
LOOKING IN 
ATTHE 

LIBRARY 
THE idea of ~ library bei_ng a place simply to 
~orrow a book 1s so old fashioned. Katy mentioned· 
m last _month's '_'Bridge" yet another facet to its 
many-sided services and prompted a visit to the 
Cayersham branch to see how they have been 
do1!1g under Mrs Mary Kendall. She has just 
fimshed her first year as librarian. 

Mrs Kendall has 
worked for the 
county at the Slough 
branch, but 
immediately before 
coming to Caver­
shamj was with the 
Mobi e Library for 
the Housebound for 
five years. She 
found this most 
rewarding and it is 
splendid that such a 
system exists to 
help those who can­
not leave home. In 
five years one can 
make a lot of 
friends and Mrs 
Kendall will surely 
have been missed 
by her many regu-
1 a r s when the 
opportunity to 
extend her work 
experience came in 
the move to Caver­
sham. Mary is a shy 
but warm person 
clearly knows what 
she wants and 
works well with her 
full-time and part­
time staff. The 
atmosphere is good ; 
friendliness and 
helpfulness are the 
order and Mary 
Kendall has welded 
the team into a use­
ful working unit. It 
is sad that Barbara 
Austin is leaving for 
the Midlands after 
18 months service 
where her talents as 

designer have been 
so well used in the 
displays. 

Room to 
manoeuvre 

Since the altera­
tions were made 
inside the library, 
more space has 
become available. 
Here exhibitions 
can be mounted and 
regular visitors 
must have been 
impressed by them. 
They are not only 
organised by the 
library but by other 
interested groups 
wanting to put ov.er 
views and facts that 
will be of interest. 
These exhibitions, 
although for the 
most part using 
books from the lib­
rary 's own stock 
also include mate'. 
rial and books spe­
cially published for 
the purpose, eg the 
Caversham Adult 
Centre. Other dis­
plays have covered 
Keep Fit, Holidays, 
Best Novels, Public­
ity, Children ' s 
Books and there is 
plenty of space on 
the units for picto­
rial additions. A 
recent eye-catching 
exhibition by pupils 
from Thames1de 

- The hours of · 
opening are: 

MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

9.30-1.00 
2.00-7.00 
9.30-1 .00 
2.00-7.00 

WEDNESDAY CLOSED 
ALLDAY 

THURSDAY 9.30-1.00 

FRIDAY 
2.00-7.00 
9.30-1.00 
2.00-7.00 

SATURDAY 9.30-1.00 
2.00-5.00 

Photocopying is 
also available 

School showed a 
variety of book­
marks, book jackets 
and book plates all 
made by the chil­
dren themselves. 
Always more space 
could be used. 
Local publicity 
never appears to be 
refused as is appa­
rent when you face 
the crowded 
noticeboard. The 
new "diary of 
events" could also 
be good if used 
fully. 

Starting Young 
Children are 

catered for ; though 
their part of the lib­
rary 1s small, it is 
certainly well used. 
Play groups are 
invited to visit and 
decorations and 
quizzes fill up the 
wall space. Every 
Monday morning for 
half-an-hour from 
11am there is "Story 
Time " for pre ­
school children (a 
special Christmas 
party for them was a 
great success) . 
Local playgroups 
are encouraged to 
run their own story­
time. There is even 
a small toy box to 
entertain the very 
young. 

School visits are 
frequent and take 
place with an 
mtroduction to the 
books in the library 
and an explanation 
of the method of 
issuing. A story 
(preferably about a 
library) is read and 
a game included for 
first visits. Older 
schoolchildren 
come and find out 
how the classifica­
tion scheme works. 
Plans for summer 
activities are well 
in hand. 

For the file ... 
The collation of 

statistics has a 
fascination for 
some, and as they 
are a necessary 
return for the job 

Read in 4,000 homes 

PRICE 14p 

• Staff at the ready for another day's work - Photo : E. s. Archer 

• One of the library's displays 

may be of interest. 
(Year to 31.3.84). 
There are 10 ,000 

plus regular 
borrowers, 30,000 
books in stock, 
260 ,000 books 
issued , 2 ,350 
requests - for spe­
cial books. 

The cassette library 
is increasing in 
popularity and 
there are 1,500 in 
stock. The charge 
for borrowing 1s 
30p. 

The "new book" list 
is revised every 
two months. Dur­
ing this period the 
change over of 
tickets and tokens 
was standardised 
with the rest of the 
county. 

And for the future 
In a recent "Com­

ment" in the Times 

(15 .5.84) , Gillian 
Tindall , writing 
sadly about a recent 
librarians' confer­
ence , sa id that 
words like "quality" 
and " balanced 
intake" and "educa­
tion " have been 
usurped by "service 
to community " 
"user-friendly" and 
"free access to the 
source of informa­
tion". As resources 
are not infinite a 
choice must be 
made so that older 
values are not lost 
in pursuit of new 
ones . Ideas do 
change and so do 
values, and it is up 
to all those who use 
library services to 
see that standards 
are kept high. I 
think they are in 
Cavers ham. 

ST MARGARET'S 
MAPLEDURHAM 

PATRONAL 
FESTIVAL 

EUCHARIST 
FRIDAY JULY 20 

At 7.30pm 
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TALKING 
POINT 

By GRAHAM LYNCH-WA rsdN 
CAVERSHAM PARK VILLAGE CHURCH 

PUBLIC 
PRAYERS 

OU~HT W~ to brin& a critical eye to bear upon the prayers we 
use !n public worship? For my own part, I believe we should. 
For mstance, I find myself troubled and in need of help over a 
familiar versicle and response such as: 

Minister: Lord in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer 

These and similar responses are 
widely used in public worship by all 
the major Christian denominations. 
What picture of God is suggested by 
such phrases? Is it not the picture of 
a God who is a reluctant listener? A 
God whose elbow you and I have to 
nudge - "O come on, please hear our 
prayer". Does not the petition "Hear 
our prayer" suggest that there is at 
least a possibility that God may not 
hear our prayer? A possibility that 
God may not be paying attention and 
needs a tug of the sleeve from you 
and me? 

Is this what we really believe as 
Christians? How can this be squared 
with our Christian conviction that 
God is "always more ready to hear 
than we to pray"? To me it smacks of 
Elijah taunting the prophets of Baal 
and telling them to shout louder to 
pr_oduce results, because their god 
might be out hunting, or on a jour­
ney, or sound asleep. 

Some may ask "Well what would 
you use instead in public interces­
s_ion ?" Here is one tentative sugges­
tion. Suppose, when the time came 
th~ leader of the prayer began by 
brtefly and factually stating some 
need o~ concern for which prayer 
was bemg asked. Having given his 
facts, he might then leave a minute 
or two of silence in which all could 
pray in their own manner. Then he 
mights say, as a versicle: 

"Father we thank you that you 
have heard us" 

To which the response might be: 
"And we know that you hear 

us always". 
And so on to the next short state­

~ent of need, followed by another 
silence and a similar versicle and 
response. Does not this somewhat 
better express the faith of the 
Gospels? 
. A~d then again, I find myself 

s1mllarly troubled in spirit over a 
phrase such as this from the Inter­
cession in the Holy Communion Ser-

vice (Rite A) of the Anglican Alterna­
tive Service Book: 

" Hear us as we remember 
those who have died in the faith of 
Christ . . . according to your prom­
ises grant us with them a·share in 
your eternal kingdom". 
Why, I ask myself, should I be 

bidden week by week to remember 
only those who have died in the faith 
of Christ, the faithful departed? 
Couldn't one argue that the faithful 
departed may stand in rather less 
need of our prayerful commemora­
tion than those whose faith was 
decidedly shaky or even (to the 
human eye) non-existent? 

This preoccu~ation with the faith­
ful departed 1s reflected in the 
Church's Calendar. Only recently did 
I learn that the "Commemoration of 
All Souls" (November 2) or All Souls' 
Day as it is more generally known, is 
in fact intended solely as a Com­
memoration of the Faithful 
Departed. Naive and ignorant, I had 
supposed that All Souls' Day meant 
just that, All Souls' Day. I had sup­
posed it was a day on which Christ­
ians held, in a wide and loving 
embrace of prayer, all those count­
less millions whose earthly exist­
ence had been terminated by physi­
cal death. The books all insist I was 
mistaken in that belief. 

However, those of you who may 
have sympathy with my own view­
point, take heart! Search diligently 
in your Alternative Service Book for 
page 336. There, at the foot of the 
page, among the funeral prayers is 
this petition. To my mind, it is to be 
preferred to that which we are bid­
den to use Sunday by Sunday. It reads 
simply: 

Lord, we ~ommend all those 
who have died to your unfailing 
love, that in them your will may be 
fulfilled i and we pray that we may 
share with them in your eternal 
Kingdom; through Jesus Christ 
Our Lord. 
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• A few of the sey~ral ~undred walkers who took part in this year's Christian 
Aid sponsored walk on May 10 - Photo Peter Sear 

• Ju~ith Clark pre:5enting a bouquet to Mayore~s Mrs Jewitt when the Mayor, 
C~unc1llor Ron. Jew1tt, ~pened the a~nual F~od fair at St John's. This year the Fair 
raised £166. With them 1s Rev Alan Wilson, pnest-m·charge at St John's, who this year 
will be Mayor's Chaplain. - t'!1oto Peter Sear 

STAN ELDON SPORTS 

FOR YOUR BACK TO 
SCHOOL WEAR 

LARGE SELECTION OF 

Football boots (screw-ins 
and moulded), hockey 
boots, rugby jerseys, 
football jerseys, shorts, 

socks, skirts, blouses, 
tracksuits, sweatshirts 

STOCKIST OF ALL 

HIGHDOWN KIT 

AND MANY 

OTHER SCHOOLS 

STAN ELDON SPDRTS 
ST MARTINS CENTRE, CAVERSHAM 

Telephone: READING 473588 
BARCLAYCARD AND ACCESS WELCOME 
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TOBE 
ORNOT 
TOBE? 

• The Priory c. 1875, then kept in good order and unlike 
the descriptions of it in the accompanying art icle. 
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~ GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES i 
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.., Sales and Service Always 1
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CURTAINS 
FITTED CARPETS 

PELMETS 
LOOSE COVERS 

John Kilcher & Son Lid 
Carpets cleaned on site 

Sa CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM 
Telephone 472306 

SHOULD the priest at Caver­
sham be re-housed? Or should 
his present dwelling place at 
Buckside, Caversham be 
improved? These were questions 
that plagued some people in the 
village for many years. In fact 
from 1804 until 1844 when the 
matter was finally resolved. The 
story of those forty years of 
arguing and changing of plans is -
all set down in correspondence 
belonging to Christ Church, 
Oxford. • Cave/sham Rectory around 1900 

It begins a few years 
after the death of 
Caversham's priest, 
the Reverend Peter 
Vatas, in 1800. There 
was obviously a dis­
cussion about the new 
incumbent's living 
accommodation; for a 
l ette r, dated 1804, 
states that Peter Vatas 
had lived in a property 
that once belonged to 
the Bri!lhams, who 
were originally the 
first lay rectors of 
Caversham. Thomas 
Brigham, cofferer to 

ffi~n'taJe
1
;!h!~qufeec~ 

·tory estate from the 
Crown after the 
Dissolution of the 
Monasteries. Later 
members of the family 
built a house on some 
of their estate land at 
Canons ' End (now 
Cane End) and lived 
there. Their fine old 
home is now called 
Cane End House. 

