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SOUTHCOTE -BOUND 
WHO'S going to be a Vicar with 
no church? Why, our own Derek 
Spears, whose first task when he 
gets to Southcote will be to get a 
roof put on his Church. 

thi s period Derek ha s 
also been priest at St 
Margaret ' s , Maple­
durham. To see him 
leap on to hi s great 
black motorbike after 
taking the service at St 
Peter' s in order to 
officiate at Maple-

heT~;!\o'ln;aS~~b/;.,C:: 
in Caversham, though 
he has reso lved suc­
cessfully other diffi ­
culties as great. 

Caversham will be 
sorry to lose th e 
Reverend Derek 
Spears in April when 
he goes as Vicar to 
Southcote parish. He 
has been here five 
years, and has made 
his mark in many 
field s, from talking to 
St Peter's wives about 
Offenbach, to giv ing a 
graphic personifica­
tion of the Devil in the 
Mystery Plays la s t 

year, and more lately durham at their 11 
taking important roles o'clock se rvice was a 
in the Caversham s pec tacle not easily 
Players productions. ' ;~~~~~~· s~~~ 1t d~~f 
CJ CJ cation to his job , 
CJ CJ matched by the si ncer­

ity that s howed 
Twice in the past through in conducting 

three years Derek has hi s serv ices. 
had thrust upon him 
the task of lookin g 
after St Peter's - dur­
ing Canon Grimwade's 
three months ' sabbati­
cal, and more recently 
during the nine 
months' interregnum 
before the Rev 
Richard Kingsb ury 
arrived. Throughout 

In hi s pastoral work 
too, it was his si ncerity 
and Lael in difficult 
si tuations that will 
make him remem­
bered in more than 
one house hold where 
disaster had struck 
and where hi s sym­
pa lh eti c presence 
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eased the grief and 
sad ness. 

Derek has always 
been al home among 
young people. He has 
been known to frolic 
around at St Peter's 
Brownie Pack holi­
days and Cu b camps. 
Last year he look over 
the organising of the 
Pari s h Holida y at 
Embley Park, ru shing 
hither and thither to 
make sure that every­
one was having a good 
lime. 

CJD 
CJD 

We shall all miss 
Derek - he has won a 
place in the hearts of 
Caversham and 
Mapledurham people. 
We shall watch 
Derek's progress in 
Southcote with proud 
interest. 

The Abbeyfield Society 
rHIS MONTH the "Caversham Bridge" features the Abbeyfield Society in 
its more general aspect. In a subsequent issue its activities in Reading 
and, in particular, in Caversham will be highlighted. "Abbeyfield" is 
unknown to many and to others it appears to be one of the lesser known 
organisations catering for the housing needs of lonely elderly people. Our 
feature seeks to remedy any lack of information which may exist. 
Of those people 

over 75 years of age 
it is claimed that 
half live alone and 
that half-a-million 
of them require 
practical help and 
care. Care of the 
elderly is one of 
society's most 
pressing concerns 
and one which will 
continue lo grow. It 
is a challenge to our 
humanity , not that 
we care enough but 
that we give the 
right kind of help. 
Such help must 
enable the elderly 
to maintain their 
dignity and inde­
pendence thereby 
enabling them to 
continue a normal 

life in the com­
munity. 

Help is required 
everywhere and 
currently more than 
800 houses in towns 
and cities through­
out the country 
have been set up 
and are adminis­
tered by the 
Abbeyfield Society. 
The first Abbey­
fiefd House was 
opened in Ber­
mondsey in 1956. 
The idea was sim­
ple and in a way 
somewhat revolu ­
tionary. It aimed lo 
provide small com­
munities where the 
elderly could 
remain indepen -

dent but supported 
by neighbours and 
friends readily to 
hand. 

Abbeyfield 
houses appear in 
various shapes and 
sizes and are indis­
tinguishable from 
other houses in the 
street. Within each 
house six to eight 
residents have their 
separate rooms -
their own territory 
- furnished with 
their prized posses­
sions which renecl 
their individual 
personalities . 
Within their rooms 
residents are free lo 
do as they please 
within the bounds 

of common courtesy 
as found in any 
other well ordered 
home. The rooms 
are healed , pro­
vided with wash­
basins with hot and 
cold running water, 
a kettl e and a small 
boiling ring . An 
Abbeyfield house is 
not just a collection 
of bed-si tting rooms 
- it is a home from 
home run like any 
other family home 
by the housekeeper. 
The housekeeper 
cooks and provides 
the two mam meals 
of the day - lunch 
and high lea, does 
the shopping and 
ensures that the 

• Derek Spears 

house runs 
smoo thl y. She is 
neither a nurse nor 
a supervisor; she 
does not interfere 
but is available 
when needed like 
any other head of a 
family. She keeps a 
weather-eye on the 
res idents and if one 
is unwell she deals 
with any problems 
a nd difficulties. 

The management 
concept 

The housekeeper 
is. in turn, sup­
ported by a House 
Co mmittee which 
manages the house 
and cares for the 
social needs of the 
residents, assisting 
with personal mat­
ters such as the col ­
lecting of pensions, 
shoppmg and visits 
to doctors and 
chiropodists. The 
members of the 
Committee make 
regular visits to the 
house and act as a 
link between the 
residents and the 
community. 

Finance is of vital 
importance. the 

hou ses aim to be 
se lf-supporting. 
Each resident pays 
a fixed weekly 
monthly sum to 
cover the cost of the 
room . heal and 
light. meals. the 
hou sekeeper's 
wages and the gene­
ral upkeep and run­
ning of the hou e. 

Whilst each house 
is set up and super­
vised by an auton­
omous local 
Abbeyfield Societ)' 
it is the local execu­
tive which builds 
foundations and 
determines future 
strategy . Abbey­
fi e ld · s growth 
throughout the 
years has been 
dramatic a nd has 
seen many changes. 

Such changes have 
been direct, like the 
financial help given 
bv government. 
whilst other have 
been indirect. si:ch 
as the Societv·s ven­
ture into Exfra-care 
for the frail elder!~ . 

The upporlive 
houses exist to help 
tho e who cannot 

✓,alton Ao¥r:s 

quite cope on their 
own but are 
ba ically fil Such 
h o use s are no ! 
inte nd ed to deal 
with the problems 
of eve re ii I ne or 
feeblenes . Extra­
care i an extension 
of Abbeyfield 's con­
cern for the elderly 
in that resident·s 
are. hop efully, 
looked after for the 
rest of the ir lives -
it is both ambitious 
and co tly. 

The ongoing task 
Since 1956 

Abbeyfield , helped 
bv thou and of 
volunteer workers. 
has pursued its aim 
to proYide comfort­
able homes for the 
elderlv where their 
independence 1s 
respected and 
loneliness is much 
less to be feared . 
The number of 
people requiring 
such help increases 
year by year and 
whilst Abbeyfi<'ld is 
continuing to 
expand the pr blem 
remains. 
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TALKING· POINT 
By REV TOM MEAGHER 

Catholic Priest in Caversham 

PRECISION OF 
THOUGHT AND 

LANGUAGE 
AS A parallel t o the article by the Rev Ralph Rogerson, may I make a plea 
in this issue for more precision of thought and language, and especially in 
regard to Religious thought and language. To take up the Methodist 
m inister's point about Truth, thought and language must be the vehicles 
by which Truth is given t o us. 

The Catholic Church had a woll.derful means of 
expressing that prec1s1on in 1lS language; the "dead " 
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students for the priesthood are now ignorant of its 
importance a nd tts ri ches Fortunately. the Church 
promul~ates !ls dec rees in Latin . so that exact meaning 
1s kept in this rega rd. in the al most free-for-all Liturgy 
~~e ~=-~~~ry ~~ t

1
~~ ~:~:~u~~~yers has become something 

~e decline of precision doesn't only apply lo the 
Li turgy; 1t covers all ou r lives in this age of instant news 
(and, therefore) instant "wisdom", so that people seem 10 
form thei r ,riews main ly, if not wholly, from the Televi­
s ion. Radio and New papers Where is the pe rson who 
would now consull an authori tative book on the subject? 
Religious afTa 1rs a lwabs seem to sufTer part icularly, and 
~~~~: ~.h;!i?~u~~'ic~oaw b~t~~ ignorance shown even by 

I have heard it sa id that Catholics. for example, 
,..,orsh1p Our Lady and even the Pope ' No amount of 
d1scla1m ing could dislodge these wrong sta te me nts from 
the mrnds of the listeners: th e state ment. however wild, 
has been made. and that see ms to make it far more 
important (at least for the time bemg} than those famou s 
ten statements mscnbed on two tablets of stone. It 1s also 
said that the Church shou ld bring itse lf rnto the 1wen-

!~~tth t~e~hui<lj f~~:~~f~rf~h~s~~~ b~rblr~~~h~i~g ([~rd~t~~ 
How can moral teaching belons to one centui,,• ra ther 
than anothe r Only the application of principles can be 
used more particularly in one century or another; the 
pn nc1ples are timeless If we keep God 's comma nd· 
ments . we ac t rn accordance with the purpose of our 
creauon. 1fwe do not. then we are di storting God's plan , 
and Jeopardising our own eternal sa lva tion. No amount 
of pretending. or talk about "situation ethics" can alte r 
facts 

Turning to the doctrinal aspect of God 's revelation. we 
have recently received very wrong 1mpress1ons of the 
work of the "Anglican-Roman Catholi c International 
Comm1ss1on", or. si nce people seem to love letters 
ARCIC. This was a grandiose title fo r a group of 

~~IT~~:~~e~o~~ :feJ~~t~~~en°-tht~r:~~~ci~ri~s~~~j~s:~:J 
the subJects of Authority and the Eucharist. The ir 
find ings certainly do not Justify the description "sub­
sta ntia l agreement" given to thei r Joint state me nt on the 
Eucharist, or their evident euphoria when considering 
the meaning of authori ty 1n the Church. 
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•• 
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Pope. on which that fatth sets such great store. To reduce 
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the 01v1ne lnsutuuon of the Church or the Papacy? Even 
more, 1t 1s extraordina ry to apply the word "substantial " 
to the "agreement" about the EuchansL There could not 
be substanual aBreement whe n the nature of the Real 

:~=:=~~ll~~ ~~ r;,se\~~~ji;:~r~a~;a~~ n~:~~e°~a~~;er!f 
priestly orders were even considered, or 1f they were. we 
should surely have been informed of the facL 

Jt 1s precisely the loose description "substantial " 
whi ch illustrates my point about lack of prec ision: St 
Thomas Aquinas. applying the principles of Aristotle. 
sets grea l store by the exact meanmg of the word, 
1ron1cally in rel atJon to the Eucha n sL 

Again, Ou r Blessed Lord , on hts discourse an.er the 
mulllphcatJon of the loaves and fi:,h es, when he foretold 
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his fr ie nds rathe r than promulga te a bogus doc trine. 
What the n is ha nded to us now in the name of re ligion? 

It seems to be a ki nd of policy that nothing "controver• 
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that noth ing definite is stated at a ll : and then along will 
come our old fr ie nds a nd substitu tes fo r re ligion " I do no 

~~~~ !i:; ~oen~:a~ro;;:~a ; ;i~r~n~~~ ; e,f~~n~1~~-~ t~ 
wha teve r denomi na t iQ n. a nd th ey see m to be · 
interchangeable ve rs ions ofa kind of cosy, easy morali ty: 
the only d iffic ulty may be tha t any co nnec tion between 
this and rea l re ligion is purely coincidental. It might 
seem diffi cult to understa nd why Chr ist should have 
died. Why should Christian marty rs have died either? 

•• 
•• 

Did Chr is t not beco me " cont rove rsia l" when · he 
revea led the truth in general. or any one of many truths 
in particula r? He could easily have headed ofT his 
persecution by the J ews if he had poi nted out that he 
d idn't mea n any of his very hard teaching. 

