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CAVERSHAM 2001

— planning, change and development

THE YEAR AD 2001, with its
futuristic sound, is now only
sixteen years away, and the
pace of change is speeding up
all the time, or so we are told.
Will Caversham have changed
beyond recognition by the early
twenty-first century, or will it
basically remain the familiar
place we know. With the help of
a few fellow crystal-ball gazers,
this page takes a look at some of
the main planning and develop-
ment changes which could
occur in the 1980s and 1990s.

There seems general concen-
sus that no significant exten-
sion of the built-up area will
occur during the next fifteen
years or so. However, the only
long-term solution to continued
pressure on Hemdean Bottom,
as Labour Planning Spokesman
Graham Rush outlined, could
be the purchase of the land by
the Borough Council to safe-
guard community access.

Central
Caversham

The area which
has seen greatest
change in recent
years is Caversham
Centre, focusing on
Church Street. With
the completion of
the Waitrose
development and
the riverside hous-
ing this area may
appear to have
reached a new
equilibrium, but
few shoning/com-
mercia areas
remain static, and
Caversham will be
no exception. The
Waitrose store
marks another
stage in the gradual
decline of the “Vil-
lage Centre”’
local shops provid-
ing for the basic
needs of local
people. The
changes in shop-
ping patterns and in
the function of
Caversham shops
will be reinforced if
a High Street chem-
ist moves into the
precinct, as is
rumoured, and is

followed by con-
tinued growth of
specialist and con-
sumer-goods shops.
Caversham will
become more of a
self-contained cen-
tre rather than pro-
viding only ‘“basic
needs”; the remain-
ing small local
shops could suffer
further. One Read-
ing commercial
agent could see the

by Stephen Witt, Post Graduate Researcher at

University of Reading studying local planning
authorities and housebuilders and is a member
of Caversham Baptist Church

locations in Read-
ing creep nearer
the river (new Kings
Meadow House;
further offices on
the current Good-
mans site), so
Caversham could
o @ » @ b
increasingly attrac-
tive. Residents and

Caversham
riverside

One aspect of
Caversham which
may see change,
even if little new
development, is the
riverside. On the
Reading bank of
course, there is con-

On the Caversham
side, there will be
much- less change
(the marina; hous-
ing at the end of
Mill Road) but grea-
ter use will cer-
tainly be made of
the river — it is
after all one of
Caversham’s/Read-

Two views of

possibilities of M=

redeveloping parts
of the central area
for new shops: the
row of shops op?o-
site Waitrose, for
example, the bot-
tom part of Pros-
pect Street or
perhaps the former

— cinema currently

occupied by the
New Testament
Church of God.
Increasing pressure
for office develop-
ment is also likely;
a trend which con-
cerns both Graham
Rush and Molly
Casey (of Caver-
sham and District
Residents Associ-
ation). As office
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the local planning
authority are cer-
tain to resist most
proposals for either
type of change, and
will attempt to
retain the tra-
ditional character
and mixed uses of
areas such as Pros-
pect Street. Actual
change, as always,
will be the outcome
of the conflict
between market
forces and plan-
ning.

siderable develop-
ment either under
way or in the pipe-
line — the Richfield
Avenue high-tech/
leisure park; hous-
ing and offices on
the Goodmans site;

more housing
between the
bridges; and

beyond Reading
Bridge, the partly
elevated section of
the Cross Town
Route and of course

— Photos: N. Wright
ing’s greatest
assets. A greater
focus upon the
Thames is a
particular theme of
Brian Fowles in his
year as Mayor;
increasing its
attraction and use
by both river-borne
visitors and local
people. The marina,
the short-stay moor-
ings in Christ-
church Meadows
and potential

View Island when it
returns to the Coun-
cil in the 1990s will
all contribute to
improved riverside
facilities. Ameni-
ties such as cafes
and restaurants
could be estab-
lished to cater for
the many people
who are attracted to
the river, and there
may be opportuni-
ties for water-
sports facilities.

Community
facilities

An area near the
river that will
almost certainly be
redeveloped by
2001 is Abbotsmead
and the land
between the
University boat
club and Waitrose
carpark. With part
of the area owned
by the Council,
some form of com-
munity use seems
likely. Sheltered
housing for the
elderly seems a
strong contender,
but a community
centre/meeting
place has also been
suggested, parti-
cularly following
the loss of the Bal-
more Hall. With
cash limits liable to
continue, Ian Fen-
wick a former
Chairman of Caver-
sham Liberals sug-
gested that local
groups could work
together with the
Council to develop
a community facil-
ity. If land was pro-
vided by the Coun-
cil, then voluntary
bodies could co-
operate to finance
and construct a
centre.

The single most
important factor
influencing Caver-
sham is the road
network, and the
measures taken to
improve it. There
remains deep con-
cern over the
impact of a Third
Thames Bridge, and

Jlittle confidence

that it will bring
substantial
improvement. Molly

the Third Bridge. development of Casey was confi-

dent of the benefit
of a “local bridge”
but thought a dual-
carriageway link
would be worse
than no bridge at
all; Ian Fenwick
saw greater relief
for Sonning rather
than for Caver-
sham; and Brian
Fowles was of the
view that any
bridge without a
northern periphe-
ral road to the
A4074 would be
disastrous for
Caversham. The
only certainty is
that motorists will
not behave quite as
traffic engineers
imagine, and there
will be extra con-
gestion at a few
unexpected places
even if general con-
ditions improve!
Will the new bridge
have any side-
effects however? It
could lead to press-
ure for industrial or
residential
development along,
and near, the Hen-
ley Road. And since
a new road often
forms a new
“target” boundary
for expansion (eg
M4 and Lower Ear-
ley), what chance of
some form of
development (hous-
ing, ‘“high-tech™?)
beyond Amersham
Road. A shrewd
developer might
propose a “Country
Park” based around
the old gravel work-
ings, and/or offer to
pay for the new
road as part of a
package the
approach recently
taken by Speyhawks
onthe formerEarley
power station site.

Who knows what
the next fifteen-
twenty years will
bring: less traffic: a
new one-way sys-
tem; a pedestria-
nised section of
Church Street,
flanked by Waitrose
and a new shopping
development;
offices between
Wolsey Road and
the Waitrose Arch?
Maybe, but then,
maybe not.
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TALKING POINT

From the Editorial Board

T'SIN A
BIRTHDAY?

BIRTHDAYS come and go. They are a point in time marking the passing
of time, but they are very special in their own way. Such celebrations
mark the achievements of the past and in the case of this newspaper,
are an opportunity to be thankful for the vision, energy and drive of our
founding fathers. We are proud to have come this far to celebrate two
hundred and fifty issues in twenty-one years. However much we have
enjoyed preparing for these celebrations (and basking in the reflected
glory of the compliments which flowed in our last edition) we have only
marked a milestone in the history of the Caversham Bridge for before
the ink is dry on the presses from the printing of issue 250 we (the
Editorial Board) are busy with the next, No. 251.

What have we achieved?

Parish magazines are an English institution. They are the means of
communication with members of the flock. The Caversham Bridge is
much more than a parish magazine, it is the means of communitation
between the various branches of the Christian Church in Caversham.

The Caversham Bridge too is more than a parish paper since it
provides a platform for the many and varied interests represented in the
wider community. A glance at the last few issues of our paper will show
what a wealth of activities, interests and causes flourish here. We can
claim to be an instrument of the ongoing co-operation between the
various church communities in Caversham for where people know
about each others’ aims and activities, then distrust and suspicion
depart. The editorial board is in itself an excellent example of
ecumenical harmony in practice. Our encouragement of the publication
of news and views from the larger sphere of Caversham is one way in
which the community spirit of the area can develop and grow to the
benefit of all

What of the Future?

With so much achieved what tasks can be set for the future? The first
thing to say is that our task is not a finite one, it is a continuing one.
Whatever has been achieved in the ecumenical field in Caversham is
only the beginning of a process of Christian growing together. Gone are
the days of hostility and rivalry between the denominations. Gone are
the days of suspicion. It is by and large fair comment that the individual
Christian communities accept each other as branches of the Christian
Church. These communities still have and will have as many areas
where they differ rather than agree. We hope we shall be part of the
ongoing process of helping to understand those differences and
reinforcing those areas of agreement.

In the general life of the community around we hope still to be a
platform for the whole spectrum of life in Caversham and to foster the
integration of those aspects into the life of the community. It will not go
amiss if, in our strivings to reflect on the life of the community, we find
it necessary to prod or criticise from time to time. Whatever we do our
aim will be for the good of the community.

How can we achieve our aims?

Our readers will not need to be reminded that the Editorial Board of
the Caversham Bridge is a group of lay people representing the four
main Church Groupings in Caversham. That board is independent and is
not beholden to any party line, political or ecclesiastical. It has a small
band of regular contributors but also relies heavily on correspondents
from the Churches and organisations together with the occasional
contributions from others. We are glad to consider for publication
material from any source provided it is topical and of interest or
instruction to the reader.

We claim to be read in four thousand homes in the Caversham area
and we rely on the goodwill of a loyal band of (volunteer) people to
deliver this paper to your home. There are many more than four
thousand homes in Caversham and the scope for extending our
coverage is great. If you, dear Reader, appreciate our paper recommend
us to your neighbours and friends and give their names to your local
deliverer.

We seek to serve in Caversham and to be the Bridge between all
aspects of the life in the Community. You can be a part of that seeking
and serving — helping to make Caversham a better place to live in. We
now look forward to edition No. 500.

OBITUARY

Mr Harold Casey

THE death of Mr
Harold Casey, of Albert
Road, Caversham, was
learnt with very great
regret. His death occur-
red on August 21, and
he was cremated at the
Reading Crematorium
following a service in
the Quaker Tradition. A
very large number of
relatives, friends and
neighbours, and col-

leagues from the
Universit were
resent, and many tri-

utes were made of
him, by members of his
immediate family, by
neighbours and by his
former Professor at the
University, R. Tuck.
They gave witness to a
quiet, kindly, modest
man, who, because of a
long, serious illness,
was not well known
except to a small group
of people who felt very
Erivileged to have
nown him, and, in

some cases, to have
worked with him.
Apart from his

immediate family, close
friends and neighbours,
he was almost certainly
best known among his
colleagues in the
Department of
Agricultural Economics
at the University, of
which he was a mem-
ber for 30 years before
retiring through ill
health in 1982. The
University rewarded
him for this sterling ser-
vice by conferring the

Honorary Degree of|’

Master of Philosophy
on July 2, 1983.

After leaving school
Harold spent a short
time in an accountant’s
office and then served
in the Army Pay Corps
during the war. He then
took a Diploma in Agri-
culture and after a
short period as Inves-
tigational Officer at
Manchester University,
in 1952 he joined the
Department he served
for the next 30 years.
At first he was in
charge of the process-
inF of all farm account
information in the Pro-
vince, with a staff who
then used archaic
calculating machines.
From this he was
responsible for the
development of pro-
cedures for computer-
based data processin,
and presentation whicE
have now been adopted
widely.