The next letter from 
Caversham (1809) asks 
Christ Church if they 
would consider buying 
two adjoining cottages 
for the priest. Back 

came the reply that a 
recent fire at the col­
lege had caused a 
great deal of ex{'ense 
over repairs and 1t was 
not possible to do any­
thing for the present. 

Time passed and the 
poor 1ncumbent's 
house was in a bad 
way. Dry rot had got 
into the drawing room 
and was rapidly con­
suming the wamscot. 
According to the letter 
it would soon spread 
into the beams. The 
cost of dealing with 
this matter was esti­
mated at fourteen 
pounds. In fact it 
proved to be greater. 

•• 
•• 

Again the months 
went by, the years rol­
led on. Then early in 
1837 a new idea was 
suggested from Caver­
sham. Could not the 
tenants of the Priory, 
also Christ Ch urch 
property, be given 
notice and it used for 
the curate (as he was 
now called) while a 
new house was built or 

D.H. WATTS 
228 GOSBROOK ROAD, CA VERSHAM 
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YOUR LOCAL GROCER 
Why not call and see our large stock of 

Grocery, Fruit and Greengrocery? 
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TELEPHONE READING 471731 

Walton Adams 
& Son Limited 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Telephone Reading 477904 

the old one repaired '/ 
The Priory tenants 
were two Miss Cows­
lades. 

Another year 
elapsed when in May 
1838 the Dean and 
Chapter received a 
letter from the 
Rev e rend Richard 
Roberts , curate of 
Caversham. in which 
he asked, " ls the pro­
posal to repair or 
rebuild the parsonage 
given up?" He went on 
to say that be had 
heard that nothing of 
the kind was now 
going on and that if the 
scheme was aban­
doned he would have 
to give up the parish. 

The letter from poor 
Richard Roberts 
seems to have got 
things moving again. 
His house was 
examined and Christ 
Church told that new 
gutters and tiles were 
needed for the room. 
The chimney needed 
repairs. A new beam 
was required to sup­
port the ceilin~ in one 
room. All wrndows 
and wainscots "which 
are numerous" wou ld 
need replacing. The 
cost of the operation 
was to be in the region 
of two hundred and 
seventy five pounds! 

•• •• 
In September of that 

year the Priory was 
also inspected by the 

·1ocal build e r Mr 
Johnson. He did not 
think the expense of 
restoring the Priory 
was worthwhile. It was 
damp and inconve­
nient. He suggested 
patching ii up for filly 
pounds and letting it 
on a long lease or pull­
ing it down and 
rebuilding it. 

Things began to hap­
pen! A letter from the 
Dean and Chapter on 
November 12 stated 
that they intended to 
rebuild th e Priory , 
presumably for use as 
a parsonage . Then 
ca111 e a letter from 
Caversham (June 1839) 
saying that Christ 
Church had fixed the 1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
WEDDING AT HOME PASSPORT 

,.,.. I 
rent for the Priory too 
high for the Reverend 
Richard Roberts. Re 
had on ly a stipend of 

· seventy-five pounds 
yearly and to pay sixty 
of it for rent was 

~------------------ u nth in ka ble . Back 

came the reply, The 
Priory was actually 
worth a rent of 
seventy-five pounds 
per annum! However 
Mr Roberts could have 
it for sixty. It was sug­
gested he let hi s 
present abode for fif­
teen pounds when he 
moved into the Priory 
thus giving him thirty 
pounds a year to live 
on! 

By September it had 
been suggested the 
rent should be raised 
to eighty pounds! The 
letter from Oxford 
said there was a good 
SU{'ply of water to The 
Prtory but as yet no 
water c lo set. One 
might be added! The 
house, they wrote, was 
not quite finished . 

Church. Two hou se 
plans were drawn up. 
One was plain, sq uare 
and of red brick and 
for a furth er on e 
thousand pounds all 
rooms in this house 
could be made a foot 
larger each way. The 
other was a design in 
Gothi c style, no doubt 
to complement the 

~:;i dG:~bci~-i~str:~ 
Simonds, Caversham's 
lay rector, who lived 
nearby. 

•• 
•• 

VANDERPUMP & 
WELLBELOVE 

and Wellesley-Smith & C9 

CHARTERED 
SURVEYORS 

AUCTIONEERS 
AND ESTATE AGENTS VALU ERS 

Sales of AntiQue Furniture and Or her Effects 

6 STATION ROAD, READING 
Telephone 53211 and branches 

~rg¥:.~~t!~i E. & it:STA(:EY 7'·=,c_:, __ :_l,:: Eykyn, was advancing Proprietor: Capr David Clark {rer} ~ • • half the cost of build- 257 PEPPARD ROAD 
ing the Rectory pro- EMMER GREEN READING O O vided the Dean and ' rJ 
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the ground s. The wri - ~ 
ter was the Reverend 
H. Poyntz and he indi-
cated he was no longer 
int eres ted in the 

cu\~1f&in a few weeks 
yet another cleric , the 
Reverend Latward , 
had also decl ined the 
living. 

By March 1840 the 
prese nt c urat e of 
Caversham h ad 
resigned and by April 
the Priory was sti ll 
empty "and the privies 
unusable"! 

The old Christ 
Church cottage a t 
Bucks id e was once 
a~ain ins{'ected with _a 

f~~1h!
0
in

1
c~~b~~~gb~[ 1 

the material was of lit- 1 
tie use and the wall s 

~~lth
0
enfoub;J~fio~;~~ ' 

Oint. lt was now 1841. 
Finally, in J anu ary 

1843, it wa s stated 
"that the Dean and 
Chapter h a d n o 
alternative but to 
present to the living a 
clerk who would be 
compellable to erect a 
suitable house". That 
cleric was th e 
Reverend J oshua Ben-
n e tl , a Perp e tu a l 
Curate of Christ 

35 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING 
Telephone Reading 482800 

Genera l Fiction - Science Fiction - Class ic Litera ture - The 
Social Sciences - Open Univers ity Text - Languages and 
Linguist ics - Dict ionaries and Reference Books - Pr?ct1cal 

Manuals - The Arts and Cra fts - Le isu re and Span 

ALSO A 

COMPREHENSIVE RELIGIOUS SECTION 

Bibles - Theology - Commentaries - Prayer Books -
Religious Books for Children . 

ALSO A 

LARGE CHILDREN 'S SECTION 

In addi tion to stocking a wide variety of ch ildren s books . w e 
shall be pleased to offer advice 011 the cho ice of books for you r 
ch ild ren based on our experience 111 various fie lds of educauon 
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AUTO ELECTRICAL AND 
MOTOR COMPONENTS 

LEADING SUPPLIERS OF 
ALI YOUR MOTORING NEEDS 

FOR HELPFUL, FRIENDLY SERVICE 
AND AUTO ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

FREE AL TERNA TOR AND STARTER CHECKS 
MON/TUE 8.45-6.00 

OPEN ~E~Rf : :: ~tro 
SUNDAY 9.30-12.00 

AUTO ELECTRIC & MOTOR COMPO N ENTS 
49 DONKIN Hill CAVERSHAM, READING 

BERKSHIRE RG4 0OG 

eading 47217 

W. N. & E. FISHER LTD 
Building Contractors 

AL TERA TIONS, EXTENSIONS 
AND DECORATIONS 

EMMER GREEN, 

READING 

TEL: 471595 

PREMIER SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
D.O.T. AD.I. 

Free pick-up service 
Dual con trolled cars 

Very competit ive rates 

Don't de lay-phone todayll 

READING 583897 ANY TIME 
"'" 

Put yourself in 

AROUND this 
time of the year 
there is a posi­
tive outbreak of 
events in Caver­
sham which find 
me meeting so 
many people I 
know that all 
thou~hts of 
retinng to a 
romantic roses­
round-the-door 
cottage in the 
country go 
flying out of the 
window and I 
get a real sense 
of "belonging" 
here . Caver­
sham , despite 
its faults, is , 
thank heavens, 
still very much 
of a real com­
munity. 

OD 

Save the 
Children Week 

May began 
with the Save 
the Children 
Fund Week. I 
wish I c ould 
claim to have 
played an active 
part, but I did 
turn out on the 
Saturday, first 
to Church 
House for bar­
gains - and I'm 
most impressed 
by the SCF ' s 

MILWARDS 
SHOES 

What could be more fitting? 

.... ..... ..... ... .................................... . . . . 
l 1SUPREMA' ~ . . . . 
• OFFERS ! 

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST : 
AND AT KEENEST PRICES : 
WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT : . . . . 32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM . 

91711 : . ... ... .•.. ...•..............•......••..••...•..••• 

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES 

YOUR LOCAL 
DECORATOR 

M. LEWINGTON 

2 Priest Hill 
Caversham 
Reading 

Reasonable rates on all 
interior and exterior decorating 

Telephone 
Reading 
479642 -, 
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KATY IN 
CAVERSHAM 

are doing their 
best in the diffi­
cult field of 
employment 
these days. 
Mark Johnstone, 

own products -
and then to St 
Martin's pre­
cinct in time to 
see some gentle­
man apparently 
being guillo­
tined. I didn't 
stop for the rest 
of the " enter­
tainment" but I 
gather a good 
time was had by 
all. 

OD 

The Acts 

Other events 
I didn't, alas, 

get to St John's 
Food Fair, now 
established as 
an annual event, 
but I did man­
age the High­
down Fete, as 
good as ever and 
fortunately not 
marred this 
time by the 
weather, and to 
a number of cof­
fee mornings , 
bring-and-buy 
sales etc. I do 
sometimes get 
real bargains, 
but mostly I 
enjoy them for 
the chance of 

the young son of 
lives with her a friend of mine, 
husband Cyril, has set up in 
at E Ii z abet h business repair­
House, so we ing and servic­
shall still be . ing motorcycles; 
seeing her in young as he is, 
Caversham, and he has had seve­
we hope to have ral years' ex­
news of Penny perience with a 
before our next local firm and is 
issue of the now fully com­
"Bridge". petent to deal 

- with all kinds of 
OD bikes from 50cc 

to 1300cc. His 
workshop is at 

Calling 19 Ardler Road 
motorcyclists and the phone 

It ' s great to 
hear of 
enterprising 
youngsters who 

number is 
476905 . Good 
luck to him - he 
deserves to do 
well. 

