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- DISTRESS

ONE of the last
houses along Hem-
dean Bottom is the
home of Mr and Mrs
Chandler. The back
of their garden ends
in a field and away
at the side the
ancient track from
. Caversham leads
between the hills
towards Shipnell’s
farm. At the bottom
of this garden David
Chandler has seve-
ral bird houses and
Eens, for he is a
een ornithologist
and for a long time
has cared for
injured birds. He
has lived in Caver-
sham for some fif-
teen years and dur-
ing this period
many local people
have come to him
with problems over
birds in distress —
mostly owls and
birds of prey.
Indeed it was
through a friend
who had picked up
a’'young owl on the
road and taken it to
David Chandler
that I first heard of
him. So with the
Caversham Bridge
in mind I arranged
to go along and
meet Mr Chandler
and hear at first
hand about his
work and meet
some of the birds he
was helping.

David Chandler is
a mine of informa-
tion on wild life in
general and birds
in particular.
Before we had been
chatting for long I
learned that the
collared doves in
this part of England
have been dying in
hundreds over the
last few months
from a parasite.
How lucky I was
able to say that my
pair of these charm-

ing little birds were
still happy in my
garden where they
are almost pets.

David Chandler
thinks he first
became interested
in helping birds
when he tried, as a
boy, to save an
injured thrush.
Sadly, it died, but
whereas years ago
some ninety per
cent of birds in
trouble died, today
the story is
reversed and only
about ten per cent
are lost. So much
more is known
about dealing with
such problems that
the chances of
survival are. far
greater. Any dead
bird that Mr Chand-
ler acquires he
sends to Liverpool
University’s field
study centre and
they send him a full
report on the cause
of its death.
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If a fledgling has
to be cared for it
means feeding it
every thirty
minutes and a baby
bird has often been
taken to work in
David Chandler’s
car so that he could
give it the care and
attention necessary
to keep it alive.
Apparently feeding
most birds is not
difficult these days;
for all birds, except
owls and birds of
prey, can be reared
on a dog food called
Chow. It comes in
hard nuts, but if
soaked overnight
and squeezed out
can be given to both
young and old,
though ducks and
gulls like it sloppy!
Owls and birds of
grey are fed on
ead baby chicks

Come Walk for Christian Aid!
Sponsored Walk
Saturday May 18

11 and 20 mile routes on footpaths,
starting and finishing at Henley-on-
Thames.

Application forms from your own
churches or Caversham Representative:

Mrs P. Pierce, 5 Dacre Avenue
Caversham Park Village, RG4 ONU.
(Tel: 475476)

from a local

hatchery.

As already men-
tioned Mr Chandler
deals mainly with
birds of prey and
owls. The rarest
hawk he has hand-
led has been a
hobby. Mostly kes-
trels and sparrow-
hawks come into his
care.

Nicky, the owl and
Jim Crow
When I visited
him he had two
black-headed gulls
and two owls in the
pens. One of the
gulls had lost a wing
and was a perma-
nent member of the
household. The
owls were only two
of many that have
been befriended.
Perhaps the longest
friendship has been
with Nicky. He has
now settled in the
locality and been
around for some
nine years. He nests
up in the wood
behind Highdown
School. Late on
summer evenings
when Mr Chandler
stands in his garden
and calls, Nicky
will fly down from
the trees just skim-
ming over his
friend’s head. A
baby owl mews like
a kitten and I am
told that adults can
also talk with their
eyes. These birds
are very territorial.

Apgarently, when
handling birds,
there is only one of
which to be wary —
the heron. Its foot-
long bill is viciously
sharp at the end
and once caused an
RSPCA officer the
loss of an eye. A
young heron was
found at the gravel

its at Sonning and

ad to be cared for
by David Chandler
who got a fisherman
to give him some
live fish. These
were put into a
bowl of water and
soon gobbled up by
the hungry young-
ster. The story has a
happy ending, for
the bird was
released on Theale
gravel pits near five

other young ones,
but not before the
dangerous bill had
been carefully
wrapped up prior to
transporting him to
his new home.

Jim Crow is
another of Mr
Chandler’s feath-
ered friends. I also
saw him that morn-
ing, sitting on a

fence post beside
the ol trackwafz.
He and his family

have Hemdean Bot-
tom as their terri-
tory. Several years
ago, as a young bird,
Jim nearly died
because of a gape-

worm in his throat, '

but David Chandler
ot rid of it and J.C.
ived to raise a
family. Clrows arle
apparently easily
k?1pled by gape-
worms which affect
them when young.
Unless the worm is
removed death will
surely follow. The
strange part of this
tale is that during
May in each of the
last three years Mr
Chandler has found
a young crow on his
lawn with a gape-
worm and in each
case he has been
able to help the
bird survive. It does
rather look as
though Jim brought
along his youngster
each year for help.
Crows only have
one offspring
annually and the
young stay with the
family for at least a
year before going
away on their own.
Certainly Jim
seems to realise he
has a good friend in
David Chandler for
he brings him gifts
of rusty nails, bottle
tops and all manner
of oddments. Like a
maﬁpie he is always
icking up anything

e fancies.

No doubt there
will have been
many birds in need
of help during the
past very severe
spell of weather
and no doubt Mr
Chandler will have
been kept very busy
caring for them.
Lucky birds!

B Mr David Chandler with one of his owls

—E. S. Archer

COSTLY POLLUTION

By Margaret Dimmick, Secretary, Kennet Branch
National Council of Women

THE questions posed
at a conference con-
vened by the Reading
and Kennet Branches
of the National Coun-
cil of Women recently
concerned our atti-
tudes to the effect of
industrial pollution
on our environment.
The conference was
held at Shire Hall,
when one hundred
and fifty members and
guests, including Mr
Tony Durant, MP, and
the Mayor and
Mayoress of Readin,
filled the Counci
Chamber.

Over the last one
hundred and forty
years, the chemicals
produced by our
industrial processes
in factories and power
stations have
threatened our forests
and buildings, from
dissolving the point-
ing between house
bricks to splitting the
stone carvings on
famous historic build-
ings. Rivers and lakes
are becoming acid,
which means that fish
are dying. The breath-

. ing of winter mists is

aggravating chest
troubles of the
elderly.

What is more, some
of this pollution is
being exported to Ger-
many and Scandina-
via, which is giving us
abad name in Europe.

Professor Bryce-
Smith of Reading, our
opening speaker
clearly explained the
chemical result of
industrial processes
and put the idea that
various governments
had recently counted
the cost of action, but
had ignored the cost
of doing nothing.
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Dr Deborah Buckley
explained that much
research is still
needed before invest-
ment is made in ways
to cut pollution, sug-

esting that some
orests may be dying
naturally and fish
stocks declining due
to natural causes.
Perhaps it was better
to spend money on
more research now,
rather than risk a

short term solution
which would fail to
combat the problem.

Mr Clarke, rep-
resenting the
CEGB, thought to be
the main culprit of
Acid Rain pollution,
outlined methods of
burning fuels more
efficiently to reduce
sulphur and nitrous
oxide in the atmos-
phere. He also sug-
gested that one third
of pollutants came
from transport fumes
or domestic fires.

Baroness Elles,
chairman of the meet-
ing, stressed that it
was not just a national
problem, but an inter-
national one. It was
very important to
solve it to our mutual
benefit and was there-
fore being studied by
the European Parlia-
ment.

The cost of solvin;
the problem of Aci
Rain may have to be
counted carefully, but
the cost of inaction
could be great in
human terms and
threaten our environ-
ment seriously.
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TALKING POINT

By Rev David Milling, St Andrews Church, Caversham

‘PEAGE’ AND
‘THE PEACE’

JESUS came and stood amongst them, and
said, “Peace be with you". It was a familiar,
conventional greeting — but not on this
occasion. Their Master had died, and was
now alive again — and he was proving the
reality of his physical presence with them,
by showing his side, with the mark of the
spear in it. He even invited the sceptical
Thomas to put his fingers in the nail marks
in his hands and feet, and to thrust his hand
into the wound in his side. “Peace be with
you", said Jesus to them. It was the peace
which he had promised them, the peace that
overcame their fears, the peace that would
give them courage to venture outside their
locked doors, and face the hostile, unbeliev-
ing world, and boldly witness to Jesus, and
even suffer and die for him. Jesus had told
them at the Last Supper, “Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give to you ... let not your
heart be troubled or afraid”. Now it was
coming true — the peace of Jesus was real,
and it involved his presence with them, and
indeed within them, through his Spirit.
Jesus was present with his disciples, in their
hearts, and in the midst of their fellowship,
and his presence gave them peace from all
their fears, and courage to face and over-
come them

A new relationship with God

The peace of Jesus meant a new relation-
ship with Jesus, and with God, through faith.
“By faith,” says St Paul, “we have peace with
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
“Faith” means a new and positive relation-
ship with God, which overcomes fear.
“Peace" involves being reconciled to God,
instead of enemies. That is what “peace” is;
we are now friends of God, instead of being
alienated from him. In Jesus we experience
the love of God for us, and supremely on the
cross; we see the Son of God suffer and die
for us, so that we may be reconciled to God,
and to one another. Peace is not a cheap,
easy option, which leaves us calm and
unmoved, it involves pain and suffering,
both for Jesus and for us. It means that
barriers are broken down, barriers between
lves and God, and barriers between

Ives and other people

Not just a personal experience

The peace of God is not something that is
purely between God and ourselves. It is
something which we have to share with
other people. We cannot keep God’s peace to
ourselves, for private or personal enjoy-
ment, because God's peace is not a feeling,
but a relationship. God’s peace is God’s love.
Eastern religions put great emphasis on
“peace’” — but their peace is fundamentally
self-centred. It is an attempt to escape from
the world of sin and suffering, and to enter
into a higher state of God-consciousness.
The Christian idea of peace is quite dif-
ferent from the Hindu or Buddhist idea; it
involves getting away from ourselves, and
our own feelings, and entering into a perso-
nal relationship with God and with other
people. “Peace” in the New Testament flows
from love, and has no meaning apart from
love. If we try to keep the peace of God to
ourselves, as an experience of calm and
serenity in the presence of God, we are
missing the whole point of what God's peace
is about. Let us beware of the “peace” which

is not God's peace, but our own natural
desire for calm and serenity. God's peace is
the outflow of God's love, to us and to
everyone, and we must allow God’s love to
flow through us to others.