In 1965 he was
appointed Lecturer in
Agricultural Econo-
mics, supervising stu-
dents in research,
teaching data analysis
and farm planning
techniques and also
acting as adviser to the
Ministry of Agriculture
in the development of
its farm data system. All
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CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

ANGLICAN

The Rev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham
Rectory, Church Road. Tel: 479130.
(Parish Office: Monday - Thursday 9.30 -
12.30. Tel: 471703).

The Rev David Milling, St Andrew’s
House, Harrogate Road. Tel: 472788.

The Rev Alan Wilson, StJohn's House, 9
South View Avenue. Tel: 471814.

The Rev Adrian Dorber, 33 Grove Road,
Emmer Green. Tel: 473095.

The Rev Paul Kenchington, 51 Galsworthy
Drive. Tel: 475152.

The Rev Peter Mullins, 25 Ilkley Road,
Caversham. Tel: 472070.

his students testify to
the great help he gave
them in many ways.
When Harold received
his Honorary Degree
the presenter said that
he had demonstrated
more to the university
than it had a right to
ask, and had brought
academic respect and
practical benefit to the
Institution which he for
so long served.

All this had been
with the constant back-
round of serious ill-
ealth, and is to
remarked on as most
people in his immediate
neighbourhood had lit-
tle knowledge of the
quiet, modest man.

Among the tributes
at the service were two
most moving ones,
from Bernard, his son,
and Rosamund, his

BAPTIST
The Rey Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore
Drive. Tel: 478668.

METHODIST

The Rev Ralph Rogerson, 72 Highmoor
Road. Tel: 472223.

The Rey Brian Skinner, 48 Allhallows
Road, Caversham. Tel: 482530

UNITED REFORMED

elder daughter. 4 4
Although, ObviOIg.lsly his ;I;géi_ev Philip Lee-Bapty, 41 Highmoor
family will miss him Tel: 471909.

most, as husband,

father and recently CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
grandfather, those pri- The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road.
vileged to have known eliaianzy.

him will also miss him R OMANCATHOLIG

very much. All join in
very real expressions of
sympathy to his wife
Molly, and to his chil-
dren Bernard, Rosa-
mund and Hester, and
other members of family.

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The
E_;-e’;g’lytery. 2 South View Avenue. Tel:
1787.

(For Caversham Park Village)
The Rev Cecil Keane, 18 Pepgard Road,
Sonning Common. Tel: 72341
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Tel: Reading 471528
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Tel: Reading 475939
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Tel: Reading 474087
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Tel: Reading 23738
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YES, I admit it,
pure lassitude and
nothing else, is the
sole reason for the
Evans Family tak-
ing their holiday at
Embley Park this
year. You know how
it is, the revels of
the Old Year, the
debauchery of the
New, leave one in
no state to peruse
the holiday
brochures, cata-
logues or back
pages of the Sunday
Times, not to men-
tion the long dist-
ance telephone
calls at an hour
when British Tele-
com is laughing
through its finan-
cial teeth. As for
Embley, it posi-
tively begs one,
week after week,

through the pink
pages of the St Bar-
nabas Newsletter
(other churches no
doubt have their
own particular one)
“Come to Embley.
Just let Richard
know”. It was just
too enticing!
Moreover, amongst
the younger cognos-
centi, (our sons
included) Embley
was evidently the
place to go! South-
ern England’s
answer to Club
Mediterrane no
doubt.
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I, however, must
confess to a slight
sense of unease

when ?uizzed on
our holiday plans
for this summer.
Much mumbling
and muttering thro’
clenched teeth “Er,
well actually we're
going on the Parish
Holiday to Embley
Park”. Just suppos-
ing one’s audience
hasn’t been totally
silenced by a vision
of cloistered
religiosity it might
just beg the ques-
tion “What’s that?”
to which the answer
“a boys’ boarding
school near the
New Forest”, is not
reassuring.

Thus it was that
Saturday July 27
witnessed our little
contingent hastily
chucking into the
back of the car

THE CHURCH AND THE CHILDREN

ST ANDREW’S Sunday School meets in St Andrew's Hall 9.15am. Contact Mrs Sheila
Ivens (477180) or Mr Peter Watsham (478744).

ST BARNABAS Sunday School meets in the Hall 9.30am. (Not 2nd Sunday in the month).
Contact Mrs Jean Carroll, 45 Brooklyn Drive (472598). The children join in the 9.30am
Family Service on 2nd Sunday in the month.

ST JOHN'S Nursery Church (for children up to 8 years) in church during the Sunday

eucharist at 9.15am. Family Service 1st

children over 4 years).

unday in the month at 11am (mainly for

ST PETER’S Sunday School meets in the Rectory at 9.15am (except 2nd Sunday which is

Parade Service).

“Cherubim” Club for babies and pre-school children in church every Thursday at

2.30pm

ST MARGARET’'S (MAPLEDURHAM) Sunday School meets at Trench Green Hall 10.45
every Sunday except the first Sunday of the month.

CAVERSHAM PARK At Caversham Park School 11am. Contact Mrs Paula Andrews, 5

Gifford Close (478430).

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST Junior Church — Sundays 11am. Youth Squash —

Sundays 8pm.

GOSBROOK ROAD METHODIST CHURCH Bee-Gees — Sundays 10.15am. Sunday School
— Sundays 11am Young Peoples Club — Sundays 7.30pm.

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH 10.30am Creche — up to three years.
Beginners, juniors and seniors three to 14 years. Fourteen Plus Group. Secretary: Mrs
V. glou, 6A Hazel Road, Purley, Reading. Tel: 419186.

CHAPEL ON THE HILL: Children’s Activities. Sunday 9.30-11am Boy and Girl Jucos (10-
12 years); Boy and Girl Covenanters (12-15 years). 10.25-11.15am Nursery (3 and 4
years); Primary (5 and 6 years); Adventurers (7-9 years). During the second part of the
morning worship there is a baby creche available. 8.30pm 16+ group meets. For more
information please contact the Pastor: Chris Justice. Tel. 474529.

EXPERT RE-UPHOLSTERY
BY LOCAL CRAFTSMEN

YOUR 3-PIECE SUITE OR FIRESIDE CHAIR ETC
RECOVERED WITH PERSONAL PRIDE AND

SERVICE

'COMPLETE CURTAIN MAKING SERVICE

BLINDS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

SUNDRIES SUPPLIED

FOAM CUSHIONS CUT TO ORDER

PROSPECT FURNISHINGS

6 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading RG4 8JG

Proprietor: H. Ellis

Tel: (0734) 476565

Car park at rear of shop, Furniture bought and sold

those few clean
clothes we could
find, including for
good measure wel-
lingtons, sun-tops,
raincoats and just
in case the rain got
really heavy, swim-
suits. Desultorily,

we set off for
Embley.
00
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Imagine our

delight when after
entering the lodge
gates of Embley
Park and driving
some half a mile
down the drive
flanked on each
side by acres of
farm, woodlands
and fields, our
stately home
appeared majes-
tically on the hori-
zon. “Stately” and
B TG TS T A
however, were
apparently illu-
sions, for failing to
locate the main
entrance, our first
internal inspection
of Embley was via
the tradesmen’s
route and in spite of
the kind and
friendly welcome
our hearts couldn’t
help but sink. A
rambling maze of
corridors, damp,
dark, battered and
bashed by genera-
tions of cricket bats,
football boots and
boisterous boys, led
to our room, which
being a sort of gar-
ret affair was even
less welcoming
than the corridors.
As for the beds,
veteran rather than

3| vintage, they sank

even more than our
spirits. John’s was
like a veritable
hammock and
required much
early morning flex-
ing of the muscles
to heave himself out
of it. This presum-
ably is what is
meant by a “Good
character building
British Education”.
Fortunatelf' for
characters already
built, a more com-
fortable bed was
quickly found.
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The washing faci-
lities, whilst clean
and comparatively
modern were
designed for a
single sex boys’
school, in which
communal bathing

and lockless doors|- -

or impressions of a first timer by Hermione Evans

are clearly ‘‘de
rigueur’”’. Hence,
showering and
washing more than
the face required a
certain amount of
ingenuity. Matron, a
no doubt august and
venerable figure
had a splendid pri-
vate bathroom of
her own, which I
quickly tumbled
upon in my initial
meanderings
through the maze of
corridors so, taking
a leaf out of
Ariadne’s book
(mixed metaphor?)
Itied a thread to my
ankle and kept
close tabs on it. My
apologies John and
Lynda Roach if my
late night soakings
kept you awake, but
I had to do some-
thing to ease the
aching muscles.

mm|
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In fact the
entrance hall, lib-
rary and Nighting-
ale Room (Embley
Park having been
the home of Flor-
ence Nightingale)
did much to reas-
sure. The former
being large and oak
panelled was
guarded by stately
stags’ heads, and
graced by an ele-
gant staircase and
galleried landing.

There were cheer-
ful Indian carpets,
fireplace, large oak
tables, flowers, pic-
tures and chintz
sofas, not to men-
tion a beautiful old

EMBLEY PARK 1985

grandfather clock.
That and the library
had sweeping views
across the croquet
lawn and tennis
courts to the coun-
tryside beyond. The
Nightin%ale Room,
generally out of
bounds to children,
was euphemis-
tically called the
Quiet Room, but it
soon became clear
that for the “teeto-
tal” parishioners of
Caversham, it really
served the purpose
of a ‘‘snuggery”
where adults
retired to the ear-
lier hours playing
such games as
Whist, Bridge, and
Trivial Pursuits.

oo
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The weather at
Embley this year
was not good, and
even the inclusion
of wellingtons in
the luggage did not
charm the sun into
making an appear-
ance, yet I can hon-
estly say that we
had a wonderful
holiday.
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The secret of
Embley is its uni-
ue atmosphere of
ellowship, fun and
friendliness. Every-
body, but every-
body, cares about
giving everybody
else a ‘“‘good holi-
day’’. God really
does seem to work

his love, not just
through the prayers
and church ser-
vices, but through
fun, games and fro-
lies (particularly in
the Boys’ Dorm).
No-one is forced to
join in and yet it is
impossible not to
want to. And there
i1s something for
everybody, from the
eldest to the
youngest. At the
entertainment and
prize-giving on the
last evening, there
is not a family who
does not go away
with some small
token of achieve-
ment, even if it is
only a reward for
having the largest
bump.

g
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We are a family
whose idea of a
blissful holiday is
to escape from any-
thing even slightly
resembling human-
ity, and yet at
Embley we man-
aged not only to
endure humanity,
but to love it too.
However, don't take
our word for it that
Embley is good. The
greatest testament
to its success lies
surely with a third
generation, who
with their grandpa-
rents are carrying
on a great tradition.
So if you haven't
managed Embley
yet, give it a try! But
just leave room for
us.