The next week 
came the third 
part of the Acts 
of the Apostles 
at the Baptist 
Free Church. 
I'm sure this 
will be fully 
reported else­
where ; all I'll 
say is that it was 
a real achieve­
ment , parti ­
cularl y when 
one thinks it 
was written and 
produced by 
Caversham 
people . Again 
what I loved was 
the sense of 
community - a 
real ecumenical 
effort this was, 
drawing people 
from all 
churches and ­
districts. 
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I know. -~ 
OD 

Co-op 
departures 
Shoppers at 

the Prospect 
Street Co-op 
will have 
missed two very 
friendly faces in 
recent weeks -
Doreen Biddle­
combe, who ha·s 
retired after 12 
years with the 
Co-op , and 
Penny Levens, 
mostly on the 
check-out, who 
has left to have 
a baby. Doreen 

EMMER GREEN 
YOUTH CLUB 

IF ANY of our 
readers are 
interested in get­
ting an insight 
into the running 
and admini s tra­
tion of our local 
Youth and Com-

SUE RYDER 
SUPPORT 
GROUP 

CAVERSHAM 
THE Group extends its 
heartfelt sympathy to Mrs 
Moat. Matron of the home 
at Nenlebed on the sad 
death of her husband. 

The profits from The 
Shetland Show were con­
siderably reduced because 
of bad weather, so support 
1s requested for the Summer 
Show at Nenlebed on July 
29. The Group will be run­
ning the usual sweet etc 
stall and wi ll be grateful for 
any contributrons. Contact 
Mrs Ann Deane 473798 

munity Centre at 
Emmer Green , 
there is a vacancy 
for a paid part­
time helper in the 
Office. The work 
would include 
assisting in some 
clerical duties and 
helping the 
permanent staff 
with some of the 
activities such as 
Keep Fit sessions, 
the coffee bar, the 
infants ' creche 
and other light 
duties. Only a few 
hours a week are 
required. 

ff this sounds an 
attractive proposi­
tion1 get in touch 
witn the Youth 
Le ader , Linda 
Chandl e r , at 
Emmer Gr e en 
Youth and Com­
mun Hy Ce ntre, 
Grov e Road , 
Emmer Green, tel: 
Reading 476794. 

MELJON 
EXTENSIONS -ALTERATIONS 

HOUSE REPAIRS 
DECORATING 

READING 475253 or GORING 
873040 

70a Oakley Road, Caversham 
(Yard) 

""'' 

OVER 2.000 TILES ON DISPLAY 

ITALIAN WALL TILES FROM £5.94 SO YD 

FIXING SERVICE BY OUR OWN 
EXPERTS 

FREE DELIVERIES 

JANNERFLOW KITCHE N ON DISPLAY 

14 NORTH READING CENTRE 
MER GREEN (OPPOSITE POND) TEL 478853 

9-5 30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fn, Sa l 
LA TE NIGHT OPEN WED 8pm 

CHILTERN NURSERY 
TRAINING COLLEGE 

,.,., 

The Day Care Centres are OP.en throughout 
the year for the care of children from 0-5 
years. The Nursery School is open during 
term time. The babies and children are cared 
for by trained staff assisted by our own 

student nursery nurses. 

Particulars from : The Principal 
20 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading 
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131 ,.,,, 

PASSPORT SERVICE 
YOUR WEDDING OR PORTRAIT IN COLOUR 

HYMOR 
Plaotograplaers 

43 PROSPECT STREET, 
CAVERSHAM 

Tel: Reading 475656 and 479450 
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I ROVNDTBECBURCHES 
Th~ Link Group 

WHEN THE Link 
• Group met on Ma;; 

21 the main busi­
ness of the evening 
was to hear a talk by 
Mrs Phyllis Heiden 
about the work of 
the local branch of 
the Parkinson's 
Disease Society, of 
which she is the 
secretary. Few 
members of the 
Link Group had 
more than a hazy 
idea of what it 
means to be a Par­
kinson's patient, or 
to be in the position 
of a caring relative, 
on whom falls a 
relentless burden. 

The reason for 
this is primarily 
that the illness is 
not only incurable, 
but also the rate at 
which it progresses 
is extremely slow, 
so that sufferers 
and their relatives 
may be affected for 
many years. The 
consequences of 
this are most tragic 
if the illness 
develops early in 
life, although the 
onset is more usual 
in the sixties. This 
happens when the 
brain, for reasons 
which are not yet 
understood, ceases 
to produce the 
chemical dopa· 
mine. 

In the absence of 
dopamine the brain 
is unable to trans­
mit messages to the 
muscles of the body, 
which cannot then 
respond to the 
wis·hes of the 
patient. The effects 
of this vary in every 
patient. For some it 
may mean periods 
of rigidity, others 
may suffer from the 
tremor which is 
widely associated 
with Parkinson's 
disease. In many 
cases the muscles of 
the face may be par­
t i a 11 y paralysed, 
causing difficulties 
in swallowing or 
speaking. Many 

patients are prone 
to falling, which 
may cause serious 
accidents. 

From all this it is 
obvious that a Par­
kinson' s disease 
patient needs the 
constant and 
devoted care of a 
relative. Sadly this 
is most often an 
elderly husband or 
wife, who does not 
enjoy full health. In 
the majority of 
cases the patient is 
cared for with the 
utmost devotion by 
the caring partner, 
but in other cases 
the constant strain 
may cause the 
breakdown of a 
marriage. 

It is to provide 
some fellowship 
with others to coun­
teract the loneli­
ness experienced 
by the patients and 
partners, as well as 
to raise funds for 
the vitally needed 
research into the 
causes and cure' 
of Parkinson's 
disease, that the 
local branch of the 
Parkinson's Disease 
Society was formed 
in 1978 . At the 
monthly meetings 
there is often some 
form · of entertain­
ment or an informa­
tive talk. Paying for 
the transport of 
patients to the 
meetings is a heavy 
drain on the 
finances of the Soci­
ety. Volunteer driv­
ers are urgently 
needed; also any­
one who is reason• 
ably fit who could 
spare the time to 
help at the meetings 
or visit the patients 
would be greatly 
appreciated, and 
they should contact 
Mrs P. Heiden, tel: 
481334. 

The rest of the 
meeting was spent 
in discussing the 
allocation of funds , 
and arranging 
future meetings. 

St Andrew's 
News 

VICTOR Smith would 
like to thank the 
following for the time 
and effort which they 
put in during Christ• 
ian Aid week, when 
the sum of £420. 78 
was raised: Mrs Clark, 
Mrs Manning, Mrs 
Lynch, Mrs Warwick, 
Mrs Orpwood, Mr 
Kent , Miss Butler, 
Miss Solly, Mrs 

Beetham, Mrs 
Cooper, Mrs Smith, 
Miss Smith , Mrs 
Denninl!, Miss Amor, 
Mr K1tcher , Mr s 
Cleare, Mr Tonks, 
Miss Milling, Mr and 
Miss Alexander. 

He would also 
thank Mrs Button who 
raised £10.00 at the St 
Andrew's cake sale. 

St Barnabas' News 
ON SATURDAY 
May 19 a coach load 
of friends from Shel­
don in Birmingham 
(where the Revd 
Peter Sear pre• 
viously worked as 
curate) visited 
Emmer Green on 
their way home from 
a day's sightseeing 
at Windsor. People 
from St Barnabas' 
congregation bad 
organised supper for 
them in the ball, and 
welcomed them, 
albeit only for a cou-

rle of hours - just 
ong enough for 

Peter and Anne Sear 
to renew old friend­
ships. Many thanks 
to all who helped 
make their visit a 
success. 

00 
op 

Many of St Barna­
bas Church helped 
with the Christian 
Aid week bouse-to­
b o use collection . 
This year the sum 

collected was £450 
which was slightly 
down on last year, 
but still a worth­
w bile fifure. 
Thanks to al who 
gave their time and 
money for the collec­
tion. 

00 
00 

Since Easter the 
Sunday School chil­
dren have been tak­
ing part in a Church 
Missionary Society 
project about the 
church in Zaire. The 
project bas involved 
using filmstrips etc 
to discover about the 
work of missionaries 
in Zaire and what 
life is like there, and 
the children have 
learnt two songs to 
go with the project 
- "We are partners 
in the Gospel" and 
"All the little chi!• 
dren are the same 
the whole world 
over." 

St John's Notes 
because they were 
in camp at St 
Benet's Lake at 
Mor timer. The y 
have been taking 
part in a conserva­
tion project there, 
clearing rubbish 
and learning about 
the natural history 
of the area. 

00 
OD 

ABOUT forty-five 
members and 
friends of St John's 
Mothers' Union 
went on their coach 
outing to St Albans 
on May 8. On the 
motorway they were 
caught for a while 
in a traffic jam. 
They strolled 
through St Alban 's 
medieval streets, 
which were full of 
colourfully planted 
public gardens to 
thecathedralwhere St John 's Food 
they saw where Fair was held on 
Roman bricks had Saturday May 26. It 
been used in its was opened by the 
construction and Mayor, and in spite 
where medieval of very wet weather 
wall paintings had people came to buy 
been restored. They the home made and 
went on to Luton, farm fresh produce, 
and noticed, above as well as groceries 
the rooftops , the and plants. Looking 
crescent of Islam, at the tables, just 
on the newly built before the doors 
mosque. The Luton opened , people 
Mothers' Union we'l- wondered where 
corned them to tea the .idea came from 
in their pleasant that the British can-
church hall. There not cook! It was a 
was a fascinating very cheerful occa• 
purple flowered sion, with everyone 
tree in the church ready to do what-
grounds, and two · ever was needed. 
members brought Afterwards an ener-
home see pods. getic group put the 

00 
00 

St John 's Cubs 
had to miss the May 
Church Parade, 

church to rights , 
working together 
with the speed that 
comes from prac­
tice. The profit was 
£170. Thank vou 
everyone who 
helped. 

St 
Peter's 
Wives 

PC ADY Upson Crime 
Prevention Ottic~r. sur­
prised members at their 
meeting in May by saying . 
that the majori ty of 
domestic burglaries are 
carried out during the 
day. It was revealed that 
visits to neighbours, 
short shopping trips and 
transport ing children 10 
and from school provide 
ample opportunity for the 
casual burglar to gain 
access. Moreover. secur­
ity is often neglected 
when the householder 
ex pe cts to return 
"shortly". 