A sign of love and fellowship

“The Peace” is a particular expression of
Christian fellowship, in the setting of the
Holy Communion service. It is meant to be
an expression of our unity in Christ, and of
the fact that Jesus has reconciled us to God,
and to one another, through his death on the
cross. As St Paul put it, “Christ is our peace,
who has made us one, and has broken down
the dividing wall of hostility between us . . .
he makes peace, by reconciling us to God in
one body through the cross, and so bringing
our natural hostility to an end”. “The
Peace” is a way of expressing our fellowship
in Christ, and showing that we are recon-
ciled to God and to one another. It reminds
us that we have to be “in love and charity
with our neighbours”, and especially with
our fellow-Christians.

Giving ‘the Peace’

There are various ways of expressing the
Peace, as a greeting within the Eucharist. In
the early church, which used to meet in
people’s houses, and not in church build-
ings, the Peace was an embrace. “Greet one
another with a holy kiss”, said St Paul to the

Corinthians, to the Romans, and to the —

Thessalonians. “Greet one another with the
kiss of love”, said the writer of the First
Letter of Peter. For most of us, the hand-
shake, rather than the kiss, would be the
natural form of social greeting, and so we
generally shake hands at the Peace. What
matters is not the exact form of the greeting,
but the spirit of friendship and fellowship
which it expresses. For some people, the
word of “peace” may be enough, without any
need for a physical action. Let us try to be
sensitive to each other’s feelings, in the way
we give the Peace to one another. And let us
not try to force the Peace upon those who
are not ready to receive it. The Peace, as a
form of greeting, has only quite recently
been re-discovered, so far as most congrega-
tions are concerned. I first met it in South
India, where it takes the form of a clasping
of hands, accompanied by a respectful bow
to one another. It has become more popular
in the context of the Parish Communion or
Family Eucharist, because that is the ser-
vice where fellowship is most strongly
emphasised. It is, I believe, something
which has great value for many people, but
it must be allowed to grow naturally and
spontaneously, and it cannot be forced
artificially.

Finally, let us remember that the Peace is
an expression of God’s reconciling love, and
of the presence of the Risen Lord amongst
us. It has a deep religious value for a
Christian, and is not just an expression of
social fellowship. It expresses God’s peace,
a peace which passes all human under-
standing, and which keeps our hearts and
minds, in union with Christ. May the Peace
truly express God’s love for us, and our love
for one another, a love which breaks down
all the barriers of human selfishness, and
unites us with the Risen Christ.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE; MAY 1985

M 1985 runners passing Scotts corner —E. S. Archer

THE CHURCH AND THE CHILDREN

ST ANDREW’S Sunday School meets in St Andrew’s Hall 9.15am. Contact Mrs Sheila
Ivens (477180) or Mr Peter Watsham (478744).

ST BARNABAS Sunday School meets in the Hall 9.30am. (Not 2nd Sunday in the month).
Contact Mrs Jean Carroll, 45 Brooklyn Drive (472598). The children join in the 9.30am
Family Service on 2nd Sunday in the month.

ST JOHN'S Nursery Church (for children ué) to 8 years) in church during the Sunday
eucharist at 9.15am. Family Service 1st Sunday in the month at 1lam (mainly for
children over 4 years).

ST PETER'S Sunday School meets in the Rectory at9.15am (except 2nd Sunday which is
Parade Service).
;%Berubim" Club for babies and pre-school children in church every Thursday at
pm

ST MARGARET'S (MAPLEDURHAM) Family Workshop 2nd Saturday of each month
10am-12 noon. Contact Mrs Heather Robinson, 4 Hilltop Road (476873). Sunday School
meets at Trench Green Hall 10.45 every Sunday except the first Sunday of the month.

CAVERSHAM PARK At Caversham Park School 11am. Contact Mrs Paula Andrews, 5
Gifford Close (478430).

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST Junior Church — Sundays 11am. Youth Squash —
Sundays 8pm.

GOSBROOK ROAD METHODIST CHURCH Bee-Gees — Sundays 10.15am. Sunday School
— Sundays 11am Young Peoples Club— Sundays 7.30pm.

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH 10.30am Creche — up to three years.
Beginners. juniors and seniors three to 14 years. Fourteen Plus Group. Secretary: Mrs
V. Stott, 6A Hazel Road, Purley, Reading. Tel: 419186.

CHAPEL ON THE HILL: Children's Activities. Sunday 9.30-11am Boy and Girl Jucos (10-
12 years); Boy and Girl Covenanters (12-15 years). 10.25-11.15am Nursery (3 and 4
years); Primary (5 and 6 years); Adventurers (7-9 years). During the second part of the
morning worship there is a baby creche available. 8.30pm 16+ group meets. For more
information please contact the Pastor: Chris Justice. Tel. 474529.

= Nicholas 48&
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(Offices at Reading, Wokingham, Tilehurst,
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SAVE THE
CHILDREN
FUND

ON Saturday, February 9,
the Caversham Branch of
Save the Children held their
annual Valentine Party at
St Andrew’s Hall, Caver-

sham; entertainment was

provided by the “Rogues

Gallery Quartet” the
Reading Barbershop Har-
mony Group.

As well as being the
occasion when all those
who worked or contributed
to the SCF throughout the
year gathered together for
a social evening, it was the
time when the local branch
said farewell to Air Vice
Marshal J. Cox, CB, OBE,
DFC, who retired as Presi-
dent of the Caversham
Branch, a position he has
held since the branch was
founded ten years ago. A
small presentation was
made on behalf of the
Branch by Air Marshal Sir
Alan Davies, KCB, OBE,
RAF. Sir Alan has now
taken over as the new
President.

Air Marshal Cox had an
outstanding career with the
RAF and is well known for
his association with the
late Douglas Bader. He was
born in Wimbledon in Octo-
ber 1904 and in 1909 his
family moved to Basing-
stoke where he grew up,
often cycling to Reading,
where he loved to visit the
old Palace Theatre in
Cheapside. He attended
Peter Symonds School,
Winchester from 1914 to
1920 and regularly attends
their annual reunions
achieving the great distinc-
tion of being the first “old
boy” to be elected Presi-
dent of the Old Symondians
Association three years
ago.

In 1920 he went to
work with Estate agents,
later joining Thomas Cook
in London at the magnifi-
cent wage of £3 per week.
He always had the desire
to fly and applied for o
short service commission
with the RAF but sadly
twice failed his medical.
However in 1928 the RAF
contacted him again and
invited him to re-apply and
this time he passed his
medical. He was posted to
Egypt where he leamnt to
fly Avro’s and DH 9A’s. He
was then posted to Aden
from May 1929 to Decem-
ber 1930 after which he
returned to the UK to join
No 2 Flying Training School
at Digby as a Flying
Instructor. It was at Digby
that he met his wife
Dorothy and they were
married in Lincoln in
September 1933. Air Mar-
shal Cox is very proud of
the fact that his permanent
commission, which he
received in 1936, was
signed by King Edward VIII,
one of the very few com-
missions signed by the King

during his very short reign.

In all Air Marshal Cox
flew seventy different
types of aircraft. From May
to December 1940 he
served as Commander of
No 15 Bomber Squadron at
Wyton which was a base
for Blenheim IV bombers,
and in October 1940 took
part in the first combined
RAF and Royal Navy opera-
tion in the bombardment of
Cherbourg. It was in 1955
whilst serving in Ceylon
that he was promoted to
Air Vice Marshal. Also in
1955 he was posted to HQ
Flying Training Command
RAF, Shinfield Park, as
Senior Air Staff Officer. It
was then that he moved
into his first home in
Highmoor Road, Caver-
sham, which was then
called The Gay House. Joe
Cox was quite definite that
this was not the name he
would have chosen for his
new house and after a lot
of discussion it was his
daughter, Paddy, who came
up with the suggestion
“Call it Pippins, Daddy,
after all there are two
Cox’s Pippins trees in the
garden and this is the Cox’s
first home”. So Pippins it
was and, ofter living in
married quarters in various
parts of the world, they
were able to settle down
with a garden of their own
which was Joe Cox's joy.
His privet hedge was
always trimmed with such
precision you would have
thought it had been cased
in concrete. It was in 1982
that they moved to a
smaller house in Ellesmere
Close, where they now
live, on a day they will
never forget; it snowed all
night and domp and snow
got into everything as they
moved.