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or just old
or unusual? Do you want to be sure you get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and sells
antiques in the area. She depends on her reputation for
fair and honest prices.
Give heraring. There is no charge and no obligation

ALSO...

Valuations for insurance and probate
Furniture restored, repaired and re-upholstered
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CAVERSHAM
CARE CENTRE

Church House, 59 Church Street

Office open Monday to Friday
9.30am-11.30am. T.N. 483466.
Please ring, or call personally, if
you need help or information
from the many local charitable
and caring organisations on the
LINK GROUP files, or, if you need
assistance from the CAVERSHAM
BRIDGE GOOD NEIGHBOUR
SCHEME, who will:

1. Give help in a domestic
emergency;

2. Visit and offer help to the sick,
lonely and/or housebound;

3. Provide emergency transport.

(Emergencies out of office
hours — T.N. 479048 or 476181).

The “POP-IN"” CENTRE in which
to relax quietly, find someone to
talk to, or obtain help is open:

Tuesday and Thursday 10am to
12 noon and coffee is available.

Please note — offers to help are
also always welcome.

Guaranteed Replacement Guttering
and Roof Repairs

CAVERSHAM WINDOW
CLEANING

LOCAL —RELIABLE
— REASONABLE RATES

1. 473675

Clean windows with no mess!

818277

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

Ld .

T G.J.BOXALL :|| QUALITY
. Painter and o

- Decorator ~, CATERING
p o|| Buffets

® 344 HEMDEAN ROAD o Dinner Parties

S CAVERSHAM || Wedding Receptions

e Tel Reading 472181 o Reading 473889
L] .. 818276
88000 ssssssssnnse

KATY

IN CAVERSHAM

Have travelled

I DO wish people
wouldn't disappear
unexpectedly from the
Caversham scene. Call-
ing in the Church Street
travel agents recently, I
was sorry to find that Bill
Waters, the manager,
had left and was now
working for Hazlemere
Travel in Windsor, and
that Becky Walker had
given up work for the
time being. Fortunately
Colleen Chandler is still
there and still a very
active member of the
New Testament Church
of God. Ian Corbett has
taken over as Manager
and Chantal Elliott has
taken Becky's place;
Mandy Howells is
another fairly recent
arrival.

The Missing
Pharmacist

Mr Morgan, for years a
familiar figure in his
chemists’ shop in Church
Street, is another who
retired unobtrusively. A
much-travelled man in
his earlier years, he was
a mine of information
about many places, not
least Caversham and dis-
trict — many an item in
this column was first
learned about in his
shofm I understand he is
still living locally but
fear we must respect his
obvious wish for privacy
and merely content our-
selves with wishing him
a happy retirement.

His place has been
taken by a very friendly
young lady, Pat Way, a
qualified pharmacist.
Mrs Way has already
made many changes in
the shop, not least the
name — it will now be
known as Caversham
Pharmacy. She plans to
increase the stock and
hopes to carry a good
range of baby items and,
with Christmas in mind,
will be stocking up with
cosmetics and toiletries.
I think she’s going to find

Mrs Durbridge, who took
over a few months ago, is
another welcome addi-
tion to Caversham com-
munity.

St Martin’s
Precinct

With all the rumours
l‘lying around about
ﬁossi le changes, I'm
appy to report that, far
from disappearing from
the scene, Liptons is to
become part of the Pre-
sto chain. The manager
tells me that the only
change the customers
will notice will be lower
prices and a change in
uniforms for the very
friendly staff who, it is
hoped, will remain with
the store. And for those
of you who remember
Diana Hannah, who
worked in the frozen
food department, I have
to report that young
Matthew, born in May, is
a very thriving youngster
— Lipton’s best, the man-
ager says.

More Shops

Far from dying on its
feet, it seems Prospect
Street/Church Street is
beginning to pick up as a
shopping area, not least
because of the good
sense of the shopkeepers
themselves. Mr Perrin of
the Gift Shop and Mr
Allnutt of Cookware are
in close consultation to
avoid competition; they
are merely anxious to fill
existing trading gaps
here and that they are
certainly doing. Inci-
dentally, mistakes can
happen even in the best
advertising copy, so if
anyone reads our
adverts in detail it might
be as well to point out
that the Gift Shop is not
oing into the selling of
ingerie — ladies night-
ies do not figure in their
stock and the line should
have read “Special Gift
Wrap Service for Ladies
Nights'’. Customers

Caversham a happy com-

munity, and wish her
well.
The Unlikely Lads

One shop assistant I've
long meant to mention
because she is always so
cheerful and helpful is
Mary Hardy, who
actually only left High-
down School last year.
I'm glad I left it till now
because it gives me the
chance to mention the
latest activities of the
Reading All-Girls band
(known as the Unlikely
Lads) in which Mary is
the singer and future
guitarist. The band has
only been in existence
for five months but they
have just been involved
in making a record in
connection with AM-
AID, Reading's own
effort to feed the Ethio-
pian hungry. By the time
you read this the record
will be on sale. Inci-
dentally the band is also
available for engage-
ments and the person to
ring is Karen Cooper
(867723). It is typical of
Mary that despite the ill-
ness of her mother and
increased domestic
responsibilities, she is
as friendly as ever. And

BEAUTICIAN
BRIDES ,: S:’;CIALITY

LEG WAXING AND
FACIALS
ARk

VERY REASONABLE
RATES

RosemaryBailey

Tel: Reading 470951

97201

her new manageress,

L. W. YEATES

LIMITED

Central Heating and
Plumbing L

e

Complete systems
designed and installed
by qualified engineers

21 Star Road

Caversham %
Reading

Tel. Reading 471016
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please note!

In the November issue
I hope to be able to give
our readers a fuller idea
of all that is available in
Caversham when it
comes to Christmas
shopping.

Brickbats

It's a pity people can’t
make more of an effort to
keep our streets clean.
The immediate vicinity
of take-aways, fish and
chip shops, etc, are some
of the most obvious
places to find an early
morning mess of greasy
papers, tin cans and so
on. And I may add that
I've counted a number of
shopping trolleys left in
gardens and down alley-
ways. Shame!

Bouquets

Not all of us agreed
with the planning per-
mission given to the flats
at the top of Prospect
Street but I can't hel
admitting that the buil-
ders have done their
very best to mitigate the
inconvenience to pedes-
trians. The lady next
door, expecting the most
inconvenience, has
found them very helpful
in their efforts to clean
up any mess they made.
Not content with that —
believe it or not — they
resented her with a
ovely bouquet from
Interflora “With apolo-
gies for the inconveni-

ence. ;
And I'd like to add my
own words of apprecia-
tion; recently we've had
the misfortune of having
“car trouble” and have
twice been towed back
by the AA. Apart from
the time we got lost out-
side Cardiff and had to
call the AA to find out
where we were, I don't
recall using their ser-
vices before. If the two
gentleman who came to
our rescue recently are
typical of the AA, the
organisation is to be con-
gratulated. In spite of
eing very short-staffed
they were so helpful
that, in other circum-
stances, one could
almost say it was a plea-
sure to deal with them.

Departures

The tenants of our flat
Susan and Gary, wil
soon be leaving us after
three years to continue
their training in other
Farts of the country and
'm sure they’d like me to
say how much they have
enjoyed living in Caver-
sham. So much have they
made of our open spaces,
g.:artlc.ularly in search of
ird-life, that it isn’t sur-

| prising that Gary has

Joined with gusto in the
campaign to “keep Hem-
dean Valley green”.

We shall miss these
two young people very
much. And if anyone
doubts the wisdom of
providing accommoda-
tion for students at a
reasonable rent, I wish
they'd talk to me about it.
The number of phone
calls we had when we
recently advertised the
flat shows how great the
need is and in the six
years we've been letting
to students we've never
had cause to regret it.

What news?

Talking of students,
I've had very little news
of the successes of our
young people in recent
exams; I'd like more. So
far I've only heard of two
who have done excep-
tionally well in “A"
levels and are off to
university. I don’t want
to embarrass them, so do
let me have news of
others to include.

Are you Diabetic

Some time ago I met
Mr and Mrs Abraham
selling flags on behalf of

the British Diabetic
Association and have
just received a very
informative letter from
Don about the ways in
which the organisation
can help anyone
suddenly confronted
with the news that they
are diabetic. As he says,
with control and using
common sense the
disease should not cause
too much fear or hard-
ship — he will, he says,
be only too happy to give
any help he can if any-
one cares to ring him on
471136.

STITCHIN’ TIME

1 Church Road
Caversham
Telephone 478106
New autumn and winter range of fabrics
now in stock
Beautiful liberty of London Varuna wool
prints, wool challis from Soieries
Nouveautes and range of fabrics from
Viyella. Patterns and haberdashery
: available.
Open 9-5 Monday-Saturday

T

OVER 2,000 TILES ON DISPLAY
ITALIAN WALL TILES FROM £5.94 SQ YD

FIXING SERVICE BY OUR OWN
EXPERTS
FREE DELIVERIES
JANNERFLOW KITCHEN ON DISPLAY

14 NORTH READING CENTRE
EMMER GREEN (OPPOSITE POND) TEL. 478853

9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat
LATE NIGHT OPEN WED 8pm

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

W.N.&E

READING

Building Contractors

ALTERATIONS, EXTENSIONS

EMMER GREEN,

TEL: 471595

FISHER LTD

TRY ALLNUTT — your
LOCAL KITCHEN SHOP

For: La Creuset Cast-lIron Pans, Saba-

tier Solid Forged Knives, Apilco

Oven-To-Table Porcelain, Stainless

Steel Pans plus large range of

gadgets, utensils and chopping
: boards.

52 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading 472019
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OUR LADY AND
ST ANNE’S
PARISH TWENTY
YEARS ON

By Rev Thomas Meagher

LET’S call this piece
“The Bridge and St
Anne”, for the subject
I have been asked to
consider could well
take Caversham
Bridge as its starting
point. Hundreds of
years ago the Bridge
served not merely as a
crossing point of the
River, but housed a
Chapel of St Anne for
the pilgrims’ route to
the Shrine of Our
Lady of Caversham.
Stones from that
chapel are now built
into the present
Shrine and the Altar
of the Chapel of Our
Lady of Caversham in
Richmond Road.
There is the visible
reminder of St Anne’s
Well near the top of
Priest Hill. ..

So that should make
us particularly suited

to talk about relation-
ships with the
monthly “Caversham
Bridge” and our fel-
low-Christians,
surely? Well, so it
should, but diffidence
creeps in here. After
all, in.my previous
incarnation, as a pen-
cil-slim curate on a
racing bike, there was
no such thing as the
‘“Caversham Bridge”
(I stressed the
inverted commas,
because, old'as I am, I
hardly pre-date the
Bridge) or, if that is
ambiguous, the River
Crossing. When I
returned in 1981 the
monthly was a well-
established part of
the local scene. True,
there had been
serious hiccups from
our point of view, but
these soon became

Holloway’s

Incorporating
BUCKELL & BALLARD FINE ARTSand
NICHOLAS AUCTION DEPARTMENT
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
12 High Street, Streatley, RG8 9HY
Tel. Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318
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and at 49 Parsons Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire

The professional alternative to London

.

