
Immediate external environ-
ment, Is directly affected by
the volume and type of
traffic using Hemdean Road
(this applies equally to the
inhabitants of Westfield
Road!)

Since the introduction of
double decker buses on
Hemdean Road we have
had four windows crack in
the front of our house. Our
previous car was damaged
by a lorry trying to
“squeeze” past and | won-
der, have you seen the
damage done recently to
Hemdean Road? You spoke
of the unsuitability of cer-
tain roads to take heavy
traffic, | ask you to spare a
thought for the folk who live
so close to the road at this
point and have to put up
with the noise and disrup-
tion of days of repair and
resurfacing.

The Watchdog report this
month speaks of a “blurring
of the distinction” between
the Heights as a desirable
residential area and lower
Caversham as a working
area — are we to believe
you want to see that
distinction made clear once
again? My family is only
one in thousands who don't
live in the Heights and
believe that we too have a
right to maintain our living
environment as a relatively
peaceful and healthy one.

Yours very sincerely
Lesley Hammond
82 Hemdean Road
Caversham
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HOUSE CLEARANCE
UNDERTAKEN

We offer honest evaluation,

prompt service, total confidence.

You and your property fully
respected.

also

EXPERT RE-UPHOLSTERY

UNDERTAKEN WITH PERSONAL
PRIDE AND SERVICE

COMPLETE CURTAIN MAKING
SERVICE, SUNDRIES SUPPLIED

FOAM CUSHIONS CUT TO SIZE

PROSPECT FURNISHINGS

6 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING

Telephone READING 476565

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by
appointment)

* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken
* New and used car sales

* Collection and delivery service
can be arranged

Call us today for first-class
personal service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF -
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For brochures, prices, etc on EVEREST SOLARPLUS
WINDOWS, DOORS, PORCHES, CONSERVATORIES,
SECONDARY UNITS please telephone

JOHN R. WALDRON
HENLEY 573898

17 years personal experience most properties

| GGF]| A member of the Glass and Glazing Federation

and 4.30-6pm. If one
suggested making St
Peter's Hill/Church
Road an access only
route for vehicles over
a certain size, it may
prove the best com-
promise if the rule
could be enforced.

Yours etc
Marion Kitcher
5a Church Road
Caversham

MILWARDS

SHOES

— the name that fits

Branches throughout the Thames Valley
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ST ANDREW’S NEWS

THE January meeting
of St Andrew’s
Fellowship heard a
great deal more about
a member of the con-
gregation who has
been on the prayer
list for three years.
Jake Elson now aged
seven was brain dam-
aged when he was
only eighteen months.
He came home from
hospital just an inert
child; they could do
no more for him. Iris
and David, his
parents, had other
1deas.

(AR

LOST

Missing from St John's
archives are bound
copies of the Caver-
sham Parish Magazine
from 1886. If you can
help to locate these,
please get in touch with
Richard Purkis. Tel:
475120.

AR

Together with
advice and guidance
from the British Insti-
tute for Brain Injured
Children and about
eighty volunteers,
who give one or two
hours a week to help,
they exercise Jake's
body and mind. Jake
can now nearly crawl,
he can see, he can eat,
he can laugh, he can
also show his displea-
sure; his brain and
body are developing.

David showed a
video tape to the
Fellowship made by
the British Institute
for Brain Injured
Children. The audi-
ence saw how chil-
dren are treated by
mental and physical
stimuli so that some of
the ninety per cent of
untappe brain
capacity is brought
into use.

In 1985 four chil-
dren gained their
sight, seven began to
talk, three started

BONNIE
HAIR FASHION

38 GEORGE STREET,
CAVERSHAM
READING 472540

Formerly Josephine’s of 58a Briant's
Avenue, Caversham. Same owner for 16
years

Open 6 days a week for ladies, gents and
children’s hairdressing.

Registered for ear-piercing. Appoint-
ments not always necessary

Monday to Thursday for senior citizens.
Budget permanent wave a special for £8
(while stocks Iast?

gt

school. The Institute
works by teaching
mothers and fathers
how to give their chil-
dren, in their own
homes, visual, audi-
tory and tactile
stimulation.

If you can make
some spare time to
help Iris and David
with Jake just phone
Reading 478136. You

ad
aad

will find it extremely
rewarding to see what
progress Jake makes.

The tables made St
Andrew’s Hall look
like an expensive
restaurant on the
night of the Epif)hany
Party. Wine glasses
and red table napkins
on white cloths gave
an inkling of the
splendid meal that
was to come.

In the style of The Mill
at Sonning, the main
course was served and
jacket potatoes and
salads were collected
from a wide choice on
a table at the other
end of the Hall. This
was followed by a
bewildering selection
of puddings, cheese
and biscuits.

The entertainment
was homespun, and
very enjoyable. There
were some effective
readings, a brief visit
to “The Last of the
Summer Wine” and
some magic from a
very young and prom-
ising magician, to
mention just some of
the items, all ably
compered by John
Gazzard.

A large number
attended in spite of
the cold weather, and
they were rewarded
with a lovely warm
hall and a memorable
evening.

Pupils benefit from:
1 Tuition in small classes

HEADMISTRESS
MRS M. K. RALPH

HEMDEAN HOUSE
SCHOOL

CAVERSHAM
Founded 1859

GIRLS 4% TO 16 YEARS BOYS 42 TO 8 YEARS

The Junior department provides a sound general grounding in all basic subjects
including French and Science. The Senior department prepares girls for public
examinations in a wide range of subjects.

2 Regular homework and assessment
3 The expectation of responsible behaviour

All girls are required to wear school uniforn

FOR FEES AND PROSPECTUS
APPLY TO SCHOOL SECRETARY

Tel: READING 472590

ST ANNE

JANUARY was a
month for holding and
planning meetings.
There was a meeting of
altar severs, one of the
youth group, though
sadly, this was rather
poorly attended, and
one for parents of chil-
dren due to make their
first confession and
communion this year.
Further meetings plan-
ned at the time of
writing include one for
parents of children to
be confirmed by the
Archbishop in May; the
parish Summer Fete
committee; and finally,
an inaugural practice of
the new parish choir:
it's hoped this will
enhance the celebra-
tion of important
feasts, Episcopal visits
and perhaps a monthly

'S NEW

oSG

Sunday Mass.

A special appeal
was held for the Soci-
ety for the Protection of
Unborn Children (The
White Flower appeal)
and raised £300. Still
on the subject of dona-
tions, a parishioner,
who wishes to remain
anonymous, has very
generously given the
church a set of purple
vestments.

The parish was not
spared a seasonal
disaster, and despite
improved lagging, had
its sorry tale to tell of
frozen water pipes.
Let's hope this has now
been cured by re-rout-
ing the supply pipe and
adding further protec-
tion from lagging, an
electric wire and frost-
stats!

CAVERSHAM
QUAKER GROUPS

FOLLOWING the article
about the small Quaker
groups which meet in
Caversham, published in
the December issue of
this paper, it has been
decided to hold a Meet-
ing for Worship in Caver-
sham monthly.

On the third Sunday of
each month the Meeting
will be held in CHURCH
HOUSE at 7.30pm begin-

?gng on Sunday, March

Everyone is welcome
— as in faith we have a
centre, but no boundaries
— YOUR contribution to
such a gathering will be
valued, so please join us.