Sitting in his small tidy
study, surrounded by
mementos of his RAF days
— fourteen wall plaques
of the different units he
had served with, a fine oil
painting of himself by a
German artist presented to
him by his officers, a
collection of cartoons, a

icture of a Blenheim Bom-

r, and many other trea-
sures, Joe Cox told how he
first met the famous Doug-
las Bader. After twice
being detached to Cam-
bridge University Air
Squadron Summer Camp in
‘31 and ‘32, at Netheravon,
Wilts, he was posted to
them in January 1933 as a
Flying Instructor, based at
Duxford and it was here
that he and Douglas Bader
met and became lifelong
friends, for almost fifty
years. In March ‘33 after
his accident Douglas Bader

asked Joe Cox to take him
up in an aircraft. Once in
the air Douglas asked “Will
you let me fly it?” Joe
replied “Yes, provided you
hand over to me
immediately if | say so.”
Douglas agreed, and a bril-
liant session of aerobatics
was followed by o perfect
landing by Douglas. In the
Officers Mess no one would
believe that Douglas had
flown and landed the air-
craft, neither would they
believe Joe Cox when he
affirmed it.

Two days later, at
Douglas’s request Joe took
him up once again and
again Douglas brought the

SAVE THE CHILDREN
CAVERSHAM BRANCH

AGM

Monday, May 20
at

Church House
at 7.30pm

All welcome — Coffee and
biscuits

85p in every £1 goes directly

to achild in need
\

aircraft down to a perfect
landing with Joe Cox hold-
ing his two hands high
above his head to prove
that it was not him at the
controls. Sadly the Station
Commander got to hear of
the episode and they were
both “on the carpet”.
Douglas Bader was even-
tually invalided out in
1933, but returned to the
RAF at the outbreak of war
when he was sent to the
Central Flying School at
Upavon for a report on his
ability to fly. It was here
that he met once again
with his old friend Joe Cox,
who had been posted back
from Iraq where he had
been serving with- No 70
Bomber Squadron. Joe took
Douglas up and confirmed
that he could fly perfectly,
tin legs or no tin legs,
putting a report in to this
effect. The rest is history.
Years later Joe Cox was to
surprise his old friend once
again when he joined him
on the This Is Your Life
programme, when Douglas
was the celebrity to be
confronted by Eamonn
Andrews.

It was ten years ago on
its formation that the
Caversham Branch SCF
approached Air  Marshal
Cox and asked him to
become their first Presi-
dent. At that time he was
already President of the
Thames Valley Aircrew
Association; a Helper with
the RAF Benevolent Fund;
Patron of the Mildenhall
Register comprising Nos
15, 142 and 622 Squadrons

(who hold their reunions in
May at Mildenhall), Presi-
dent of 381 ATC Squadron
(now Vice President) and
President RAF Association,
Reading Branch (now Vice
President). Yet despite this
he agreed to become Presi-
dent of Caversham SCF
always ready to turn out to
receive large donations or
cheques or to make

esentations. He worked

rd on the two occasions
we held our big Carnival at
Woodcote. In June 1979,
accompanied by his wife he
represented the Branch ot
the Save the Children
Fund’s Diamond Jubilee
Garden Party at Chelsea in
the presence of the Fund’s
Patron Her Majesty the
Queen and HRH the Duke of
Edinburgh. Our President
HRH the Princess Anne was
also there. As he said at
the time, it was an occa-
sion to remember. Air Mar-
shal Cox was always
interested in the welfare
and achievements of the
Branch Officers, always
wanting to be kept
informed if anyone fell ill.
However a couple of years
back he himself had to
enter the RAF Hospital ot
Halton for a hip operation
after which his Doctor was
hard put to keep him off his
little Honda Scooter and he
was soon pottering about
again; there was no holding
him back.

He always did and still
does take a keen interest in
all the Branch activities.
We were all delighted
when he and his family
joined us for the trip up to
Hampton Court Palace last
year for the SCF's Son et
Lumiere.

In the meantime the
Caversham Branch con-
tinves to raise funds in
every possible way. The
sponsored sermon given for
nine hours by the Rector of
Caversham, the Reverend
Richard Kingsbury, last
December has so far raised
£1,902 and Richard hopes
the final total will reach
£2,000. Some people have
not yet handed in their
sponsor money; if you are
one of these, PLEASE DO SO
NOW. Other sponsored
events to take place are a

M Left to right: Mr Norman Kent, Lady Davies, Sir Alan Davies, Air Vice Marshal J. Cox, Mrs Cox
and Mr John Mullaney.

parachute jump by a team
of twelve led by Mrs Becky
Wilkinson on March 17; a
team of three running in
the Reading Half Marathon
on March 24, while Mr
Rodney Oliver of Highmoor
Road will be running for
the SCF in the London
Marathon, twenty-six
miles. A sponsored slim is
taking place with the “Diet
Philosophy” Club, Wood-
cote, run by Mrs Wise and
plans are already in hand
for an ALL DAY sponsored

.E:alm singing on Septem-

r 21, here in Caversham
(more details of this event
later). On May 20 the
Branch AGM will be held at

Church House, Caversham |

when the latest slides of
our work ot home aond
abroad will be shown. On
April 27, also at Church
House, and during the SCF
week there will be a spring
sale; make a note to call in.
If you have something for
us to sell be it cakes, jom,
or bric-a-brac we shall be
grateful. Save The Children
Fund does save children’s
lives — please help us.
Phone: 475472, 479378 or
470903.

Norman Kent
PRO Caversham Branch SCF
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Courtesy Reading Evening Post

JENNINGS BROS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

10% DISCOUNT

GIVEN OFF CURRENT
RETAIL PRICES
ON PURCHASES

OVER £25

BRANCHES AT:

PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 471528

ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Telephone Reading 474087

THE TRIANGLE, TILEHURST
Telephone Reading 23738

3 READING ROAD, HENLEY
Telephone Henley 78152

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or just old
or unusual? Do you want to be sure you get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and sells
antiques in the area. She depends on her reputation for
fair and honest prices. e

Give her aring. There is no charge and no obligation

ALSO...

Valuations for insurance and probate
Furniture restored, repaired and re-upholstered
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Portman
Building Society

The Conservationists . . .
people everywhere recognise the need

to conserve; to save and
sustain the quality of life
— now and for the
future. Since 1881,

have saved their
money and purchased
their homes through
the Portman
Building Society.

Your local branch will be pleased to advise you on our
range of attractive savings schemes
‘ 25 King Street,
J Reading
Tel. 598733

More than 100 years of conserving a better way of life.

' Portman

} Building Society ... naturally!

generations of people |

THE LINK GROUP

A MEETING of the
Group was held on
March 25 at the
home of Mrs Audrey
Preston. The Chair-
man, Mrs Doreen
Bennett, gave mem-
bers details of the
progress made
towards the setting
up of the office and
“Pop-in” Centre in
Church House. This

has now been
handed over and
will be opened offi-
cially by the Mayor
on April 30 at
10.30am, though the
office will be open
for the first-time on

April 29 at 9.30am.
=
0o
fi =! Mrs Bennett said

E. &R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clark (ret)

257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING

Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings

Panel beating, spraying, chassis
repairing 2
Accident and insurance work
undertaken

:! that there had been

a good response to
the leaflets distri-
buted in the
Churches, asking

i| for volunteers to
i | help in the Centre
:| and for information

to be included in the
office files. Grateful
thanks
expressed to Mrs
Susie Robinson for
all her work in pre-

il paring the files.

228 GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM

PUEARAT TEETARUEATURUAUAAAANERUTULAAE AU URARURUREURU AL AR AR AR AR RS

YOUR LOCAL GROCER

Why not call and see our large stock of
Grocery, Fruit and Greengrocery?

P AURRARALALAAUAARERAR AL AERUARARAREURUANUR IR U AU AR ARAN AR N AN NS

(" D.H. WATTS )

TELEPHONE READING 471731

CURTAINS PELMETS

FITTED CARPETS LOOSE COVERS

John Kitcher & Son Ltd

Carpets cleaned on site

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

91084

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING AT HOME

PASSPOR

0296

A MEMBER of St
Andrew’s writes of
Wellclose House in
Birmingham, sup-
gorted for many years

y the congregation
when Angela Butler
was warden there.
The house is now
owned and run by
COPEC, one of the
first housing associ-
ations.

The first house was
founded by Father
Joe Williamson in
1955, in Church
House, Wellclose
Square, when he was
Vicar of St Paul’s
Dock Street and found
that there were many
teenage prostitutes in
his parish. Many of
these were not “pro-
fessional” prostitutes
but young girls who
had come to London,
hitching lifts on lor-
ries, in search of a job
or running away from
home. It was as a
refuge for these girls
that Father Joe
founded the first
house in London, soon
to be followed b
another in Essex and,
in 1971 by Wellclose
House, Birmingham.
As a matter of interest
Father Joe is now
nearly ninety and
lives in retirement in
Sussex, still taking a
keen interest in the
work. He has written a
number of books
which are still obtain-
able from him.

The cleaning up of

Stepney, and the

After discussion
with the officers of
the Good Neighbour
Scheme the Centre
is to be called the
Caversham Care
Centre. A steering
committee has been
formed to organise
the Centre, consist-
ing of two members
each from the Link
Group and the Good
Neighbour Scheme
and two outside
members.

oo

The furnishing of
the “Pop-in” Centre
was discussed. At
present it is a little
bleak and needs
cushions, floor
covering etc. Offers
of help have been
received.