Is it poss ib le that the time is now here that was 

~ii1d ~~t~i1:yc~~a~~~nhi~: na r; ;ng ~~o~ ~rr~hd ·~tr ~i~~~ 
doctr in e. always itching to hea r someth inB fresh; and so 
they will provide themselves wi th a continuous succes• 

~i:anf ~~~i;t~~3
fr~~h~·bess ~~! i~; it~e\; ka~iel~u:n ~u;r~bfe! 

instead". 
When Our Lord sent his apostles out they were to 

"teach all tha t I have commanded you•·- The "all" 
contai ns some very stern stufT. 

Very often this vague ness and woolliness in morals 
and doctr ine may have somethi ng to do wi th a wrong 

rt~~~~aenn~~~, 0
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incl ude honesty. No good ever comes from cloa king over 
tru ths; that is not onl)' di shones t, it is unchari table, for if 
one be lieves something to be right. one will want a ll to 
sha re it fo r the pr ivi lege of the truth. Who will thank us 

foW'haettfhi~i;fJeration, and indeed any other, looks for is 
convic tion and authority. Our Lord spoke as one not like 
the Scri bes and Pharisees, but "as one hav ing authority". 
If a Church can speak li ke that, and give the timeless 

~:~~~~n~ noJ ~~[i~~ ~eea:;~~~-~Y'j / ~i r,c~it" f e1~~ ~~~~ ;~~ 
genui ne inquire r pa use and thin k. 

To retu rn to mfi origi na l plea : wh ere is the logician, the 

f~~~;?
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Aq ui nas? Perha ps St T homas·s meth od is al most 
unknown today, but he a rgues by logic, a nd the apparent 
si mflicity of his argument always covers reat inte ll ec-

~tr/ct~~h ... I ~~~:a+hd~~?i~i~t~ .. is} ~sat~~itti~~ hf~sr gfl~~ 
fo rmers, even studen ts in semina ries today fi nd him 

~!r~~un':e~ .. j~"~~~~~ii~~f's~ ~hheo~a;~ k~!g;~i:::i:,,;~~ 
the poi nt he is making, and comes to a logica l conclus ion 
from logica l pre mises. His whole thesis is that, while 
Fai th is a gin from God. the Act of Fa ith is a reasonable 

i~ta~~At ~erfv~~ rf!si~at~Iifi;of~~;o~~~ nboetc~~~~Pi~~ 
object of Tieology is God Himse lf, then Theo logy, far 

fr1~~~iffeur~~~i1r~t~;~~t h;f1h:eg~~~fd:.J~d!n wa m e 
or collections of ja rgon which can pass for theo logy 
today! I wou ld comme nd St Thomas to anyone who 
doubts the intellectual content of the raith, or who th inks 
that the faith , or any pa rt of it, may be untrue. It may be 
wi shful th1nkinJ to ex pect anothe r genius like him, but 
let us pray for hi s clarity of though t! 
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CAVERSHAM METHODIST CHURCH 
GOSBROOK ROAD 

APRIL BAND 9 

FLOWER FESTIVAL 
Sunday, April 8 

11 .00am MORNING SERVICE. Preacher Mr John 
Phillippo 

3.00pm-6.00pm AFTERNOON TEA will be 
served 

6.30pm EVEN !NG SERVICE. Preacher Rev John 
Stephens (Superintendent Reading and Silchester 

M ethodist Circuit) 

Monday, April 9 

7. 00pm-9.00pm COFFEE w ill be served 

8. 00pm-8.J0pm FESTI VAL SERVICE. Conducted 
by Rev Ralph Rogerson BA 

All are welcome 

Proceeds in aid of Church Hall Refurbishment 
Project 

STAN ELDON SPORTS 

FOR YOUR BACK TO 
SCHOOL WEAR 

LARGE SELECTION OF 

Football boots (screw-ins 
and moulded),.hockey 

boots, rugby jerseys, 

football jerseys, shorts, 

socks, skirts, blouses, 
tracksuits, sweatshirts 

STOCKIST OF ALL 

HIGHDOWN KIT 

AND MANY 

OTHER SCHOOLS 

STAN ELDON SPORTS 
ST MARTINS CENTRE, CAVERSHAM 

Telephone: READING 473588 
BARCLAYCARD AND ACCESS WELCOME 
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NEW HEALTH CENTRE FOR CAVERSHAM 

L 

• There was a mixture of jubilation and rewet when the Priorv R_oad practice finally exchanged contracts and the green light was given for the new Health Centre. Clearly the doctors 
are excited at the prospect ahead. The plan of the front elevation ,s shown above though the final building may differ slightly. Existing buildings in Hemdean Road can be seen at 
one end. It is hoped that the new centre will open in May 1985 

Summer in 
Belgium for 
25 shillings 

NO! NOT can you go, but were you there? In 1921 that is. 
Bargain as it seems, only half the St Peter's Scouts could be 
provided with that fare for their ambitious summer camp. 

An extract from 
the Parish Maga­
zine for September 
1921 reads: 

"The Summer 
Camp was held at 
Ostend. Thirty-two 
members of the St 
Peter 's troop, 
together with the 
1st Berks troop , 
camping in the 
Marie Henriett e 
Pare. We left Read­
ing on Wednesday 
July 27th, and 
"roughed it" in Red­
hi 11 s tation , and 
completed the jour­
ney to Dover early 
in the morning. The 
crossing was 
smooth and calls for 
no comment. On 
arrival at the camp 
site , we found 
nothing prepared , 
owing to some mis­
understanding, and 

Alan Longstaffe Gala Publicity Officer 

slept that night in 
an open band stand, 
but thanks to the 
efforts of the British 
Chaplain and the 
Belgian Scoutmas­
ter we found 
accommodation for 
everyone next day. 
It was a holiday 
camp, no scout work 
being carried out, 
bathing and visits to 
the town being the 
order of the day. A 
very enjoyable day 
was spent at Mid­
dle ke rke , where 
German guns and 
dug-outs were 
visited and many 
souvenirs collected, 
a few of them of a 
dangerous nature , 
but they were 
promptly consigned 

to the lake. On Sun­
day we had a 
Church Parade at 
the British Church , 
followed by a march 
to the cemetery , 
where a wreath was 
laid on the grave of 
an " Unknown Bel­
gian Soldier". 

The camp, in sp ite 
of many unforeseen 
difficulties, was 
very enjoyable, and 
we arrived in Read­
ing at midnight on 
August 4, feel in g 
very fit , having by 
this time recovered 
from the effects of a 
very choppy return 
crossing. " ASSIS ­
TANT COOK" 

Were you one, or 
do you know any of 
those scouts? The 

YOUR CAVERSHAM AGENTS FOR 50 YEARS 

Martin& Pole,John D.Wood 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS AND ESTATE 
AGENTS 

LOCAL OFFICE 

16 CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM 
TEL. READING 472877 and 477561 

Also at Reading (Head Office), Earley, Pangbourne, Goring, 
Henley, Mortimer, Thatcham and Newbury 

Associated Offices: London and Wokingham 

London Office: 23 Berkeley Square, W1 

PROPERTY IS OUR BUSINESS 

3rd Readin g, St 
Peter's Caversham 
Scout Group is hop­
ing to contact and 
welcome many past 
members , Cub s , 
Browni es, Scouts 
and Guides lo it 's 
Annivers ary Gala 
Weekend on May 4 
and 5. 

The Group wa s 
first formed in 1909, 
seventy-five years 
ago. and a lso cele­
brates its tenth year 
al the Grove Hi ll 
HQ. 

Festivities com ­
mence on Friday 
Evenin g, Ma y 4 , 
with a Barn Dance. 
An Open Afle rnoon 
and Gala Supper 
follow on the Satur­
day and all Group 
members past and 
present are invited 
to apply for ticke ts! 

There will be 
ma n y attractive 
" limited edition" 
articles and souve­
nirs on sale as well 
as displa ys and 
photographs of the 
Group 's man y 
achievements. 

Keep the dates in 

mind and look out 
for our notices and 
posters. 

N. G. KENT & SONS 
LADIES AND GE NTS 

ALTERATION 
TAILORS 

CHURCH HOUSE 
~ 59 CHURCH STREE 

CAVERSHAM 
Telephone : 479378 

* ALTERATIONS 

* MEN 'S DRESS HIRE 

-VISA -
* INVISIBLE REPAIR SERVICE 

* JACKETS AND COATS RELi ED 

aAVERSHAM BOOKSHOP 

35 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING 
Telephone Reading 482800 

General F1c11on - Science F ct,on - Class,c L,te, atu•e Tt ' 
Social Sciences - Open Un,vers t · Te,t - Langl! ,cs ard 
L1ngu1st1cs - D1c11onaries and Reference Books - ~,de' 

Manuals - The Arts and Crafts - Le,sure and Soo'\ 

ALSO A 

COMPREHENSIVE RELIGIOUS SECTION 

Bibles - Th eology - Commentaries - Praver Boo s -
Relig ious Books for Children 

ALSO A 

LARGE CHILDREN'S SECTION 

In add111on to stoc 1ng a w ide vanet o eh ldrC'n s boo s, , c 
shall be pleased to offer advice on the cho,cL of boo ·s for •our 
children based on our experience 111 various ,,,Ids of educat on 
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TOP QUALITY BUTCHER 

P. MUNDY 
324 Hemdean Road 

Caversham, Reading, Berks 
Tel. Reading 479955 

RESIDENTS' 
VIEWPOINT 

By WATCHDOG 

Retai l deliveries twice weekly, Tuesday and 
Friday 

HOME FREEZER MEAT 
SUPPLIED AND 

DELIVERED 

"'"" 

Long delays expected 
WE CAN look forward to a summer of discontent 
with Prospect Street being up fo~ thre_e months 
whilst essential sewe·rage work 1s bemg done. 
Nobody is going to deny the nec·essity for any of 
the road works to which Reading has been 
subjected in the past year, though one has been 
due to poor materials _being used i~ the first 
place, but it does sometimes ~eems as 1f contra~­

~===:;;;:;~~~~:;;;;;:;;;~ tors take their time when 1t comes to public 
works, regardless of the delays and confusions 

Walton Adams 
& Son Limited 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Telephone Reading 477904 

1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
WEDDING ATHOME PASSPORT 

J. A. TILBURY & CO 
Landscape Gardeners and Fencing Contractors 

SHRUBS AND TREES SUPPLIED AND 
PLANTED 

PATIOS, PONDS AND ROCK GARDENS 

305 Wokingham Road, Earley 

Phone: Reading 662821 

Tree and shrub department NOW OPEN at rear o ( 
Cook 's, 30 SJl111Jr Street, Reading. Tel. 867338 

90195 

J. LUCKITT (Insurance Services) LTD 
PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE 

NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street, Caversham 

Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950 

caused. 
.Prospect Street is 

a main artery 
through Caversham; 
it is a shopping 
street, and the con­
tents of a large car 
park disgorge into 
1t. It is not very long 
though, in spite of 
its key position, and 
three months seems 

· an excessive time to 
be working on it. 

When it is 
finished , motorists 
can then have fun 

this was pointed 
out, particularly by 
Caversham Resi­
dents' Association, 
at the public 
inquiry, but they 
were over-ruled. 
Let us hope that this 
is not the thin end 
of the wedge as we 
do not want Caver­
sham to emulate 
Reading with . its 
dozens of high rise 
office buildings. 

dealing with the Plansturned 
mobile mini-round- down 
about to be instal- Protests have 
led at its Gosbrook 
Road junction when paid off with regard 
the Waitrose to two sets of 
development is applications that 
completed . At have been turned 
present pedestrian$ down. This does not 
are the main suffer- mean we have 
ers as they have to heard the last of 
step out into the them, of course. The 
traffic stream to Lorco-Goodman's-
avoid the mud lying Salter's site has 
on what used to be been refused per-
the pavement, but mission for the 
then pedestrians large office and 
don 't really count. small housing pro-

A number of posals. The housing 
people have corn- development at the 
mented on th e end of Hemdean 
height of the associ- Road has also been 
ated office building turned down. The 
ri sing on this site. It Chairman of Plan-
is too high for its n in g, Co u n B. 
s urroundings and Fowles, was poss-

r,1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;"';10//;~~~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~7I i bly stretch ing it a - bit when he likened 
the proposals to 

WEST BERKSHIRE 
COMMUNITY HEAL TH 

COUNCIL 
The West Berkshire Community Heath Council represents the 
public's interest in Health Service affairs in Caversham, 

Reading and West Berkshire. 

temporary gypsy 
encampment along 
Richfield Avenue. 
A tolerant society 
ought to be able to 
put up with a few 
people who do not 
conform with 
accepted norms . 
These gypsies are 
(probably "were" by 
the time this 
appears in print), 
on land not being 
used at present, 
they are not 
amongst housing, 
are interfering with 
no one's conveni­
ence, and are only 
by their very 
nature, there tem­
porarily. 