For further information
please phone Duncan
Brodie, 475783 or Ann
Varma, 477413.

1987 has seen the
re-opening of St
John’s Sunday
School. An inaugu-
ral Family Service
on January 4 was a
happy occasion
with plenty of
“Light”. Rainbow
Circle was chosen
as the name and
emblem and wel-
comes children
from the age four —
no upper limit!
Catering for all
anticipated needs,
blocks of study
were chosen and

the existing family

RAINBOW CIRCLE

'

Farewell to Jean. ..
ON FRIDAY January
16 Miss Jean Sawyer
left England to do a
two-year VSO contract
in Tonga. Jean is an
active member of our
fellowship, indeed
members of her
family were amongst
the founders of our
church over one hun-
dred years ago.

==

For the last thirty
years Jean has cap-
tained the guide
group which has been
based at our church,
as well as being a
member of the Gospel
Singers (one of our
church music groups).
She has been a repre-
sentative on the Read-
ing Council of
Churches and has
played an active part
in church life.

Jean 1s a science
teacher by profession,
and in the summer of
1986 she retired from
working at St Barts,
Newbury. On Sunday,
January 11 she was
given an opportunity
to explain to the con-

egation in the morn-
ing service how she
felt the Lord was guid-
ing her to Tonga.

Before she actually
retired Jean felt that
the Lord would want
her to continue to use
her science and
teaching skills, once
she reached retire-
ment age. Jean
explained to the con-
gregation that she

wanted “to do her bit”,

to help the Third
World, and felt that
perhaps her skills
could be used by VSO.

This organisation
sends six hundred
people a year over-
seas and often works
in ex-British colonies.
However, it was only
at the end of Decem-
ber that Jean got defi-
nite clearance from
Tonga to go and work

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, MARCH 1987

BAPTIST NEWS

there as Head of Scj.
ence at Tak Uilay
C?Illege.
ean explained th

Tonga is in the Pac:if::lct
Ocean, North anpg
slightly east of New
Zealand, in fact just
above the Tropic of
Capricorn. Jean wi]]
be working in the olq
capital on the biggest
island. This largest
island in Tonga is only
ninety-nine square
miles and its popula-
tion is less than that of
Reading.

Tonga is basically a
Christian country, and
the college that Jean
will be working at g
run by Roman Cath-
olic brothers. Most of
the teachers at the
school teach only up
to primary level, and
so the school needs a
more qualified
teacher to help the
pupils reach the stan-
dard of the New Zea-
land exam level.

Jean will also have
get the practical sci-
ence work off the

ound, since the col-
ege has the appar-
atus, but no one there
knows how to use it!

Jean stressed to the
congregation that she
would value our
prayers during the
coming two years as
she does this valuable
work in Tonga. She
knows that the Lord
wants her to do this,
and she goes with the
blessing and interest
of the whole fellow-
ship.

=i =]

The church made
two presentations to
Jean, one on behalf of
the Gospel Singers
and one on behalf of
the church family as a
whole. The gift from
the latter was a Radio
Recorder, so thatJean
can play cassettes and
pick up the BBC.

We wish her well
and assure her of our
love and prayers.

A
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services on the first
Sunday in every
month still provide
the opportunity for
the whole family to
worship.

Following the
Family Service at
llam on March 1
the Rainbow Circle
meets in St John’s
Church 11am-12.00
on March 8, 15, 22
and 29. All further
details and
lnquiries can be
made from Mrs

Accoss
I A 1

SERVICE

FREE

Jane Robs
481452, ; S

N.G. KENT & SONS
LADIES AND GENTS

ALTERATION
TAILORS

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378

* TROUSERS SHORTENED
WHILE YOU WAIT
* INVISIBLE REPAIR

=

* MEN'S DRESS HIRE
* QUOTATIONS & ADVICE
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IN THE EYES OF

THE ALMIGHTY
and most of Caver-
sham’s 30,000 resi-

dents, how the
Church of England
organises itself
must be a low
priority. Yet our
parish structure
ought at least not to
inhibit God’s King-
‘dom nor prove an
unwieldy machine
to drive into the
21st century. Hence
the recent Recto-
rial flutterings in
the parish dove-
cote about
encouraging Caver-
sham and Maple-
durham into

The Caversham
Group of Parishes

One hundred
years ago the
foundation stone
was laid for St John
the Baptist’s
Church, to serve
the growing area of
‘“Lower Caver-
sham”. St Andrew’s
75 years ago was
established for the
folk who live on the
hill, and soon after
St Barnabas trans-
mogrified into a
church for rapidly
expanding Emmer
Green. These three
daughter churches
were, and legally
still
“mothered” by St
Peter’s the
ancient parish
church from the
days when Caver-

sham was a hamlet
on the north bank
of the Thames.
Caversham Park
blossomed, a thriv-
ing estate with a
thriving church
community (no
“normal” building
but a lively heart!)
Then, in this
decade, St Mar-
garet’s joined St
Peter’s as a sister
church, to round
off Caversham and
Mapledurham.

So why change?
Being a conserva-
tive radical, your
Rector does not
favour change for
change’s sake. I
think, however
Caversham would
benefit by coming
in line with the rest
of the Anglican
Church. The 1968
Pastoral Measure
legislated that “all
ecclesiastical dis-
tricts are now auto-
matically
parishes”. th' did
this not apply to
us? .Because our
‘‘districts’’ are
legally no more
than daughter
churches
although the life of
each ‘“‘district”
church is busier
than the average
parish in this dio-
cese! I pay tribute
to the clergy and

people, past and
present, who have
ensured that our
Anglican churches
here are so vigor-
ous. But, the more
vigorous we are,
the more we real-
ise that we work
with a hierarchical
structure which
has little relation-
ship with the reali-
ties of our parish
life or, for that mat-
ter, with life
beyond the parish
boundary. Legally
all major decisions
have to go through
the central Paroc-
hial Church Coun-
cil — yet each “Dis-
trict Committee” is
doing the work of a
normal PCC in its
own locality. The
various excellent
pan-Caversham
organisations have
their own constitu-
tions and thrive in
their own right.

In 1853 our par-
ish enabled the
creation of the new
parish of Kidmore
End, from land and
endowments in the
north of Caversham
parish. Since then
as a church we
have tended to cen-
tralise inwards
whilst the popula-
tion has expanded,
marked by the
establishment of

BY RICHARD:
KINGSBURY

daughter churches
to serve their grow-
ing local communi-
ties. What was the
intention of the
founders and
benefactors of
these dauﬁhter
churches? Why did
we let the 1968
Pastoral Measure
pass us by? Should
we not “authenti-
cate” what already
exists, by giving
legal autonomy to
our grown-up
daughters?

Caversham Park
Church and St Mar-
garet’s Maple-
durham are no less
our concern. Their
future must be
secured to maxi-
mise the exciting
things already
going on. There are
many uncertain-
ties. Much still has
to be discussed and
the Diocese of
Oxford will need to
help us through
any ‘“evolutionary
travail”. I stress
the word evo]ution,
rather than ‘split-
ting up”.