We are agents for

ABBEY
NATIONAL
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Telephones: Reading 473469 or 473003

LET US CALL AND GIVE YOU
A FREE ESTIMATE

J. D. Sansum & Son

PLUMBING, HEATING
AND GENERAL REPAIRS
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM SPECIALIST

24 Stuart Close, Emmer Green
Reading RG4 8RE
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PROSPECT ENGRAVING
PROSPECT TROPHIES

1a CHESTER STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone: Reading 471609
General s, hand and ' work, also glass

engraving. l§peedy service, competitive prices. Trophies
supplied for all sports. A good supply always in stock

Friendly, personal service from the family business you
can rely on

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1968
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water under ‘‘The
Bridge”, and it didn't
take long to right the
situation, so that now
relationships are
growing stronger.

The difficulty is
much more intract-
able. It is the virtual
impossibility of find-
ing the time to
develop these connec-
tions on a regular
basis; for not only is
the parish growing
steadily so that now it
has a weekly con-
Eregation of about 900,

ut also because it
continues to increase
even without the
inevitable growth of
housing to the north.
This has coincided
with a serious short-
age of clergy which
makes one wish that
one were in three
places at once on
Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, Fridays, Satur-
days and even, occas-
sionally, Sundays. So
much repair work has
been done, and St
Anne’'s needs refur-
bishing. ..
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On the ecumenical
side, I have very
happy memories of my
Induction as Parish
Priest here; still more
do I remember the
Installation of the
Rector, and Richard
Kingsbury’'s kind
words then and since.
Other treasured
memories include the
friendship of all the
local clergy and their
families, and perhaps,
above all the pleasant
tea party for all the
clergy suggested by
our Archbisho(;),
Maurice Couve de
Murville, and held at
the Presbytery when
he came on visitation
in the first weekend in
July.

oo
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As Richard Kings-
bury said recently in
his witty talking point
the ‘‘Caversham
Bridge” reflects our
world, and it will, I
hope, continue to do
so. It isn’t quite the
“little world of Don
Camillo”, nor is it
idyllic, but it is nor-
mal, and is not at all
bad. What we have to
do is to bring it closer
to God, and I hope that
we are all trying to do
that. For my part, I
think we are on the
right lines. There is
great respect obtain-
ing between the
denominations, and
no desire to trample
over dearly held
beliefs as though “we
are all the same’.
Goodwill and friend-
ship, based on mutual
charity, God’s greatest
gift, must be the start-
ing point. I think we
have come a long way
down that road. Can
we not leave some
work to the Holy
Spirit?

CAVERSHAM HILL
CHAPEL — LOOKING
BACK

TWENTY years ago
and another world! The
Chapel on the Hill
quietly pursued its
even way, very much in
the manner of the
small country chapel it
set out to be back in
the 1850s when it was
first built. True, there
had been innovations.
The old swan-necked
gas lights no longer
illuminating the pulpit,
and the gas lights no
longer hissed from the
walls. The internal col-
our scheme had been
altered and brightened
up, and backs had been
added to the old open-
backed pews. Even a
carpet down the cen-
tral aisle in place of the
old strip of linoleum,
and new hymn books
in place of the ancient
Moody and Sankey!

The old building had
become a comfortable
and well-looked after
place, and many chil-
dren thronged the Sun-
day school classes,
stretching the
endeavours of all the
adults who were able
to teach and lead.
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The dedicated and
faithful ministry of Pas-
tors Robert Eeles and
Richard Callender saw
a building up of the
church with young
families coming in and
numbers increasing.
The form of worship
was still much “in the
tradition of the fore-
fathers”, but towards
the end of Richard Cal-

that the old chapel
could no longer com-
fortably contain the
Sunday congregations
and much prayer and
thought was being
given to ways of pro-
viding a larger building
in which to worship.
The answer to our
prayers came in
September 1984, when
our lovely new Wor-
ship Hall was opened
after a year of hard
work and dedicated
slogging by all the able
bodied members of the
fellowship.
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The old chapel is
now used for our
young people’s groups
and week-day meet-
ings, but still on the
wall can be seen the
old but ever-abiding
text “Worship the Lord
in the beauty of Holi-
ness.” Our meeting
together on Sundays is
now a time of greater
openness and freedom
in worship, with a joy
in praise and an open
expression of loving
thankfulness to our
Heavenly Father and
our ever-living Saviour.
The old days have
passed and old ways
have altered, but the
love and saving grace
of our Lord Jesus
Christ is still the domi-
nant factor which
binds the church
together and motivates
our hearts to join
together in fellowship
and praise.
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Visit Caversham's exciting new
gift shop, situated less than 100
yards from Caversham Bridge and
close to 3 free car parks. Choose
from our extensive range

Pictures and picture framing —

cards and gift wrapping — china —

glass — silver and enamelled jewellery —
collectors thimbles and accessories —
Lymington glass mystiques —
photograph frames.

We offer a gift wrapping service and are
pleased to take Access or Barclaycard.

5 CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM
Telephone [0734) 471977

@AVERSHAM @OOKSHOP

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

J.A.TILBURY & €O

Landscape Gardeners and Fencing Contractors
SHRUBS AND TREES SUPPLIED AND
PLANTED
PATIOS, PONDS AND ROCK GARDENS

305 Wokingham Road, Earley
Phone: Reading 662821

Tree and shrub department NOW OPEN at rear of
Cook’s, 30 Silver Street, Reading. Tel. 867338
20295

WOODTURNING

A wide range of items from
CORKSCREWS TO CLOCKS
on display
Callers welcome

READING 479884 12185

lender’s ministry there
were signs of a greater
freedom in worship
and a desire to move
on from the traditional
pattern which had
served so well for
many years. A period
of three years from
1976 without a pastor
was a time for the
whole church to draw
together in a closer and
more loving fellowship,
and in 1979 a call to the
leadership was given to
Chris Justice who was
at that time serving
with “Ambassadors of
Christ”. This call was
accepted and the Jus-
tice family came to live
in Caversham.

g
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The following years
up to 1984 saw a steady
growth in the numbers
coming to worship

with us, so much so

C WOODCOTE WAY NEWS 2
& POST OFFICE

30 WOODCOTE WAY

Telephone: 472849

Jan and Warren Page, and their staff, offer

you an efficient, friendly and courteous

service. Newspaper deliveries our
speciality.

Our Post Office counter is open a full five

and a half days a week and our shop is open
6am to 6pm most days.

OFF-SALES LICENCE HELD.
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TWENTY YEARS OF ANGLICAN
CHURCH LIFE IN CAVERSHAM

LOOKING back-
wards is often
regarded as a symp-
tom of senility, but
it can be a review-
ing process
whereby lessons
can be learnt from
any mistakes that
have been made.
Twenty years ago
the population of
Caversham was
much less than it is
now, the M4 was
still a project and a
smaller proportion
of the inhabitants
travelled daily to
London and other
cities.

CLERGY

The Parish con-
sisted of St Peter’s,
the Parish Church
and three daughter
Churches, St
Andrew's, St Barna-
bas and St John's.
Each district had
little contact with
the others, but early

in the sixties, a
spirit of co-opera-
tion appeared

together with a set
of young Clergy
under the leader-
ship of The Rector,
John Grimwade,
and the parish was
knitted into a whole
unit. Curates com-
ing in from other
Dioceses intro-
duced fresh ideas
and approaches to
needs.

PARISH HOLIDAY

David Clift, now a
Canon in Kent was
responsible for
introducing the

Parish holiday, the
very mention of
which caused hands
to be raised in hor-
ror, but those who
went in faith found
a wonderful and
enjoyable experi-
ence. The idea
caught on so that in
some years there
were three separate
week holidays,
nearly 300 people.

CAVERSHAM
BRIDGE
NEWSPAPER

David's wife Mary
brought the idea of
a Parish Ecumeni-
cal Newspaper, and
the 250th issue has
now been cele-
brated.

BRIDGE SCHEME

Stimulated by the
Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity The
Caversham Bridge
voluntary social
service scheme was
started, it has
changed its name
but it is the same
Christian based
scheme and it con-
tinues to serve
those in need.

STEWARDSHIP

The Stewardship
of Time, Talents
and Money
pioneered by St
Andrew's in the late
50's was undertaken
on a parish basis,
and whilst perfec-
tion has not been
attained, progress
has been made up
the ladder of per-
sonal commitment.

PARISH OFFICE

Ministers from

The setting up of other Denomina-

a Parish Office com-
plete with a Secret-
ary and a duplica-
tor, made it possi-
ble for the Clergy to
use their time more
effectively, and
some undertook
duties at Diocesan
level, and outside
the Parish. Service
sheets, Hymn
sheets, Reports,
Minutes of meet-
ings, weekly notices
are all churned out.
Questions have
been asked as to
whether quite so
much paper is
necessary for the
furtherance
God’s Kingdom.

ECUMENISM
Co-operation with
other denomina-
tions has ebbed and
flowed, whilst joint
study groups have
proved popular
with a relatively
small and dedi-
cated body of
people, regular
worshipping in
each others
Churches has not
found favour with
many. Caversham
Park Village is a
thriving community
where ecumenism
seems to work. The
Village school
serves ing as a
Church on Sundays
and House com-
munions are cele-
brated during the
week. Anglican
Clergy together
with Readers,
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Streatley, Woodley, Earley and Mortimer)

BEST COVERAGE
LOWEST COMMISSION

TELEPHONE READING 479665
1%4% SOLE AGENCY

If you think of selling now or in the near future, please contact us at the above
address and we will provide a free valuation and professional advice on all aspects
of selling and buying. No sale — no fee.

910275

tions all take their
full part in provid-
ing services.
Mention was
made at the begin-
ning of the growth
of population. Dur-
ing the last twenty
years Caversham
Park Village was
developed and in
1981 the Parish of
Mapledurham was
joined with Caver-
sham, so that there
is now a Parish hav-
ing six congrega-
tions and five
Churches. There
have been as many
as eight Anglican

of Clergy, but now con-

forming to the
recommendations
of the Sheffield
report, we only
have five Clergy,
just what we had to
start with.

WORSHIP

Operation “FIRM
FAITH" saw the
introduction of the
Family Eucharist
and it soon became
Parish policy, the
worship was based
on the Book of Com-
mon Prayer with
1928 modifications,
until General Synod
introduced the
experimental ser-
vices and the even-
tual introduction of
the Alternative Ser-
vice Book. There is
now a pattern of
services to suit each
congregation’s
needs. Non-euchar-
ist “Family” ser-
vices are appearing
regularly to suit the
needs of children
and those who are
yet to be confirmed.
Although there
have been fluctua-
tions in the num-
bers of Church
members the over-
all picture remains
the same.