Urbanisation, 
current farming 
practices , motor­
ways and modern 
roads, are harass­
ments enough for 
these people, who 
are only following 
their traditional 
way of life. Imagine 
the complaints if 
they started 
queuing for Council 
houses. To say that 
they are not really 
gypsies because 
th ey don ' t roast 
hedgehogs or dance 
round a camp fire to 
clicking castanets is 
tantamount to 
saying that most of 
us are not really 
English because we 
don 't wear smocks 
or sun bonnets and 
dance round a 
maypole on the vil­
lage green. 

Swanson the 
Thames 

Swans however 
are on the whole 
popular ,- even if 
they .do sometimes 
hiss in a threaten­
ing way, but one 

thing they share 
with gypsies, apart 
from living in the 
open air, is that 
their way of life also 
is threatened. Jfyou 
would like to hear 
more about swans, 
their history and 
their habits , then 
come to the Annual 
Meeting of the Resi­
dents' Associations, 
on Monday, April 2. 
After the formal 
business, Mr Laur­
ence Over, who is a 
mine of information 
about these elegant 
creatures without 
whom the Thames 
would be unthink­
able will be talking 
about them and 
showing some of his 
excellent slides. 

We shall not be 
considering a third 
bridge as pre­
viously announced, 

as it seemed better 
to postpone this till 
later when more 
information was 
available. As has 
also been stated 
elsewhere, a mer­
ger with Maple­
durham Area Resi­
dents' Association 
is to be recom­
mended. Fuller 
details about 
membership of this 
enlarged associ­
ation are obtain­
able from the 
Secretary on Read­
ing 472300. A lively 
Residents' Associ­
ation is vital to a 
locality. If you do 
not belong, con­
sider doin~ so. If 
you would hke to be 
more actively 
involved, offer your­
self as a committee 
member. Don't be 
put off by natural 
reticence. 

29 Friar Street, Reading RG11DP . 
Telephone (0734) 585 181 
7 The Triangl e, Tilehurst , Reading RG3 4RN . 
Telephone (0734) 22128 
42 Church Street , Caversham, Reading RG4 8AU . 
Tel ephone (0734) 478278 
64 Wood Lane, Sonnlng Common , Oxon RG4 9SL. 
Telephone 10734) 723737 
38 Headley Road , Woodley , Read ing RG5 4JA . 
Telephone (0734) 695767 

The twenty-four members of the Council are drawn from local 
authorities, voluntary organisations and other sections of the 
commun ity. They form an experienced independent group, 

representing your health care interests. 
Council meetings held regularly are open to the public and 

Victoria n terraces 
in a mining valley, 
but he had a point. 
The problem about 
this particular site 
has always been 
that outline permis­
sion already exists, 
which makes it dif­
ficult to fight with 
the same vigour 
with which any pro­
posals further along 
the valley would be­
contested. It is 
therefore encourag­
ing to see the Plan­
ning Committee rec­
ommending an 
examination of the 
validity of this origi­
nal permission. No 
one wants lo see 
either Victorian 
terraces or modern 
luxury housing on 
this site. 

NATIONWIDE DISTRIBUTION OF COMPUTERS AND 
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT : ONE PARCEL TO A FULL LOAD 

notes are put in the local press 
The influence and effectiveness of the Council depends on the 
weight of public opinion behind it. Views, ideas, proposals or 
complaints on any aspect of local health affairs - from 
individuals or from community or other groups - are 

welcome. 
The more views that come to hand the better the Council can 

act on your behalf. 
For further information, call or telephone our friendly staff 

John Stevens (Secretary), 10 Gun Street, Reading 
(behind Heelas) Telephone Reading 5!!5678 

90119 

The vagrant gypsy 
life 

A lot of uncharit­
able carping has 
been heard and 
written about the 

Move Transport 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

FULLY INSURED FOR ALL LOADS 
Personal belongings delivered anywhere in UK 

SHAFTESBURY ROAD 
READING 
BERKS 
Telephone (0734) 599626 

COMPUTER TAIL LIFT 
VEHICLES 

STORAGE AND · 
DISTRIBUTION 
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THE HISTORY OF 
AMERSHAM HALL 

BATTERIES AT LOW PRICES 
From your local battery specialist 

(EASY PARKING) 

headship, and later 
that of his son 
Alfred Slater West. 
Then in 1892 Amer­
sham Hall was sold 
and renamed Queen 
Anne's School , 
becoming a branch 
of the famous Grey 
Coat School at 
Westminster. 

Ebenezer was a 
devoted member of 
the Baptist Church 
in Caversham and a 
generous benefac­
tor to it. Every week 
the boys from Amer­
sham Hall attended 
Sunday service, 
each paying a 
guinea a year for 
pew rent. . 

When his father 
died in 1895 Alfred 
Salter West took 
over the running of 
the school. 

covered swimming 
bath, which must 
have been quite a 
feature in the 
school and cost 
parents an extr a 
seven shillings a 
term for their sons 
to use . The boys 
also played football 
and cricket and had 
the use of three · 

guineas per annum. 
The horsecab termi­
nus was 1· ust near 
the schoo , outside 
the Prince of Wales, 
and here pupils 
could catch a bus 
into Reading sta­
tion. The cost in 
those days was 
seven and ,a half 
pence in our 

THE YEAR was 
1824 and in the vil­
lage of Chenies, 
near Rickmans ­
worth, Ebenezer 
West was busy 
founding a school 
for young gentle­
men. Here it 
flourished until 
1829 when it was 
transferred to 
nearby Amersham, 
to remain there 
until 1861. Then 
once again 
Ebenezer West 
moved his estab­
lishment, this time 
to Caversham. Why 
he chose this 
particular place is 
not known but there 
must have been a 
reason for this 
choice. Here in the 
Little End district 
of the village he 
purchased a large 
piece of land, some 
forty acres , lying 
north between the 
turnpike road to 
Henley and the old 
unmade way to 
Emmer Green, 
which was little 
more than a track 
between fields. On 
this site he built his 
new school which 
he named Amer­
sham Hall. Once 
ai,:ain it flourished, 
first under his 

It was a fine com­
plex . of . buildings. 
The large dining 
hall had · several 
fireplaces and over 
the main one hung a 
large pair of 
antlers. The quad­
rangle seems to 
have been an attrac­
tive place with 
arches on at least 
one side. There was 
also an infirmary 
for boys who fell 
sick and the use of a 
large hea~ed and 

Once Amersham Hall, now part of Queen Anne 's 
School. · 

11t'4 
GREENHAM WOMAN 
Dear Sirs. 

loilus gives what I am 
sure he intends to be a· 
balanced view of the 
Greenham Women. and 
ends up sitting on the 
fence. In fact he is not 
even there, for there are 
enough give-aways to 
show which side, given a 
tap, he would be pre­
pared to fall. 

The use of the word 
"notorious" in his first 
paragraph is one of the 
indications. Why not 
"famous" or if that sticks 
in the throat. "the best 
known protest group" 
would be a factual 
choice. 

Later he refers to 
Rent-a-Mob, not even 
crowd, you notice. This is 
an amusing enough term 
to mock widespread sup­
port for a view with 

which you disagree, but 
Rent-a-Mob will not get 
out tens of thousands of 
women on a freezing cold 
Sunday· in the run-up to 
Christmas. Only deeply 
held conviction will do 
that. loilus believes that 
widespread expression of 
opinion gets nowhere. 
What then does move 
governments? I believe 
equally firmly that if 
there had not been mass 
protests and publicity 
about the effect of nuc­
lear war, some power 
mad government would 
already have resorted to 
it. 

Then he goes on to 
state that he believes in 
the deterrent value of 
•nuclear weapons. Maybe 
this country has had a 
long period of peace, if 
you dqn 't count the Falk-

Fives Courts and a 
covered gymna ­
sium. 

During the head­
ship of Alfred West 
fees for pupils 
under twelve were 
seventy guineas a 
year, for those over 
twelve the fees rose 
a further ten 

lands War. but the rest of 
the world certainly has 
not, and as long as nuc­
lear weapons exist there 
is the threat that one of 
these lesser wars, at 
least in European eyes, 
could escalate into the 
final nuclear holocaust. 

One can only · agree 
that the method of polic­
ing is ridiculous. Why 
cannot-the United States 
guard their own weapons 
and base? Why take 
police· off tne streets of 
Reading and off the M4 
where they could be 
dealing with petty crimi­
nals and murderous 
motorists? Has loilus 
even considered how far 
youthful crime could be 
attributed to the feeling 
that nothing matters 
when there is no future 
ahead? A society which 
spends untold billions on 
weapons of self destruc­
tion instead of on care 
for those who need it and 
on enhancing the beauti­
ful world we were once 
given, should not be sur­
prised if this attitude 

SHIRE A11JARIVIS 
INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS 

Let ~e put my 14 years experience in alarms and security at 
your disposal 

Ring nowl 

READING 472131 

Peter Sear 

present day money. 
No day boys were 
taken and the num­
ber of boys attend­
ing was limited to 
eighty. 

J.M. Keynes was 
there 

The school had 
many scholastic 

rubs off on its younger 
members. 

This is an issue on 
which you cannot sit on 
the fence. You are either 
for nuclear weapons and 
all they stand for or you 
are against them. If you 
are the latter you must 
do some(hing about it. 
We cannot all be 
Greenham Common 
Women. even if we are 
women, but we can 
wholeheartedly support 
their aims. I do not find it 
at all confusing that they 
have been nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Peace is what it is all 
about. 

MOUYCASEY 
14 Albert Road 
Caversham 

KATY 
Dear Sirs, 

I enjoy Katy in Caver­
sham ·s page in Caver­
sham Bridge, but must 
disagree with her on one 
point. 

That is that the junc­
tion of . Hemdean Road 
with Church Street is a 
hazard due to 
approaching buses. 

Surely one should 
expect to see buses in a 
section of the road which 
is a bus lane only. The 
danger occurs through 
irresponsible motorists 
ignoring the many road 
signs, unless of course 
many of them cannot 
read! 

I agree action should 
be taken at an early date. 

V.O.RIMES 
26 Hemdean Road 
Caversham 

successes and 
between 1869 and 
1880 more than filly 
degre es we re 
obtained by former 
pupils, mostly at 
London and Cam­
bridge. Boys from 
Amer s h a m Hall 
were first sent up to 
matriculate al Lon­
don University in 
1849 and by 1880 
on e hundred and 
sixty- two had 
pas se d thi s 

JIM WHALLEY BATTERIES 

makes of cars and commercial vehicles -

also Motorcycles - Lawnmowers - Boa s 

free delivery and fitting service 

61 a GROVE ROAD, EMMER GREEN 
Phone 479953 any lime 

ex a mination . Of 
.those fifty seve n 
took Honours and 
thirteen were Exhi- I.=================;:, 
bitioners or Prize. 
men . Perhaps the 
most noted scholar 
of all to ha ve• 
attended this school 
was J . M. Keynes 
who later became 
the famous 
monetarist. 

Life at Amersham 
Hall was not just 
concerned with 
doing well at exams 
and enjoying plenty 
of physical recrea­
tion . Apparently 
there was a thriving 
group of Amersham 
Minstrels, giving 
the boys the chance 
to take to the stage 
as well. They put on 
many shows and 
during term time 
were always in 
great demand at vil­
lage entertainments 
where they were 
always the most 
popular item on the 
programme. 