Interest in various
charities supported
by the Link Group
was maintained
through reports
from members con-
cerned. Blankets
and bed linen had
been taken to the
Reading Emergency
Aid Project and
some furniture had
been distributed but
storage of large
items donated and
not immediately

needed remains a
problem.

The fortnightly
tea parties for the
elderly and house-
bound have con-
tinued. Members
were told that from
the very successful
concert by the
Phoenix Choir £250
was raised for the
work of the Centre.
Thanks are due to
Mrs Angela Kings-
bury for arranging
the Concert.

Finally, the
annual sale at the
Baptist Centre on
May 11 was discus-
sed. (See separate
notice).

THE proposed co-
ordinating office to be
run by the Good
Neighbour Scheme
and the Link Group,
and the “Pop-in” cen-
tre opened by the
Mayor, Mr Ron Jewett

Friday.

and Thursday.

—Let’s link
up —the
Caversham
Care Centre

on Tuesday April 30 is
a centre which will
gut those needing
elp in touch with
those prepared to give
it, a coffee and a
sympathetic ear will
be available to any-
one who feels lonely.

Office Open — 9.30-11.30am Monday to

“Pop-In Centre open 10-12 noon Tuesday

Telephone 483466 (From April 29)

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE
CAVERSHAM CARE CENTRE?

THE LINK GROUP

Annual Sale

At Caversham Baptist Centre

On Saturday May 11, 10.30am to 3.30pm

* Toys * Plants * Produce * Bric-a-Brac,
* Good As New clothes

* Teas

By Kathrene Solly

removal of prostitu-
tion to other areas as
well as the expiry of
the lease, led to the
closure of the London
and Essex houses. The
Birmingham one has
almost doubled in size
and a new one is cur-
rently being got ready
in London, hopefully
to open early in 1985.
In the meantime a
field worker has been
active in London for a
year now.

In the Birmingham
House the girls are
now accommodated in
four single and three
double rooms; the
number of residents is
ten, the smallest num-
ber a hostel may
accommodate in
order to receive a
grant. The staff con-
sists of five; there are
three (Anglican) Fran-
ciscans, and Sister
Clare who was there
in Angela’s time and
who is a trained nurse
as well as a nun is in
charge. Most of the
time the staff no lon-
ger wear their habit
as it is thought that to
some girls a “place
run by nuns” would be
off-putting although of
course they all KNOW
\that they are nuns and
see them in habit
sometimes.

Only one of the girls
is working, and one on
a Youth Training
Course, the rest being

paid for by DHSS;
although the house is
mainly funded
through a grant from
the Local Authority,
each girl receives
£8pw pocket money.
This may sound a lot
but out of it they have
to buy their clothes —
they are taught to get
them from Oxfam and
similar shops — and
most smoke a lot; this
is not encouraged,
neither is it for-
bidden.

[==]jfes]

The girls are
encouraged to cook
shop for the food and
help plan the meals,
as this is part of their
training towards the
time when they set u
for themselves in bed-
sits. Few of the girls
are sent by the Police
nowadays, but chiefly
by the Probation Ser-
vice and other Social
Workers, and from a
Roman Catholic Night
Shelter run by the
Society of St Vincent
de Paul where girls
can only stay two
nights and so have to
be “moved on”, and of
course some come via
the grapevine. So

reat is the demand
or beds at Wellclose
House that in the
twenty-four hours
before the visit, five
girls had had to be
turned away through

lack of beds; this is
why as soon as possi-
ble the girls are sent
out to bed-sits, but
still given maximum
support by the staff at
Wellclose House.

Bed linen, night-
wear, slippers, dress-
ing gowns etc which
had been given were
gratefully received.
These items are still
needed in great quan-
tities — bed linen
soon wears out — plus
china, cutlery and
cooking utensils for
the girls movin% to
bed-sits. Wellclose
House needs all this
equipment but most of
all they need our

* Coffee

grayers for the tiring
ut worthwhile work
which is being done
there among the “not
so fortunates” of this
world. The type of girl
has changed but the
need is still there.
They used to be
termed “prostitutes or
girls in moral danger”
and in some ways that
term may be out of
date. ANY homeless
irl is really in moral
anger.

If Miss Solly returns
to Birmingham again
this year she will
gladly take any of
these. Please get in
touch with her at St

Apr

Holloway’s

Incorporating
BUCKELL & BALLARD FINE ARTSand
NICHOLAS AUCTION DEPARTMENT
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
12 High Street, Streatley, RG8 9HY
Tel. Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

Andrew’s.

From our last
collectors' selection

service from

item; Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-sale
inspection and advice. Entries for future sales
Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposes
and at 49 Parsons Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire

The professional alternative to London

lete contents to a single

vited.

We are agents for

ABBEY
NATIONAL
BUILDING SOCIETY
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KATY

IN CAVERSHAM

It’s a boy!
JUST back from
shopping (I write

this just before P

Easter) 1 noticed
one or two interest-
ing things. First,
congratulations to
John and Lindsay
Mullaney on the
birth of a son. John,
as you probably
know, is one of our

editors, which is ;

Erobably why he
ad the good sense
to put a notice in
his bookshop win-
dow — that’s the
kind of thing that

makes Caversham §

this country would
claim to be Christ-
ian, so couldn’t we
ossibly keep what
1s the most impor-
tant day in the
Christian calendar
free from commer-
cial activity? Quite
apart from any-
thing else, it isn’t
fair to shop assis-
tants — in these

still much of a com- [

munity. People are §
genuinely}

interested and it

makes a pleasant

change from the

only news which .

never fails to go the
rounds rapidly —
you know, the kind

of ‘‘Have you
heard, so-and-so’s
died?’’ sort of

thing. Let’s keep
the good news com-
ing in, as well as
the bad.

Good Friday — Or
Is It?

Another thing I
noticed was the
number of shops
opening_ on Good
Friday. Not every-
one will agree with
me when I say I
don’t like it. It’s
one thing for
geople to be able to
buy urgent food
items like bread
and milk, or even
pet food, but quite
another to make
Good Friday yet
another day for a
gorgeous spending
spree. Even these
days a large num-
ber of people in

at all they had
taken over the shop
next door and
turned it into a
gardening shop.
They’ve been two
of the most popular
shops in Caver-
sham, where one
could get any

amount of helpful
advice on pur-
chases. Don Birch,

her vacuum
cleaner, and she
really was most
grateful.

Painting and

Decorating
I for one am very
glad to see a shop
selling paints and
wallpaper back on
St Martin’s pre-
cinct; I popped in

M The late lamented Hardware shop

days, when
employers have
pretty well got
their employees
where they want
them, it would be
difficult to refuse
to work on Good
Friday if asked.

Another

Landmark

Disappears
There has been a
hardware shop in
Church Road ever
since 1914, and
before that it was a
forge — in fact the
old anvil is still in
the back of the
shop. Seventeen
years ago, Roy and
Don Birch, with
their wives, Gill
and Iris, bought the
shop and in no time

* Staff/pupil ratio 1 110

~ Embhley
Park
- School

ROMSEY, HAMPSHIRE SO5 0ZE
Telephone Romsey (0794) 512206

Independent Boys’ School for Boarders
and Day Pupils: Age range 11to 18

* Good general education in small, friendly school
* Boys prepared for GCE at all levels

* Tutorial system with weekly record cards
* Good facilities for sport
* Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme

For prospectus apply to the HEADMASTER

MJZ’NJ

who many will
remember well,
died in 1983 and
now the family
have decided it is
time to retire; alas,
they’ve been
unable to find a
purchaser willing
to carry on the
hardware tradi-
tion. One part of
the shop is to
become a computer
shop, while the fate
of the other is, at
the time of going to
press, unknown.
The shops and
their owners will
be much missed,
but we would like
to thank them for
their excellent ser-
vice all these years
and to wish them
all the best in their
retirement.

More Helpful
Service

Fortunately we
still have a hard-
ware shop in
Caversham; it does
not carry the same
attractive range of
kitchen goods, but
it does give excel-
lent and
knowledgeable ser-
vice. In fact I've
been asked by a
reader to say how
very much she
appreciated the
help of the young
man who owns it. It
seems he recently
went to consider-
able lengths to
enable her to
attach a sander to

—E. S. Archer

the other day and
see they have a
whole stack of
books from which
to order wallpaper.
I don’t know about
you, but I find it
difficult to carry
wallpaper from
Reading and on the
whole the larger
DIY shops seem to
carry a very poor
range of papers
and no opportun-
ity, as far as I can
see, of ordering
anything else. I
welcome the new
shop; if they turn
out to be as
friendly and hel{)-
ful as the people
who used to run
FADS, they’ll be
much appreciated.

Health Foods

In case you've
noticed, Scotts, the
bakers, are now
carrying a very
large and attrac-
tive range of health
foods. With so
much interest
being taken in
these items these
days, I'm sure this,
too, is going to save
many a Caversham
resident a trip into
town.

Shop fronts

I'm glad to see
some shops are
smartening up
their fronts these
days, and parti-
cularly noticed
Parkers, next door
to the new Chinese

# at

restaurant (did we
really need
another?). Work is
going ahead, too,
on Parslows old
shog, which the
bookshop is taking
over; I look for-
ward to seeing that
when it is finished.