If a Caversham
Group Ministry
evolves (as it did a
decade ago in Tile-
hurst) we become

CHRAIVRL

Laster Saturday, 1 8”’ Apr// 1987

THE preparations

There is music to

for the Carnival of be learned and

Praise are in full
swing. The aim is to
give a joyful witness
in song through the
streets of Caver-
sham and it is
hoped all Caver-
sham Churches will
take part.

Rehearsal evenings
in March will take
place on the 4th and
18th both Wednes-
days at 7.45pm at
the Baptist Centre,
Prospect Street.
Please just “turn
up” with voices or

The Rocking Horse
Montessori Nursery School
April 1987

at
26 St Peter’s Avenue
Caversham, Reading
Interested parents please write to

the above address for further
information

or telephone Mrs Vivien Vincent
READING (0734) 477644
(Qualified Teachers)

Announcing the opening of

291,

musical instru-
ments — or both! If
any groups would
like to practice the
music on their own,
the “Carnival” song
book can be pro-
vided. For any
information on the
music please con-
tact Pam Chilvers
on Reading 478291.

The Carnival will
be colourful and a
lot of work is neces-
sary to decorate a
float and to make
banners, flags, etc.
Anyone who would
like to help please
contact Martin
Beek on Reading
477428.

Pauline Hay will
be paying special
attention to chil-
dren, and Parents
and Sunday School
or Day School
Teachers can con-
tact her on Reading
482143, or at a
Rehearsal evening.

The route will be
through the main
shopping area of
Caversham with the

streets involved
being Church
Street, Prospect
Street, Gosbrook
Road, Oxford
Street, Hemdean

Road and Priory
Avenue, etc. The
procession will go
round twice and it
is hoped will have
police support and
presence on the
day.

A lorry is still
required for the
float and any
suggestions or
offers regarding
this would be wel-
come. Please con-
tact the Carnival
Director, Graham
Coldman, on Read-
ing 427453 or the
Carnival Secretary,
Keith Stephen-
Evans, on Reading
473619 if you can
help or advise or
just want informa-
tion.

Let us truly make
Caversham ring out
in song and praise
this Eastertime.
With your help we
can surely do it.

sister churches. I
am confident that
Mapledurham will
remain linked as a
sister church.
Caversham Park
could be a vital sis-
ter ecumenical
parish. Our finan-
cial responsibili-
ties to the diocese
would be very simi-
lar to what they are
now (but u% eep of
clergy ouses
would be a dioce-
san responsibility).
The clergy would
meet as equals,
bound to co-oper-
ate as a Grou

Ministry. The deci-
sions district com-
mittees now have
to make would be
made with the full
authority of indi-
vidual parochial
church councils.
The bishop would
be bound to consult
each church on the
appointment of its
incumbent (the
present ‘‘sitting
tenant” assistant
curates inevitably
having a claim for
shortlisting if they
and their church
councils so wish)

POWER TO THE PEOPLE?

and his term of
office as vicar
would normally be
longer than at
present applies.

To the average
worshipper little
would appear to
change with full
parochial status.
The only obvious
change for the man
in the street (who
probably assumes
that we are all
parishes anyway)
would be that he
would have to be
married in his par-
ish church. We
formalise what at
present exists
informally. St
Peter’s would keep
its Rector, whoever
he may be (!) and
would, surely,
benefit markedly
from having his
undivided pastoral
attention and
leadership.

We can hand on
to the 21st century
a Group Ministry of
mature PARTNER-
SHIP IN MISSION
AND SERVICE.
Next year the new
Bishop of Oxford
celebrates with us

BAPTISM

a century of church
life at St John’s.
With urban priority
areas and
experimental pat-
terns of ministry
evolving around
the country,
shouldntwe ut In
order our local
church structure so
that Caversham
can take its place
properly in the
national mission of
the Church?

Stron% initiatives
spring from strong
bases. I would like
to see the churches
in Caversham and
Mapledurham
launch adventur-
ous initiatives,
drawn by God into
partnership with
Him in His world,
rather than tread-
ing water and wait-
ing for the “parish
powers that be at
the centre” to do
something. The
POWER THAT IS
exists’ In’  our
Eucharistic con-
gregations already.
My suggestion for a
Group Ministry
affirms the past,
celebrates the
present and, under
God, welcomes the
future!

Catherine Joanne Wilsons baptism on September 21, 1986.

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or
just old or unusual? Do you want to be sure you
get a fair price?

Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and
sells antiques in the area. She depends on her
reputation for fair and honest prices.

Give heraring. There is no charge and no

obligation.
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BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG16ND

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882

%
for

ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK

including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,

etc
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP

THERE was a good
attendance at the
Methodist Church Hall
in Lower Caversham on
January 22 for the 22nd
Annual General Meeting
of the Good Neighbour
Scheme. The meeting
was hosted by the Minis-
ter, the Rev B. Skinner,
who also stood in as
Chairman.

In her report the
Secretary paid tribute to
Dr James Rothwell who
resigned as Chairman at
the end of last year on
moving to Norfolk. Dr
Rothwell was one of the
founder members of the
Scheme and will be
greatly missed.

1986 was a very busy
year. Transport has
always been 75 per cent
of the Scheme’s “work
load” and between them
the 80 drivers on file
undertook some 577
journeys to help the
elderly and/or disabled
keep vital hospital
appointments etc. At the
same time other carin,
helpers continued wi
the visiting of the sick,
the lonely and/or house-

sitting and carrying out
sundlg'y odd jobs where
possible. The Secretary
expressed the Scheme’s
grateful thanks to all hel-
pers and her own
appreciation of the work

one by the Area
Organisers.

The audited accounts
showed a healthy finan-
cial situation, but during
the next 12 months the
Committee will be look-
ing to put several matters
on a more businesslike
basis, not the least the
situation (very hit and
miss) of donations
towards the mileage
undertaken by drivers.
The Scheme has no
income and relies
entirely on goodwill
donations.

There is much to be
done in 1987, and in
particular to find a
replacement for Dr
Rothwell. Nevertheless
residents of Caversham
will be pleased to know
the Scheme is ALIVE
AND WELL, and in
good heart.

Following the busi-

bound, shopping, col- ness side of the meeting,
lecting pensions, granny- the guest speaker was

Tel. (0734) 591231

1

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham.
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday _

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half

normal fares. Tested and registered by Read-

ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality

Advance booking taken evenings
READING 470690

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC
COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS
Tel. READING 477466

oo |

J. LUCKETT (Insurance
Services) LTD

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street,
Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950

Mrs Christine Salvesen,
social worker at the Bat-
tle Hospital, whose
particular field was, in
eriatrics. Mrs Salvesen
?elt that her work was
particularly important in
these days simply
because there were so
many more people living
to a ripe old age; in fact,,
she could often find her-
self looking after two
enerations in the same
amily where, say, the
eldest member was in
her 90s and a daughter
or son in their 70s.

She emphasised the
need for social workers
to work as a team
together with all those
involved in the care and
welfare of an elderly
patient: doctors and
nurses, health visitors,
occupational therapists,
physiotherapists, speech
therapists, dieticians and
home care organisers —
all co-operated to bring
tcz_gether a whole picture
of the patients’ needs.
Communication was
essential, so that wires
were crossed as little as
possible. At the Battle
this was an important
part of their work;
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however, Mrs Salvesen
hoped that when the
new wards for long-stay
patients were opened at
the hospital in the
autumn there would be
better facilities for such
private discussions so
that patients did not feel
that their problems were
being aired in front of
others.