OD 
DO 

An opening as 
small as 9in x 9in can 
al low a burglar to enter 
the home and make off 
with small items: any 
larger access wil l enable 
him to leave wi th electri­
c a I equipment and 
antiques. PC Upson advo­
cated the fining of win­
dow locks and other 
secur ity. equi pm en t, 
keeping all keys on the 
person at all times, tak­
ing photographs of trea­
sured possessions (what­
eve r their monetary 
va_luel and marking them 
with a postcode. His lec­
ture also covered the 
security of cars and chil­
dren, and provoked a lot 
of questions. Officers 
from the Crime Preven­
tion Department are 
always willing to visit 
householders to discuss 
security measures. No 
charge is made for this 
service. A representative 
from the Scholl Footcare 
Company will address 
the July meeting, to be 
held on the 17th at 8pm 
in Church House. 

be ~e}!~ sold sign w1II 

much qu1ck::ur hou~e so 
1ell your ho when you 
Notional H~se through the 
\ ,300 off1c mes ~e~orlt's 
.. and of n es nohonw1de 

o odd1honol cost h 
Come d w olsoever 

branches an talk to the prof en1onols tod oy 01 1he followang 

29 Friar Streel , Reading RG1 ,op 
Telephone (0734) 585181 
7 The Tro ang le , Tolehursl , Reading RG34RN 
Telephone (0734) 22128 
42 Church Street , Caversham , Reading RG4 BAU 
Telephone (0734) 478278 
64 Wood Lane , Sonning Common . Oxen RGd 9SL 
Telephon e (0734) 723737 
38 Head ley Road , Wood ley . Read ing RG 5 <JA 
Telephone (0734) 695767 

POTTERY AND CHIN A 
INVISIBLY MENDED 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Phone READING 47225 7 

BARBARA 
LAD/ES' ll-\JJIDRESSER 

30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel.~ i356-l 
Reduced pnces for semor cmzen!) Tue~, and 

Wednesday L.:ue mg.tu.-, Thursd3), and Frida) 

HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LTD 
D. PICKERSGI LL 

Typewri ters -Adding Machines - Cash Registers 
Repairs - Office Supplies and Stauonery 
12 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM 

Telephone 473077 

LANDCARE 
470391 

SPRING AND 
SUMMER 

GARDENING SERVICE 

GRASS CUTTING (REGULAR 
MAINTENANCE), HEDGE CUTTING, FULL 
TREE SERVICE, ROTOVATING, TURFING, 
FENCING, REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT 

PATIOS AND GARDEN WALLS ' 

Quotations without obligation 

-· 
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ROUND THE CHU 

J. A. TILBURY & CO 
Landscape Gardeners and Fencing Contractors 

SHRUBS AND TREES SUPPLIED AND 
PLANTED 

PATIOS, PONDS AND ROCK GARDENS 

305 Wokingham Road, Earley 

Phone: Reading 662821 

Tree and shrub deparrment NOW OPEN st rear of 
Cook 's, JOSilverStrHt, Reading. Tel. 867338 

FORAQU IETRELA.XlN IIOLIOAY 

Wasbinghorougb ~all 
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT 

Church H
1
\!Ji ;~~ht~~,.\'!§~· Lincoln 

Telephone Lincoln (0522) 790340 
The hotel is run by the ShiUaker family 

Linco ln Caihcdral, which is J 1/2 miles away, con be 
seen from hotel 

AA and RAC TWO-STAR 
l STAR MEMBER OF ENGLISH TOURIST BOARD 

19151 

BERKSHIRE GLASS 
CONVERSIONS LTD 
DOUBLE GLAZED REPLACEMENT 
W INDOWS ANO PATIO DOORS 

Sma ll loca l company 

Ring Reading 475695 or 
Reading 862329 

"""' 

Such 
professionalism 
THE BAPTIST 
Church was fil­
led to capacity 
on three eve­
nings in May for 
the third and 
final part of 
" Acts" - that 
spectacular 
musical in the 
modern idiom 
based on the 
story of the 
early church as 
narrated in The 
Acts of the 
Apostles. The 
presentation 
was the brain 
child of Mrs 
Pam Chilvers 
who composed 
the music and 
wrote the lyrics. 
As each part has 
been presented 
the standard 
has improved to 
the point where 
it matched and, 
indeed, surpas­
sed similar pro­
fession al pro­
ductions and 
this, in no small 
measure, is to 
the credit of the 
Revd Philip 
Webb in his 
capacity as 
actor producer. 

•• -•• 
Whilst it pro­

vided good qual­
ity entertainment 
it was primarily 
conceived as an 
act of worship 
vividly {>Ortraying 
the tnals and 
tribulations, the 
joys and sorrows 

GAIL SPENCE 
ANTIQUES 
CAVERSHAM 
Tel. 473011 

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or just old 
or unusual? Do you want to be sure you get a fair price? 
Ga il Spence lives in Caversham and buys and sells 
antiques in the area . She depends on her reputation for 
fair and honest prices. 
Give her a ring . There is no charge and no obligation 

ALSO, . , 
Valuations for insurance and probate 
Furniture restored, repaired and re-upholstered 

''ACTS'' to those who know 
him. 
Not wishing to 

be greedy 

which were the 
birth pangs of the 
Christian Church. 
The cast, includ­
ing the musicians, 
are to be com­
plimented on 
their panache 
notwithstanding 
the producer 's 
humourous 
remark that 
whilst they were 
not perfect they 
were not always 
wrong in the same 
place. 

TO HIRE 
A HALL 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
CENTIIE 

Secretary: Mr K. Shield, 
27 Albert Road 

Telephone 473709 

CAVERSHAM HALL 

Secretary : Mr R. Mekka, Mr 
A. Stout, 57 St John's Road 

Telephone 482559 · 

CHURCH HOUSE 
CHURCH STREET 

Secretary: Mrs W. A. Vin­
cent, The Parish Office, 

Reading 
Telephone 471703 (Mon -

Thurs 9.30am-12.30pm) 

MAPLEDURHAM 
PAVILION 

Secretary: Mrs L. F. T. 
Bartlett, 6 Westdene 

Crescent 
Telephone 471863 

I 
ST ANDREW'S HALL 

Secretary : Mr J . Tomlin, 
3 Wordsworth Court 
Telephone 481749 

ST BARNABAS HALL 
Mr A. Hesler, 39 Grove 

Road, 
Telephone 471765 

TRENCH GREEN HALL 
Secretary : Mr Martyn• 
Johns, Greendene Farm, 

Mapledurham 
Telephone Kidmore End 

2198 

Rosehill 
WI 

MISS Vincent, the 
President, opened 
the meeting and 
welcomed four new 
members. She then 
introduced Mrs Ing­
ram, who read and 
explained the 
resolutions for the 
AGM in June, 
before the voting on 
each one. The char­
ity for this year will 
be the Ken ThQJnas 
Scanner Appe.al 
and the British 
Association of 
Myasthenics . . Some 
lovely articles were 
viewed in the exhi­
bition entitled "A 
memento from a 
grandparent". 

Given a less 
confined stage -
and what scope 
that would have 
given the talented 
Mr Martin Beek 
who designed and 
painted most of 
the scenery- and 
more suitable 
facilities for the 
orchestra 
together with the 
other sophisti­
cated trappings of 
a theatre, the 
three parts of 

• Finale, Acts Ill 

• Two scenes from Acts II 

"Acts" could not 
fail to be a box 
office "sell-out". 
The confines of 
the stage, 
however in no 
way inhibited the 
lofty centurion 
who crossed it in 
two strides to 
deal with a ·rebel­
lious mob with 
the words; "Right, 
we have a way of 
dealing with 
this", his work-a­
day professional­
ism was obvious 

Yes - it is a 
pity that "Acts" 
could only be 
stretched to three 
parts - mammoth 
task though that 
undoubtedly was 
- for the avid 
followers of this 
drama have been 
left looking for 
more. On reflec­
tion, however, the 
time to end a feast 
is before the 
onset of indiges­
tion, pleasant 
memories are the 
more enjoyable. 

- Peter Bean 

-Peter Bean 

NATIONWIDE DISTRIBUTION OF COMPUTERS AND 
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT : ONE PARCEL TO A FULL LOAD. 

Move Transport 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

FULLY INSURED FOR ALL LOADS 
Personal belongings delivered any,11,1here in UK 

SHAFTESBURY ROAD 
READING 
BERKS 
Telephone (0734) 599626 

COMPUTER TAIL LIFT 
VEHICLES 

STORAGE AND · 
DISTRIBUTION 1 ,.,. 
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I 
Conversion on the 

Road 
THE MUSIC drama "Acts" 
performed al the Baptist 
Church hos been one of the 
most significant witnesses to 
Christion fellowship seen in 
Covershom. Yet Porn Chilvers, 
author of the drama, hos not 
always been a Christion. 

Only after she hod gained 
her degree al the Royal 
Academy of Music did she tum 
lo Christ. Believing in little, 
fearing death and depressed al 
the empty philosophies of 
Camus and Sartre, she 
returned lo her home town of 
Grimsby. Near the river she 
passed one day a group of 
Christians playing music in the 
street. 

"Everything become clear 
to me", Porn says, "like Paul 
on the rood to Damascus". She 
realises that Jesus was asking 
her to follow Him. But what 
was most difficult was that 
she knew this meant a total 
commitment. She was faced 
with the hard decision to hand 

ROUND THE CHURCHES 

'ACTS' A MUSIC DRAMA 
over her musical career to 
Christ. Nevertheless once the 
decision was mode Porn sow 
that her whole life, her gifts 
as a musician, her education, 
were in foci a training for her 
ministry in life, her ministry of 
music in the service of Jesus. 

Porn met George, her hus­
band, whilst at the Reading 
University Postgraduate School 
of Music. The family then 
settled down in Covershom. So 
it come about that Port I of 
Acts was brought to Cover­
sham in 1978. 

Music for the People of God 
· Porn wonted to bring the 

various youth groups together 
in Christion fellowship. Since 
she sow her ministry hod to be 
through the musical talents 
God hod given her, she turned 
to musical drama. The music 
drama would be based on 
scripture and on a musical 
idiom which would oppeol to 
as wide a range of people as 
possible. 

Outreach riers con be rebuilt so quickly 
The aim of Acts I was 1h01 true Chrislion fellowship 

twofold. firs! Porn hoped lo in Covershom must be seen as 
help the young people taking o continuing process of under­
part in !he drama lo deepen standing, working and praying 
their understanding of Scrip- !ogether. 
lure. Membership of o church Opposition 
or even belief in Christ hos Opposition hos no! been 
never been o pre-condilion for locking. Some people oppose 
taking port in the productions. the very concept of a music 
Secondly and perhaps more drama, others believe ii is 
important was her aim 10 debasing and detrimental to 
reach out to people who would !he Gospel. Porn however 
not normally go lo ° Church believes that Jesus hos called 
service. Dutreoch in this sense her lo use her musicol !olents. 
is in Pam's word5, "pre- These con not be hidden under 
evangelism aiming to make o bushel. Music and drama ore 
people lhink", it is !he sporl< public acts by definition. So ii 
tho! leods to Jesus, the light of is rho! Porn hopes 10 reach out 
the world. 