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way 
and hire 

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER 
from 

SUPREMA DRY CLEANERS 
32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM 

Telephone 477713 

Use it just l ike a vacuum cleaner and see the din 
being removed 

for 

Est I 1 

Cii aMen:d Surveyors 

ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIO Al 
WORK 

including 

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL URVEY 
&PLA l G ETC 

U Bridge Street, Caversham RG-! SAA 
Telephone: (0i34) 4i4666/i/8 

It seems clear alsoa1Reading ..,.,, 

that the school was ~ .. = _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _: _:_: _:_: _:_: _: _=__=.,~ careful to give all 
those attending the 
chance of a good a'Il 
round education 
and there is no 
doubt it was a very 
happy and well 
ordered establish­
ment. 

M.K 

CA VERSHAM CARS 
Luxury wedding cars. AirportS, etc. Mercedes 

chauffeur-driven . Distance no ob1ec1 
lowest rates for Reading area 

Phone: Evenings Reading 470690 _, 

GAIL SPENCE 
ANTIQUES 
CAVERSHAM 
Tel. 473011 

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or just old 
or unusual? Do you want to be sure you get a fair price? 
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and sells 
antiques in the area . She depends on her reputation for 
fair and honest prices. _ 
Give her a ring . There is no charge and no obligation 

ALSO ... 
Valuations for insurance and probate 
Furniture restored, repaired and re-upholstered 

50176 
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A foretaste of vities. This, in turn , 

had led the Church 
fami)y to a deepening 
of its faith and com­
mitm e nt a nd h a d 
prompted a strong 
desire to seek new 
opportunities for 
evangelism in its many 
facets. Mr Norman 
Ide, the Treasurer in 
si mil ar vein, praised 
the financial com mit­
ment of the fellowship 

Spring 
IT WAS Willi a m 
Wordswo rth w h o 
wax ed lyri ca l about 
th e d a ffodil - a nd 
good for him. The co n­
gregation a l the Bap­
tist Church could well 
do likewise. and not 
only a bout the daffodi l 
but about many s imi -
1 a r hort ic ultur a l 

BAPTIST NEWS 

?..~~f~1
:he ~~~ibiZe~a~} 

winter has been 
brightened by some 
marvellous rl ora l 
a rra nge me nt s which 
have ado rn ed t he 
Com mun ion Table. It 
is traditional in the 
Church for friends lo 
donate nowers for a 
varie ty of reasons; to 
commemo r ate the 
passi ng of a loved one, 
a wedd ing an niversary 
or fo r th e sheer joy of 
beautifying the place 
and there could be no 
better reason . Yes , 
s pr ing is in the air a nd 
what a foretaste we 
have had of late -
both th e donors and 

th e arrangers merit 
thank s an d con ­
gratul ations. long may 
they continue with the 
good work. 

Dropping a brick 
In the March issue 

"Watchdog" drew 
a ttention to the intri-

i~ic"!-v;rid lob'/,!"~~~~ 
not a mil li on miles 
a way . Watchd og 
"d ropped a brick" in 
not mentioning th e 
Bapt is t Church on the 
front e levation o f 
whic h is to be seen a 
veritab le dog's dinner 
of the bric kl ayers' a rt. 
Th e juxtaposition of 
the bricks i s 
undoubt e dly th e 
brain-child of Alfred 
Wate rh ouse, tha t t:rea t 
Vic torian arc hit ec t 
who designed many 
o ther a r chit ectura l 
delights. 

Baptist Chur ches 
affiliated to the Bap­
ti s t Union r e main 

W. N. & E. FISHER LTD 
Building Contractors 

a ut onomo u s - in 
essence they are a law 
unto them se lves -
under the guida nce of 
the Minister. Officers 
and Deacons. The gov­
e rning body is th e 
Members' Meeting in 
that il steers th e 
affai rs of the loca l 
churc h and can, but 
se ldom does. ove rrul e 
tho se whom it has 
ap pointed to direct 
operations. As with a ll 
busi nesslike organisa­
tions th e Church holds 
monthly bu s in ess 
meetings a nd a n 
Annu al Genera l Meet· 
ing at which those in 
au thorit y are 
appo int e d or re ­
appointed for the 

f~! "\nlaJ!:~· if r;: 
various organisations 
C~~;c1ore d by th e 

Al th e rece nt 
Annual General Meet­
ing the Church Secret­
ary and the Treasurer 
- both of whom had 
bee n reap pointed -
pre se n ted their 
reports on the past 
year's ac t iv iti es . 
Th ese co uld have 
been dead ly dull but 

in Caversham the Bap­
tist Church is a hive of 
ac ti vi ty h e nc e the 
reports were full of 
interest. The Secret­
ary, Mr Bernard Mil­
ler. e mphasised the 
progress which had 
bee n made in widen­
ing the Church's con­
tac ts in the neighbour­
hood b y th e 
strengthening of the 
many and varied acl i-

in responding to the 
incre ase d target 
which had been set for 
1983. This , to11ether 
with the rec ei pt of 
several legacies gave 
reason for confidence 
that the outstanding 
balance of the debt 
incurred by the rede­
velopment of the pre­
mi ses would be 
cleared earlier than 
originally anticipated. 

Interesting patterns created in the brickwork of Caversham Baptist Church 
Peter Sear 

Women's 
World Dav 01 
Praver 
ON FRIDAY March 2 
Christian wom e n 
throughout the world 
kept a day of prayer, 
with int erde no ­
minational services on 
the theme of "Living 
Water". In Caversham 
about 80 women and a 

· few men gathered in 
SI Anne's at 8.30pm to 
join in prayers and 
readings chosen by 
women from Sweden. 

•~• 0 
Mrs Weller led the 

service and Mrs Joan 
Effendovilz Headmis­
tress of St Joseph's 
Convent school, 
shared her thoughts 
on water as a symbol 
of Christian life , refer­
ring to images of thirst 
and of water in poe try 
and theology. After 
the service th e con­
gr e g a Ii on s hared 
refreshments in SI 
Anne 's Hall. 

AL TERA TIONS, EXTENSIONS 
AND DECORATIONS 

ST JOHN'S NOTES. GOSBROOK ROAD­
REVIEW 

EMMER GREEN , 
READING 

TEL: 471595 

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE 
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 
Offers to: 

1 Give help in a domestic emergency 
2 Visi t and offer he lp 10 the sick, lonely and/or 

housebound 
3 Provide emergency transport 

If you are in need of help OR CAN 
OCCASIONALL Y OFFER TO HELP OTHERS, 

please telephone Reading 472374 or 
476181 ..... 

THERE was a chrisl­
e n i ng at the 11.00 
Family Service on 
Fe bruary 5. This is the 
service Helen Mariels 
famil y regular l y 
atte nd , so i i was 
appropriate to wel ­
come Helen when the 
yo ung fa milies were 
the congregation. The 
small children , who 
were there with ,,ther 
famili es, were 
delighted , and 
crowd ed round the 
font, to watch. They 
followed through the 
Iheme of "a candle to 
show a light in the 
world " by cutting out 
paper ca ndles, with 
h e lp from their 
parent s . H e len 's 
parents sai d " That 
was a lovely service" 
and everyone took the 
opportunity to admire 
the baby, and say how 
we ll her two-yea r-old 

PETER SHOCK 
MOTOR COACHES 

ON ACCOUNT OF THE UNTIMELY DEATH 
OF MR SHOCK WE ARE ABOUT TO TAKE 

OVER HIS BUSINESS AND HOPE TO 
PROVIDE THE SAME EFFICIENT SERVICE 

HOUSE'S 
COACHES 

Contact 

Mr M. DIAMOND 
20 BRIANTS AVENUE 

CA VERSHAM, READING 

Telephone Reading 472452 

brother, Kev in, had 
behaved. 

These services, held 
at 11.00 on the Ii rst 
Sunday in the month , 
are friendly and infor­
mal, and planned lo 
interes t and leach 
small children. There 
is. an activity they 
enJoy, and songs they 
can s ing. All yo ung 
families are we lcome. 

The Mothers' Union 
held th ei r winter 
party on St Valen ­
tine ' s Day. About 
seve nty p eo ple 

·enjoyed the old time 
so ngs s ung by the 
New town and Red ­
lands Singers, and one 
of the excellent 
Mothers' Union leas. 

When a member of 
the congregation 
reach es ninety, and is 
still active and ener­
getic, that is a cause 
for lhanksgivin~ . 
When ii is Miss Elsie 
Platt, of "Plait's the 
Grocers" and all East 
Caversham knows her. 

then the congregation 
just had lo have a littl e 
celebration. Retired 
p eo ple remember 
how, when they were 
children and were 
sent to Miss Plait's 
s hop "yo u had to 
behav e prop er ly 
there". Grandmothers 
rememb e r how , in 
wartime rationing, 
Miss Platt always man­
aged lo find a jelly for 
children 's birthday 
parties. So, it was with 
pleasure and affec­
tion , that St John 's 
congregation signed a 
birthday card for 
Elsie, and saw Alan 
Wilson give it to her, 
with a bunch of spring 
flowers , before the 
start of a 9.15 Com­
munion service. 

Some changes are 
planned for St John's 
garden, and offers of 
help with that work, or 
with the garden rota, 
are needed . Offers lo tJ3;9

tilson, or ring 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
, IN READING 

An Exhibition of Children's Art is to 
be held in the Hexagon from April 14 
to 28. The theme of the display will 

be "The Easter Story". 
Please participate by getting Jour 
Sund_ay School to exhibit, an by 

going along to see the end result. 

Information from 
Chris and Lynn White 
27 A Bulmershe Road 

Reading or Tel: 667314 

FRIENDS al Gosbrook 
Road were very 
pleased to welcome to 
their a·nnual event for 
Overseas Missions, the 
Rev David Milling , 
who spoke and showed 
slides oflndia. It was a 
very rewarding eve­
ning and all enjoyed 
il The Overseas Mis­
sion ' s anniversary 
continued on Sunday, 
F e bruary 19. Rev 
Ralph Rogerson led 
the morning service. 
The young peo ple 
received their Junior 
Missionary Associ ­
ation certificates and 
medals during the ser­
vice. Also the Silver. 
Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award winners were 
presented with badges' 
and cards of con ­
gratulation. It was also 
a lime of saying "good­
bye" as Jim and Joyce 
Plunkett prepare lo 
move away to Black­
pool. Jim received a 
pottery lamp from the 
church as a parting 
g_ift , and in apprecia­
l10n of all the work 
that they have done 
and the support and 
strength they have 
been during their 
twelve year stay in 
Reading. 

A Jumble Sale was 
held lo launch a fund 
for refurbishing the 
Church Hall. The sale 
raised £91, which was 
a good beginning. 
Other fund -raising 
events have been 
arranged for later in 
the year. 

On February 25 the 
lsl Caversham Boy's 

Brigade Band , The 
Ambassadors, went to 
Crawley in Sussex for 
the first competition 
of the year. About 450 
young musicians took 
part in the competi­
tion. They came from 
many difTerenl parts 
of the district includ­
ing Isl e of Wight , 
Brighton , South­
ampton , Canterbury 

. and of course Caver­
sham. Of the bands 
taking part six were 
from Methodist 
Churches, six from 
Baptist , and three 
from U . R . C . The 
Southern District 
Band Championships 
are the main competi­
tion for Boy's Brigade 
Band in this area. The 
Ambassadors did very 
well , gaining third 
place overall and win­
ning_ the following 
awards: Best Display 
and Showmanship 
Best Percussion, Best 
Mallets (xylophone 
type instruments) and , 
best Colour Guard 
(girls). 

The band have just 
purchased new valved 
trumpets which the 
roung people are look­
tog forward lo playing. 
These new instru ­
ments will give them a 
much wider variety of 
music, and should 
bring new opportuni­
ties lo them. During 
the -summer they will 
be playing at Reading 
Football Club, High­
down School, Childe 
Beale Trust, Worces­
le r , Sandy, Hern e ! 
Hempste a d and 
Hendon. 
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ST BARNABAS' NEWS 
TUESDAY Febru­
ary 28 was a cold, 
damp eve nin g, 
w hi c h perhaps 
explained why only 
25 people were 
present at St Barna­
bas' AGM. 