Mrs Salvesen spoke of

.the need to support the

relatives of elderly and
sick patients, who were
often full-time carers
with very little help
either financially or
morally. The Battle
Hospital ran relative
Support groups whereby
family carers could come
in once a month to talk
to consultants and feel
art of the whole set-up.
ghe praised the work of
Age Concern, and in
articular their Caring
or the Carers scheme
which was so suc-
cessfully helping families
to cope with the diffic
ties of looking after
elderly relatives. She told
the meeting that there
were many ways in
which people could

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

receive help and benefits

through the DHSS and
the N%‘IS; but ignorance
of what was available
together with an
unwillingness to accept
“‘charity” meant that
much oz what could help
was just not used. She
mentioned the inconti-
nence advisory service
and laundry service
offered by the NHS, as
well as day centres and
benefits for extra home
help. Mrs Salvesen urged:
voluntary organisations
such as {Ke Good Neigh-
bours to keep people
informed of what was
available, as well as to
continue to provide the
practical help and sup-
port which was so valu-
able. After answering
questions from members
of the audience, Mrs Sal-
vesen said that the pic-
ture of health care for
the elderly in Reading
was “fairly good”, but
there was always a need

for more qualified staff

ul- and better resources,

and the work done by
voluntary organisations
in the area would always
be an essential part of a
total caring community.

IT is rather unusual
for me to go out to
lunch on a Satur-
day, and to a lunch
held in a church
worship area, at
that. But on Satur-
day, January 24, I
found myself (with
Sheila) at Caver-
sham Baptist Free
Church for the Link
Group Lunch.

We assembled in
the church lounge
and immediatel
we were bac
among friends we
had known since we
came to Caversham
in 1970, but who we
do not see so often
now that our
various paths have
diverged. It was
good to catch up on

ersonal news

efore the meal and
to swop a few quips
with the Rector.
Then, after Grace,
on to the meal, a
veritable feast, con-
jured up from the
depths of the
kitchen, which
would have graced
a 3-star restaurant.

“What colourful
table napkins,” I
politely remarked
to the lady from St
Peter’s on my right,
but before she
could answer, all
was revealed. We
were to be moved to
sit at another col-
our-coded table for
the dessert course,
our destination
depending on the
colour of our nap-
kin. “Oh dear,” I
thought, that means

I might have to sit
next to someone I

INSIDE — NOT OUTSIDE

do not know — and I
had carefully
selected my origi-
nal seat so I was
sitting comfortably
with people I knew.
With a flurry of mul-
ticoloured activity
and shouts of
“where’s the green
table?” we ebbed
and flowed across
the church floor to
find our new places,
and finally sank
down at the green
table to enjoy the
rest of the meal. (I
think the lady at the
end of the table
with the pink nap-
kins finally gave up
and joined us
regardless!) I sat
next to an old
friend from Caver-
sham Park and met
(for the first time)
Rev Peter Mullins,
who on hearing that
I am a solicitor, pro-
ceeded to regale me
with legal conun-
drums quite beyond
my Saturday post-
lunch ability. Next
time, I shall go as a
curate! Those who
could spare their
blushes had
‘“seconds”, tea and
coffee flowed freely
and we were well
contented. Mrs
Doreen Bennett

do, because that
was the last thing
that Sheila and I
felt. We were among
friends from dif-
ferent churches,
meeting together in
the week of Prayer
for Christian Unity,
for fellowship, to
learn from and
encourage each
other, and above all
to share a meal
together, something
Christ shared in for
us. There were no
barriers, we were
all Christians bring-
ing our particular
experience and
traditions to share
with others and tak-
ing something away
for our own growth
as Christians and
people. It was a
good time of fellow-
ship and I found
myself asking why
we don’t hold
ecumenical lunches
more often. What
about at Harvest
time? Do they have
to be on a Saturday?
What about Sunday
as a follow-up to the
service, with
perhaps Caversham
Baptist Free
Church joining with
St John’s and St
Peter’s with Caver-
sham Park?

then explained the Shouldn’t we be
role and work of the trying to come
Link Group and the closer together as
work of the Caver- Christians rather
sham Care Centre, than more frag-
and the Rector gave mented? What do
a vote of thanks to youthink? I am sure
all concerned. all those present at
I was asked tothe Link Group
give an “outsider’s” Lunch would say
view of the lunch. “Yes—when?”

Useful names and telephone numbers for the
Caversham Bridge Good Neighbour Scheme:

Emmer Green Area Organiser
Mrs J. Perrin 474625
Caversham Park Village
Mrs D. Davies 476181
Caversham Heights
Miss W. Summers 474351
Mapledurham
Mrs R. Nagle 471419
Central Caversham
Mrs J. Rumble 471395
Lower Caversham
Miss E. Angliss 482259
Secretary and Central Organiser
Miss E. M. Youens 479048

b
Holloway’s
Incorporating .
BUCKELL & BALLARD FINE ARTS and
NICHOLAS AUCTION DEPARTMENT
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 High_Street, Streatley, RG8 9HY
Tel. Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

A professional service from
complete contents to a
single item,
Transport and storage faci:
lities. Free pre-sale inspec-
tion and advice.

Entries for future sales
invited.

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance pur-

poses.
We are agents for
and at 49 Parsons Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire ABBEY
The professional alternative to London BUILDING SOCIETY

PASSPORT SERVICE
YOUR WEDDING OR PORTRAIT IN COLOUR

HYMOR

Photographers

43 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM

Tel: Reading 475656 and 479450

That I really cannot Geoff Goldsmith
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KATY IN CAVERSHAM |

I make no apologies for
returning to the subject of
antiques and collections.
For one thing, I said I
would, but I must admit it
is partly sheer selfiindulg-
ence since the more I
explore the field the more
interested I become.
Added to that, the people
I've approached are so
helpful and friendly. I've
already written of my talks
with Mr Ellis of Pros;
Furnishings and Pat
Howard who has the
antique shop in Prospect
Street.

Gail Spence

At last I've been
able to have a chat
with Gail, not an easy
thing to arrange as
she is such a busy
lady. One of the first
things about Gail that
one notices is her
enthusiasm; she says
she loved antiques
even as a child, and it
is easy to believe. To
hear her talk about
‘“‘proportions’’,
“craftsmanship” and
so on, one realises
that although she

didn’t start buying
and selling antiques
until about 11 years
ago, when her daugh-
ter was small, she has
areal feel for the sub-
ect. Expecting to find
er home crowded
with objets d’art, it is
surprising to find a
beautifully unclut-
tered room with the
bare minimum of pic-
tures, china, etc. She
says — and I can well
believe it — it enables
her to appreciate the
few things she has in
the house; they never
lose their wonderful
attraction for her, she
says.

Antiques and
jumble sales

Although Gail’s
shop is in Twyford, a
lot of her work is done
in Caversham. Apart
from private buying
and selling and clear-
ing of houses, she
devotes much of her
energy to local events.