Play Groups

I've been having
a word with Pat
Jenkins, supervisor
— for the past 14
years — of the play
group which is held
the Baptist
Church in Prospect
Street, every morn-
ing between 9.15
and 12. It seems
they’'ve suffered a
number of losses
due to youngsters
moving on to prim-
ary schools, and
they would like to
hear from anyone
with a child
between three and
‘five who they
would like to send
along for 60p per
morning. Children
can attend any-
thing between one
and five sessions a
week. They have
attractive and well-
fitted up premises
with plenty of
equipment and a
good staff, so if
you're interested,
don’t hesitate to
ring Pat (478502)
and discuss it. With
nursery school
places in such
short supply, there
would appear to be
a great need for
play groups, so it’s
important to keep
them flourishing.
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The sold sign will
be seen on your house so
much quicker when you
sell your house through the
National Homes Network’s
1,300 offices nationwide
...and at no additional cost whatsoever.

Come and falk fo the professionals today at the following
branches

M‘J—W\l‘
Scotchbrooks
Estate Agents Surveyors Auctioneers

29 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP

Telephone (0734) 585181

7 The Triangle, Tilehurst, Reading RG3 4RN
Telephone (0734) 22128

42 Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AU
Telephone (0734) 478278

64 Wood Lane, Sonning Common, Oxon RG4 9SL
Telephone (0734) 723737

38 Headley Road, Woodley, Reading RG5 4JA
Telephone (0734) 695767

BOOK
AND
TOY SALE

On Saturday May 11
at Church House, Church St
10.30-1.30. Admission 5p

Donations of Books and Toys
welcomed at 21 Hemdean Rise
(Evenings) or on Sale day at
Church House between 9 and
10am
Further Information

470691
PROCEEDS TO CHRISTIAN AID

52

HUGGINS OLIVER & TAYLOR
SOLICITORS

14 Church St, Caversham
- Tel: 477678

CONVEYANCING |

AND ALL OTHER LEGAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN AT REASONABLE COST
FREE QUOTATIONS GIVEN ON REQUEST

823067
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ROUND THE CHURCHES _

NEWS

FROM

THE HILL
CHAPEL

YOU may remember
that last month we
shared something of
the work of Tom
Hamblin, Tom, whose
home is in Reading,
has been working with
the Church in Borneo
for some ten years
now. After hearing his
exciting testimony we
were very pleased to
welcome him to one of
our Sunday morning
services this month.

Amongst other
things, Tom came
armed with a blow-
pipe (but no poisoned
darts!) He told the
children a modern
day parable, set in the
jungles of Borneo.
The children were
captivated as he told
them of a bird who
covered its nest with
one particular kind of
leaf, to protect it from
its enemy, the snake.
It was a very vivid
reminder that only
Jesus can protect us
from our enemy, the
devil.

Following the morn-
ing service we met for
a fellowship lunch in
the old chapel. No, it
wasn't roast beef and
Yorkshire pud for one
hundred! It was a very
simple meal of soup,
bread, cheese and
fruit. As we ate
together it was a good
opportunity for mem-
bers of the “family” to
get to know each other
better, and an offering
was given especially
for the Church in
Borneo.

Housegroups
As well as the Sun-
day Services, many of
us meet together fort-
nightly in house-
groups. There are five

housegroups in the
chapel, meeting at
various locations
around Caversham.
Each group contains
a cross-section of
people — young and
old male and female,
married and unmar-
ried. The meetings

tend to vary quite a lot §
— depending on the @

leader and the
particular needs of
the moment. But
usually there is a time
of Bible
(recently we have
been looking at Col-
ossians), sharing of
the needs of indi-
viduals and, of course,
prayer. We always
squeeze in coffee and
biscuits, too! Like the
ladies coffee morn-
ings, these are often
times of great
encouragement. Many
find it helpful to be
part of a small group
in a home, where it is
easier to get to know
others really well.

Occasionally, in the
summer, a group may
organise a picnic, tre-
asure hunt or walk,
and the rest of the
church can join it. It's
good to have fun
together, as well as
learning to be a more
effective part of God’s
family.

BAPTIST
NEWS

Little time for

boogey-woogey
Following a recent
Sunday evening ser-
vice the Church
Organist, Mr Philip
Bowcock, gave an
interesting and highly
amusing talk by way of
marking the 300th
anniversary of Johann
Sebastian Bach's

Study & X -
B Junior Missionary Collectors at Caversham Heights Methodist Church

L °

LA

with certificates presented recently.

birth. The talk, which
was illustrated, or
otherwise garnished
with recorded
excerpts from the vast
collection of the com-
poser's works which
still exist, revealed
much about his pro-
fessional and private
life. Both seem to
have been a test of
stamina in that as a
church organist and
choirmaster in
various German
cities, Bach was
required to compose
and to perform his
work at services
which appear to have
started at or before
the crack of dawn and
dragged-on for hours
on end. His gluttony
for punishment over-
flowed into the realms
of domesticity in that
he had two wives who
produced no fewer
than twenty children
between them — pre-
sumably music must
have had its charms.

Sally-Ann on safari

In the autumn of
last year features and
reports on Sally-Ann
Ousley appeared in
the ‘‘Caversham

Tpm

EMMER GREEN

HIGHDOWN
SHOW ‘85

IN AID OF SCHOOL FUNDS AND LOCAL CHARITIES
Sponsored by

Scotchbrooks

Estate Agents Surveyors Auctioneers

STREET MARKET & AUCTION

GUILDFORD MARCHING MILITAIRE

RO e RIDEY;JG-S(—)V;Q? I;IOF&IIGHDOWN SHOW CHALLENGE CUP

- ! RRIAGE DISPLAY - PUNCH & JUDY - WEIGHT TRAINING

DISPLAY - APOLLO KARATE CLUB EXHIBITION - ACTION VAN - ARCHERY DISPLAY - FUN CASTLE - FIRE

ENGINES - PONY RIDES - GYMNASTIC DISPLAY - FUN BUS - MARY ROSE EXHIBITION - TEA LAWN
WITH RHYTHM STEEL BAND and FOLK GROUP HIGHDOWN SUPERSTARS

OVER 100 STALLS
GRAND DRAW— 1st PRIZE £100
ENTRANCE 30p CHILDREN & OAP's 20p
HIGHDOWN SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION
819005

MAY 18

Bridge”. Sally-Ann, it
will be recalled, had
been accepted by The
Evangelical Alliance
Relief — TEAR
Fund for service in
Bangladesh where
she was destined to
instruct local people
in the art of weaving
and to act as their
management consul-
tant. Interesting snip-
ets of information on
ally-Ann’s subse-
?uent activities have
1ltered through and
these were brought
together by her
parents, Pat and
Peter, when they gave
a talk, illustrated by
slides taken by Sally-
Ann and her new
found friends in Bang-
ladesh. It was good to
see her again — and
what a delightful pic-
ture she made in her
colourful sari — and
to hear her voice on
tape. It was obvious
that in coming to
terms with a new way
of life with more than
its share of frustra-
tions, disappoint-
ments and difficulties
she was not looking
back.

The End is nigh

It could be the
prophesy of doom but
on this occasion the
end is awaited with
eager anticipation
and expectancy, the
end being the liquida-
tion of the outstand-
ing loans of £8,500 to
the Building Fund.
When the Church
embarked on the
redevelopment of its
premises in 1980 it
was necessary to raise
loans from the Baptist
Union, the Baptist
Building Fund and
from individual
church members. The
loans to the Baptist
Union and the Baptist
Building Fund have
been cleared and it is
the personal loans

which still remain. It

is hoped to clear these
with a Gift Day on May
18 and such is the con-
fidence of the
membership that a
target not of £8,500 but
of £13,000 has been
set. The achievement
of such would not only

—P.J.Bean

clear the loans but
enable a worthy con-
tribution, by way of a
thank offering, to be
made to the Berkshire
Baptist Association’s
‘““Four Churches”
Appeal which is to
finance the establish-
ment of new churches
at Basingstoke, Frim-
ley, Thatcham and
Woodley.

The Gift Day will be
followed by Thanks-
giving Services on the
Sunday when the
preacher will be the
Secretary of the
Berkshire Baptist
Association, the Revd
Gordon Thomas.

ST PETER’S
WIVES
GROUP

FOR their March
meeting a record
number of members
and friends welcomed
Mrs Peggy Makins,
who enthralled the
meeting with the
reminiscences of her
working life as Evelyn
Home.

Members were
reminded of the
Group's activities dur-
ing May to celebrate
its Twenty-first year
and plans are well in

and past members to a
Celebration Party at

on May 21.

ST MARGARET'S

NEWS

Thanksgiving for the
life of Sybil Martyn-
Johns

WHAT better day to
have a thanksgiving
service for the life of
Sybil Martyn-Johns
than the eve of
Mothering Sunday. In
the morning the
flower ladies had fil-
led St Margaret’s with
daffodils and other
sEring flowers, for the
church is always deco-

B rated for this special
# Sunday in Lent. Later
# the flowers are taken
“to anyone in the par-

ish who is felt to need
them. This year the
blooms welcomed the
numerous friends of
Granny Martyn-Johns,
as many affec-
tionately called her,
and added their
beauty to a very lovely
and joyful thanks-
iving for a Christian
ife lived to its very
fullest in every way.