The AGM 
received reports 
about various 
aspects of church 
life - the Sunday 
School, youth work, 
the work of the 
Overseas Group, the 
financial state of 
t h e church 
unhappily St Barna­
bas had had lo draw 
on its reserves last 
year in order to 
meet its financial 
commitments, and 
t h e sa me wou ld 
probably be true 
this year. But there 
was hope: Revd 
Richard Kingsbury 
in hi s remarks 
likened the church 
to the Israelites 
travelling on to a 
new and bright 
future in the Prom­
ised Land 

In his report Revd 
Peter Sear spoke of 
the church as a 
tea m, and he 

thanked the mem­
bers of the team in 
their many and 
various ministries. 
He warned about 
co mpl acency . In 
youth work (which, 
he confessed, was at 
rather a low ebb) 
and in other aspects 
of church life there 
was always the dan­
ger of assuming that 
someone else would 
come to the rescue 
- it was one of the 
dangers of being 
just a part of a large 
parish. 

In the elections 
the follow ing were 
appointed: 

District Wardens: 
Ernest Pakenham 
Walsh and Valerie 
Gardiner. 

Deanery Synod 
R epresen ta ti ves: 
Owen Jewiss and 
David Miles. 

PCC members: 
Michae l Matthews 
and Michael Archer 

District Commit­
tee members: 
George Davies, Wal­
ter Williams, Sallie 
Wall and Margaret 
Nolton. 

Sidesmen and 

St Barnabas' 

women : Michael 
Archer, Roy Barnes, 
George Davies, Neil 
Earley, John Evans, 
Ken Beal e, Ray 
Hester, Sheila Hes­
ter, Hugh Ilott , 
Owen Jew iss , 
Michael Matthews, 
David , Miles, Ian 
Munro, John Nol­
ton , Margaret Nol­
ton , John Sansom, 
Bernard Smith , 
Caleb Smith, Alan 
Standing , Brian 
Warren , Roy West­
well, Walter Wil­
liams. 

This year Michael 
Matthew had 
decided not to seek 
re-election as a Dis­
trict Warden . He 
was thanked for all 
that he had done 
during his sixJears 
in office an his 
wife was thanked 
for her support. In 
particular Michael 
was thanked for his 
keeping a close eye 
on the fabric of the 
church (which, the 
meeting was 
assured he would 
continue to do in 
future if requested.) 

HOUSEHOLD 
AND 

HANDYMAN SALE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 14 

10am-1pm 
in 

ST BARNABAS' HALL 
EMMER GREEN 

Books Building and 
Records DIY items 
White Elephant stall Garden stall 
In aid of Dr Guy Dayne's work in The Transkei 

G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD 

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs 
througbout Southern England 

Formation of complete forests 

Care and maintenance of trees a speciality 

Careful, tidy work 

ProfessionaJ members Institute of Foresters of Great Britain 

27 St Peter's Avenue, Caversham, Reading 
Telephone 471124 
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Constance 
Gladys 
Johnson 
CAVERSHAM l os t 
another link with the 
past on the death of 
"Connie" John son of 
Woodcote Way a t th e 
e nd of February. 

Mrs Noreen Smith, President of Reading and District Welsh Society, and Revd 
David Evans at the Society's bi-lingual St David' s Day service, held this year at St 
Barnabas Chu rch. 

Mr s J o hn son wa s 
born in Wincheste r in 
1898 but e ve nt ual ly 
m oved l o Reading 
whe re s he worked as 
an uph olste re r fo r the 
Rea ding rirm of Vi n­
ce nts. ll wa s dur ing 
th is ti me that she met 
a nd ma r ried Wesley 
J o hn so n, a me mber of 
a ve ry old local fam ily. 
Afte r Lhei r ma rr iage 
they moved to Canada 
w he re two of th e ir 
sons were bo rn. 

Peter Sear 

Wesley's ill health 
brought the m back to 
Read in~ in 1926 whe re 
they bu ild up a nouris­
ing gree ngrocery s hop 
in Ox ford Road . In 
1938 th ey moved to 
Woodcote Way whe re 
they ope ned a groce ry 
a nd g r ee n g r o c ery 
store. 

Girls from the 1 st Emmer Green (St Barnabas) Guide company provided a guard of 
honour when Sonia Peacock, their Guider, and John James were married at St 
~arnabas· Church. 

Wesley d ied 28 yea rs 
ago, but the bu si ness 
rem ai n e d i n the 
famil y a nd is now ru n 
by thei r son . Dona ld. 
An o th e r so n, Th eo­
do re , has a store in 
He mdean Roa d, th ei r 
d a ughter, Mrs Ruth 
Soper, lives in Hew itt 
Avenu e. wh ile an othe r 
son , Norman , lives in 
Blackpool. Mrs J ohn­
s on al s o le a ves 14 
grandchildren and 
rive great grandchi l­
dren , to whom she was 
known as Nanny and 
of whom she was very 
proud . They will miss 
her very much. 

Peter Sear 

TO HIRE A HALL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

CENTRE 
Secretary : Mr K. Shield, 

27 Albert Road 
Telephone 473709 

CHURCH HOUSE 
CHURCH STREET 

Secreta ry : Mrs W. A. Vin• 
cent , The Pa rish Office. 

Reading 
Telephone 471703 (Mon -
Thurs 9.30am - 3.30pm) 

TRENCH GREEN HALL 
Secretary : Mr M artyn• 
Johns, Greendene Farm , 

Mapledurham 
Telephone Kidmore End 

2198 

ST BARNABAS HALL 
Mr R. Hester, 39 Grove 

Road, 
Telephone 471765 

ST ANDREW'S HALL 
Secretary : Mr J . Tomlin , 

3 Wordsworth Court 
Telephone 481749 

CAVERSHAM HALL 
Secretary: Mrs C. H. Jar· 

dan, 7 St John's Ro2d 
Telephone 478538 

COMEAND 
SING OR 

JUST 
LISTEN 

TO STAINER'S 
CRUCIFIXION 

at 

St John's Church 
Gosbrook Road 

on 

Saturday, April 14 
at8pm 

Singers' Rehearsal 
at 6.00 with a 

break at 7.15 for 
Light refreshments 
All voices welcome 
Please bring _your 

own music 

Admission Free 
Retiring collection 

fo r Save the 
Children Fund 

MAPLEDURHAM PAVILION 

Secretary : Mrs L. F. T. Bartlett . 6 WeStdeneCrescent 
Telephone 471863 

MAPLEDURHAM HOUSE 
AND 

WATERMILL 
Mapledurham Estate requires 

GUIDES 
For the watermill to deal with both guided panies and 
schools visits throughout the summer months on a rota 

system 

ALSO 

ATTENDANTS 
For ticket and information kiosks, for weekends and public 

holidays, also on a rota system 

Please conracr The House Manager, The Estate Office, 
Mapledurham House, Reading, RG4 7TR. Tel. Reading 

723350 
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ROUNDTHECLUBS ~~ ----------
Blagrave WI 
MEMBERS were wel­
comed to the February 
mee ti ng by Mrs J . 
Price, the President, 
who later presented 

.the birthday posies. 
Following th e busi­
ness, Mrs Noble. of 
Whitchurch Hill WI 
was introduced; her 
subject "With Queen 
Victoria in the High­
lands" proved very 
interesti ng. She read 
from Queen Victoria's 
Journal of the happy 
family occasions 
whic h took place in 
Scotla nd and sup­
ported by colour 
slides of Royal 
Deeside and Balmoral 
as it is today. Miss D. 
Chapman gave the 
vote of th anks. The 
compe tit io n fo r a 

home -made pin 
cushion was well sup­
ported and won by Mrs 
Aldiss. 2nd Mrs Hun­
ter and 3rd Mrs Hous­
den. The raffie prize, 
given by Mrs Messan! 
was won by Mrs Bea­
croll. 

Caversham 
Darby and 
Joan Club 

THE month of Febru­
ary was a quiet month 
ma inly beca use the 
weath er was so poor 
and a number ofmem: 
berswere ill. 

Mrs Rank in brought 
along some very col­
o u r fu I film s with 
views of the flowers . 

JENNINGS BROS 
FAMILY BUTCHERS 

~ 
1(00! 
10% DISCOUNT 

GIVEN OFF CURRENT 
RETAIL PRICES 

ON PURCHASES 
I • 
• OVER£25 • 
1• •, 

BRANCHES AT: 
PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM 

T elephooe Reading 471528 

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM 
Telephone Reading 475939 

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN 
Telephone Reading 474087 

THE TRIANGLE, TILEHURST 
Telephone Reading 23738 

3 READING ROAD. HENLEY 
Telephone Henley 78152 ,,.,, 

and shrubs in her gar­
den , and also the wild 
flowers in Wales. The 
St Peter's Brownies 
entertained the mem­
bers with a concert 
which everyone 
enjoyed. and also pro­
vided a colourful lea. 

Caversham 
Afternoon 

Townswoman's 
Guild 

THE February meet­
ing was held at Church 
House. Mr Penny gave 
a most entertaining 
and instructive talk on 
plants for the sma ll 
ga rden. A barrage of 
questions from mem-. 
bers followed· these 
he answered as fully 
as possible with much 
humour and patience 
in the limited lime 
available. On Febru­
ary 2 the annual birth­
day party was he ld at 
St Andrew ' s Hall , 
where members 
e~jQy~d an excellent 
supper followed by a 
lively display of Scot­
tish dancing with 
some oflhe more ener­
~etic enthusiastically 
Joining in. This happy 
evening ended with 
the singing of Auld 
LangSyne. 

Emmer Green 
Townswoman's 

Guild 
THE Emmer Green 
Townswomen's Guild 
held . their meeting at 
St Barnabas Church 
Hall, Emmer Green. 

Homeopalhic medi­
cine was the subject of 
the talk, by Mr M. 
Auson. The colourful 
slides showed many 
flowers and plants, 
grown organically, 
providing the tine -· 
tures, powders and 
oils for use to stimu­
late body healing from 
natural sources with 
no side efTects. 

The Chairman was 
delighted to announce 
that fifty parcels bad 
been distributed to 
elderly people in 

E. B. JOINERY 

FENCING 
SUPERIOR OVERLAP 
PANELS 

NAILED NOT STAPLED 

PRESSURE TREATED BY 
RENTOKIL CELCURE FOR 
LIFE 

ABSOLUTELY NO 
FURTHER TREATMENT 

FULL RANGE OF POSTS 

METPOST STOCKISTS 

Telephone 479727 

WOODEN WINDOWS 

~I ILJ 
ANY SIZE OR STYLE 

SOFTWOOD OR BEAUTIFUL 
MAHOGANY, SINGLE OR 
DOUBLE GLAZED 

COMPLETE GLAZING 
AND FITTING SERVICE 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Emmer Green and 
Caversham, at Christ­
mas time. The mem­
bers of the Guild voted 
to support the NSPCC 
and the Guide Dogs for 
the Blind as their 
charities for 1984. 

Maplewood 
WI 

AT MAPLEWOOD'S 
February meeting, 
Mr s Mann of 
Berkshire College of 
Agriculture bright­
ened up a cold wet 
afternoon with her 
demonstration of 
"cheap and cheerful 
cookery " - the 
appetising dishes she 
created living up to 
the title. 

On the busin es s 
s id e, nominations 
were made for the new 
committee. 

The meeting was 
rounded off with a 
good chat over a cup of 
tea. 

Caversham 
Ladies Club 
THE February meet­
ing was held in the 
Baptist Church Centre 
with Mrs M. Harwood 
in the chair. Alter the 
usual business she 
welcomed Mr L. 
Strong who showed a 
most excellent film of 
Water-skiing in 
Finland. 