“Our Baptist friends

tell me that over
recent years she has

been a great help to
them in their fund-
raising efforts. Mem-
bers of the congrega-
tion bring along “bits
and pieces” they don’t
want and they are
taken to Gail to sort
out — she’s not afraid
to say if she doesn’t
know, but is often able
to give an immediate
Erice. I’'m told she has
elped to raise over
£8,000 for the Baptist
Building Fund in this
area. Always fair and
enerous is how she
as been described.
For good measure she
is prepared to visit
anfy jumble sale
before opening and
make an offer for any-
thing worth more than
the usual jumble sale
price. Maybe an
unpopular move with
dealers and wide-
boys, but jumble sales
are run to raise as
much as possible for a
particular charity and
it is only fair they
should have the
benefit.
I could write pages
about Gail and her

Hardwick Estate,

H. F. GODFREY

The Market Garden
Goring Heath
Phone Checkendon 681541 -
FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1912

Supplying Fresh Fruit,
Vegetablés & Potatoes

STRINGS OF HOME-GROWN ONIONS

Local Free Range Eggs, Dairy Produce from

ome Baked Cakes and Bread,

Stone Ground Wholemeal Flour, Honey,
Made Jam, Marmalade and Pickles

AND MOST RECENTLY A SELECTION
OF WHOLEFOODS 3

Tuesday to Saturday, 9-1am, 2-5pm;
_ Sunday, 9.30am-Noon

Home

@

E. &R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clark (ret)

257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING E‘l

Panel beating, spraying, chassis
repairing
Accident and insurance work

=; Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings
' undertaken

husband, Alan — also
much involved in the
business — but there
isn't the space so I
simply pass her over
to our readers and say
that she, too, comes
with the highest
recommendations, so
don’t be afraid to
phone her on 473011.

Learning about
antiques

To come back to
where this all started
— a class I'm cur-
rently attending at a
local evening school.
And, before I say
more, I would urge
anyone with the
remotest interest in
collecting to enrol
early when, we hope,
the classes start again
in September. I'll put
my cards on the table;
frankly, I never
expected to get much
from the class — apart
from my own interest

in glass — but I find
myself increasingly
caught up with
various aspects of col-
lecting. I'm no longer
content to sweep past
cases of ceramics, for
instance, in museums.
I want to know more
about them, where the
items came from, how
old they are and so on.
One can never learn it
all, which is what
makes it so
fascinating.

Visiting Martin
Rendall, our lecturer,
and his wife, Moira, at
their home is a real
eye-opener. They do,
of course, possess
beautiful items of
glass, china, etc, but it
1s their whole
approach to the sub-
ject which makes a
visit so enjoyable.
Everything is so
carefully placed that
one item compliments
another this,
perhaps, is where
their true value lies.
Martin and Moira
have lived in their
present home for
many years so they
have made it a real
thing of beautg, not
without a great deal of
effort. Shelves have
been put up, cup-
boards torn down,
fireplaces taken out
and new hearths
relaid. One imagines
that if these two ever
fall out it is over the

lacing of a certain
item of glass or china.
Moira, who teaches
art at Prospect
School, studied Fine
Art at Reading
University and met
Martin shortly after
graduating. Martin
himself started school
life at Hemdean
House. He actually
trained as an electri-
cal engineer and,
after service with the
Royal Engineers,
went to work for Brit-
ish Rail, retiring last
year when he was a
design assistant in the
signal and telecom-
munications depart-
ment.

A sense of belonging

Although the
Rendall family are
not originally from
this district — a
magnificent family
tree going back to the
16th century is one of
his proudest posses-
sions — Martin does
take great pride in
having been born in
Hemdean Road and
thus being a true
member of a thriving
community. Having
learned a lot about
antiques and gained
considerable experi-
ence talking to Caver-
sham groups on the
subject, he was asked,
some ten years ago, if
he would consider
taking evening clas-
ses. His own special-
ity is ceramies but,
like everyone in this
field, he has learned
much over the years;
at one time he and his
wife had a stall in
what was known as
The Yard in Prospect
Street, which many
readers will remem-
ber. But generally
speaking their
interest is in acquir-
ing and imparting
knowledge rather
than buying and sell-
ing. Martin, by the
way, is still available
for talks providing it
is to local groups. His
phone number is
472655.

Finding, collecting
and enjoying

So ends my plod
round Caversham in
search of “antiques”.
If anyone can add to
what I've said, I'll be
delighted. Meanwhile
I hope I've sparked off
in some of you at least
the urge to go, look
and possibly to col-
lect. It needn’t cost
much and can give you
hours of interest and a
lot of knowledge if you
keep your eyes and
ears open. And, as a
bonus, you'll be meet-
ing such nice people.

IT was almost eight years
ago that the village of

apledurham gathered
together to say farewell to
its last postmistress, Mrs
Joyce Crocker, who was
going to enjoy a well-
earned retirement at
Theale. Now, sadly, we

# record her death towards

VANDERPUMP &
WELLBELOVE

and Wellesley-Smith & Co

AND ESTATE AGENTS VALUERS

Sales of Antique Furniture and Other Effects

40 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 482002

CHARTERED
SURVEYORS
AUCTIONEERS

the end of January and all
those who attended - that
happy occasion in 1979 will
mourn the loss of a very
ood friend, for Joyce
Emker undertook man:
kindnesses on their behalt,
for a time accepting
responsibility for the deliv-
ery of newspapers and milk
for those living so far away
from any shops. Not only
did she run the post office,
she had quite a little shop
there too, stocking cigar-
ettes, sweets, writing paper
and certain groceries for

those in emergencies.

For 76 years out of the
80 in which Mapledurham
had a post office before it
closed in 1979, it was in the
care of Mrs Crocker’s
family. First her mother
and father, Mr and Mrs

Burden, were in charge

OBITUARY — MRS JOYCE CROCKER

it impossible for her to take
part in many village activi-
ties but she did belong to
the Jubilee Club for several
years. Her many friends
will remember her with
affection.- To her husband,
l;hn-y, we eflend our

with young Joyce helping
more and more as she grew
up, then finally on the
death of her mother, Mrs
Crocker herself took over.
When the little post office
finally closed the village
lost an important part of its
life, for what is a village
without a postmistress (or
master) and a little shop,
however small?

oyce Crocker was very
mt'!cg part of the village
and many were the tales
she could tell having lived
so long in the community
and seen so many changes.
Her responsibilities made
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Learn to manage your

MICROWAVE

with lessons on your own microwave in
the convenience of your home by a
qualified home economist.
Lessons with a microwave provided and
presentations to larger groups also avail-
able.
For further details phone

Jennifer John
READING 476224

00000000000000000000000000000000S

0000000000000 000COCCCOOROCOS

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308 ;

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
NEW AND
MoFuLm?ELD RECONDITIONED
el MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

0000000000000 0000000000000
Jeeceegeccccecccccceseidenen

CRAWFORD
& LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for the

care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School is

open during term time. The babies and children are cared

for by trained staff assisted by our own student nursery
nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

e RAY GALLAGHER

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention NO job too
small {

Telephone Reading 475599
1 Kirkham Close,
Caversham Park Village, Reading

91051

\_

PANGBOURNE COLLEGE ARTS SOCIETY

in THE DRAKE CENTRE, PANGBOURNE COLLEGE

1986/87 SEASON

MAR 7, JOHN AMIS (TV's ‘My Music’), in "AMISCELLANY’,
MAR 14, INDIANA JONES AND THE TEMPLE OF DOOM (PG),

APRIL 25, TAMAS VASARY, The international piano virtuoso in
a programme of Beethoven and Chopin, 7.30pm, £4.50
ENQUIRIES AND INFORMATION:
PANGBOURNE 4988

7.30pm, £3.00

7.30pm, £1.50
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St Andrew’s
Mothers’ Union

THE New Year started
on January 6 with an
Epiphany Lunch to
wEich members were
leased to welcome the
ector and the Deanery
Presiding Member
together with Fr Tony.
There were forty-four
who sat down to a three
course lunch which had
been prepared and
served iy members of
the committee to whom
very grateful thanks are
extended for such a mar-
vellous meal.