Port 2 of ,, Acts" was to a wider publ ic through a· 
public act in prisons, army 

written in 1982 ond performed comps, shopping precincts ... 
in 1983. The intervening lour indeed wherever there ore 
years hod seen changes in the people. She believes 100 tho! 
group as people moved on °nd the oral-visual impact of music 
as youngSlers grew up. The drama is mos! suitable for 
style of !he music also reaching out to the hearts and • A scene from "Ae1s - Par1 , .. - photo John Williamson 
thonged but Porn, who is needs of people who would tho! other Christion groups r------------------­
troined in the classical trodi- never begin 10 pay heed lo the may hove access to a means of 
lion, feels that this training Good News in the ordinary preaching the Good News that 
hos helped her write in dif- course of their lives. hos proved so popular and 
ferenl styles more relevant to successful in Covershom. 
young people. Teamwork Some people fell tho! there 

STITCHIN' TIME 
1 Church Road, Caversham 

Nr Reading, Berks 
Telephone: Reading 478106 

D ressmaking fab rics by Liberty o f 
London 

• Pam Chilvers at rehearsal -
_ photo Mark Fossey 

The Acts of the Apostles 
was chosen because it told the 
story of the young Christion 
church and the crises it faced 
as it developed into maturity. 
Porn sees in this a parallel for 
the youth of today as they face 
the crises of growing up and 
the help Christion fellowship 
con give as they set out on the 
journey of life. 

The script closely follows When asked about the mecho- was on elemenl of selfishness 
the Good News ~onslo!ion but nits of rehearsing such on in no! publishing "Acts" and ii 
where:os the music, once wril- undertaking, Pam stressed her is now clear lo Pam tho! the 
ten: did not change, the spoken be Ii e f in de I e gating decision lo publish is not a 
scnpt was adopted . os t!'8 responsibility. Philip Webb personol matter. Ro!her it is in 
needs of the production die- wos in tolol charge of produc- response and obedience lo 
loled. . . lion and Mortin Beek in charge Jesus' own command lo preach 

Whilst work1~g on the of scenery and costumes. As a the Good News. 
music drama Porn s opprec10- team the group worked in The future after this is less 
lion of the humour of Scripture close harmony, 0 feature of certain. "Acts" tells the story 
come throu~h._ One example Christion fellowship that of the emerging Christion 
she quotes 1s m Port 1 when showed through in the final Church and its divergent 
th~ entry of the S?nhedrm IS produclion. groups. These reflect !he 

Tana lawns, Country Cotton Poplin 
Dormeuil, French Cottons, cotton, linen, 

silk mixtures 
Range of haberdashery 

OBITUARY 
THOMAS BENGER 

THE RECENT passing of 
Mr Thomas Benger 
understandably brought 
with it a measure of 
sadness to the Christian 
communities centred on 
St Andre·w's Church 
wh~re, prior to the 
limitations imposed upon 
him by failing health, he 
was a regular worship­
per, and at the Baptist 
Church where he was 
well known through his 
son-in-law and daughter, 
Mr Ken and Mrs Joan 
Shield. Tommy, as he 
was affectionately 

. known_ by his beloved 
wife, Clare, came to 
Caversham some twelve 
years ago to join Ken and 
Joan at their home in 
Albert Road. He soon 
linked up with and was a 

· keen member al Caver­
sham Bowling Club 
where, as elsewhere, he 
endeared himself to 
many. Tommy was 
undoubtedly one of this 
world's characters - to 

him a spade was a spade 
and he . had an inex­
haustible fund of stories 
gleaned during his long 
life of ninety years. He 
had a great sense of 
humour which, coupled 
with his simple but deep 
Christian faith, stood him 
well lo the end. His 
working life was spent in 
the Postal Service in 
which he held many 
appointments and from 
which he finally retired 
as Head Postmaster of 
Derby. 

Through the "Caver­
sham Bridge" Tommy's 
many friends extend 
sympathy and love to 
Mrs Benger, lo Mr and 
Mrs Shield and their 
family. May they gain 
comfort in the know­
ledge that their loved 
one brought joy and 
blessing to many with 
whom he had contact in 
his relatively short time 
in Caversham. 

written . OS O skit -~ the Philip Webb will soon be denominolionol differences of 
pomposity of much religion. An leaving Covershom and when lodov's Church. 
ospecl not altogether o~s!"I asked if this would mean the The production of Port 1 
from our modei:n Christion disintegration of the group ,differed from that of Ports 2 
Churchl since he hos been such a key and 3. Port 1 was symbolic. 

Christians Denominations figure, Porn replied !hot "if The believers wore white, the, 
and Fellowship the grour is meant lo continue odversories of Christ wore, 

we wil be provided with block, the crowd a neutral 
The rehearsals and someone else". This deep faith demm. Port 3 was more, 

performance of Port 3 this is the mainstay of Pam's explicit with its impressive, 
year justify Pam's theory !hot Christion commitment. sloge sel. 

Patterns by Vogue, Butterick and Burda 
Open 9-5 Mon-Sat 

PROFESSIONAL WORK 
INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS, 

DOMESTIC INST ALLA TI ONS 
e CABLE JOINTING 
e MAINTENANCE 

e PANEL WIRING 
e LABOUR SUPPLIED 

NATIONWIDE 
CONTRACTING 

SERVICE 

the barriers between differing 
I 

Whatever comes next will 
Christion denominations not Whatever Next. be o conlinuolion of the l SVENSEN El£CTRICAL CONTRACTORS ~ 
only need to be broken down What of the future? The group's work of preaching the • 
but con be broken down. In group is once again praclicing Gospel and 10 remind Christ- 22 WOODCOTE ROAD. CAVERSHAM 
ihis woy Chrisrs message may on Wednesday evenings. They ions tho1 in Chris! they ore all READING 472952 
reach out to all men. Members ore rehearsing oil the songs of .:::on.::e::_. _______ _f~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~•~"~"~ 
of most of Covershom's Christ- oll three ports with a view lo r 

ion denominations took port in recording them. The hope is 
the productions. Even so bar- tho! they will be published so 

Maplewood WI 
AT THE May meet­
ing the President, 
Mrs Joy le Mare, 
introduced Mrs Iris 
Sizer , Voluntary 
County Officer, who 
led the discussion 
on the resolutions 
to be moved at the 

= Nicholas 1Yii 
ESTATE AGE TS 

13 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM 
(Offices at Reading, Wokingham, Tilehurst, 
Streatley, Woodley, Earley and Mortimer) 

HOUSE'S 
COACHES 

forthcoming 
National Federa­
tion Annual Gene­
ral Meeting at the 
Royal Albert Hall , 
London, and voting 
instructions were 
given to the Maple­
wood delegate. A 
bursary was 
granted to Mrs Mar­
garet Jeffery for a 
course at Denman 
College, Marcham, 
near Oxford. 

The President 
was pleased to wel­
come two new 
members. 

BEST COVERAGE 
LOWEST COMMISSION 

(formerly Peter Shock Coaches) 

Contact 
Mr M. DIAMOND 

20 BRIANTS AVENUE 
CAVERSHAM, READING 

Telephone Reading 472452 

This month 's com­
petition, word mak­
ing, was easily won 
by Mrs Diana 
Appleton. Members 
greatly enjoyed a 
trip to Moor COJ?Se 
Reserve at Ttd ­
marsh in beautiful 
spring sunshine. 

TELEPHONE READING 479665 

1 ¾% SOLE AGENCY 
If you think of selling now or in the near fulure, please cont.id us .ii the abO\e 

address and we will pro,·ide a fr~ v..1lua1 ion and professional advi<e on .ill a.spec-ts 
of selling and buying. o s.a le- no fee. 
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From your local battery specia list 

!EASY PARKING) 

JIM WHALLEY BATTERIES 
We always have in stock batteries to fit all 

makes of cars and commercia l vehicles -

also Motorcycles - Lawnmowers - Boats 

free delivery and fitting service 

61 a GROVE ROAD, EMMER GREEN 
Phone 479953 any time 

TOP QUALITY BUTCHER 

P. MUNDY 
324 Hemdean Road 

Caversham, Reading, Berks 
Tel. Reading 479955 

Retai l del iveries twice weekly, Tuesday and 
Friday 

HOME FREEZER MEAT 
SUPPLIED AND 

DELIVERED 

N. G. KENT & SONS 

Dear Sir 
Darby and Joan Club 

The Dance Centre 
Gosbrook Road, 

Caversham 
I WONDER if I might 
make an appeal through 
your magazine for some 
help with our Darby and 
Joan Club in Caversham. 

This club has about 50 
members and they meet 
weekly on Wednesdays 
at the above address 
from 1.30-3.00pm. 

\ I I 
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LADIES AND GENTS 

The members have a 
cup of tea and biscuits 
and spend their time at 
the club having a sing­
song, bingo, beetle drives 
and talks of interest etc. 
They have a couple of 
outings a year by bus. 

• Traffic lights and the new layout at the /·unction of Caversham Park Road and Henley 
Road have done much to improve traffic f ow and add to safety. 

- Photo Peter Sear 

ALTERATION 
TAILORS 

. ~ 
CHURCH HOUSE 

59 CHURCH STREET 
CAVERSHAM 

Te lephone: 479378 

* AL TERA TIONS 

* M EN 'S DRESS HIRE 

* INVISIBLE REPAIR SERVICE 

* JACKETS AND COATS RELINED , .... 

We have a leader but 
ve,y badly need a Treas­
urer, although our leader 
says she would not mind 
becoming treasurer if 
someone fe lt they were 
better able to become a 
leader . 

I should be most 
gratefu l if anyone who 
thinks that they could 
help us would ring me at 
home, tel: 712237. 

EVELYN BOOT (Mrs) 
Reading Distric t 
Organiser 
Women ·s Royal Volunt­
a,y Service 

OBITUARY 

CHARLES ERNEST 
HAYES 

!~Sh~a1:t:~h~oJ::,~,o J~~n! 
long illness, of Charles Hayes 
of Cromwell Road. II is hoped 

l°h ~~bl~h0 ~ :ur~ :~"J'u~l.°I 
respected gentleman in our 
next issue, but In the mean• 
while we would like to extend 
our very sincere sympathy 
lo his wife, Eibel, his daugh­
ter Janet and son•in-law, 
Brian. 

STAN ELDON SPORTS 
St Martin's Centre, Caversham 

wishes to welcome 

CA YERSHAM SHOE REPAIRS 

JULY BOOKS 

BEYOND MY GARDEN -HEDGE 
MANY people have 
inquired about Peter 
Shock's last publication, 
" Be yond My Garden 
Hedge". We are haP{>Y to 
report that Peter's sister, 
Mrs Bowden, has given the 
remaining cop ies to be 

sold in aid of St Peter's. 
They can be obtained from 
the church, from Mrs M. 
Baily at 15 Peppard Road1 Caversham (471032) ana 
from the Caversham Book­
shop, Prospect Street. The 
cost per copy is 60p. 

THE STORY OF 
HEMDEAN HOUSE 

into his shop where he can offer a full shoe repair, key cutting 
and engraving service. 