The Annual District
Meeting
Things are happen-
ing at St Margaret’s.
They have been
happening for quite a
while now. Nearly
every Sunday more

people attend the
llam service and
more people are offer-
ing to take part in the
life of the Church, and
there was a very good
attendance at the
Annual District Meet-
ing. Those present
were ﬁlven copies of
Church accounts and
budget so ably kept
and presented by Eric
Foster, treasurer for
many years. It was
reported that there
were sixty-five com-
municants on Sunday
March 3 and that the
Sunday School, now a
year old, was going
from strength to
strength with a team
of twelve helpers. The
Children’s Group,
catering for the next
age range had eleven
members and the
Mapledurham Mob
(for older teenagers)
although only five in
number was a most
enthusiastic bunch of
young people.
Another first report
came from the new
group of bell ringers
who now keep the
bells ringing on Sun-
day. Yes, things are
certainly happening
at Mapledurham.

Highdown’s

£3,000

target

for annual
show on May 18

HIGHDOWN School Fete — now a major show
in its third year has become a very successful
community and family event. This year the
organisers are hoping to attract 5,000 people

and to raise over £3,000.

. It is hoped to be able to

use this to buy extra equipment for the school
and to benefit local charities. 3

The show demonstrates a remarkable exam-
ple of co-operation between 80 or so school staff,

about 150

arents helping, many more who

make contributions and the school pupils. This

year Scotchbrooks are

expected that the show wi

better. There will be

the sPonsors and it is
1 be bigger and
over 100 selling stalls

including a Street Market. Among the other
1S a attractions will be an action Bouncing Castle,
hand to invite present Marching Bands, pony rides and displays of all

kinds.

. There is little doubt that the show is a big
the monthly meeting event in the local calendar and is helping to
benefit the school and local community.

THAMESIDE SCHOOL “SPY IN THE WOODS”

A Scene from “Spy in the Woods"” presented
School

— Photo: E. S. Archer
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ROUND THE CHURCHES

W St Peter’'s Wives

ONCE upon a time —
in fact, just over
twenty-one years ago,
Caversham had a new
Rector, John Grim-
wade. He arrived to
find a Mothers Union
but no Young Wives
Group. He invited five
young wives from dif-
ferent areas of the
Parish to a meeting to
discuss the possibility
of setting up a Group
at St Peter’s. They
decided to go ahead
and went off to per-
suade their friends
and neighbours to
come to an inaugural
meeting at Church
House.

It must be pointed
out that this was also
the time of the infancy
of the Caversham
Bridge, high ecumeni-
cal hopes and the
curacy of the Rev
David Clift. His wife,
the late Mary Clift was
active in the produc-
tion of this newspaper
and was also one of
the founder members
of St Peter’s Wives.

0o

There was a very
promising response
and after much
deliberation it was
decided to start an
open and unaffiliated
Group with no
membership restric-
tions on religious or
marital grounds. The
Group was also to be
called ‘‘St Peter’s
Wives” without the
addition of “Young”.
At that first meeting a
committee was
elected with Barbara
Vowles as its Chair-
man, Jean Fry as
Secretary, Marie
Smith as Treasurer,
Mary Clift for her
general inspiration
and enthusiasm and
last but by no means
least Kathleen Hardy
as Organiser and
Leader of St Peter’s
Playgroup in Balmore
Hall.

Four of the original
committee produced
daughters during the
first I:\l'ear of the Group
and hardly a year has
fone by without at

east one birth to cele-
brate.

The Playgroup
flourished under

STPETER'S WIVES GROUP—2

Kathleen’s leadership
— expanding from one
to four mornings a
week with a healthy
waiting list. Over the
years several others
took their turn at run-
ning the Playgroup
until sadly in the late
1970’s with a falling
birthrate and more
nursery places avail-
able, numbers dwin-
dled until it was no
longer economically
viable. However those
who helped there
made many lastin

1!

—E. S. Archer

have watched cake
icers and flower
arrangers, shared the
pangs of creativity
with authors and
agony aunts, followed
adventurers to far
flung parts of the
globe and learnt of
the J)aSt glories of
Reading Abbey and
the Mary Rose, the
Royal Maundy Service
and peeped into the
Archives of the BBC —
but perhaps the most
enjoyable of all was
the delightfully

friendships and still entertaining glimpse
have the pleasure of into the history of

seeing the wedding
photos and exam suc-
cesses in the local
pafll:ber of some of the
‘“children”.

Apart from sponsor-
ing the Playgroug, St
Peter’s Wives have
raised money, mainly
for local charities, by
holding Bring and Buy
Sales, Jumble Sales,
Clothing Exchanges
and Carol Singing.
Something is given
every year to the Ave-
nue School and dona-
tions have also been
made to Wakefield
Lodge, Ken Thomas
Scanner Appeal, Peg-

ard Trust, Brook-
ield Schaol and the
Sue Ryder Home,
Nettlebed. Other
charities learnt about
at meetings and to
which contributions
have been made are
the Samaritans, the
Red Cross, Multiple
Sclerosis Fund, the
NSPCC, the National
Children's Home,
Save The Children
Fund, the British
Heart Foundation,
RNLI, Guide Dogs for
the Blind, Mary Rose
Trust and the Brother-
hood of the Ascended
Christ in India.

0o

On the lighter side
meetings have ranged
through walks, river
trips, Wild West and
French evenings as
well as the more con-
ventional Dinner
Dances, Barn Dances
and Skittle evenings.
Memorable musical
evenings have been
enjoyed with Barbara
Justham, Peter
Allwood and Derek
Spear. The Group

underwear as Mrs
Hibbert dressed up in
some of her amazing
collection.

oo

In 1964 milk was 10d
a pint and subscrip-
tions were five shill-
ings per year — mem-
bers were char?ed 6d
a session (including
biscuit and orange)
for Playgroup — now
that is 23p and sub-
scriptions are £2 per
annum — the charge
for coffee and biscuits
is 10p — pretty good
value! Many original
members have left the
district, some have
just drifted away or
found something more
pressing or interest-
ing to do on the third
Tuesday of the month
— in spite of this there
are still over forty
members including
the founder members,
who are all twenty-
one years older. New
arrivals to the district
have joined us,
mothers have brought
their daughters along
and daughters have
brought their mothers
along, so the Group
now has an age range
from twenty to sixty-
five plus and is always
ready to welcome new
members.

On this Twenty-first
Birthday may the
Group say thank you
to John Grimwade and
Mary Clift for giving
the original insgira-
tion, to all past Chair-
man and committees
for keeping the Group
%(oing and to Richard

ingsbury for letting
the Group continue
upon its unconventio-
nal way.

ST ANNE’S
NEWS

MARCH brought
the conclusion of
the African Famine
Relief Appeal after
many weeks’' sus-
tained efforts with
varied and inge-
nious fund raising
events. The final
total was £3,515
which was sent as a
cheque.

Another ‘‘final

total” declared this

month was that
raised by the Parish
on behalf of the
Association for the
Propagation of the
Faith over the last
year: £767.10.

After many
parishioners had
signed a petition

BISHOP OF READING

BAPTISED
St Peter’s
March 17

Nicol Lowry
Clare Haydon
Lianne Bennett

St Anne’s
March

Caroline Cullen
Timothy Joyce
Nicola Tonner

MARRIED

St Peter’s

March 9
Neil Mansfield and
Carolyn Higham

March 23
Ricky Goodchild and
Sara Harris

St Anne’s
March

Timothy Collins and
May McDonagh

Bernard Gallagher
and Nora Joyce

FUNERALS

St Margaret’s
March 16

Sybil Martyn-Johns
(Thanksgiving Service)

March 19

against passing the
recommendations
of the Warnock
report on embryo
experimentation
into law, it was good
to hear that both
Reading MPs, Sir
Gerard Vaughan
and Mr Tony
Durant, voted for
Enoch Powell’s
unborn children
(protection) Bill in
its recent reading.

Let’'s hope all
these very success-
ful concrete efforts
of the parish were
equalled by spir-
itual ones and
enriched the great
Easter cele
tions.

!

W The Bishop of Reading with the Rev Adrian Dorber
at St Barnabas' at his licensing on March 25
— Photo: G. Aisbitt
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—WE RECORD

The Rev F. R. S. Byfield

THE death of Francis Byfield
was reported recently. He
was a curate at St Peter’s in
the 1930s. He was born in
1900 and after a short army
career and a spell of
teaching, was ordained in
1929. He had been retired for
12 years and lived in Dorset.

PARISH OF
CAVERSHAM AND
MAPLEDURHAM

ra- s

W Alf Martyn-Johns

CONGRATULA-
TIONS to Alf Mar-
tyn-Johns who was
elected Parish
Churchwarden at
the Annual Parish
Meeting. Among his
local involvements
he is a local JP, cor-
respondent of Kid-
more End Church
Primary School; he
helps to run both
halls in Maple-
durham and is on
the committee of
the Trench Green
Hall and helps with
the Pavilion in
Mapledurham Play-
ing. It was clearly a
good move to join
Mapledurham to

R S

— Photo: Walton Adams

the parish of Caver-
sham!

Mr Martyn-Johns
replaces Mr Bill
Vincent, who
served a splendid
term of nine years,
giving much time
and valuable
experience. His
expertise was much
in evidence during
the interregnum
and it is good to
know that he
remains a member
of the PCC as a
Deanery Synod rep-
resentative.

The other
Churchwarden
elected was Ken
Bennett from St
Peter’s.