Calling All
Singers

RADIO 210 is recording
Christmas Carols, for
broadcasting over the
Christmas period, in
Caversham Heights
Methodist Church on
Sunday, October 20, at
2.30pm. There will be a
rehearsal on Thursday
evening October 17 at
8.15pm.

If you can join the con-
gregation you will be
very welcome.

_For further informa-
tion please ring 471622
or 47 b

NO DOUBT the
majority of us would
think of our churches
as unchanging places
where people may
come and go but
where church life
rolls on much the
same year by year.
Yet the changes that
have taken place in
both the churches —
at Gosbrook Road
and the Heights —
are indeed
numerous.
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At Gosbrook Road
the biggest crisis was
with the roof when
the walls were found
to be pushing out-
ward under its
weight. As often hap-
pens with repair
work, other prob-
lems follow, like dry
rot in the floor and
masonry disintegrat-
ing in the tower. The
result was much hard
.work raising the cash
and a transformation
of the interior of the
church. Gone were
the old pews and in
came chairs, and a
bright new appear-
ance.

In the life of the
church there is much
more activity.
Twenty-one years
ago there were no
Girls’ Brigade, no
Anchor Boys, no
Duke of Edinburgh’s
Group, no Keep Fit

Class or band. Some
have regrettably
disappeared like the
Youth Club and the
Thursday Fellow-
ship.

At the Heights
there has been a sub-
stantial increase in
the accommodation
(in 1973) and now a
further extension to
the kitchen facilities
is about to start. The
organ was exten-
sively refurbished in
1981 and is now one
of the major instru-
ments in the area.

The activities at
the Heights, like
those at Gosbrook
Road, have grown
out of all recognition.
The youth work
encompasses Boys’
Brigade, Brownies
and Girl Guides, a
Sunday night fellow-
ship “The Squash”
and a Saturday Club.
In place of the Wes-
ley Guild has come
the popular Caver-
sham Heights Society
(described elsewhere
in this issue). The
church is extensively
involved in outreach
activities through the
“Stay a While Club”
for Senior Citizens,
“Outawhile” for the
housebound and
“Share a care” tele-
phone service. This
last complements the
extensive pastoral
concern of the
church. All these are
part of the mission-

A METHODIST
LOOKS BACK

ary activity of the
church but that has
not stopped the con-
gregation from sup-
porting ventures
elsewhere St
George's Mission in
East London (on a
continuing basis) and
the provision of faci-
lities at a school in
Haiti.

ad
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Both churches
have taken on board
changes in church
government which
did away with the all-
purpose Leaders’
Meeting and set up a
series of committees
to deal with different
aspects of church life
which, however, is
much more cumber-
some. They have also
assimilated a new
hymn book and their
services are changing
albeit at times
imperceptibly. The
influence of the
youth organisations
is helping to make
worship more excit-
ing and free and less
bound to the hymn/
prayer sandwich.

Both congrega-
tions have sought,
seek now and will
continue to seek to
be churches where
Christ can be found
and which express
their faith in service
to the community at

=
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ST PAUL'S URC
1964-1984

THE year 1964 was a

have gone up in smoke

time of change for St — literally — for that

Paul’s. Our minister
since 1959, the Revd
John Martin, moved
away from Reading
having received a call
from the Presbyterian
Church at Gravesend.
During that year, St
Paul’s was honoured
by a visit from the
Right Revd Frank
McConnell, MA, who
was Moderator of the
Presbyterian Church
of England. In June
1965, the Revd George
Shearer was inducted
to the pastorate of St
Paul’s.
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Our organist at
the time was a well-
known Caversham
figure, Mr Charles
Stephens, one of seve-
ral organists by whom
we have been ably
served over the years.
Also in that year, E. P.
Collier School began
using the church hall
for school meals,
which provided a wel-
come addition to the
church’s income. 1966
brought another hon-
oured visit from the
Moderator of the Pres-
byterian C of E for
that year, the Right
Revd Burns Jamieson,
MA. One of the church
organisations in being
at that time was the
Manse Working Party,
formed about fifteen
years before to raise
funds for repayment
of loans needed to
purchase the Manse at
41 Highmoor Road.
All their worthy
efforts might well

was the year when fire
broke out in the roof
of the Manse, but the
Fire Brigade did very
well to contain the
outbreak. However,
the Shearer family
(six in number) were
homeless and, thanks
to the kindness of
neighbours and
friends, were offered
accommodation until
the Manse was made
habitable again.
Sadly, in February
1968, Mary, wife of the
Revd George Shearer,
died. A memorial
fund was opened, all
the monies received
bem% donated to
install a kindergarten
at Rajshahi, East
Pakistan, in her mem-
ory — a project in
which Mary Shearer
had a very keen
interest. Over the
years, discussions
have taken place
about the future of St
Paul’s, and, in 1969, it
was the possibility of
amalgamation with St
Andrew’s Presbyte-
rian Church in Lon-
don Road, but after all
the talking, it was
decided to carry on as
we were for the time
being. The following

year, the possibility of -

redeveloping the site
at York Road was
being investigated but
planning problems
put an end to that bold
and ambitious
scheme. 1972 was a
busy year for St
Paul's. The Revd
George Shearer
accepted a call from a
congregation in Co
Durham, and this was
also the year when the

Congregational and
Presbyterian
Churches united to
form the United
Reformed Church. In
September, 1973, the
astoral vacancy was
illed when the Revd
Stephen Haine came
to us, combining his
duties as minister of
St Paul's with that of
Industrial Officer for
the Reading and Dis-
trict Council of
Churches Industry,
Trade and Employ-
ment Mission (ITEM).

g
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Consultations began

in 1975 on grouping of @

Broad Street, Trinity
(Queens Road) and St
Paul’s U. R. Churches
to share ordained and
lay ministry, but
nothing evolved from
the lengthy discus-
sions. A “retreat” was

held at Aston Tirrold |

URC one Sunday
afternoon in 1976 to
talk over more effec-
tive use of our
resources. As a result,
a Brownie Guide pack
was formed and also
the Collier Commun-
ity Association in an
attempt to establish
links with the
neighbourhood. Out of
the Community
Association there
emerged a Mother and
Toddler group which
is still in being, but,
sadly, the Community
Association folded
several years ago
when most of the key
figures moved away
within a short space of
time. 1977 was a year
for celebrating at St

—

e

The more views that come to hand the better the Council can

For further information, call or telephone our friendly staff
John Stevens (Secretary), 10 Gun Street, Reading
(behind Heelas) Telephone Reading 595678

WEST BERKSHIRE
COMMUNITY HEALTH
COUNCIL

The West Berkshire Community Heath Council represents the
public’s interest in Health Service affairs in Caversham,
Reading and West Berkshire.

The twenty-four members of the Council are drawn from local
authorities, voluntary organisations and other sections of the
community. They form an experienced independent group,
representing your health care interests.

Council meetings held regularly are open to the public and
notes are putin the local press
The influence and effectiveness of the Council depends on the
weight of public opinion behind it. Views, ideas, proposals or
complaints on any aspect of local health affairs — from
individuals or from community or other groups — are

welcome.

act on your behalf.

LS

B Golden Wedding Anniversary celebration
August 10 at St Andrew’s Hall

» o ;

of John and Nelly Tomlin (left) and Leslie and Edith Hardy (right),

—E. S. Archer

Paul’s, eighty years
having elapsed since
the first act of worship
at York Road in what
is now the church
hall, and seventy-five
years since the
present church build-
ing opened. The
Mayor and Mayoress
of Reading, Bill and
Margaret Mander,
joined in our celebra-
tion, as did five for-
mer ministers and
many former mem-
bers of St Paul’s, some
of whom travelled
long distances to be
present. That year,
the Revd Stephen
Haine was Mayor's

chaplain, and con-|g¢
|| ducted the service on

Mayor's Sunday at
Caversham Baptist
Free Church.

[EE
oo

In January 1979 a
visit was received

| from the Moderator of

Wessex Province of

| the URC, and at the

end of the year a
presentation was
made to Miss Irene
Sharp in recognition
of fifty years work in
the Sunday School
and Junior Church.
In April 1980, the
Revd Stephen Haine
resigned his charge at
St Paul’s to take up a
post involving social
work with the London
Borough of Hilling-
don, and in November
1981 the Revd Philip

|Lee-Bapty should

have been inducted to
St Paul’s, again com-
bining these duties

with those of Indus-
trial Officer at ITEM,
but accident and bad
weather caused two
postponements and
the induction even-
tually took place on
January 8, 1982, at the
third attempt, and in
spite of more bad
weather. In October of
the same year, Mrs
Eileen Lee-Bapty
died suddenly and,
although
known her for only a
short time, she was
held in very high
esteem. In her mem-
ory a sizeable dona-

we had d

tion of monies
received was made to
Christian Aid speci-
fically for the educa-
tion of children.

With the closure of
Broad Street URC in
1984, St Paul's was
asked to accept
pastoral oversight of
the small congrega-
tion at Rokeby Hall,
Tokers Green, which
we gladly agreed to

0.
1985 sees us a smal-
ler and older con-
gregation than in 1964,
but we still have the
Women's Guild, Over

Sixties Club, Youth
Club, Junior Church,
Cub Scouts, Brownie
Guides and Mother
and Toddler group
serving our local com-
munity. Although situ-
ated “on the other
side of the river”,
something like fifty
per cent of the
membership is living
in Caversham or other
localities north of the
Thames, and some of
the members have
been regular readers
of ‘“Caversham
Bridge” from Issue
Number One.

HUGGINS OLIVER & TAYLOR
SOLICITORS

14 Church St, Caversham
Tel: 477678

CONVEYANCING

AND ALL OTHER LEGAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN AT REASONABLE COST
FREE QUOTATIONS GIVEN ON REQUEST °

823261
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TOP QUALITY BUTCHER

P. MUNDY

324 Hemdean Road
Caversham, Reading, Berks
Tel. Reading 479955

Retail deliveries twice weekly, Tuesday and
Friday

HOME FREEZER MEAT
SUPPLIED AND
DELIVERED

CRAWFORD &
LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773

25184

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout

the year for the care of children from 0-5

years. The Nursery School is open during

term time. The babies and children are cared

for by trained staff assisted by our own
student nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

90297

)

BOOKS

ANTIQUARIAN AND SECOND-HAND

R.D. and J. HOOKER
Reputable local dealers always interested in
purchasing good condition old and modern books
Any quantity — can call
479864 after 2pm

823265

NEWS

Pl m

THE HILL
CHAPEL

THE schools’ summer
holiday is an unusual
time for the churches
in Caversham. It
seems that many
Ecople go away for
olidays, but very few
actually come here on
holiday. Thus the num-
bers meeting each
summer are often
fewer than during the
rest of the year. But
God's presence
amongst His people
doesn’t change — He is
always with us and
continues to speak to

us.