This was· very much 
appreciated by all the 
members, and he was 
warmly thanked. 

ChazeyWI 
WHAT a surprise 
February's meeting 
turned out to be. The 
speaker who was 
booked, at the last 
moment was unable to 
attend, and so the hus­
band of one of the 
members, Mr Chur­
cher, gave a fascinat­
ing talk on the history 
,of magic. It was 
explained bow it had 
originated in ancient 
times, following 
throu11b to today' s 
televisions personali­
ties. Then the fun 
started, with members 
involved in simple 
tricks. Mr Churcher 
captured everyone's 
attention and all tbor-

TfMBER 

HARDWOOD 
AND 

SOFTWOOD 

SHEET MATERIAL 
CUTTOSIZE 

SPECIAL SIZES 
TO ORDER 

YOUR LOCAL 
SPECIALISTS 
SINCE 1969 

36B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM READING 
Access via Chester Street car park ' 

~~,:~r e¥h°r~ot:e~f 
thanks was very 
sincere. 

The business lime 
was concluded, firstly 
with Eileen Waltham 
congratulating the 
organisers on the suc­
cess of January 's 
popular moveable 
feast , and secondly 
when Gale Russell , -
competition 
organiser, presented 
Patricia Hughes with a 
cut glass stem vase for 
winning th e most 
points throughout the 
year. 

Caversham 
Community 
Association 
MRS Dorothy Page 
was the guest speaker 
on February 6. Her 
talk on "Dieting" was 
informative and 
encouraging to those 
wishing to reduce 

,weight Mrs Page gave 
advice on a diet for 
healthy eating for 
everyone and sa id that 
moderation in- eating, 
with a variety of the 
right foods to give a 
well balanced diet, 
would gradually 
reduce the over­
weight. She also 
advised that meals 
should be eaten three 
.times a day rather 
lthan a large meal in 
the evening. Mrs Page 

· gave ideas for meals 
on her diet sheets and 
ended by inviting 
questions from the 
members. 

A Valentine party 
was held on February 
13. The refreshments 
were in the form of an 
American supper 
each member provid'. 
mg a share of the food. 
The Sue Broadway 
School of Dancing 
gave a display during 
the evening . The 
talented students in 
attractive costumes 
gave modern and 
,acrobatic dances 
which were · enjoyed 
very much by the audi­
ence , Margaret 
Cameron then read 
some poems written 
by Pam Ayres. A Com­
petition was held for a 
poem in Valentine 
style, Nancy Nelhams 
was the wmner. The 
evenin11 ended with a 
group smgmg game. 

The following week 
Mrs P. Haseltine was 
the guest speaker 

·when she gave a talk, 
illustrated with a slide 
film show , on the 
" Chiltern Country".· 
Mrs Haseltine said 
that this area was 
heavily wooded until 
the 18th century. At 
one time the beeches 
in Buckinghamshire 
provided wood for 
man,y English church 
chairs, the wood is 
now obtained from 
abroad. Walkers can 
make use or the 3,300 
footpaths to explore 
the attractive villages 
in the Chilterns. The 
films depicted some 
lovely buildings, 
churches and ou~ 
standing landmarks 
and were much 
admiTed by the 
members. 

An Old Tyme dance 
evening completed the 
February meetings 
with a rew modern 
dances included in the 
programme. Doreen 
Crawley and Nancy 
Nelhams led the dan­
cers through the 
various routines. 

Caversham 
Women's 
Institute 

AFTER the us ual 
business at the Febru­
ary meeting, the Presi­
dent Mrs Hilda Adair 
welcomed Mrs Pat 
Harding who gave an 
inte resting although 
moving talk on the 
wonderful work of the 
Sue Ryder Founda­
tion. 

The 50 bedroomed 
house at Nettlebed , 
that once belonged to 
the grandparents of 
Ian Fleming, was in 
1937 generously given 
by the family as a 
training school for 
nurses. 

In May 1978 th e 
house was acquired by 
the Sue Ryder Found­
ation as a home to 
meet the urgent need 
for facilities for the 
continuing care of 
cancer patients. 

The Competition for 
a plate of home-made 

shortbread biscuits 
was won by three 
members - Mrs Jane 
Stocki!! , Mrs Lily 
Hensley and Mrs May 
Smith. 

A warm we lcome 
will be given to new 
members. 

Rosehill WI 
ON YET another rainy 
allernoon Mrs Allwright 
welcomed members to 
the February meeting. 
After reports about 
various activities they 
were given a most· 
interesting talk , with· 
s lides , by Mrs M. E. 
Hutchings, entitled "Col-· 
ourful Canals". Watching 
this members were 
transported all over the 
country, through numer­
ous locks, on the long 
boat owned by Mrs 
Hutchings and her hus­
band. A record number 
of entries for the com­
petition which was for a 
photograph of a "Water 
Scene" was won by Mrs 
Barge, 2nd Mrs Elling­
ham, 3rd Mrs Roberts. 

FOR A QUIET RELAXING HOLIDAY 

Wasbtngborougb ~all 
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT 

Church H
1
~ 1 i~~ht!~~,t~§~• Lincoln 

Telephone Lincoln (0522) 790340 

The hotel is run by the Shillaker family 
Linco!n Cathedral, which is 311, miles away, can be 

seen from hotel 
AA ,nd RAC TWO-ST AR 11011 

CURTAINS 
FITTED CARPETS 

PELMETS 
LOOSE COVERS 

John Kitcher & Son Lid 
Carpets cleaned on site 

Sa CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM 
Telephone 472306 

CHILTERN NURSERY 
TRAINING COLLEGE 

" 

The Day Care Centres are OP.en throughout 
the year for the care of children from 0-5 
years. _ The Nursery -School is open during 
term time. The babies and children are cared 
for by trained staff assisted by our own 

student nursery nurses. 

Particulars-from : The Principal 
20 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading 
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131 ,.,,, 

PASSPORT SERVICE 
YOUR WEDDING OR PORTRAIT IN COLOUR 

HYMOR 
Photographers 

43 PROSPECT STREET, 
CAVERSHAM 

Tel: Reading 475656 and 479450 
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JOHN DU.SSEK 
MEMORIAL CO.NCERT V1si1 Caversham's exciting new 

gift shop, situated less than 100 
ya rds from Caversham Bridge and 
cl ose to 3 free ca r parks. Choose 
from our extensive range 

THE CONCERT held at St Peter's on 
the evening ofFebru~ry 12 in memory 
of John Dussek was a fitting tribute 
and thanksgiving for John's life and 
for the way in which he used his 
considerable musical talents for the 
worship of God. The church was filled 
and those present enjoyed a carefully 
chosen and beautifully performed 
programme. 

Pictures and picture framing -
cards and gift wrapping - china -
glass - silver and enamelled jewellery -
collectors thimbles and accessories -
Lymington glass mystiques -
photograph frames , 
We offer a gih wrapping service and are 
pleased to take Access or Barclaycard. 

5 CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM 
Telephone [07341 471977 

t~I _,J.,1..,1.,1..r .. 1 .. 1.11 ... 1 .. 1..r .. 1.-1 .. 1..r .. 14.,J.,I .,I .,f .,I .,I .,i.-1.-I .-I .-l ..,I .,I .,I .-l .,t.,~ 

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES 

It was quite appa­
rent that a 
tremendous amount 
of thought and 
effort had gone into 
the planning and 
execution of this 
concert, and those 
who arranged it and 
those who partici­
pated, should feel 
rewarded for their 
labours by t'1e plea­
sure it gave to the 
audience. 

The programme 
undoubtedly 
reflected the taste 
of a young man well 
known to us all! 
Nevertheless, it was' 
appropriate that we 
should hear works 
on the orgah, an 
instrument beloved 
by John and played 
so well by him , 
anthems represent­
ing the choir whom 
he trained so meti-

• St Peter's Singers and Orchestra at the John Dussek Memorial Concert. -E. S Arrher 

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM 

TEL. READING 473308 

m 
m 
m 
m 
1:: 

m 
E. & R. ST ACEY 

Proprietor: Capt David Clark (rsr} 

257 PEPPARD ROAD 
EMMER GREEN, READING 

Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings 

_ D. H. WATTS 
228.GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM 

MfuSSS§§SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS§SSSSSSSSSSSSS\\SS§S§S§SSSSSS\5 

YOUR LOCAL GROCER 
Why not call and see our large stock or 

Grocery, Fruit and Greengrocerv? 

MMSSSS\S\\\MMSS§§SSSS%SS§SSS&SSS%SSSSSS§§SSSSSS 

TELEPHONE READING 471731 

culously and so 
faithfully, and, as a 
superb climax, the, 
Charpentier Mass, 
perhaps unknown 
to many of us, but, 
as all agreed, a most 
pleasing choice. 

The fine organ 
playing in the works 
by Handel was com­
plemented br the 
richness o the 
strings and the sur­
prisingly attractive 
sound of the ·recor­
ders - we say sur­
prisingly, not 
because we have 
not heard recorders 
played so well 
before! Contrast , 
balance and pace 
were all well main­
tained. 

The anthems gave 
the choir an 
opportunity to 
demonstrate the 
full range of their 
ability. They 
attacked the Pitoni 
with verve and 
joyfulness, then fol­
lowed the gentle 
purity of Mozart, 
and finall;v , Red-_~~============~.,,~,...~·~--! ford's "ReJoice in the Lord ", sung 

,1_.1_,I .,I.1I .,I .,l.1l .1l.1l.,I .,I .,I .,I .,1.,1.,I .,1 .. 1.,1 .. 1 ... 1 .. 1 ... 1 ... 1.,1.,1.,1.,1.,1.,1.,1.,1.,1.,1 .,1 

~ JORDAN BROS t 
i PLUMBING AND ·~ 
~ CENTRAL t 
~ HEATING ~· 
~ 36 Harrogate Road :. 
~ Caversham, Reading ~ 
~ Telephone Reading 473667 or 862266 t 
~ 90101;,,.. 
,l,1,1,I,I,I,1,1,1,1,u,1,1,u ,1,1,u ,1,1,1,1,1,1,u , t.,I ,I , I,U,U 

Put yourself in 

movingly with for­
mal precision. 

During his life , 
and particularly 
after his serious ill­
nesses , John was 
s u P. p o r t e d­
unfa11ingly by the ' 
love , humour and 
courage of his .wife, 
Molly. It was typical 
that Molly should 
play at the concert 
and even more 
characteristic that 
she should give a 
brave and witty 

MILWARDS 
SHOES 

What could be more fitting? 

speech in which she 
thanked the many 
friends who had 
supported her, and 
presented a gift 
from the Dussek 
family to St Peter's 
as a memorial to 
John. The choice of 
an elegant music 
stand for the use of 
the choir master 
could not have been 
more appropriate. 
Equally appropri­
ate was the choice 
of the Friends of 
Reading Hospitals_ 
as recipients of the 
proceeds from the 
retiring collection, 
an acknowledgment 
of the good work 
done by the hospital 
staff, and in particu­
lar, the rehabilita­
tion unit at Battle 
Hospital. 

In his speech of 
thanks the Rector 
reminded us that 
love is greater than 
death and that 
music ha s a 
timelessness and a 
healing power 
which transcend 
mortality. 

The Charpentier 
Mass was sheer 
delight. The notes 
of the carefully pro­
duced and anno­
tate d programme 

SAVE THE 
CHILDREN 

FUND 
SOCIAL 

THE Caversham 
branch of SCF held ils 
annual social al St 
Andrews Hall on 

~a:~~dal~~e':~~'lr~~ 
people altended lo 
enjoy a variety of 
entertainments. Air 
Vice Marshal Cox 
presented awards to 
two young ladies who 
raised money for SCF. 
Apart from being a 
social success the eve­
ning resulted in over 
£150 profiL The Com• 
mittee would like to 
thank all who attended 
and helped in any way 
to make the evening a 
success. 

quoted the Mass as 
having a " predomi­
nant character of 
tunefulness , 
simplicity and 
sweet jubilation". It 
was performed by 
the five gifted solo­
ists , St Peter ' s 
Singers and the 
accompanying 
instrumentalists 
not only with 
technical excell­
ence but with 
sincerity, convic­
tion and above all , 
joy. 