EXPERT RE-UPHOLSTERY
BY LOCAL CRAFTSMEN

YOUR 3-PIECE SUITE OR FIRESIDE CHAIR ETC
RECOVERED WITH PERSONAL PRIDE AND

SERVICE

COMPLETE CURTAIN MAKING SERVICE

BLINDS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

SUNDRIES SUPPLIED

FOAM CUSHIONS CUT TO ORDER

Peter Cumming-Bruce | §

PROSPECT FURNISHINGS

Proprietor: H. Ellis

6 Prospect Street, Caversham

Reading RG4 8JG

Tel: (0734) 476565

Car park at rear of shop. Furniture bought and sold




Page Eight

“HELLO, my name's
Pauline and I'm with
Campus Crusade for

AUTO ELECTRICAL AND

MOTOR COMPONENTS Christ. We're doing a
survey on education
LEADING SUPPLIERS OF and Christianity.

ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS

FOR HELPFUL, FRIENDLY SERVICE
AND AUTO ELECTRICAL REPAIRS

FREE ALTERNATOR AND STARTER CHECKS

OPEN: MON/TUE8456.00 WED/SAT 8.45-5.30
THUR/FRI 8.45-6.00 SUNDAY 9.30-12.00

AUTO ELECTRIC & MOTOR COMPONENTS

49 DONKIN HILL CAVERSHAM, READING
BERKSHIRE RG4 0DG

Reading 472175

TRY OUR BATTERY PRICES

STITCHIN' TIME

1 Church Road, Caversham

Would you like to
answer some ques-
tions?” So begins a
typical afternoon at
Reading University,
taking the gospel to
students.

My name is Pauline
Tuttle and I have
been living in Caver-
sham for two years
since I moved to
Reading to work with
Campus Crusade for
Christ. Since Caver-
sham is at the other
side of town to the
University, a daily
bike-ride keeps me

Nr Reading, Berks slim!
Telephone: Reading 478106
Dressmaking fabrics by Liberty of 0o
London I am really a North-
Tana Lawns, Country Cotton Poplins erner; my family lives
Dormeuil, French Cottons, cotton, linen, in Middlesbrough,

Cleveland, and I went
to the University of
Newcastle-upon-
Tyne. It was there
that I met Campus
Crusade for Christ
and through their
ministry gave my life
to the Lord Jesus. I
had always gone to
church, but had never
realised that belong-
ing to Christ required
an active step of com-
mitment on my part. I
was involved in the
work of Campus Cru-
sade for Christ during
the rest of my time at
university and by the
end of three years,
knew that I would not
be happy in any work
other than that of
spreading the gospel.
As Mark 4.21 says:
“Do you bring in a
lamp and put it under
a bowl or a bed?
Instead, don’t you put
it on its stand?” I
wanted to let the light

silk mixtures
Range of haberdashery
Patterns by Vogue, Butterick and Burda
Open 9-5 Mon-Sat

24050
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JORDAN BROS

PLUMBING AND
CENTRAL
HEATING

36 Harrogate Road
Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 473667 or 862266
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HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LTD
D. PICKERSGILL
Typewriters — Adding Machines — Cash Registers
Repairs — Office Supplies and Stationery
12 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM

Telephone 473077 of the gospel shine!
The Lord seemed to
Put yourself in

MILWARDS

SHOES

What could be more fitting ?

000000000200 00000000000000000000000000000000000000

‘SUPREMA’

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

91217
£00000000000000000000000000000q0000000000000000000

ISEND?

be calling me to do
this through Campus
Crusade for Christ, so
in September 1982 I
joined the team in
Reading and
became a South-
erner!

o

For those of you
who are not familiar
with our organisa-
tion, Campus Crusade
for Christ is an
evangelical, interde-
nominational Christ-
ian movement com-
mitted to Christ’s
Great Commission
(Matt 28: 18-20) that
we are to preach the
gospel and make dis-
ciples of all nations.
As the name implies,
we work primarily
amongst students (at
Newcastle, Birming-
ham, Leeds, Reading
and Belfast) but there
are other ministries
too, in schools,
amongst business and
professional people,
acting as a resource
to local churches and
sending people over-
seas to minister using
their vocational
skills. OQur “strategy”
could be described
simply as: Pro-
claiming the gospel,
winning people to
Christ, building
Christians in their
faith and then send-
ing them to be witnes-
ses for Christ in all
walks of life.

Practically, “pro-
claiming” at Reading
means meeting stu-
dents daily in the
halls of residence,
usually using a survey
to help stimulate
thought and discus-
sion, so as to open the
way for a clear
presentation of the
gospel. It may also
mean a public event
or meeting; this term
two Irish ex-terrorists
will be explaining
how their conversion
to faith in Jesus
Christ changed them
to men of peace.

Wi

“Winning” is the
Holy Spirit’s job! But
He uses us in people’s
lives, perhaps over a
period of time, study-
ing the Bible
together, discussing,
building relation-
ships of trust and
love. When a person
puts his or her trust
in Christ, we continue
those relationships so
that the student can
be built up in the
Christian life and
learn some basic
principles of a walk
with the Lord. It isn’t
all study; going to the
theatre together,
days out and attend-

ing church are all
parts of sharing one's
life in a discipleship
context. Although
Caversham is outside
the normal “sphere”
of the University, I
like to bring friends
over to church with
me, and definitely
encourage them to
attend a church in
town regularly.

One exciting thing
about sharing the
good news at Univer-
sity is that you meet
many foreign stu-
dents. Last year a girl
from Thailand and
one from Singapore
gave their lives to
Christ and have now
returned to their own
countries, to live out
their new faith there.
It's lovely to be able
to reach other parts
of the world in such a
way.

oo

Growing up in the
Lord involves us in
witnessing for Him,
so there comes a time
when the girls I'm
working with accom-
pany me in speaking
to others. We run a
weekly course in how
to share our faith
and live in the power
of the Holy Spirit,
which is usually a
great help to all who
come along. It's a very
practical course and
will be taught as part
of “God’s World Con-
gress”, December 28,
1985-January 2, 1986.
If you are in the 16-30
age bracket, why not
join us?

The “we” I've men-
tioned from time to
time refers to my four
team-mates in Read-
ing, one of whom —
Juliet — shares a
house with me in
Caversham. The five
of us meet weekly as a
team to pray, plan
and study the Bible
together. I can see
how the Lord uses the
different gifts He has
given us to comple-
ment each other and
build up His body.

Campus Crusade for
Christ has sixty full-
time staff nationwide

and we meet together
twice a year for
fellowship and bibli-
cal training. Our
national headquar-
ters is in Friar Street,
Reading, so do con-
tact us if you would
like more informa-
tion about our work.

([

As a member of the
larger Christian
family, I have greatly
appreciated the
fellowship at Caver-
sham Baptist Free
Church. It is lovely to
meet for worship with
Christians of all ages
and I enjoyed getting
to know fellow-
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WHOM SHALL

believers from other
Caversham churches
during the Lent
groups this year.

1 have been learn-
ing recently the
importance of being
like Christ, letting the
Holy Spirit produce
Christ-like qualities
in me. Our witness in
words must always be
backed up by a wit-
ness in character and
my prayer is that the
Lord will make me,
and all His people
locally, more like
Him daily.

So that’s a little
about me and the
work of Campus Cru-
sade for Christ. Next
time you see a figure
setting off by bike in
the early afternoon,
heading in a direc-
tion across town, why
not say hello?

Telephone (0734) 476026

R.CHANDLER

PAINTER AND
DECORATOR

4 Pembroke Place
Caversham, Reading

Estimates free

MELJON

EXTENSIONS —

ALTERATIONS

HOUSE REPAIRS

DECORATING

READING 475253 or GORING
873040

70a Oakley Road, Caversham

RAY GALLAGHER

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention NO job too
small

Telephone Reading 475599
1 Kirkham Close,

Caversham Park Village, ReadingJ
91051

BEAUTICIAN

kK
BRIDES A SPECIALITY
kR

LEG WAXING AND
FACIALS
*h K

VERY REASONABLE
RATES

RosematyBailey

Tel: Reading 470951

97201

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Digging, fencing, hedge

trimming, lawn cutting,

planting, pruning and
weeding

Trees, shrubs and gar-

den sundries can be
supplied

N. H. HILL

Tel: Reading 580265
evenings only

Competitive rates for
regular and one-off jobs

D. W. MORRIS

CARPET
FITTER

Old carpets readapted, |
vinyls, etc
Carpets, upholstery,
cleaned on site or hire
machine

FREE ESTIMATES
9 Mayfield Drive,

Caversham
Telephone 479280
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BRIDGE TO THE EAST
A THIRD river bridge to the east of
the borough boundary is now the
choice of Caversham Residents’
Association. A vote taken at the
Annual General Meeting showed this
very decisively, though of the two
possible positions, opinion was
divided, as it was difficult for lay
people to be aware of all the factors
to be taken into consideration. It was
finally agreed that the less intrusive

of the two should be supported.

A solitary vote
went in favour of a
bridge to the West,
and there were a
few members who
preferred not to see
a bridge at all.
These were chiefly
influenced by the
fear that another
bridge would
attract extra traffic
and would spoil the
rural character of
Caversham.

On the cross-town
route, a vote was
taken on the Caver-
sham Road section
and this led to a
firm majority in
favour of four lanes
even thou%h it
involved the felling
of plane trees.
However, the
minority opposed to

this choice was
sufficient enough to
warn any council to
give re-planting
priority and to miti-
gate any other
disadvantages as
far as possible.