As different men
have ministered God’s
word to us this month,
it has been wonderful
how God has spoken
through each of them
in different ways. We
have been made very
much aware that we
are fighting, as Christ-
ians against the evil
powers of this world
(Eph 6 v.12). We are
surrounded by so

% much which is wrong

— pornography,
immorality, material-
ism, child abuse, the
occult and its many
forms. People read

| their horoscopes and

think nothing of it, but
in God’s sight it is evil.
We have the
responsibility to stand

;| against these things in

Jesus' name. Only
when we are dressed
in the whole armour of
God can we do this.
One of our our main
weapons is prayer —
we constantly need
reminding of this,
don’'t we?

Also we have been
learning about the
place of spiritual gifts
and how each gift can
be used for the build-
ing up of individuals

and the whole church.
We should not just sit
back as part of a con-
gregation — we must
be ready and willing to
contribute whatever
the Lord gives us,
whether it is a hymn, a
prophecy or whatever
(1 Corinthians 14.
v.26). As this happens
we will begin to see
real growth an
maturity.

“Adventure Safari”

Following last
year’s highly success-
ful “Castle of Adven-
ture” holiday Bible
Club, we will this year
be taking the children
on an ‘‘Adventure
Safari” (not literally
so don’t worry!). This
will be at half-term
and we look forward
to welcoming many
who came last year
and many newcomers.
Each day there will be
a variety of activities
from treasure hunts to
video games, and
drama to model mak-
ing. The details are
below:

Adventure
Safari

Where?
Caversham Hill Chapel

When?

Half-term October 28 to
November 1, 9.30 to
12am

Who for?

All children from 5-12
Cost?

Nothing — but bring your
enthusiasm!
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FROM QUARTERLY MEETING

AT BAPTIST CHURCH

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH, SATURDAY OCTO-
BER 5, 8pm. SPEAKER: Miss EVA PETTIGREW, (Tear Fund —
Bangladesh 1978-1985).
Do come and meet Eva informally before the meeting. Light
refreshments provided from 7pm. Slide show of the project.
Singing led by “NEW LIGHT” at 7.45pm.

ST JOHN’S NOTES

Eva Pettigrew, a
weaver from Sussex,
served with HEED
(Health, Education
and Economic
Development) Bang-
ladesh. She was spon-
sored by Tear Fund to

EVERYTHING hap-
pened on August 10 at
StJohn’s!

Phyllis and Brian

set up a programme of Colley organised a

d weaving amongst the

MANIPURI villagers
in north east Bang-
ladesh. The immedi-
ate aim of the project
was to create employ-
ment and income for
the MANIPURI. In
October 1984, with the
project in an
advanced stage, Sally-
Ann Ousley, a mem-
ber of Caversham
Baptist Free Church,
commenced an assign-
ment as Craft Adviser
with HEED HANDI-
CRAFTS based in
Dhaka. Earlier this
year Eva returned
home and Sally-Ann
assumed responsibil-
ity for the weaving
project at Kamalganj.

jumble sale to raise
funds to pay for treat-
ment for their two-
and-a-half-year-old
great nephew, Paul,
who has brain damage
and is severely handi-
capped. There is no
NHS treatment avail-
able until he is five.
They booked Caver-
sham Hall, and
friends, neighbours
and St John’s con-
gregation went to
help. It seems there
was no other jumble
sale in Reading that
day — so all Reading
came to Caversham
Hall. Well it seemed
like it! Mountains of
jumble were sold —
six bags full to an

ST ANNE’S NEWS

WITH priests and

-garishioners away on
oliday for much of

August, the less
fortunate reporter
who remained behind
has very little news to
report. Only the organ
supplied a silly sea-
son news item by
proposing to cost £236

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road Telephone
Caversham Reading
Reading 479642

HOUSE’S
COACHES

(formerly Peter Shock Coaches)

Contact
MR. M. DIAMOND

20 BRIANTS AVENUE
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 472452

77031

BIG BOOST BY
BACH CHOIR

ST ANDREW'S Church Organ Fund will
benefit from the proceeds of a Concert to
be given on October 19 at 7.30pm in the
Church when a small section of The Read-
ing Bach Choir, who have volunteered their
services will perform “The Miserere” by
Allegri, “My Heart Is Inditing”’ by Handel as
well as music by Tippett, Bruckner, Durufle”
and others. The evening has been arranged
by Bob Norman who will conduct this
Charity Concert. The choir would love to
see as many people as possible on the
night as they aim to raise £500 for the Fund.

This will be a curtain raiser for a full
Reading Bach Choir Concert to be given at
the Church on January 25, 1986.

Please help the choir to help St Andrew’s
by telling your friends and by bringing
them along to the Concert on October 19.
Some of the finest and most beautiful
music ever written has been included in the
programme. Tickets are available from the
District Wardens or at the door and include
refreshments during the interval. St
Andrew’s Church has alieady gained an
excellent reputation for the quality of the
Concerts held there.

The addition of a mixer to the existing
Organ will undoubtedly enhance the music
of the Church considerably and bring a new
dimension to this fine instrument which is
valued at £64,000. Those of you who
remember last year's highly successful
“Contrast” Concert, given by the same
group of singers, will no doubt be eagerly
looking forward to this latest musical event.
Everyone will be most welcome and your
support will be much appreciated by the
Fund raisers.

for repairs and re-tun-
ing. If it does not
mend its expensive
ways, its days among
us are numbered: Fr
Meagher has decided
in that case, that par-
ish Festivities will be
enhanced by a smal-
ler electronic organ
instead.

Irish woman to take to
her sister's large
family in Ireland — a
broken radio to a
Nigerian who liked
mending them — and
mementos to an
Australian. All the tea
and cakes provided
were sold, and with
donations, £200 was
raised, and Paul’'s
parents have sent a
very grateful letter,
saying they now have
a team of volunteers
to help with his indi-
vidually designed
exercise programme.
It will take a very long
time and they must be
remembered in St
John’s prayers.

0g

In the evening there
was a barbecue in the
garden at St John’s
House — a “bring and
share” event, so there
was a wide variety of
food. Sylvia Purkis
smoke-dried herself
as she cooked the
sausages and beefbur-
gers, but everyone
enjoyed themselves.
About 9pm the rain
came down, so the
party had to break up
— that’s summer — as
itis!

Est. 1882

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

:

for

ALL ASPECTS OF
PROFESSIONAL WORK
including
VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS & TOW(Ii\IfPLANNING, ETC
and for
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel: (0734) 591231

PASSPORT SERVICE
YOUR WEDDING OR PORTRAIT IN COLOUR

HYMOR

Photographers

43 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM

Tel: Reading 475656 and 479450
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Old buildings
— new uses

THE doctors’ surgery
on the site of the for-
mer Balmore Hall
opened at the end of
August to a flourish of
buttonholes and all
round congratula-
tions. It should not be
long before it plays as
important a part in
the life of Caversham
as did its predecessor
on the site. Tastes in
building styles vary so

I do not intend to com-
pare it with Balmore
Hall, but the forecourt
is without doubt much
neater and more
attractive. We wish
the doctors a long and
happy . occupancy of
their new premises. It
was also pleasing to
see that the Bridge
Street practice of doc-
tors moved into the
Priory Avenue house,
allowing it to continue
as part of the com-
munity life of Caver-

- Abbeycrest

A superb modern house
superior rooms
overlooking lovely parkland
24 hour nursing care

Nursing Home

Please ’phone Matron
READING 724247

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

15156

LA A A T LA A A AL AT AT

3 JORDAN BROS

PLUMBING AND
CENTRAL
HEATING

36 Harrogate Road
Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 473667 or 862266

1

BB

25320000 020000 00 02280

RESIDENTS" VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

sham which an
impersonal office
from outside never
could have done.

Toodle Loo
Meanwhile across
the bridge the old
Victorian cast iron
loos, butt of many a
dreadful joke and
even worse puns, have
been dismantled and
sent off to the Chiltern
OEen Air Museum
where they are to be
restored to follow
their former function
in life. If you want to
renew your acquaint-
ance with them, New-
land Park near Chal-
font St Giles is the

place to head for.

Blake’s Lock
Museum

In Reading now, but
still with Caversham
connections, the
opening of Blake’s
Lock Museum this
summer was an event
looked forward to and
welcomed on all

sides. This old Victo- riverside life.
rian pumping house It was Martin
could be seen across Adams and Sue Reed
the Kennet down- of the Reading
stream from King’s Museum and Art Gal-
Road for those ventur- lery staff, who were
ing along Kennet largely responsible
Side, but few had for getting the scheme
approached it from off the ground. Martin
the opposite bank. still lives in Caver-
With the opening of sham and Sue used to.
Kenavon Drive it can It was they whose
now be reached from efforts and expertise
there or on foot from made the local history
Gasworks Lane. exhibition held in
Newly cleaned and Church House in 1978
restored and with a in connection with St
paved sitting-out area Peter’s Victorian
1t is now most attrac- Restoration Centen-
tive and provides an ary such an outstand-
unusual view of ingsuccess. Theyhave
Reading. worked well beyond
Inside is a display of the call of duty on this
Reading’s trades and new project and the
industries and of its resultisadelight. It is
traditional water- open daily, except
ways’ life. A chemist’'s Monday and Tuesday,
shop, a barber’s shop and from 2pm to 5pm
and a bakery have all on Sunday. Do go and
been reconstructed seeit.
with their original
equipment. Caver-
sham is well-repre-
sented with Green’s
photography, Leach’s
dairy and many exam-
ples of its boating and

Keep Hemdean
Bottom Green
The campaign to

from developers is
going well. Write now

SUE RYDER
SUPPORT
GROUP
CAVERSHAM

THE group is now
preparing for its
Annual All Sorts
Fair on Saturday
October 12. Goods
of all sorts for sale
will be gratefully
accepted — Cakes,
preserves, handi-
crafts, toys, Good as
new. Christmas

to the Inspector (APP/
Q0315/A/84/025324)
Room 15/07, Tollgate
use, Houlton
Street, Bristol BS2
9DJ if you already
haven’t. Attend the
public inquiry, from
October 22 to the end
of the week at the
Civic Ofﬁccles,deven. if
you can only drop in.
Cards hopefully Look out for details of
will be available an evening session
also at Caversham which can only be
Care Centre. announced after the
The Annual Inquiryhas started.
Christmas Fair will
take place again at
Wallingford. More
details later.
Contact
Deane 473798.

Thank you
May I take this
opportunity of thank-
ing all those good
people who have been
S0 hel})ful and suppor-

Ann

WOOOOOSOODEOOOOOO S

R
90207 4,
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- WELLS & HOWARTH

MELJON

. BUILDING * DECORATING
' PLUMBING * HOUSE REPAIRS

'READING GORING
475253 873040

R

Smiths Garden

Cntenprises
READING 473098

New gardens planned and established ones
improved to your requirements.
High standard of service: rk, brickwork, rock and,
water gardens, lawns and fencing. Planting plans.
Consultations.