Sales and Service I Always large stock 
Agenis for of 

FL YMO NEW AND 
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED 

HAYTER MACHINES 
ATCO, etc Free estimates 

s,a 

At the end of the 
concert , we all 
joined together to 
si ng John ' s 
favourite hymn "Ye 
Hol y Angels 
Bright". The con­
cert will, as time 
passes, become a 
plea sa nt memory, 
but it will be a fit­
ting tribute to the 
life of John Dussek 
ifwe, as he did : 
"Let all our days 
Till life shall end, 
Whate 'er He send 
B e filled with 

praise ". 
DUO 

BARBARA 
UD1£S' H.,\]J/DRESSER 

30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. ~i356~ 
R('duced pnce:. for senior c1 uz.ens Tue~a) and 

Wednesday Late mghtS Thunida) and Friday 

HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LTD 
D . PICKERSGILL 

Typewriters - Adding Machines - Cash Registers 
Repairs - Office Supplies and Stauonerv 
12 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM 

Telephone 473077 

SOUTH OXON ARCHERY CLUB 
(RANGE-ABBEY RUGBY CLUB. RO>UIIU 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
BEGINNERS CLASSES AVAILABLE 

TELEPHO 'E READI 'G 4i9565 
FOR FURTilER l:SFOR.\L~TIO" 

I = Nicholas 1Y~ I 
ESTATE AGE TS 

13 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM 
(Offices at Reading, Wokingham, Tilehurst, 
Streatley, Woodley, Earlev and Mortimer) 

BEST COVERAGE 
LOWEST COMMISSION 

TELEPHONE READING 479665 

1 ¾% SOLE AGENCY 
If you 1hink of selling now or in lhe ne.i_r future , please.conlact ~~ J I the Jbo\e 

addre-ss and we will pro,•ide J free valuatron and profhs1onal .td\lce on all .1.spcch 
of ~lling and bu)·ing. o ~lr - no fee. 
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BAPTISED 
St John 's 
Februarv 5 
February 12 

WE RECORD 

Helen Marie Grierson 
Kevin Ciap pi 

MARRIAGE 
St Barnabas 
March 3 
MARRIAGE 
St Anne's 

Sonia Peacock an(\ Joh~ Ja mes 

LINK 
GROUP. 

St Barnabas 
February 19 

St Anne's 
February 19 

Barbara Ciappi 
Mark Ciappi 

Owai n Hammond 
Jemma Parish 
Caroline Pigot 

Ki eran Michael McCafferty 
11, Haghill Rise, Taplow 

Sarah Louise lremonge r 
12, Ons low Gardens 

Ph ilip Douglas Keen 
220, Henl ey Road 

Stephanie Celia O'Donnell 
143, Henl ey Road 

Michael Thomas Rodbourne 
30, Chu rch Street. (I n hos pital). 

Kerrie Anne Penn 
49, Bria nts Avenue 

James Norman Vickers 
105, Hemdean Road 

Thomas Alexander Vickers 
105. Hemdea n Road 
(previously bapti sed in hospi tal) 

Alice Louise Vickers 
105, Hemdean Road 

Joanne Louise Kelly 
286, Hemdean Road 

Adam James Marks 
10, Donegal Close 

Ama nda Marie Teresa Thompson 
15. Queens Road 

DEATHS 
St Anne's 

FUNERALS 
St John's 
March 5 
SI Peter's 
March I 

William Patrick Pearce and 
Juliet Veronica Petheram 

Sarah Kennedy, 162 Henley Road 
Died December 29, 1983 

CecilJamesCullum 
42 Marshland S9.uare, Emmer 
Green. Died February 20, 1984 

Micliael McDonnell, 296 Gosbrook 
Road. Died February 24, 1984 

Edgar Nelson Whiteway 

Dorothy Hawthorne 

CAVERSHAM 
PARK 

HOUSE 
COMMUNIONS 

Wednesdays at 10.30am 

April 4 - 18 Woods Road (Jeanne Latter) 
April 11 - 1 Ke lso Mews (Diana Etherington) 

CONFIRMATION I I R O b Mi chael Thomas Rodbourne Apri l 18- 14 Net ey C ose ( ose s orne) 
was conlirmed in hospital April 25 - 51 Gal sworthy Drive (Jane Lynch-________________ ,. Watson) 

THE monthly meeting 
of the Link Group took 
place on February 27. 

A discussion fol­
lowed on the prelimin­
ary arrangements for 
the Nearly New Sale. 
It was urged that the 
home-made stalls 
should be as well 
stocked as possible 
with a variety of goods 
- cakes, jams, plants 
etc for which all gifts 
will be gratefully 
received. 

•• -
•• 

Christopher Stevens 
then gave a talk on the 
work of Peppard 
House, which is a 
home for ch ildren who 
have such specia l 
needs that it is a stra in 
for parents to care for 
them in the ir own 
homes. Such ch ildren 
used to be kept in 
institutions where they 

cannot receive ade­
quate care, due to low 
staffing . In recent 
years a more enlight­
ened outlook has 
brought about a grea­
ter understanding of 
the need for these chil­
dren to mix freely with 
everyone, and to be 
met with a loving, car­
ing attitude. Peppard 
House was set up 
three years ago under 
a charitable trust, and 
at present eight chil­
dren are cared for by a 
devoted staff. These 
children suffer from 
such severe handicaps 
that their f-rustration 
makes them very diffi­
cult to handle. The love 
and understanding 
which they receive 
transforms them into 
children who even­
tually are able to form 
happy relation ships 
with each other. In 
some cases they are 
even able to return to 
their own homes. 

THE WEST CROSS CENTRE 

surely a mark of the 
wonderful success of 
Peppard House! It is 
hoped that another 
home may be opened 
in the area later on. 
Reading is very fortun­
ate to have one such 
home, staffed by men 
and women of such 
vision and patience, as 
there are very few like 
it in the country. 

The meeting closed 
with a vote of thanks 
to the speaker. 

L. W. YEATES 
LIMITED 

Central Heating and 
Plumbing 

Comp/ere systems 
designed and installed 
by qualified engineers 

21 Star Road 
Caversham 

Reading 

Tel. Reading 471016 

Satin finish stainless steel cladding to the external elevations, forming an attractive 
feature to the mirrored office block 

Carried out by ELLIOTTS ol READING 
For Builders Amalgamated Ltd 

Main Contractors: WILLETT LTD Architects: ERIC ASKEW & PARTNERS 
110:,J 
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They're off! 
BY THE time this edition of the 
Caversham Bridge hits the 
streets the ne·arly seven 
thousand entrants in this year's 
Half Marathon will be on their 
marks for the race of their life. 

Perhaps it would 
be interesting to 
reflect at this time 
on what has gone 
into this year's 
event ... over £3,000 

in post<1ge stainps, 
28,000 safety pins, 
7,000 each of -
Mars bars, Luco­
zade, embrocation, 
oranges, bags, etc, 

CAVERSHAM 
TILE CENTRE 

OVER 2.000 TILES ON DISPLAY 

ITALIAN WALL TILES FROM (5.94 SO YD 

FIXING SERVICE BY OUR OWN 
EXPERTS 

FREE DELIVERIES 

JANNER FLOW KITCHEN ON DISPLAY 

14 NORTH READING CENTRE 
MER GREEN !OPPOSITE POND) TEL. 478853 

9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. Sa1 
LA TE NIGHT OPEN WED 8pm 

STITCHIN' TIME 
1 Church Road, Caversham 

Nr Reading, Berks 

soxu 

Telephone: Reading 478106 
Dressmaking fabrics by Liberty of 

London 
Tana Lawns, Country Cotton Poplins 

Dormeuil, French Cottons, cotton, linen, 
si lk mixtures 

Range of haberdashery 
Patterns by Vogue, Butterick and Burda 

Open 9-5 Mon-Sat 

BERKSHIRE GLASS 
CONVERSIONS LTD 
DOUBLE GLAZED REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS AND PATIO DOORS 

Small loca l company 

Ring Reading 475695 or 
Reading 862329 ·-

MELJON 
EXTENSIONS-ALTERATIONS 

HOUSE REPAIRS 
DECORATING 

READING 475253 or GORING 
. 873040 

70a Oakley Road, Caversham 
(Yard) 

5,000 plastic bags 
for clothing storage, 
25,000 plastic cups 
for the feeding sta­
tions, 1,000 or more 
gallons of water, 
over 1,000 plastic 
cones for road 
marking, several 
hundred yards of 
fencing, a mile of 
rope and several 
hundred metal 
stakes, 200 blankets, 
6,500 medals , 400 
helpers . . . and the 
cheques from run­
ners if put on one 

pile would be 
nearly five feet tall 
... and over the last 
twelve months the 
mileage covered by 
the runners in rac­
ing and training 
would be over 
85,000 miles. 

There are many 
people taking part 
for all sorts of 
reasons but 
perhaps the most 
outstanding is Mrs 
Avril Moat, Matron 
at the Sue Ryder 
Home, N ettlebed. 

Sylvia Read and William Fry in a scene from the 
Theatre Roundabout production of " Transformation 
Scene" at Caversham Baptist Church. 

Photo - Peter Sear 

Caversham Heights -
Townswomen's· Guild 

AT THE February 
meeting of Caversham 
Heights Towns­
women's Guild Mr 
Alan Nicholls spoke 
about his work as an 
Officer of HM Customs . 
and Excise. He bad 
started as an assistant 
preventive officer in 
the Waterguard Ser­
vice in London Port, 

· had been at South­
a mpton boarding the 
"Queens", and at Lon­
don airport; had 
worked on VAT for 8 
years and latterly on 
Excise work. 

300 years have 
passed since the mod­
ern Customs Depart­
ment was formed in 
1681 and Excise in 
1683, when Parliament 
granted the whole levy 
raised by Excise to 
Charles n, who gave it 
to Nell Gwynne. 

The work of the Cus­
toms at the ports aims 
to prevent smuggling 
at airports as well as 
a l ong the coasts . 
Imports and exports 
must be known about 
so that duties can be 
collected . There is a 
lookout kept for. say, 
skins of animals which 
might become 
endangered species. 
Cocaine, not seen for a 
long time and once a 
rich man's plaything, 
is now being seized, 
heroin detections are 
up by 88 per cent and 
preventive work stops 

guns coming into the 
streets. Kilos of canna­
bis are seized both by 
Customs and the 
police. 

The Department's 
other main responsi­
bilities lie in collect­
ing Excise levied on 
oils, tobacco products, 
beer, distilled spirits 
and cars, and VAT on 
consumer expendi ­
ture. Duty is payable 
on all forms of betting 
and gaming. 

As far as VAT is con­
cerned, there is a cen­
tral unit where a com­
puter keeps records of 
·trade rs ' returns, but 
all the verification of 
these details is car­
ried out by local offic­
ers. Wines and spirits 
can be stored in bond , 
the duty to be paid on 
delivery. 

The strategy ha s 
been to develop the 
Investigation Depart­
ment which co-oper­
ates closely with other 
departments and the 
police and sends offic• 
ers to places like 
Pakistan lo receive 
intelligence about the 
detection of inte r­
national groups smug­
gling drugs such as 
opium , he roin and 
cocaine. 