At the evening meet-
ing later in the month Mr
John Gazzard came to
talk about the work of
the Probation Service
from the "administrative
side. This evening was
very interesting and
thought provoking, and
many questions were
asked about the various
aspects of the Probation
Service.

Caversham
Heights TG
Scottish Holiday

RAIN, flood and tem-
pests don’t usually keep
our members away from
meetings, but in January
the snow did just that so
Mr P. Davidge’s planned
talk about the Spalding
Tulip Rally came to
naught.

At social studies group
of Caversham Heights
Townswomen's Guild
however Mr ]. Frew,
who (s very keen on
Scotland, shared his holi-
day experiences in the
area of Wester Ross
round Upper Loch Tor-
ridon with members.
Arriving at Inverness
with his wite by train, his

READING
475253

WELLS & HOWARTH

MELJON

BUILDING * DECORATING
PLUMBING + HOUSE REPAIRS

GORING
873040

12183

car also, he tirst showed
a photograph of the
refurbished station
there. There was a
limpse of the luxurious
ilighlnnd Belle waiting
there, then the journe
headed west t rougg
Glen Docherty to Kin-
lochewe and Glen Torri-
don. Here Liathach the
most nobly severe of
British mountains, rising
3,456 feet above Upper
Loch Torridon, stands
with its grand neighbour
Beinn Eighe and nearb
nature reserve. The lo

has Shieldaig Loch and
Ap[ﬁlecross to the south
with Skye beyond. Shiel-
daig is the Norse name
for “herring bay” but
sadly there are no more
herrings, and lobsters
can only be sold at a
price fixed by the EEC.

Theré’s a road across
the Applecross peninsula
which runs on from Kin-
lochewe to Loch Maree,
Gairloch and Loch Ewe.
Off this road Mr Frew
climbed a mountain,
explored as far as Shiel-
daig and then returned
to the north side of
Upper Loch Torridon
where Torridon village
lies in the shadow of the
mountains. Here sur-
names are not used, and
you might be surprised
to find a rock from the
local mountain on your
doorstep. School-chil-
dren must cross the loch

to go to school. Birds
outnumber the inhabi-
tants. Altogether a
stimulating journey both
for Mr Frew and our-
selves.

Blagrave Wi

MRS Popplewell wel-
comed members on a
rather dull day for the
February meeting wi
the news that the speaker
had had to drop out
owing to family illness
but Mrs Peggy }i'homas,
a member for many years
filled the gap admirably
with slides of holidays in
Wales. Her efforts at
such short notice were
much appreciated. A
rather nice coincidence
followed when Mrs Tho-
mas won the raffle Frize.
The competition for a
Valentine Verse was won
by Mrs Idenden, Mrs
Housden and Mrs Tho-
mas. A coffee morning
had been arranged for
January 14 but as we
were mostly snowed up,
there was a disappoint-
ing turnout for Mrs
Davidge who had organ-
ised it.

MISS Vincent chaired
the January meeting and
dates were given for
Crafts, Scrabble, Ramb-
ling and Play Reading to
start the year. A visit to

the theatre was planned
and a Valentine Lunch-
eon Party before the

February meeting.

The highlight of the
afternoon was a talk on
the NSPCC by Miss P.
Huntley. It was started
in 1884 and she showed
a film made ten years
ago, but still relevant
today. Although most

th are aware of what is

being done to children
today, Miss Huntley left
members thinki::f and
wishing they col d hel
such dedicated people
who work for the
NSPCC. The competi-
tion “The Funny things
that children say” was
won by Mrs Burt.

MAPLEWOOD’S
thirty-second birthday
was celebrated in fine
style on a bitterly cold
day when members an
guests from the Group
enjoyed a delicious tea.
The beautiful birthday
cake was cut by the Insti-
tute’s newest member
and a competition to
identify pictures of local
buildings provoked
many furrowed brows.
But the highlight of
the afternoon was an
audio visual programme
of slides and music
g;escnted by Mr C. L.
alter in which pictures
of beautiful flowers and
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bathed in sunshine,
made everyone wish for
a holiday there as well.
Spring scenes of the For-
bury Gardens a riot of
flowers, a credit to the
lovely scenery were o, deaners the beauty of
shown, each .mer%;ng ﬁ/larlow Bridge on a
into the next with subtle ¢ 0% oS0 i
colour combinations of wimzr scpenesgo s ang
uite entrancing beauty, oy gt Henley Marsh
all set to a musical Tty Gl e Il
accompaniment. . . Stream at Caversham in
s c’}'hdedgafile. .Wh";h 1981, the last two would
included 1n the prizeS (e 4 haye looked out of
attractive table decora- place on Christmas
gops made b)"iMrs Ross cards, all thesel, and
ainter, was drawn and m,ny more includin,
the ﬂqwgr ?ﬂf the n{)onth very artistic sunsets orgx
gﬁs, Ju g§ to D€ 2 high ground overlooking
ristmas Rose. Caversham were accom-
ganied by a commentary
Emmer Green T¥1 the photographers.
e vote of thanks was

y 3
b .
Townswomen's given, by Miss N.

Gulld The one hundred and

fiftieth Royal Berks
EMMER Green Towns- Hospital Radio Therapy
women’s Guild met on Appeal was ably sup-
Tuesday, January 13 at ported by Mrs Pam Har-
7.30pm and in spite of vey who gave a coffee
the appalling weather morning and *‘bring and
conditions, many mem- buy” at which she col-
bers braved the elements lected £33.50. This char-
to listen to a most ity will be the focus for

interesting talk given by the Emmer Green
gamely filled the breach, when they hope to don-
when the original ate more during the year.

Beautiful colour slides

ertly photographed é
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the miserable weather, MRS Harwood, the
Delphi, Greece or Corfu. members to this first
Cascading exotic flowers meeting of 1987. She
Greek dancers in
national costume, and

Mr Charles Jepson who Townswomen’s Guild
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enjoyed the Christmas
break and were now
ready to face the year
ahead and she wished all
the members a happy
and healthy new year.
This meeting, as in the
last couple of years, was
an informal meeting,
given over mostly to the
members, a chance for
them to make sugges-
tions, ideas, complaints
and give their views, and
also to join in discussion
with the committee
regarding future outings
and dates. It was a lively,
enjoyable meeting with
members stating the
were quite satisfied wif
things staying as they
were at present. Outings
and dates were decided

on.
After all this lively dis-

cussion it was a very

_ ROUND THE CLUBS

welcome sight to see the
“cuppa” appearing. It
was then tgne to close
the meeting and mem-
bers left knowing they
also had contributed in
their own way towards
the success of their club
in the year to come.