HOW fortunate it was that Mr Knighton, principal of 
Caversham House Academy for boys from 1849-1883, 
had four intelligent daughters, that his school was a 
flourishing and lucrative concern and that he had 
brought up his daughters in the family tradition of 
teaching, for otherwise undoubtedly Hemdean 
House School for girls would never have come into 
existence. Molly Casey has written the story of 
Caversham's most successful and long-established 
school in a most readable ve in. She had produced 
an attractive little book which tells the forlunes of 
Hemdean House from its beginnings as Verona 
Lodge in 1859 until the present. It will be of interest 
to many local people whether or nol they have past 
or present connections with Caversham's oldest 
private school, for it also gives the early history of 
Mr Knighton's Academy and contains some fascinat­
ing pictures which have never been published 
before. 

Shoe repairs carried out to customer's satisfaction by 
qualified staff. 

READING 473588 The cost of this informative little publication is 
£1.80 and at the moment it is obtainable at Hemdean 

--------------------------------------------•"'•"• House School, and at the Caversham Bookshop. 

{ 



CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JULY 1984 

Killing Trees 
THE HORSE chestnut trees, 
covered with their white candles in 
the early summer bring beauty to 
what would otherwise be the drab­
ness of St Martin's shopping pre­
cinct, and the two Holm oaks stand 
as a reminder that this was once the 
garden of Caversham House, the 
home of country gentlemen and later 
of Mr Knight's Academy. Between 
them they make St Martin 's other 
shortcomings tolerable. 

But what has hap­
pened now? St Mar­
tin 's Property 
Corporation, decid­
ing that they had 
better improve their 
image now tl,at the 
Waitrose Supermar­
ket is taking shape, 
sent workmen to 
give the place a bit 
of a face lift. They 
didn ' t do what 
everyone would like 
and remove those 

1 wretched bollards 
but they did send 
workmen to fill in 
the worst of the pot 
holes, put some 
irrelevant paving 
where sycamores 
which had been 
chopped about and 
used as lamp-posts 
had finally suc­
cumbed and 
replaced the uneven 
paving slabs in the 
forecourt. Then , 
whether acting on 
their own initiative 
or on instructions is 
not clear, they 
poured surplus con­
crete into the land­
scaped beds round 
the trees, except for 
those where they set 
brick paving right 
up to the trunks. 
The concreting is a 

crude and ugly job 
and the reason for 
doing it remains 
obscure, but worse 
than that, it is a 
guaranteed way of 
killing trees by 
damaging the trunks 
and depriving the 
root system of 
water. 

There \Vas an 
immediate outcry 
and without delay 
Caversham Resi­
dents ' Association 
contacted the 

. Borough Arbor­
icultural Officer and 
the Planning Office, 

· both of whom were 
perturbed at the 
news and agreed to 
follow it up as a 
maccer of urgency. 
The trees, they 
found, were the sub­
ject of Tree Pre­
servation Orders 
dating from May 
1966, in addition co 
their preservation 
being a condition of 
the original plan ­
ning condition, so Sc 
Martin 's were 
immediately con­
tacted and asked co 
remove the concrete 
and re-sec the brick 
pavings. 

Other organisa-

tions and indi­
viduals as well as the 
Reading Chronicle 
have contacted them 
and all have 
received the same 
bland reply: "We 
don ' c wish co kill 
trees", and a some­
what half-hearted 
promise to come 
and look at the 
situation . Since 
then, the Borough 
Planning Office has 
had an on-sire meet­
ing with representa­
tives of Sc Martin 's, 
who are not pre­
pared to accept that 
the trees are in any 
danger until they 
have consulted an 
independent arbori­
culcuralist. 

•• 
•• 

So Ear nothing 
more has happened. 
fr is the /rowing 
season an unless 
something is done 
soon those trees are 
doomed. Direct 
action by irate 
citizens cannot be 
ruled our, but this 
would be diEEiculc as 
removing the con­
crete will require 
special equipment 
and careful treat­
ment if the trees 
aren't co be dam­
aged. H the concrete 
is sciJl there when 
this article appears, 
a Hood of lerrers to 
St Martin 's Property 
Corporation, Ade­
laide House, Lon­
don Bridge, EC4 
R.9DT might just do 
the trick. 

Unfortunately, 
only a week before 
the concrete 

YOUR CAVERSHAM AGENTS FOR 50 YEARS 

Martin& Pole,John D.Wood 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS AND ESTATE 
AGENTS 

LOCAL OFFICE 

16 CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM 
TEL. READING 472877 and 477561 

Also at Reading (Head Office), Earley, Pangbourne, Goring, 
Henley, Mortimer, Thatcham and Newbury 

Associated Offices : London and Wokingham 

London Office: 23 Berkeley Square, W1 

PROPERTY IS OUR BUSINESS 

OINT 

appeared, the 
Arboricultural 
Officer happened to 
be in St Martin 's 
Precinct and had 
observed that three 
of the horse chest­
nuts appeared co be 
decaying. Further 
inspection has con­
firmed this and St 
Manin 's have been 
told thg must be 
felled (They'll prob­
ably enjoy doing 
that), and have been 
offered advice on 
replanting. When 
those chestnuts go it 
will indeed be a sad 
day, but for once St 
Martin's won't be 
the villains, but only 
Father Time. Fortu­
nately the one at the 
front of the precinct 
is sound. 

Salve Atque Vale 

Mapledurham 
Area Resident ' 
Association has now 
merged with Caver­
sham and District 
Residents ' Associ­
ation, whose 
membership and 
funds have been 
considerably 
boosted by this 
transfer. To even 
matters out a bit, 
Former members of 
M.A.R.A. have been 
given three years' 
free membership of 
C.D.R.A. which has 
a system of 40p per 
annum or £1 For 
three years 
membership. 

Meanwhile , 
another small resi­
dents ' association 
has sprung up, this 
time in the north 
west corner of 
Emmer Green. 
Inspired first by a 
desire to spring to 
the defence of Hem­
dean Valley when 
massive building 
plans were leaked, it 
proposes to give its 
attention co other 
problems in chat 
area. 

A.0.N.B. 

Hemdean Valley 
is one of the attrac­
tive rural spots in 
Reading Borough 
boundary. le is not 
the only one, pani­
cu la rly in Caver­
sham. Blagrnve 
Farm is another. 
None of them is free 
from threat, being in 
an urban area where 
rich pickings await 
the developer. 

When the Chil­
terns Sranding Con­
ference sought local 
authorities· vie1Vs on 
extending the Chi]-

terns' Area of Out­
standing Natural 
Beaucy which goes 
up co buc does noc 
include Maple­
durham parish 
Reading Borough 
Planning Officer 
expressed the hope 
chat Blagrave Farm, 
Chazey Farm, The 
Chase, pan of the 
Warren escarpment, 
and Hemdean Bot­
tom should b e 
included in this 
extension . This 
wo uld greacly 
increase che protec­
tion of this area, as 
well as accraccing 
some grant aid for 
such things as tree 
planting. The Coun­
cil added land 
between Henley 
Road and the river 
co this recommenda­
tion , which was 
perhaps pushing ic a 
bit, as alch ough 
accraccive co us, and 
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JENNINGS BROS 
FAMIL V BUTCHERS 

" • • 

10% DISCOUNT 

GIVEN OFF CURRENT 
RETAIL PRICES 

ON PURCHASES . 

OVER£25 

BRANCHES AT : 
PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM 

Telephone Reading 471528 

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM 
Telephone Reading 475939 

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN 
Telephone Reading 474087 

THE TRIANGLE, TILEHURST 
Telephone Reading 23738 

cenainly vulnerable,. 11----------------•""'.,,1 
it is scarcely of ouc-
s can din g natural !-;::======:::::::::::::::::::::;;;;;;;;:==;;;;; 

3 READING ROAD, HENLEY 
Telephone Henley 78152 

beauty . 

•• 
•• 

Ho wever, che 
whole scheme has 
had co go inco 
abey ance as the 
Countryside Com­
mission is now 
reviewing the whole 
question of 
A .O .N .B . 's. Th e 
groundwork having 
been done, the ideas 
m ay be imple­
mented ac a lacer 
date so that 1Vhac 
gives us delight 1Vil1 
sciJl be there for our 
successors co enjoy. 

CAVERSHAM CARS 
Luxury wedding caf5. Airpons. etc. Mercedes 

chauffeur-driven. Distance no object 
Lowest rates f9r Reading a!ea 

Phone: Evenings Reading 4 70690 ,_,. 

J. STRONG & SONS 
BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS 

Guildway Approved Builders 
32 ARDLER ROAD, CAVERSHAM 

READING, RG4 0AQ 
Tel. Reading 473177 and 472881 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 
FREE ESTIMATES. 24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

EXTRA POINTS. DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS, 
RE-WIRE SPECIALISTS. SURVEYS AND REPORTS 

W. DIGHTON 
21 Twin Oaks, Emmer Green, Reading 

Tel: (073414729S8 

WEST BERKSHIR-E 
COMMUNITY HEAL TH 

COUNCIL 
The West Berkshire Commun ity Heath Council represents the 
public's interest in Health Service affairs in Caversham, 

Reading and West Berksh ire . 
The twenty-four members of the Council are drawn from local 
authorities, voluntary organisations and other sections of the 
commun ity. They form an e>Cperienced independent group, 

representing your health care interests. 
Council meetings held regularly are open to the public and 

notes are put in the local press 
The influence and effectiveness of the Counci l depends on the 
weight of public opinion beh ind it. Views, ideas, proposals or 
complaints on any aspect of loca l health affairs - from 
individuals or from community or other groups - are 

welcome. 
The more views that come to hand the better the Council can 

act on your behalf. 
For further information, call or telephone our friendly staff 

J?5hltStevens (Secretary), 10 Gun Street, Reading 
(behind Heelas) Telephone Reading 595678 

"'' .. 

• 
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ROUND Caversham 
Afternoon.: 
Towns­

women's· 
Caversham Heights 

Townswomen's Guild 
Guild 

THE Guild charity 
for 1984 i s the 
NSPCC and the first 
of many fund rai s­
ing events for this 
very worthy cause 
was a Bring and Buy 
coffee morning at 
the home of Mrs B. 
King . This was 
much enjoyed by all 
and raised £12. A 
very encouraging 
start to the fund . 
The speaker at the 
April meeting was 
Sister Muncaster 
from the Ro ya l 
Berkshire Hospital 
Special Care Baby 
Unit. She gave a 
grea t ins ight into 
th e problems and 
also the h eart 
warming rewards of 
running such a 
Unit. Mrs A. Deane, 
the Guild Treasurer 
presented Sist e r 
Muncaster with a 
cheque fol' £100 
towards the cost ofa 
rest room for the 
parents of the sick 
babies. 