A degree of stamina 
and integrity is called 
for, and an aware ness 
of people that only 
comes as a result of 
exl?erience is an 
indispensable asseL 

Page Eleven 

~~ I t\o CAVERSHAM 
MON/TUE 8 45-6 00 ~Cl OPEN : 0HE½%"AR_/ :::t~gg 

:l~LlilO=ti: 
6~ 

SUNOAY 9.30-12 00 

AUTO ELECTRIC & 
MOTOR COMPON ENTS 

49 DONKIN HILL 
CAVERSHAM, READING 

BERKSHIRE RG4 0OG 

LEADING SUPPLIERS OF ... 
All YOUR MOTORING NEEDS ~~\ . .._o\\ 

~\\'' rl~\\ 
p.\. 5"1P.\\!1--S 

"c'<'~c 
FOR HELPFUL 
FRIENDLY SERVICE AND 
AUTO ELECTRIC REPAIRS 

Reading 472175 
l • 

VANDERPUMP & 
WELLBELOVE 

and Wellesley-Sm ith & Co 

CHAPTERED 
SURVEYORS 

AUCTIONEER S 
AN D ESTATE AGE NTS VALUERS 

Sales of Antique Furn,rure and Other Effects 

6 STATION ROAD, READING 
Telephone 53211 and branches 

J. STRONG & SONS 
BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS 

Gu ildway Approved Builders 
32 ARDLER ROAD, CAVERSHAM 

READING, RG4 0AQ 
Tel. Reading 473177 and 472881 

, . : . . .. 0: ... .': . .. - . . . . . . . . .. . , . .. . . .. . · ··:· · .. , ... ~! 
1

11
~ PROSPECT M 

II FURNISHINGS s II Expert rei::,i~~::: by local ~ 
~11:- To refit a button or a spring, or to recover a ~11~ 
M three-piece suite with personal pride ;.:ind service?( 

" . 0 ?~ We also make curlams, ~n~ 
~::~ loose covers and blinds ~11\ 

Estimates in your own h 

PROSPECTF 
Proprie1or: H. Elhs 

6 Prospect Street, Caversham, 
Reading, RG4 SJG 
Tel: (0734) 476565 

Car park at rear of shop. Fu rn iture bought and sold 

············~·-···································· 

• • 

1 SUPREMA' 
OFFERS 

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST 
AND AT KEENEST PRICES 

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT 

32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM 
: ,,:,, . .....•••.......•......................••.•.......•.. 
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~ SERVICES IN HOL V WEEK AND EASTER i •• 
~ 
t;u3 ANGLICAN Maundy Thursday ~pent1hsoede,sGloCshburorcohk Road CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH § ~ 
• m Palm Sunday · 10 30 Mornmg service • 
~~ ST PETER'S Good Friday 10am Good Friday meditation 6.30 i:;vening service ill@ 
:S"~.. Palm Sunday 8am Holy Commun ion I lam Children's Sen•ice MaundyTbursday -see Gosbrook Road Methodist ~ 
~ 9.15 Parish com munion and followed by children's pi cnic Church • s 
~~ di stribution of pa lms and walk Good Friday - see Caversham Heights :!18 
~~ I 1.15 Holy com muni on Easter Day 8am Holy comm union Methodist Church ~l~ 
• , 6.30 Eve nsong 9.15 Family communion Easter Day 10.30am Morning service E"l. 
~ Wednesdah 18 7pm Holy communion 6 30 E · !~ 
•• ST •tARGARET'S, MAPLEDURHAM . venmg service- • Maundy T ursday 9.30am Holy communion " h I · lt!l ~tc:; 8.30pm Holy communion Palm Sunday I l am Family euc harist o Y communion E .!I 
~l~ Good Friday 12 noon Three Hou rs Devotion Good Friday 9.30am Devotional service ROMAN CATHOLIC ~ll!j f,o!I (preac he r - Easter Day 8a m Holy communion 'ill~ 
,u:, Revd Richard Kin~sbury) I lam Family eucharist ST ANNE'S 5 ~ 
EU3 Easter Day Sa m Holy communion Saturday 14 11-12, 6-15-?pm Confessions ~ 
: • .ii~.• 9.15 Parish Com mun ion 5.30 Blessing of palms and EJl•.~ 

11.15 Holy comm un ion mass for Sunday • En>: 6.30 Evensong METHODIST Palm Sunday 9am Mass ~U~ 
'ii~ ST ANDREW'S CA VERSHAM HEIGHTS 11am Mass ~~ 
~ ~ p I s d Sam Holy communion Palm Sunday 11am Morning worshi r_> 6.30 Stations of the Cross ~iii 
~l~ a m un ay 9.15 Familr euch ari sl and 6.30 "The Cross of Christ" and Benediction M 
~~~ ~:w~~i°y c~~'::i~nion Maundy Thursday ~t0d;;:onot:~~ad Methodist ri:s~1y 

11\ rn:::: ~na~:am Mass ~~ 
"''~ Church 7.30pm Pene tential service ~ ; 
Elt~ Tuesday 17 ~;~ i~~~~fi~ge and address Good Friday 10.30 Devotional service and confession ~ns 
~n:: Wednesday 18 9.30am Holy comm uni on (w ith Gosbrook Road Method ist Wednesday 18 5~1~ c~~f~-;s~~~tass El~ 
~ll~ Maundy Thursday 8pm Sung euc harist a nd vigil CC hhuurrcc hh )' Cavers ham Bapti st MaundyThursday 9am Mass (mai nly for children) ~.•ll~.: 
• • Good Friday 9am Service of lhe Cross 
El~ Easler Eve 8pm Easter Eve Ce remonies Easter Day 8am Holy communion 7,30PJ11 Mass of the Lord's En~ 
• , Easler Day 8am Holy communion 11am Divine worship with Su8per ~lt i!ll:: 9_15 Festal Eucharist holy communion Good Friday 10. Oam Stations of the Cross , I 
~lt~ 11.1 5 Holy communi on GOSBROOK ROAD 3nd trmon f h p . ~11~ 
~lt~ 6.30 Festal Evensong Maundy Thursday 8pm Holy communion a~~ D!~~h~foO~r io:Jswn En~ 
;It, ST BARNABAS (with Cavers ham Heights (followed by confessions) ~ll; 
~.•

11
?- Palm Sunday 8am Holy communion Methodist Churc h, Caversham Holy Saturday Confessions 10.30-12, 3-4, 5-6.30 ~II~ 

. , 9.15 Family eucharist and Baptis t Church and St John's) Vigil Ceremoni es begin at 8pm ~ ~ 
~lt~ distribution of palms Good Friday - see Caversham Heights Easler Day 9am Mass ~ll~ 
; , Wednesday 18 10am Holy communion Methodist Church 11am Mass F ~ 
~lt~ Maundy Thursday s

1 
pam,nSSuen!.C,·cuecohfaDriestvot ,·on Easter Day 9am l:loly com munion OUR LADY OF CA VERSHAM, Richmond Road ~I~ 

~lt~ Good Friday O '· Palm Sunday 8.30 Mass En~ 
• • for Good Friday • • En~ Easter Day 8am Holy Commu ni on l0.3o Mass ~llS 
En~ 9-15 Family euchariSt CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (meets in Caversham t;~cJ~;~ by Blessin_g of Palms) ~11~ 
~u:: Park School unl ess otherwise stated) Tuesday 17 10am Mass ~11:: 
~.·.•it?.i ST JOHN'S Palm Sunday 11am Family eucharist Good Friday 6.30pm Liturgy of the Passion ~ •• •l'!.•, 

Saturday 14 8pm Sta iner's Cruc ifi xio n Wednesday 18 10.30am House comm union and Death of Our Lord " En~ Palm Sunday 8am Holy com munion at 14 Netley Close (followed by confessions) EU~ 
M ~-~~~;~r:::1-:;~~~~~ij~\~-;;-day Maundy Thursday :rr 1l~~nh~~nc1~!~n ::~re~aJ~;day t~8M;s~nfessions En~ 
[.•lti.• 6.30 Evening Prayer Good Friday - see St Barnabas' · 10.30am Mass El(.: 
~lt~ and Meditation Easter Day 11am Family Eucharist 5pm Mass E1tS 

~U~ .................. ,.~,•~••~••~••~,•~ .. '!l'!'ilif••::s:,•·•,..•~•~•~••!!i:••~'!:~~•~'•X•• .. • .. •t:e;••~•!'•~•~• .. • .. •• .. <l!••"•"••••••• ... ••~w't!:•• .. •"''v•·•• .. •·••·•"••"• .. ,•.•·,•·•·• ... •.•• .. •·•r•·••·•·• .. •·••·•·••·•·••·• .. , .............. , ................ ~,,·.·• ... • .. •• .. •·•• .. •·••"jlt~ 
\\*.,,~ •• ~ •• ;::,,:.:w:-.!,,~ • .:.:,,:.? .. 5:,,5!t,2t,~ •• 2.,~ .. ~ .. x:.,:;?.,Xu~,:.!v:-:.,,~2 •• 7...,:5i,x.,Xu~,~vX.,~,t2' • .s:.,:;.:.,:;l:.,:;:.,~ •• X,.~ .. ?.: ... ~ •• ~.,:;: .. ?.:0 :i:.,:;.:.,:;:.,:;: •• ~ •• :;:.,~ .. ~ •• ~ .. :;:,,:;:1,;:!.,~ •• ~.t!!!,,~ •• ~ 

A. B. WALKER 
&SON LTD 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
. Independent Family Business serving 

Caversham since 7 826 

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD, 
READING 

(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital) 

Tel: Reading 53650 

Day and night service 
Monumental Masons Private Chapels 

...,, 

W.R. BOURTON 8 SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

111 WATLINGTON STRE_ET, READING 

Tel : 53825 

J. R. McCARDLE 
STONEMASON 

Fine Memorials in 
Marble, Stone and 

Granite 

Resloration and all 
other masonry 

undertaken 

READING 62362 

24-HOUR SERVICE 
11038 

A.H. WHITE 
1N.1\ FD I 

New Offices and Priva1e 
Chapel 

15 BOULTSTREET 
READING 

!Rear 11 The Crtl\c) 

Telephone 54334 
Late 63921 

CHRISTIAN 
AID 

MOVEMENT 
AHEAD-a 

de1ailed look at 
Chris1ian Aid 
projects and a 
glance into Lhe 

fu ture. 

Led by 
Dr Max Peberdy, 
Area Secretary, 

Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon and The Rev 
Carlyle Patterson, 

Head of Aid 
Department 

at the 

English Martyrs 
Church 

Liebenrood Road 
Reading 

on 

SATURDAY 
APRIL 7 

2-5pm 
All Welcome 

Your 

PET SHOP 

CAVERSHAM 
Gee Gee Pets and 

Aquaria 
29 PROSPECT STREn 

Reading 472422 
late night Friday 6pm 

Also READING MARKET 
Friday and Saturday 

911'4 

THE LINK GROUP 

ANNUAL 

GOOD-AS-NEW 
SALE 

Saturday, April 14, 10.30-3.30 

in the 

BAPTIST CENTRE 

Your generosity in the past has 
enabled us to help many local 

handicapped people. 

If you can spare any Good-as­
New items for us to sell, please 

contact your Church's Link 
Group rep or telephone 

473096 or 479179 

Katy is 
taking a 

short 
break. We 
hopeto 
have her 
back with 
us soon. 

D. W. MORRIS 

CARPET 
FITTER 

Old carpets readapted, 
viny ls. etc 

Carpets, upholstery, 
cleaned on site or hire 

machine · 

FREE ESTIMATES 

64 Grove Hill 
Emmer Green, Reading 

Telephone 479280 

Cyril H. Lovegrove 
Your local funeral director 

Should.you wish to telephone there 'is an 
experienced member of our staff ava ilable 24 

hours a day to offer advice 

114-116 OXFORD ROAD, 
READING 

Telephone 52016 (day or night). 

Chapels of Rest - Monument.ii Masonry 
901J.I 

............•... 
G. J. BOXALL 

. . 
• Painter and 

Decorator 
.• • • • 344 HEMDEAN ROAD • 

CAVERSHAM : 
Tel. Reading 472181 • 

• ................ 

TOMALIN & SON 
(N.A .F.D. ) 

Funeral 
Directors 
48 New Street 

Henley-on-Thames 

Telephone 3370 
DAY AND NIGHT 

,.,.,, 

D. HARRIS 
Roofing and guttering 

repairs. ere 
Slate. tile. felt 

Ring READING 
476$$6 

91191 

A. F.JONES 

MASTER 
MASONS 

Cmfismen in Stone 

BEDFORD RD 
READING 
Telephone 

53537' 
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