The County Coun-
cil conclusion that
what is required is
a local bridge for
local needs is based
on the results of the
survey they carried
out and anyone
refuting these
would have prob-
lems producing
alternative figures.
Those who insist
that the bridge and
cross-town route
should cater for a
heavy increase in
future traffic are

24-HOUR SERVICE .

relined.

N. G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

ALTERATION
TAILORS

EEN 55 CHURCH STREE T i
CAVERSHAM

Telephone: 479378

* SHORTEN TROUSERS OR SLEEVES AND
MINOR ALTERATIONS

* Mens Dress Hire, Invisible Repairs, Coats

519006
el

probably living in
cloud cuckoo land.

oth documents
emphasise that “the
Reading Highways
Strategy is based on
an explicit proviso
that unrestrained
traffic growth can-
not — and should
not — be catered
for”.

This cannot be
said too often. The
unrestricted use of
the private car is
already making
urban life intoler-
able. Towns have
been ripped apart
to cater for it.
Whether moving or
stationary it is
greedy for space.
When town centres
simply become the
centres of a huge
roundabout, when
the nearest place to
park your car is
your own garden if
you have one big
enough, or what-
ever inches of kerb
side you can lay
claim to if you
haven’t and which
you are terrified to
move from in case
someone else snaf-
fles it, the position
will have been
reached when we
shall demolish our
towns in order to
get in and out of
them and to park
our vehicles to do
business with any
firms or organisa-
tions that have man-
aged to stay in
them.

THE QUICK AND
THE DEAD

Another matter
that was brought up
by a member speak-
ing from the floor at
the Annual General
Meeting and which
immediately
attracted mass sup-
port, was the short
amount of time
allowed for pedes-
trians to cross the

RESIDENTS’
VIEWPOINT

By WATCHDOG

young, fit and first
off the mark, you
will not get across
in the allotted time.
If one of these con-
ditions is missing
you stand a good
chance of being
mown down. Motor-
ists, and parti-
cularhy those who
regard the flashing
yellow lights as
meaning pedes-
trians are fair game
once more, may fret
and fume if the
eriod is extended,
ut the poor pedes-
trian, who is gra-
dually being forced
to cross at the
particular spot,
whether it is conve-
nient or not,
deserves at least
enough time to
make the journey in
safety.

===

It was gleasing to
see pedestrians
having priority on
the highway when
Stan Eldon’s
thousands came
pouring over Caver-
sham Bridge. A few
pea-brained motor-
ists still managed
not to get the mes-
sage and were
amazed to find both
bridges closed. A
lorry driver, unable
to turn his large
vehicle round,
resigned himself to
watching the race
from the grand-
stand view of his
cab, and almost
looked as if he was
enjoying it.

C.E.BUCK

The meeting was
also saddened to
hear of the death

two days earlier of |

Charles Buck.
Charles was a for-
mer Chairman of
the Association and
one of his last pub-
lic acts was to audit

its accounts. This |

it was not surpris-
ing to find someone
whose wide-ranging
interests all stem-
med from his desire
to serve the com-
munity in which he
lived, playing a
leading part in his
local Residents’
Association. Char-
lie’s characteristic
as a chairman was
to get through the
agenda in good time
and with good
humour. He is going
to be sadly missed
in many organisa-
tions. Such as he
are the salt of the
earth.

HEMDEAN
VALLEY

Cheers loud and
long rose as the
news went round
that the application
to build on land
adjacent to the
built-up area of
Hemdean Road had
been refused on
appeal. This site
already has outline
consent, so we have
not heard the last of
applications to
build there, but the
news is cheering
because of its
implications for the
bigger site which
has not even got
outline consent. At
the time of going to
press the date of the
Public Inquiry has
not been
announced.
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Visit Caversham'’s exciting new
gift shop, situated less than 100
yards from Caversham Bridge and
close to 3 free car parks. Choose
from our extensive range

Pictures and picture framing —

cards and gift wrapping — china —

glass — silver and enamelled jewellery —
collectors thimbles and accessories —
Lymington glass mystiques —
photograph frames.

We offer a gift wrapping service and are
pleased to take Access or Barclaycard.

5 CHURCH ROAD CA
Telephone (0734)] 471¢

AVERSHAM %OOKSHOP

35 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING

Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

5118

SHAKLEE

FREE FACIAL
IN HOME DEMONSTRATIONS FOR YOU
AND YOUR FRIENDS
Contact: RITA NASH
Telephone 481693

Evenings/weekends

“NATURAL PRODUCTS"”
(Animal Free)

513004

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. 173564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

CRAWFORD &
LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 585181

25184

road at the crossing newspaper carried
in Church Street. a fuller tribute to
Everyone agreed Charles, so here
that unless you are suffice it to say that

Caversham to lose
another Priest

AS we go to press we hear of the move of the Revd
Graham Lynch-Watson, priest-in-charge at Caver-
sham Park, where he has been since 1977. Graham
will take up the position of priest-in-charge of St
Paul's, Warwick and will be commissioned there
on Tuesday, July 16 at 8pm. His last service here
will be on Sunday, July 7. A full a?lpreciation of
Janegnd Graham Lynch-Watson will appear next
month.

G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs
throughout Southern England

Formation of complete forests

Care and maintenance of trees a speciality

Careful, tidy work

s Insti of Foresters of Great Britain

27 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham, Reading

Telephone 471124
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Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local funeral director

Should you wish to telephone there is an
experienced member of our staff available 24
hours a day to offer advice

114-116 OXFORD ROAD,
READING
Telephone 52016 (day or night)

Chapels of Rest Monumental Masonry

——SUNDAY SERVICES IN MAY——

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am PARISH COMMUNION
11.15am Holy C (Istand 3rd d
11.15am Matins (2nd and 4th Sundays)
6.30pm Evensong

St John's

8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am FAMILY EUCHARIST
11.00am Children's Service (1st Sunday)

St Andrew's k

8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am FAMILY EUCHARIST

11.15am Holy Communion (not 3rd Sunday)
11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday)

6.30pm Evensong

St Barnabas’
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)
11.00am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday only)
4.30pm Evensong (1st Sunday only)
St Margaret's, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am PARISH COMMUNION
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
10.30am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service
CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am FAMILY COMMUNION (1st and 3rd Sundays)
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CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service

METHODIST
Caversham, Gosbrook Road
11.00am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service
Caversham Heights
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday only)
11.00am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service

ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Anne's
9.00am, 11.00am (also Saturdays 5.30pm)
Our Lady of Caversham
8.30 and 10.30am, 5pm Mass
St Martin's School
9.15am Mass

Mapledurham House
6.00pm Mass (last Sunday)

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

There is no URC in Caversham. The nearest is in York Road over
Caversham Bridge.

Morning worship 11am

Evening worship 6.30pm

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
meet at the Friends’ Meeting House in Church Street (Reading) for
worship at 10.45am. There are classes for children at the same time.

PROSPECT ENGRAVING
PROSPECT TROPHIES

1 CHESTER STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 471609

General engravers. hand and machine work, also glass
engraving. Speedy service, competitive prices. Trophies
supplied for all sports. A good supply always in stok.
Friendly, personal service from the family business you
canrely on
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1968

25186

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

Offers to

1 Give help in a domestic emergency

2 Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely and/or
housebound

3 Provide emergency transport

If you are in need of help
OR CAN OFFER TO HELP OTHERS,
Please telephone Reading 483466 — office now open at
Caversham Care Centre, Church House Caversham
Monday-Friday 9.30am-11.30am

MORNING WORSHIP (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Fortnightly study groups in Caversham. Tel: 475783.

ON FRIDAY, February
8, Queen Anne’s held a
conference on Northern
Ireland which was
attended by about one
hundred and eighty sixth
formers from schools in
the area.

The Conference
opened with short talks
by Mr Edward Bickham
Lady Ewart-Biggs an

Lord Hylton, which pro-
vided an outline of the
current situation and
some account of con-
tinuing attempts at
reconciliation, and
underlined the fact that
the problem is one which
involves everyone in the
United Kingdom, not
only those who happen
to live in Northern
Ireland.

These talks were fol-
lowed by an hour when
the young people
divided into a dozen
small discussion groups

each led by an adult with
a particular knowledge
of, or interest in, the
Northern Ireland prob-
lem. For many this was
the most valuable part of
the proceedings because
it not only enabled them
to gain more accurate
information on the sub-
ject but, by giving them
an opportunity to
express their own opin-
ions, it encouraged them
to clarify their own
ideas.

After supper there was
an open forum when a
panel, on which the main
speakers were joined by
some of the group lead-
ers whose experience

ualified them to speak
rom the inside on the
attitudes of the
Churches, the Media and
Educationalists,
answered questions pre-
pared earlier by the

Queen Anne’s sixth
form conference

groups. Supglementary
uestions and comments
rom the floor were wel-
comed and there was a
eat deal of lively and
interesting discussion on
subjects ranging from
the advantages and
disadvantages of secta-
rian education to the
responsibilities of the
media, and from the
importance of religion to
thenpart played in the
conflict by class.

It is not to be expected
that at such a conference
anyone will offer a blue

rint for the solution of

orthern Ireland’s prob-
lems, but, in as far as it
helps to grevent those of
us who live here from
brushing those problems
under the carpet and
promotes awareness and
concern, we feel that it
served a valuable
purpose.
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