AT THE May meet­
ing of Cavers ham 
Heights Towns­
women 's Guild in St 
A ndrew's Hall 
members heard that 
the National Union 
of Townswomen's 
Guilds is urging the 
~ove rnment lo 
introduce safe­
guards agai nst the 
release of poison­
ous substances into 
the a tmosph ere 
which fall as ac id 
rain on forests in 
Europe. 

An outing t o 
Littlecote Man or 
was taking place, a 
coffee evening in 
aid of a children's 
ward and plant sale 
in aid of the Sue 
Ryder Home. 

Mr R. C. Kent, a 
retired schoolmas­
ter/ sa id that he had 
vo unteered just 
before retiring to 
become a speaker 
to help raise money 
for the Mary Rose 
Trust. 

The Mary Ro se· 
was a purpose-built 
woode n warship 

with a " castle " 
made of larch. The 
battle was lost when 
the castle on the 
ship was captured. 
Henry VIII who 
came to the throne 
in 1509 continued 
the shipbuilding his 
father had begun 
and built some 
three ships in 1512 
including the flag­
ship the Mary Rose. 
After two fights 
with the French it 
was laid up in 1526 
and the crew paid 
off. In 1536 it was 
due for refitting and 
new, heavier guns 
could not still be in 
the castle but were 
replaced between 
the decks with gun 
portholes. Thus the 
Mary Rose became 
the first battleship 
to be able to fire a 
broadside. When a 
French armada 
attempted to invade 
England in 1545 
Henry ordered the 
60 English ships to 
remain protected 
by Southsea and 
Portsmout~ castles 

and not to attack. 
Wh e n finally 
involved the Mary 
Rose carried 700 
men instead of the 
normal 500 and too 
many skilled sailors 
who only gave 
orders. The ship's 
side was turned to 
the French and it 
heeled over in the 
wind , sinking in 
possibly two 
minutes and soon to 
be covered and pro­
tected by the sea 
bed . So Henry 's 
favourite ba ttleship 
was lost without fir­
ing a shot and with 
comparatively few 
survivors. Among 

the many exhibits 
shown on slides by 
Mrs Kent was an 
interesting picture 
painted at the time 
of the sinking. 

The Trust was 
formed many years 
after the first sear­
ches were made in 
1960 and much work 
has been done by · 
volunteers. A new 
museum is being 
opened in July. An 
outing to the beauti­
ful Pusey Gardens 
near Faringdon in 
Oxfordshire was 
much enjoyed by 
the Social Studies 
group. 

caversham ~adies 
THE MAY meeting 
was held at the Bap­
tist Church Centre 
with Mrs Harwood 
in the Chair, Mrs 
Hazeltine was the 
speaker who illus­
trated her talk on 
Australia , espe­
cially her journey to 
Alice Rock ~ith. 

Club 
some beautiful 
slides. 

Later in the 
month most of the 
members joined a 
coach tour of the 
Cotswolds, ending 
with tea at Bourton­
on-the-Water. 

Blagrave 
WI 

AT THE May meet­
ing Mrs J . Finch 
VCO explained in 
detail the four · 
resolutions for the 
Annua l General 
Meeting of the 
NFWI to be held at 
the Albert Hall in 
London in June . 
Mrs Fisher the 
Instilute's delegate 
from Whitchurch 
Hill, recorded the 
voting. 

OD 
DO 

Plans are ahead 
for outings to held 
during the summer. 
Mrs Popplewell, 
President, wel ­
comed Mrs Durie 
and members from · 
the Linked Groups 
to a meeting held 
later in the month, 
where Miss Marie 
Pickaver, actress, 
entertained with an 
amusing pro­
gramme of songs 
and sketches. 

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JU~V 1984 

Darby 
and 

Joan 
Club 

THE CLUB held 
their usual meeting 
with a visit from 
Mrs Rankin who 
gave a talk and also 
asked the members · 
if they would knit 
some little woollen 
vests for the orphan 
children at Mother 
Teresa 's. They wil­
lingly agreed to do 
so and up to the 
moment have made 
a number. A mem­
ber of the Police 
~ave a talk on secur­
ity and what to do in 
cases of emergency. 
Mrs Burnden gave a 
lovely piano session 
which everyone 
enjoys and the 
month finished with 
a visit from June 
and her "girl"s" who 
always are very 
entertaining: also 
the members had an 
afternoon drive 
finishing with a 
high tea at the 
"Three Swans" at 
Hungerford, which 
was enjoyed by all. 

WIGMORE STREET, 

LONDON 

Panelling for 

THE PRUDENTIAL 

ASSURANCE COMP ANY 

ESTATES DEPARTMENT 

by 

r~F 
a(~ 

SAMUEL ELLIOTT & SONS 
LTD 

Gosbrook Road, Caversham, 
Reading, RG4 8BP. 
Tel. (0734) 476622. 

"'" 
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ROUND JHE CLUBS 
Emmer Green 

Townswom1· n's 
THE Emmer Green u1·1d 
Townswomen 's 
Guild held their 
April meeting at St 
Barnabas Church 
Hall. Mr N. Pearse 
spoke on the mak- . 
ing and judging of 
home-made wine 
and the history of 
wine in this coun­
try. The decline of 
English wine began 
when Eleanor of 
Aquitaine brought 
some vines to Eng­
land as part of her 
dowry in 1152. Mr 
Pearse gave some 
tips on presenting 
wmes and the mem­
bers sampled some 
of his wine. 

were treated for eye 
disorders , with 
some having their 
sight restored and 
others, their sight 
saved by the excel-
1 en t treatment 
made available, by 
Mrs Jepson's 
efforts. 

A very successful 
jumble sale was 
held and £106 was 
raised. A donation 
had been sent to the 
Guide Dogs for the 
Blind. 

Caversham 
Community 
Association 

AS TWO Mondays in 
May were Bank 
Holidays ther e 
were only two meet­
ings during the 
month . The first 
occasion was on 
May 14 when the 
guest speaker was 
Mr David Vasey of 
St John's Ambu ­
lanc e Brigade. 
Much u seful 
information on the 
correct treatment of 
people hurt in acci­
dents at home etc 
was given to the 
members . Volun­
teers from the audi­
ence acted as 
patients for Mr 
Vasey to demon­
strate the correct 
proc edu re in 

emergencies. The 
members appreci­
ated the very help­
ful talk. 

The Whist-drive 
held the following 
week was well 
attended . Mrs 
Doreen Crawley 
was there in charge 
of the procedure 
and ready to help 
the less expe ri­
enced players . 
George Feast and 
Hilda Hunt had the 
highest points and 
were joint first 
prize winners. 
Other prizewinners 
were Nancy 
Nelhams, Betty 
Janieson , Freda 
Haines and Ann 
Seymour. 

Caversham 
WI 

MRS Christine Har­
vey from Chazey, 
the group 's delegate 
to the ann ual con­
ference , was 
present al the May 
meeting when Mrs 
Joan Parkes, VCO, 
led an interesting 
discussion on th e 
conference resolu ­
tions which , among 
other things , 
showe d the Insti­
tute 's extreme con­
cern for battered 
children and for the 
elderly in need. 

The competition 
for the month was a 
flower arrangement 
in a saucer; some 
strikingly attractive 
entries were 
received , Jane 
Stockhill being the 
winner and Lil y 
Hensley and Kathy 
Fullbrook taking 
second and third 

Chazev WI 
AT THE meeting in 
May the President, 
M"r s Marj o ri e 
McCombe wel­
comed members to 
the second birthday 
party, and thanked 
Mrs Sue Searle for 
making and 
d eco ratin g the 
sp le ndid birthd ay 
cake. 

Mrs Hill , VCO led 
a disc ussion about 
th e resolutions to 
be put to the AGM al 
the Royal Albert 
Hall in June. The 
resolutions covered 
a wide range of su b­
je cts s u c h as 
d eve lopm e nt of 
wastelands, before 
i:re e n fields , 
rncrease in the the 
incidence of child 
abuse, provision of 
ps yc ho-geriatric 

hospital care and 
investment by the 
NFWI. All rece ived 
support. 

The member s 
th en enjoyed a buf­
fet s upp er wi th 
wine and the cake 
was cut and passed 
around. 

On May 22 
Chazey's Open Eve­
nin g was a great 
success and severa l 
new members were 
enrolled . Exhi­
bitions were imagi­
nati ve I y set u p 
sho wi ng the wide 
ran ge of interest 
groups and courses 
taking place and the 
evening ended with 
a make-up de mon­
stra tion. 

•;..,--:1..,t _,1..,1.-1.-I ..,z.,1..,1 ... 1.;t.-1 .-1 .. 1..,1.-t .-I.-J:-l.,[...(.,t..{-41,:,_ )[..,l ..,I..,l ..,I ..1I...,I.4...,l ~I, 

Mrs Jepson, who 
had raised enough 
funds, with the 
assistance of the 
Guild, to set up an 
eye clinic in Bang-
1 ad es h , had 
received a letter 
giving details of the 
clinic, named after 
Emmer Green 
Townswomen 's 
Guild. Nearly three 
hundred people 

At the May meet­
ing motions were 
discussed for the 
yearly Conference 
at the Albert Hall , 
ranging from seat 
belts in coaches, the 
problems of acid 
rain and the label­
ling of Mail Order 
goods. 

The J;uild would 
enter the competi­
tion for the WI Cup 
at the Reading 
Show. The theme 
would be " Far 
Away Places". 

QBITUARY---p-lace_s. --
~ JORDAN BROS ~ 

!~ PLUMBING AND ~ I 

Senior Major Gertrude Bunker .! CENTRAL i 

Visit Caversham's exciting new 
gift shop, situated less than 100 
yards from Caversham Bridge and 
close to 3 free car parks. Choose 
from our extensive range 

Pictures and picture framing -
cards and gift wrapping - china -
glass - silver and enamelled jewellery -
collectors thimbles and accessories -
Lymington glass mystiques -
photograph frames. 

We offer a gift wrapping service and are 
pleased to take Access or Barclaycard. 

5 CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM 
Telephone [0734[ 471 977 

ON MARCH 20, 1984, 
Caversham lost one 
of its oldest, most 
loved and respected 
residents . At:ter 
more than thirty 
years in retirement 
at 306 Kidmore 
Road, Senior Major 
Gertrude Bunker 
died in the Battle 
Hospital in her 
ninety-second year 
after a short illness 
of two days. 