Contact Caleb Smith for free
estimates.

Viewing of completed projects arranged. B

tive of myself and my

MAGIC

Price of adi

Save the Children Y r

Present a

for HALLOWE'EN

by
Home Counties Magical Society

on
Thursday, October 31 at
St Andrew'’s Hall, Albert Road
7.45-10pm
Admission — £2 adults
£1 c’hilt:jre‘n fnd OAPs

family in the last few
weeks.

Page Nine

The sold sign will
be seen on your house so
much quicker when you
sell your house through the
National Homes Network's
1,300 offices nationwide
...and at no addifional cost whatsoever.

Come and talk to the professionals foday at the following
branches

Scotchbrooks

29 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP

Telephone (0734) 585181

7 The Triangle, Tilehurst, Reading RG3 4RN
Telephone (0734) 22128

42 Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AU
Telephone (0734) 478278

64 Wood Lane, Sonning Common, Oxon RG4 9SL
Telephone (0734) 723737

38 Headley Road, Woodley, Reading RG5 4JA
Telephone (0734) 695767

save Hemdean Bottom|,

b RAY GALLAGHER )

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention NO job too
small
Telephone Reading 475599
1 Kirkham Close,
Caversham Park Village, Reading

91051

\_

BARBARA

LADIES' HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

SHOW

biscuits

coffee, sq

1005
S

St John's Church, Caversham

AUTUMN FARR

Saturday November 9

2pm

Caversham Hall

G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs
throughout Southern England

Formation of complete forests

Care and maintenance of trees a speciality

Careful, tidy work

1

-

s of Great Britain

27 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham, Reading
Telephone 471124

17119
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CAVERSHAM WEST DISTRICT
GUIDE CAMP

MONDAY July 22 —
what weather! It
rained hard and the
wind blew. How
would we cope with
pitching camp for
fifty-nine people the
next day if it con-
tinued to do so? We
need not have wor-
ried. We woke to bril-
liant sunshine and the
weather was set fair
for three days.

The journey to St
Helens in the Isle of
Wight was quite an
adventure for some of
the guides. The coach
set off from St
Andrews Hall, and
reached Portsmouth
in good time for the
ferry, but all the
guides’ personal
equipment had to be
transferred to a lug-
gage trolley for the
crossing and then
packed into another
coach at Ryde. The
guides enjoyed the
ferry and for some the
journey along Ryde
pier was the first
experience of travel-
ling in a train. By the
time the camp site
was reached every-
body had arrived —
the guides and Guid-
ers from Croydon with
her family, QM. who
had brought her car
and the packed van
and trailer with

enough equipment for
all. After a picnic
lunch we set to and by
supper everything
was pitched. While it
is fine, the guides
think far too much
fuss is made over put-
ting away all their
clothes in their kit
bags at night and
avoiding sleeping
against the tent walls.
After sleeping bags
got wet after a rainy
night they were more
careful.

og

On Wednesday the
scouts in the next
field were discovered!
The Scouters invited
guides who were pre-
pared to climb about
twelve feet up a rope
ladder, to have a ride
on the aerial runway
they had constructed.
Everybody who
started the climb
made it! The next day
about half the guides
joined the scouts in
mini Olympics. Fetch-
ing water proved to be
a popular but slow
process as both camps
shared the same tap.

During the week
Seagrove, Bembridge,
Sandown and Ryde

beaches were visited
on foot. Some of the
guides found walking
trying but recovered
when there were
shops in sight. In the
middle of camp a
coach trip to Black
Gang Chine and Alum
Bay was organised. At
Black Gang the
gnomes have given
place to a Pirate Ship,
Story Book Land, a
Gold mine and a Wild
West town amongst
other features. The
wooded cliffside
offered considerable
protection from the
wind and by the time
we were on the chair-
lift at Alum Bay, the
sun shone.

On Sunday morning
it was raining and as
everyone had got wet
walking back from
Sandown the day
before we wondered
whether it was wise to
go a mile to Church as
planned. We were
glad we went as not
only was it dry inside,
but we were given a
very warm welcome w
and were able to wor-
ship God in a lovely
setting. By the after-
noon the sun shone
again so we dried the
wet things while some

walked to Brading to
see the museum. By
evening the Guides
Own had been plan-
ned and during the
service two recruits
were enrolled. The
hymn singing was
helped by flute
accompaniment and
the theme was “Give
us this day our daily
bread” as different
sections of the Lord’s
Prayer were thought
about each day.

oo

On Tuesday every-
thing was over for
another year. The
Challenge had been
completed, the Fancy
dress judged and the
tents were struck dry.
There was the usual
last minute rush to get
all the items pushed
into sacks or boxes
and loaded into the
van. The field was
scavenged again and
then everybody was
on the coach, leaving
St Helen’s behind. As
the coach approached
Ryde, rain began to
t‘all and by the time

reached
Portsmouth some of
the bedding rolls that
had fallen apart were
wet. We had made it,

justin time.
J. M. Sawyer
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Licensing of the Rev Paul Kenchington by the Bishop of Reading at CPV
on September 5, 1985 Photo: G. Aisbitt

GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

FROM

CAVERSHAM GIFT SHOP

POTTERY & GLASSWARE
LEATHER GOODS

CRYSTAL

TABLE LAMPS

DARTINGTON GLASS
POT POURRI/ROOM FRAGRANCES/

CANDLES/SOAPS & LAVENDER GOODS

JEWELLERY

Plus many more gifts for Birthday/

Anniversary and those Special Occasions

Other services:

PICTURE FRAMING OF PRINTS/
PAINTINGS/TAPESTRIES/JIGSAWS
WITH WIDE CHOICE OF MOULDINGS
DRY MOUNTING & HEATSEALING
(Whilst you wait)

MOULDINGS MITRED FOR DIY
CHOICE OF PRINTS BY WELL-KNOWN
ARTISTS

ART MATERIAL BY ROWNEY/DALER
GIFT WRAP MATERIALS

SPECIAL GIFT WRAP SERVICE FOR
LADIES NIGHTS, ETC

DUPLICATING

Trade enquiries welcome for Framing,
Dry Mounting, Heatsealing

21 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM. TEL: 472665
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" ROUND THE CLUBS

Caversham
Heights
Townswomen'’s
Guild

Thatcham, past and
present
IN AUGUST Mr Peter
Allen MA, who
teaches history at a
local school, gave an
imaginative talk
entitled ‘“Thatcham,
Past and Present’
based on his book “A
Popular History of
Thatcham’ in St
Andrew's Hall to
Caversham Heights
Townswomen’s Guild.
Thatcham, a Saxon
name, has now a semi-
urban character and
contains much light
industry. There is rib-
bon . development
along the busy A4
road and new estates
have been built, yet
Broadway could have
been the equivalent of
the Saxon ‘green”’,
with St Mary’s Church
at one end of the
enclosed village. A

owerful Saxon, Ael- The leisure afternoon
eah, freed all his resumes on the first
serfs and gave the Wednesday in Octo-
manor at the same ber and the speaker
time to King Edgar the on the subject of
Peaceful, the first “Wild Life in Britain”
King of all England. at Social Studies, in
The manor was given Highmoor Hall at the
by Henry I to Reading end of the month will

Abbey in 1123. By the
early years of the
fourteenth century
Thatcham had gained
the rights and pri-
vileges of a borough
and its church had
status as an old “mins-
ter church” with New-
bury and East Ginge
within its parochia.
Economic decline set
in, however, as New-
bury’s prosperous
cloth trade increased.

Francis Baily,
whose family had
lived in Thatcham,
became a president of
the Royal Astro-
nomical Society and is
buried there in the
family vault. Our own
Peter and Anne Sear
from St Barnabas’
Church, Emmer Green
are now installed at
the parish church.

be Mr D. Chandler.

Blagrave Wi

A VERY successful
garden party was held
on July 9 at the home
of Mrs Doreen Sawyer
when the rain clouds
kept moving just long
enough. Again on
August 6 the weather
was reasonably kind
to the coach load of
members who went to
Blenheim and Wood-
stock. Some toured
the Palace whereas
others concentrated
on the magnificent
grounds and the
village.

September 3
brought Mr Martin
from Peppard to talk
about “A view of Hen-
ley Regatta”, having
been involved since

Members of the 1964 when he became
drama group are get- a steward. Since his
ting together again. retirement he has

been active on the

|2[®

AUTO ELECTRICAL AND
MOTOR COMPONENTS

LEADING SUPPLIERS OF

ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS
FOR HELPFUL, FRIENDLY SERVICE
AND AUTO ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
FREE ALTERNATOR AND STARTER CHECKS

OPEN: MON/TUE 8.45-6.00
THUR/FRI 8.45-6.00 SUNDAY 9.30-12.00

AUTO ELECTRIC & MOTOR COMPONENTS

49 DONKIN HILL CAVERSHAM, READING
BERKSHIRE RG4 0DG

WED/SAT 8.45-5.30

Reading 472175

TRY OUR BATTERY PRICES

E. &R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clark (ret)

257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING

i Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings

Panel beating, spraying, chassis
repairing
Accident and insurance work
undertaken

Regatta committee in
organising this world
famous event. The
vote of thanks was
given by Mrs Wright
and the competition
for a holiday view
postcard was won by
Mrs Housden, Mrs
Mortimer being
second and Mrs
Sawyer third. The raf-
fle prize was donated
by Mrs Reed and won
by Mrs Sawyer.

Chazey WI

AT THE September
meeting the President
welcomed members
and introduced
Josephine Ive, a free-
lance chef, and Lady
Butler from Lyming-
ton, Hants, who enter-
tained members to a
very lively demon-
stration of table nap-
kin folding. The fun
started when all mem-
bers were presented
with napkins and
attempted some of the
many variations.

The business of the
meeting followed, and
the evening ended
with coffee and bis-
cuits when members
could buy from the
Bring and Buy stall.

Rosehill Wi

HIMISS Vincent wel-

i

(' D.H. WATTS )

228 GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
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YOUR LOCAL GROCER

Why not call and see our large stock of
Grocery, Fruit and Greengrocery?

A NALLLLETRAALAANAARAAAAAAARAA AR ARARAAA ANARRA AR VAR AR AR

i}
| TELEPHONE READING 471731

9108t

comed members to

LINK GROUP

ALTHOUGH the
Group did not meet in
August, members
have been busy in
various ways.
Arrangements have
%one ahead for the
ortnightly tea parties
for the elderly and
housebound which
resumed on Septem-
ber 5. With about
twenty guests, trans-
ort, catering and a
arge enough room,
these have to be plan-
ned. Arrangements
were also in hand for
the outing for
mentally handi-
capped children on
September 21.

The Care Centre
office and “Pop-In"
Centre have remained
open during August
with advice, practical
help offered or given,
or someone to talk to
when needed.