Chazey Wi

DO YOU go to the
Market? That is to say,
do you buy at or contri-
bute to your local WI
Market?

Chazey WI were
fortunate in having Mrs
Agnes Salter, the current
National Federation of
Women’s Institutes
Chairman, to speak at
their January Meeting.
Mrs Salter had been
Market Organiser for
Oxfordshire for twelve

ears and she reminded

important role played by
Markets as “shop
windows” for Women’s
Institutes, and as local
contact points with other
people, not all of them
members of WI. Her
enthusiasm had many
Chazey members
wondering why they had
not shopped at Church
House on a Friday, and
fired a few with the
intention of contributing
something to be sold.
A WI Market provides
a service to its local com-
munity, selling home
cooking to people who
are perhaps alone and
unable to cook for them-
selves, and other pro-
duce from garden or
craftwork. The produc-
ers gain the fun and
contact with others, and
a little pin money into
the bargain.

of the previous week had
at last released it’s gri

on the neighbourhood.
A good number of mem-
bers were at Church
House to hear Mr Roger
Green, the Deputy Head
of the Audiology Ser-
vices, from the Royal
Berkshire Hospital,
speak about his depart-
ment’s work; concerning
the detection, diagnosis
and rehabilitation of the
many patients referred to
them. From remedial
rommets for young chil-
ren, througﬁ' to com-
pact hearing aids for the
ﬂoung or elderly, with a
earing difficulty. Mr
Green held members
completely engrossed
and left them with a
better understanding of
the tensions and prob-
lems experienceg by
members of the com-

Mrs Salter’s fund of munity, who have to
er audience of the amusing stories of Mar- strain to hear.

ket days, and her expert

tips on selling were meeting is on

The Group’s next

arch 17,

enjoyed by the Members, 8pm at Church House,
and many left the meet- when Mr Eric Nicholson
ing feeling they should will speak on his work as

T

you need help

1. Give help
emergency;

(Emergencies

CAVERSHAM
CARE CENTRE

_ Church House, 59 Church Street

Office open Monday to Friday
9.30am-11.30am. T.N. 483466.
Please ring, or call personally, if

from the many local charitable
and caring organisations on the
LINK GROUP files, or, if you need
assistance from the CAVERSHAM
BRIDGE GOOD NEIGHBOUR
SCHEME, who will:

2. Visit and offer help to the sick,
lonely and/or housebound;

3. Provide emergency transport.

hours —T.N. 479048 or 476181).

The “POP-IN"” CENTRE in which
to relax quietly, find someone to
talk to, or obtain help is open:

Tuesday and Thursday 10am to
12 noon and coffee is available.

Please note — offers to help are
also always welcome.

or information

in a domestic

out of office

MIKE DORE
MOTOR REPAIRS

not neglect their local Donation Appeals

market in future.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen's
Guild

THE speaker at Caver-
sham Afternoon Towns-
women’s Guild was Miss
Pat Tyler who has trav-
elled extensively. This
time she related her
adventures on the Orient
Express and the many
varied people she met.
Mrs Gale took a party
of members to the Ei:'an-
tomime at the Hexagon.
A team to take part in
the Federation Quiz has
been chosen and the first
round is against Emmer
Green Guifd in January.
The Chairman Mrs
Enid Mills has put for-
ward an idea for a Holi-
day Club, geared espe-
cially for those living
alone who would like to
{:)in with others for a
oliday.

St Peter’s
Wives Group

ST PETER'’S Wives were
fortunate in having
chosen for their January
meeting an evening
when the wintry weather

Organiser, for the
Church of England Chil-
dren’s Society.

Caversham
Community
Association

THE 1987 meetings
commenced on January
5 when the members met
for a social evening and
also came prepared to
pay their annual sub-
scription. The television
panel games of
“Blankety Blank” and
“Give Us A Clue” were
Flayed before the break
or refreshments. A good
selection of cheese and
biscuits was served with
a choice of wine or fruit
juice.

There was a small
attendance on January
12 due to the excep-
tionally cold weather.
Indoor games were
played and enjoyed by all
present.

The following week
the meeting was cancel-
led because of the con-
tinuing icy weather.

Happily the weather
improved for the visit of
Mr and Mrs E. S.
Archer, from Surley
Row, Caversham, on Jan-
uary 26. They had had an
exciting holiday in India
and Mr Archer gave an
informative talk and

slide show on this
fascinating country.
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M. ]J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

Places they visited
Xcluded Igemi,lh]aipur,

gra — where saw FREE ESTI
the Taj Maha],kand ara- PTMATES
nasi better known as
Benares. Mrs Maida 18 GOSBROOK ROAD

: CAVERSHAM

fheansi,dt}[nﬁ C_halrm:}n, READING

anked the visitors for
Ehvins thi metibers such BERKSHIRE Telephone 475?8%
an entertaining evening. a—

= FINBECK

Darby and Joan
Club

THE Club celebrated
the festive season with an
excellent lunch and very
warm welcome from the
Three Swans Hotel at
Hungerford. A party was
held the following week.
At the end of January
a number of members
and friends spent a very
enjoyable afternoon at
The Apollo Theatre,
Oxford where the Panto-
mime, Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs was
showing. The day was
rounded off by high tea
at The Royal Oak, Wat-
lington on the way home.
uring the past few
weeks Mr Beeton enter-
tained us with some very
knowledgeable and
amusing stories about
the stars of the Old Time
Music Hall and Mrs
Wallis was the “caller”
for our Bingo Session.
Future events will

PHOTOGRAPHY

for
PORTRAITS, WEDDINGS
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PHOTOGRAPHY
also g
TREASURED PHOTOGRAPHS RESTORED

QUALITY WITH ECONOMY

ANDY WILLIAMS
34 Finbeck W_;y. Lower Earley, Reading RG6 4AH
clephone 0734 868846
British Institute of Professional Photography

THE STOCKPOT

14 KIDMORE END ROAD, READING
TELEPHONE READING 484306
Momﬁ: and

Lunches, afternoon teas and

er
Takeaway food and freshly
made sandwiches
Parties catered for and
ildren welcome
Qur prices are very
msom%lc and we pride
ourselves on giving good
value for money

Monday to Saturday 10am tc 3.30pm and 6.30pm to 9.30pm

include our old friends
Harold and Fred with
‘“Songs beside the
piano”. Miss Tyler will
talk about her trip down
the Nile. Mr Kirl
show slides of holidays in
and around the
Mediterranean and Mr
Moss will give a talk and
film on Malta.

The Club meets every

Wednesday afternoon|
and|.

between 2pm
3.30pm at Church
House, Caversham and
we extend a warm wel-
come to all.

will|

— — - '

| Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
! and hire
ESCORT CARPET CLEANER
from
DRY CLEANERS B
32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM :
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt )
being removed

Servicing, Mechanical, Welding,
Accident damage, Spraying,
M.O.T. work, etc.