Gertrude Bunker 
was born in London 
on November 3, 1892. 
In September 1917, 
she decided to leave 
home and train as a 
Salvation Army 
Officer in the garri­
son at Clapton. She 
was commissioned 
in 1918 and served in 

I 
a number of British 
Corps. In 1934 she 

, transferred to the 

EXPERT RE-UPHOLSTERY 
BY LOCAL CRAnSMEN 

YOUR 3-PIECE SUITE OR FIRESIDE CHAIR ETC 
RECOVERED WITH PERSONAL PRIDE AND 

SERVICE 

COMPLETE CURTAIN MAKING SERVICE 

BLINDS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

TAILOR-MADE LOOSE COVERS 

SUNDRIES SUPPLIED 

FOAM CUSHIONS CUT TO ORDER 

PROSPECT FURNISIDNGS 
Proprietor : H. Ellis 

6 Prospect Street, Caversham 
Reading RG4 BJG 
Tel: (0734) 476565 

Car park at rear of shop. Furniture bought and sold 

Women ' s Social 
Work Division 
devoting her life to 
caring for mothers 
with babies, teenage 
girls and the elderly 
in many places 
throughout Britain. 
In 1949 she became 
Warden of the Even­
tide Home in Wok­
ingham, Berkshire 
and it was from this 
position she retired 
to Caversham in 
1952. All her duties 
were carred out with 
deep Christian com­
mitment and devo­
tion and she was a 
wonderfully dedi­
cated and caring 
officer. 

From Caversham 
she remained 
actively engaged in 
good works for many 
years, helping at the 
Eventide Home at 
Medmenham , the 
Caversham Home 
League and many 
charities . It was 
quickly apparent 
Caversham had 
acquired a wonder­
ful Christian lady I 
devoting her life to II 
the service of the 
Lord and others , 
always putting her­
self last. She was for­
ever cheerful, kind ' 
and gentle. 

In old age she 
never failed to ' 
attend Sunday wor­
ship until a fall and 
broken hip at the age 
of ninety, necessi- , 
tated a very long 
operation. She sur­
prised everyone by 
making an amazing 
recovery , being 
quickly out of bed ' 
and cheering every­
one around her in 
hospital. She was 
back home in record 
time and was able to 
visit neighbours and 
walk around her gar­
den which she loved 
so much. In her last 
rear, she was often 
m great pain but 

,! HEATING f 
"-:: ~ 
~ 36 Harrogate Road "-
~ Caversham, Reading ~ 
~ Telephone Reading 473667 or 862266 t 
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remarkably cheerful 
taking delight at 
solving crosswords 
and other puzzles. 
When visitors called 
and asked how she 
was, her quick reply 
was typically, "all 
the better for seeing 
you " showing her 
usual concern for <-----------------­
others and lack of 
concern for herself. 

The funeral ser­
vice at the Salvation 
Army Citadel in 
Reading on March 
26 gave an opportun­
ity for many tributes 
to be paid to her life 
of service. Thanks 
were given for the 
life of a wonderful 
lad y who deeply 
loved her Lord and 
neighbour; man y 
will long remember 
with great joy this 
truly Christian lady. 

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way 
and hire 

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER 
from 

SUPREMA DRY CLEANERS 
328 CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM 

Telephone 477713 

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the din 
being removed 

:;:::::::::::;:;:::::::::;:;:;:;::::::::::::::::::':::::·:::::::::::::::::::::·:·:·::•··:•:::::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD 

A lways planting beautiful trees and shrubs 
throughout Southern England 

Formation of complete forests 

Care and maintenance of trees a speciality 

Careful, tidy work 

Professional members Institute of Foresters of Great Britain 

27 St Peter's Avenue, Caversham, Reading 
· Telephone 471124 



PegeTwelve 

ANGLICA ' 
t Pcter·s 

SUNDAY SERVICES IN JULY 
:-~:~ ~:~•1citc"O~r1ruNI01 

11 15arn ll ol~· Communion (lsl and 3rd Sundays) 
11 15nm Matins (2nd, -Ith nnd 5th Sundays) 
6.30pm E\'cnsong 

St John"s 
8.00am HolJ Communion 
9 IS.m FAMILY EUCHARIST 

t 1 00nm Ch1lci ren·s Scn•1ce (1st unday) 
StAndre-w's 

8.00am HolyCommun1on 
9 !Sarr FAMILY ELICHAHI T 

11 15am Ho!; Communion (not 3rd Sunday) 
11.15nm Mai ins (3rd Sunday) 
6.30om E\'enson2 

St Barnabas' 
8.00am Holy Communion 
9.15am FAJIIILY EUCHARIST 

t 1.00am Service for Parents and Children (last Sund~) 

I 

{ 
CAVERS II AM IIILL CIIAPEI. 
10.30am Morning Service 
6.30pm Eveni ng Service 

METHODIST 
Cavers ham 
11.00am Morning Service 
6.30pm Evening Service 

caversham Heights 
11.00am Morning Service 
6.30pm Evening Service 

ROMAN CATHOLI C 
St Anne's 

9.00am , l 1.00am Ja lso Salurdays 5.30pm) 

Our LadyofCaversham 
8.30 and 10.30am, 5pm Mass 

St Martin's School 
9.15am Mass 

~~~~;~~:~ (~~
0
s~

5
;unday) 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
~-~~~a~f·".s~~i~~ri~~ay) 

I}~:~ ~1~1~imco~f ~fu~\s6~und3
y) 

CA \'ERSIIAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH 
10.30am Morntng Service 

There is no URC in Caversham. The nearest is in York Road 
over Caversham Bridge. 
Morning worship 1 tarn 
Evening worship 6.30pm 
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS IQuakers) c~

3
Sftl'sfa;i~a'lr~f:uRCII (Camsham Park Primary 

Sc~ocl) 
I IOOam FAJIULY COMMUNION (1st and 3rd Sundays) 

MORNING WORSHIP(2nd and 4th Sundays) 

meet at the Friends' Meeting House in Church Street 
(Reading) for worship a t 10.45am. There a re classes for 
children at the same time 

WE RECORD 

Cyril H. Lovegrove 

BAPTISED 
St Peter's 
May 13- Philippa Susan Pearson 

St John's 
Your local funeral director May 13-Clare Sturgess, Neil Douglas, Ian Douglas 

May 27 - Richard Barter 

Should you wish to te lephone there is an 
experienced member of our staff avai lable 24 

hour a day to offer advice 

114-116 OXFORD ROAD, 
READING 

Telephone 52016 (day or night) 

Chupel'i of R~t - Monumental Masonry 
901

N 

Caversham Park 
April 29- Vicki and Liam Shanly 
May 27 - Katrina Weatherhead 

MARRIED 
StPeter's 

OD 
OD 

May 5 - Anthony Paxton and Janet Angel 
May 12 - Trevor l\lurphy and Lindsey <.:oles, 

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE 
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 

Colin Gibbs and Sandra Farrow 
l\1ay 19-Jonathan Craig and Susan Dale 
May 26 - Michael Upton and Christine Good worth 

St John's . 
May 12- David Smillie and Lesley Hopkms 

Offers 10, 

I Give help in a domesuc emergency 

2 V1s,1 and offer help 10 1he sick, lonely and/or 
housebound CAVERSHAM PARK HOUSE COMMUNIONS 

3 Provide emergency 1ransport 

If you are in need of help OR CAN 
OCCASIONALLY OFFER TO HELP OTHERS, 

please telephone Reading 479048 or 
476181 

Wednesdays at 10.30am 
Ju ly 4-4 Chestnut Avenue (Dorothy Bishop) 
J uly 11-18 Woods Road (Jeanne Latter) 
Ju ly 18-20 Osterley Drive (Pat Gray) 
July 25-1 Kelso Mews (Diana Etherington 

'""' August 1- 13 Newton Avenue (Rosemary Randals) 

E. B. JOINERY 

FENCING 
SUPERIOR OVERLAP 
PANELS 

NAILED NOT STAPLED 

PRESSURE TREATED BY 
RENTOKIL CELCURE FOR 
LIFE 

ABSOLUTELY NO 
FURTHER TREATMENT 

FULL RANGE OF POSTS 

METPOST STOCKISTS 

Telephone 479727 

WOODEN WINDOWS 

DOD 
ANY SIZE OR STYLE 

SOF1WOOD OR BEAUTIFUL 
MAHOGANY, SINGLE OR 
DOUBLE GLAZED 

COMPLETE GLAZING 
AND FITTING SERVICE 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

TIMBER 

HARDWOOD 
AND 

SOF1WOOD 

SHEET MATERIAL 
CUT TO SIZE 

SPECIAL SIZES 
TO ORDER 

YOUR LOCAL 
SPECIALISTS 
SINCE 1969 

36B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING 
Access via Chester Street car park 

J. R. McCARDLE 
STONEMASON 

Fine Memorials in 
Marble, Stone and 

Granite 

Restoration and all 
other masonry 

undertaken 

READING 62362 
90111 

A.H.WHITE 
(N.A.F.D.) 

New Offices and Private 
Chapel 

15 BOULTSTREET 
READING 

(Rear 11 The G rove) 

Telephone 54334 
Late 63921 

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JULY 1984 

A.B.WALKER 
&SON LTD 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Independent Family Business serving 

Caversham since 1826 

-ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD, 
READING 

(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital) 

Tel: Reading 53650 

Day and night service 
Monumental Masons Priva te Chapels 

A. F.JONES 

MASTER 
MASONS 

Craftsmen in Scone 

BEDFORD RD 
READING 
Telephone 

53537 

TOMALIN & SON 
IN.A.F.D.) 

Funeral 
Directors 
48 New Street 

Henley-on-Thames 

Telephone 3370 
DAY AND NCGHT .. ,,, 

W.R. BOURTON USON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

111 WATLINGTON STREET, READING 

Tel: 53825 24-HOU_R SERVICE 

D. W. MORRIS 

CARPET 
FITTER 

Old carpets readapted, I 
vi ny ls, etc 

Carpets, upholstery, 
cleaned on si te o r hire 

machine 

FREE ESTIMATES 

9 Mayfield Drive, 
Caversham 

Telephone 47928.'l_ 
11 :J!i 

OLD 
CHRISTENING 

ROBES 
FOR HIRE 

Si lk, couon, lace, 
bul comfortable 

£5for 
Save The Children Fund 

Contact : Liz Banks 

Telephone: 473686 afler 
office hours 

·••··············· 
: G.' J. BOXALL ~ 
: Painter and ,: 
• Decorator "i . . . 
• 344 HEMDEAN ROAD • · 
: CAVERSHAM : 
• Tel. Reading 472181 • 

13038 

L. W. YEATES 
LIMITED 

Central Heating and 
Plumbing 

Complete systems 
designed and insta lled 
by qualified engineers 

21 Star Road 
Caversham ; 

Reading 

Tel. Reading 471016 
!ll ! l/1 . 

Your 

PET SHOP 
In 

CAVERSHAM 
Gee Gee Pets and 

Aquaria 
29 PROSPECT STREET 

Reading 472422 
late nighffriday 6pm 

Also READING MARKET -
Friday and Saturday 

9119' 

D. HARRIS 
Roofing and guttering 

repairs, etc 
Slate. tile. felt 

fling ll/EAOIIIG 
476556 

: •••••••••••• ~'~; :1-----------'-"'"""'' 

J. LUCKETT (Insurance Services) LTD 
PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE 

NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street, Caversham 
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950 
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