Ideas for the future
of the Centre are
being discussed and
the Committee has
been busy with plans
for the Autumn. One
of these is the sale
during November at
the Pop-In Centre of
Charity Christmas
Cards. CARD
BUYERS PLEASE
NOTE!

and excerpts from
plays etc. The sales
table was very colour-
ful this month with
plants, vegetables etc.
Theatre Programmes
and memorabilia
from members were
also shown on another
table.

Chazey Wi

HOLIDAY time, and
Chazey WI enjoyed
their August meeting
with a Mystery Tour.
First of all the coach
took them around
some of Oxfordshire’s
beautiful countryside,
stopping at the White
Horse at Uffington for
a short walk and a
look at the wonderful
views around. The
final stop was at the
Rose and Crown Hotel
at Ashbury where a
delicious buffet sup-
per was ready and
waiting.

Gaversham
Community
Association

LYNN Gould, from
the Consumer Advice
Centre at the Civic
Centre, was the
speaker on August 5.
The members were
advised on the correct
procedure to follow
with complaints on
faulty goods or
unsatisfactory service
ete. Individual
queries were
answered during the
course of the talk and
useful leaflets on
various goods were
available. As this
meeting was on the
first Monday of the
month the Nearly
New stall was held

the September meet-
ing. Although there
was a break in August,
no fewer than three
members opened
their homes or gar-
dens for coffee and
afternoon tea socially,
and were able to make
money for funds. The
speaker this month
was Miss Anne
Hornsby of the Red-

rave Theatre, Farn-

am. Her subject “A
Peep Behind the
Scenes’ was most
fascinating with

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Digging, fencing, hedge

trimming, lawn cutting,

planting, pruning and
weeding

Trees, shrubs and gar-

den sundries can be

supplied
N. H. HILL
Tel: Reading 580265

evenings after Spm

Competitive rates for
regular and one-off jobs

slides of the Theatre

with Vicki Scheel in

charge.
On August 12
Doreen Crawley

organised a whist-
drive for the mem-
bers. Vicki Scheel was
the winner with
Arthur Painter receiv-
ing second prize.

Another “Members
Evening” was held the
following week when
three of the members
were asked to enter-
tain the club. Olive
Howard commenced
by giving some more
of the amusing recita-
tions as performed by
the late Joyce Gren-
fell. Margaret
Cameron then gave an
interesting talk on her
family history and
told of her great-
grandfather who was
a barber, hairdresser
and dentist in Victo-
rian days. Nancy
Nelhams completed
the evening with a
slide film show with
Joan Annett helping
at the projector. Many
of the photographs
were taken on a visit
made by Mrs Nelhams
to California, USA
and gave fascinating
views of Disneyland,
San Diego and Los
Angeles.

Church
people’s
Luncheon Club

THE Club meets in St
Lawrence’'s Hall on the
first Thursday of every
month from 1-2pm. Why
don’'t YOU come along to
the next meeting on
October 3? Share a lunch
of fresh sandwiches,
cheese and biscuits and
coffee with fellow Christ-
ians for £1.20, and then
listen to H. GODWIN
ARNOLD talking about
Chapels and Meeting
Houses for about 15
minutes. No-one minds if
ou have to walk out
efore the meeting
closes, but numbers for
catering purposes would
be appreciated. Please
let one of the following
know if you would like to

come:

Sally Hallett 474460,
Chairman; Eric Few
780938, Secretary; Bill
Vincent 472965, Retiring
Chairman.

Future events: 7.11.85.
Dr Max Pemberlisy
“Christian Aid". 5.12.85.
Wolfgang van Emden,
“Butterflies™.

N. G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

ALTERATION
TAILORS

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM

EN
Telephone: 479378

* TROUSERS SHORTENED
WHILE YOU WAIT

* INVISIBLE REPAIR SERVICE

* MEN'S DRESS HIRE

* QUOTATIONS & ADVICE FREE

819006

e
VISA

- Martin & Pole.

Additional coverage in the Thames Valley
from 9 other offices. Specialist advice on
valuations, monﬁages. property transactions
and management

i

Martin & Pole

You’ll be well advised

910044
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GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL. READING 473308

Sales and Service Always |a;ge stock
o

Agents for
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

910

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAXAAA AL AAAL
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CURTAINS PELMETS
FITTED CARPETS LOOSE COVERS

John Kitcher & Son Lid

Carpets cleaned on site
5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Telephone 472306

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING ATHOME  PASSPORT 3

0296 |
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A. B. WALKER
& SONLTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business serving
Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 53650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

AL \\f’HITE
: i Fine Memorials in

New Offices and Private | | 8 Marble, Stone and

Chapd Granite
15 BOULT STREET | (& Restoration and all
READING other masonry
Rear 11 The Grove undertaken
Telephone 54334 :
Late 63921 READING 62362

20178

W.R.BOURTON & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

111 WATLINGTON STREET, READING

Tel: 53825 24-HOUR SERVICE
TOMALIN & SON
A. F.JONES (N.AF.D.)
MASTER Funeral
MASONS Directors
gb’Di;OIRD\[RI; 48 New Street
READING Henley-on-Thames
Telephone Telephone 3370
337 DAY AND NIGHT
| Ll 20337
SSexscsn R
D. W. MORRIS b
CARPET PET SHOP
FITTER in
Old :ﬂ'ne\llg ma’dauled. CAVERSHAM
AR Gee Gee Pets and
e onsIE oS Aquaria
FREE ESTIMATES 29 PROSPECT STREET
7 ) Reading 472422
9 r‘:::{lﬁeer‘sigrrrl\ve‘ Late night Friday 6pm
Telephone 479280 Also READING MARKET
Friday and Saturday P
BRITISH CHIROPODY ASSN ANNOUNCE-
MR JOHN REED wmsscH mecka
QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST
P 10 Bramber Mews
READING 477013 i

12182

ANGLICAN
St Peter's
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am PARISH COMMUNION
11.15am Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays)

St John's )

8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am FAMILY EUCHARIST

11.00am Children's Service (1st Sunday)
St Andrew’s

8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am FAMILY EUCHARIST

11.15am Holy Communion (not 3rd Sunday)
11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday) 6.30pm Evensong
St Barnapas’

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)
11.00am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday only)
6.30pm Evensong (1st Sunday only)

St Margaret's, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)

11.00am PARISH COMMUNION

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH

10.30am Morning Service 6.30pm Evening Service

FAMILY SERVICE (5th Sunday)

11.15am Matins (2nd 4th and 5th Sundays) 6.30pm Evensong

9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd Sunday)

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am FAMILY COMMUNION (1st and 3rd Sundays)
MORNING WORSHIP (2nd and 4th Sundays)

— SUNDAY SERVICES IN OCTOBER—

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service

METHODIST
Caversham, Gosbrook Road
11.00am Mormng Service
6.30pm Evening Service
Caversham Heights
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday only)
11.00am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service
ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Anne's
9.00am, 11.00am (also Saturdays 5.30pm)
Our Lady of Caversham
8.30 and 10.30am, 5pm Mass
St Martin's School
9.15am Mass
Mapledurham House
6.00pm Mass (last Sunday)
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
There is no URC in Caversham. The nearest is in York Road
over Caversham Bridge.
Morning worship 11am Evening worship 6.30pm

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)

meet at the Friends’ Meeting House in Church Street
(Reading) for worship at 10.45am. There are classes for
children at the same time. Fortnightly study groups in
Caversham. Tel: 475783.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, OCTOBER 1985

BAPTISED

St Peters 4 !
August4 Simon Lance, David Day
St Andrew’s

May 5 James Larkin

June 30 Philippa Graham

r Caversham Park

July 28 Sarah Halsey
St Anne’s
July
Cassidy
August Liam O'Brien, Maria Ciarleglio

Fe]cened into the Church — St Anne’s
uly

Mostaglio, Maureen Gibson

CAVERSHAM PARK
HOUSE COMMUNIONS

Wednesdays at 10.30am
October 2 Carol Alder (1 Lomond Avenue)
9 Rosemary Randall (13 Newton Avenue)
16 Clare Kenchington (51 Galsworthy Drive)
23 Paula Andrews (5 Gifford Close)
30 Margaret Dimmick (8 Harlech Avenue)

WE RECORD

David Wilson, Rebecca Scott, Lucy Gorman, Rachel

Ronald Blindell, Janice McDermott

MARRIED

St Peter's

July 20 Simon Poulton and Gillian Millar, John Rowden and Janet
Beresford

July 27 Kevin Goodwin and Catherine Ellis

August 3 John Nuttall and Jane Vardy, Andrew Evans and Tracy
Ann Wilkins

August 10 Kevin Benham and Julie Gregory

August 31 Keith Bucknell and Carol Joyce

St Andrew's

July 8 David Northmore and Janice Fox

St John's

July 13 Martin Hinckley and Lyn Graham

Caversham Baptist Free Church

July 6 Andrew Boxall and Susan Winship

August 3 Derrick Patey and Jacqueline Kessmer

Chapel on the Hill

June 15 SimonJones and Mary Lacey

St Anne's .

July Keith Lambden and Angela Walters, Denis Keane and
Carmel Lynch, John Andrewssen and Veronica Hunt

FUNERALS

St Andrew’s

July2 Denis Slade

St Anne’s

July William O'Malley (Priest), Alfred Roberts, Gilbert Thomp-
son, Gladys Brooks

August Catriona Finan, Edna Nolan, Dorothea Edmonston, Mrs

UNITED
NATIONS
ASSOCIATION

A CONCERT will be held at
Leighton Park at 3 o'clock on
Sunday, October 27. Pro-
grammes £2.50 for concert
and light refreshments, from
the Secretary, Regional
Office or from Hickies, Friar
Street, or at the door.

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local funeral director

Should you wish to telephone there is an
experienced member of our staff available 24
hours a day to offer advice

114-116 OXFORD ROAD,
READING
Telephone 52016 (day or night)

Chapels of Rest — Monumental Masonry

Telephone (0734) 476026

R. CHANDLER

PAINTER AND
DECORATOR

4 Pembroke Place
Caversham, Reading

Estimates free

25185

MATHS TUITION

Would your son or daughter
benefit from individual maths
tuition in your own home by an
experierced graduate teacher?
Booking now for Autumn term.
All levels up to GCE O level
MODERATE FEES

Phone Mrs S. Chumbley BA
on Reading 470762

J. LUCKETT (Insurance Services) LTD

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street, Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950

Tel. Reading (0734) 478756

GET CARTER ELECTRICAL

Office and Domestic
New Installations and Mai
Free estimates
116 WOODCOTE ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING

813179

B&A

BUILDERS &
DECORATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
prompt servic

Tel. Reading 723080

VANDERPUMP &
WELLBELOVE

and Wellesley-Smith & Co

CHARTERED

SURVEYORS
AUCTIONEERS
AND ESTATE AGENTS VALUERS

Sales of Antique Furniture and Other Effects

6 STATION ROAD, READING
Telephone 53211 and branches
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