Tel. Reading (0734) 504604

BRITISH CHIROPODY ASSOCIATION
announce

MR JOHN REED mssctmscHA
QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST

10 Bramber Mews

1 Caversham
Appointments di
READING 477013 e

SCF Valentine’s party

THE Caversham Branch of SCF held its annual
Valentine party on St Valentine’s Day. Entertain-
ment consisted of a magic show presented by
Leslie Dee and his daughter Amanda Louise.
Apart from being a social occasion when those
\v{m help during ﬁw year can meet each other, the
evening raised over £240. .

The branch hopes to hold an Auction of
Promises later this year. With continuing prob-
lems in Africa, it is important to raise money to
help those in need. So the branch is appealing to
any business or private person who can make a
“promise” for auction. Anyone interested should
contact John Mullaney at Caversham Bookshop,
18 Prospect Street.

G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs
throughout Southern England

Formation of complete forests

Care and maintenance of trees a speciality

Careful, tidy work

Professional members Institute of Foresters of Great Britain

27 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham, Reading
Telephone 471124
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A. B. WALKER
& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 53650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

A. F.JONES

MASTER
MASONS
( ‘l’.l”)’l”(‘” in Stone
BEDFORD RD
READING

Telephone
53537

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral
Directors

48 New Street
Henley-on-Thames

Telephone 3370

DAY AND NIGHT

90337

SUNDAY SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter's ;
8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays)
11.15am Matins (2nd 4th and 5th Sundays)
6.30pm Evensong
St John's

8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am Family Eucharist
11.00am Children's Service (1st Sunday)

St Andrew's :
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Family Eucharist
11.15am Holy Communion (not 3rd Sunday)
11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday)
6.30pm Evensong
St Barnabas’ c
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)
4.00pm Evensong (1st Sunday only)
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
10.30am and 6.30pm
CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am Family Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays)
MorninEWorship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Family Service (5th Sunday)
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am (meeting in the Hill Primary School)
6.30pm (in Chapel)
METHODIST
Caversham, Gosbrook Road
11.00am and 6.30pm
Caversham Heights
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am and 6.30pm
ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Anne’s 9.00am, 11.00am (also Saturdays 5.30pm)
Our Lady of Caversham 8.30 and 10.30am, 5pm Mass
St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass
Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday)
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, York Road 11am and 6.30pm (2nd
and 4th Sundays)
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church Street, Reading 10.45am.

—
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@AVERSHAM %@KSHOP

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

12184

Telephones: Reading 473469 or 473003

LET US CALL AND GIVE YOU
A FREE ESTIMATE

J. D. Sansum & Son

PLUMBING, HEATING
AND GENERAL REPAIRS
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM
SPECIALIST
24 Stuart Close, Emmer Green
Reading RG4 8RE

J. R. McCARDLE

A.H. WHITE STONEMASON

(N.AFD)

New Offices and Private Fine Memorials in

Chapel Marble, Stone and
Granite
15 BOULT STREET Restoration and all
READING other masonry
(Rear 11 The Grove) undertaken
Telephone 54334
Late 63921 READING 62362

PLUMBING

Central Heating
General Repairs

LW
YEATES

LIMITED

Central Heating and
Plumbing
Complete systems
esigned and installed
y qualified engineers

K. C. BARNES
209 Kidmore Road
21 Star Road Caversham

Telephone:

481929 or 417512
120794

CARPENTRY, FITTED KITCHENS
PAINTING AND DECORATING
WALL TILING, GLAZING

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: READING 422188

G. J. BOXALL
Painter and %‘{élﬁlﬁ;{:
decorator CAIE .
344 HEMDEAN Buffets
ROAD Dinner Parties
CAVERSHAM Wedding Receptions
Re;j:ﬁg';‘;gﬁm Reading 473889
55007 |

mentioned

Study groups tel: 475783. Third Sunday 7.30pm, Church House,
Caversham .

CAVERSHAM DIARY

March 6th Women'’s World Day of Prayer. St James’ RC Church,
Forbury Road, 2pm. Caversham Service, St Anne’s
RC Church, 8.15pm.

March 14th Jumble Sale, 2pm, Caversham Hall. Caversham
Afternoon Townswomen’s Guild.

March 21st Jumble Sale, 2pm, Caversham Hall. Sue Ryder
Support Group.

March 22nd Car Boot Sale, 10am-4pm, Hills Meadow. St John’s
Scouts 22nd Reading. Contact Heather Walker
484779. Car £4 in advance, £5 on the day.

March 25th 8pm, St Peter’s Church. Concert by Sheilagh Winter
and Alison Wood. £2 including refreshments.

March 28th Jumble Sale, 2pm, Caversham Hall. StJohn’s
Mothers’ Union.

April 4th Link Group Good as New Sale, Baptist Church
Centre, 10am.

April 4th Bridge Drive (in aid of St Peter’s Organ Fund),
7.30pm, Church House. -

April 4th Easter Fair, 2pm, Hill School, Peppard Road.

April 6th Church House, Church Street, 8.00pm. Caversham

Their telephone mnumbers were also given wrongly — and should read
Aldershot 334047 and Reading 472094.

STITCHIN’ TIME |

1 CHURCH ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Telphone 478106

NEW ARRIVALS!

Swiss cotton in jersey, crepon, lawn, sateen from
£6.99 per metre

Gingham for school summer dresses — all colours
£2.25 per metre
And lots more!

Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

AEE ShVERSHAM
) TILE CENTRE
OVER 2,000 TILES ON DISPLAY
ITALIAN WALL TILES FROM £5.94 SQ YD

FIXING SERVICE BY OUR OWN
EXPERTS
FREE DELIVERIES
JANNERFLOW KITCHEN ON DISPLAY

14 NORTH READING CENTRE
EMMER GREEN (OPPOSITE POND) TEL. 478853

9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat
LATE NIGHT OPEN WED 8pm

Residents’ Association AGM, Guest speaker ClIr A.
Page, Chairman, Reading Borough Council
Transport Committee.

CORRECTION

WE apologise for mistakes made in Katy’s column last month. Under the
heading of VIOLINS, we are asked to say that the two gentlemen

are not violin makers, but repairers of stringed instruments.

Caversham Park Church House

March 4th

11th
18th

25th

Communions

Wednesday, 10.30am. Children welcome

Ash Wednesday Evening Communion 8.00pm,
51 Galsworthy Drive

1 Elstow Avenue (Mavis Davis)

92 Lowfield Road (Margaret Stafford)

5 Gifford Close (Paula Andrews)

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd.,
Church Street, Caversham, Reading. Telephone Reading 471703.

Telephone (0734) 476026

R. CHANDLER

Printed by Thames Valley Newspapers Ltd, Tessa Road, Reading.

PAINTER AND
DECORATOR
4 Pembroke Place
Caversham, Reading
Estimates free
Your GARDEN
PET SHOP [ |mAINTENANCE
. Digging, panel
! fer?gingg, hel;dge
trimming, lawn
CAVERSHAM cutting, glanting,
Gee Gee Pets |/ |pruning  and
and Aquaria wasding,
29prospecrsaeer | | NI- H. HILL.
Reading 472422 T%il::; al?tgr 7gm
also at Summer after 8.30pm
READING MARKET Competitive rates for
on Wednesday, Friday regular and one-off jobs
and Saturday 25158
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