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NEW YEAR CARDS

By Winifred Annable

ONE OF the familiar sights at Christmas is the Christmas card.
The first Christmas card was designed in 1843, at the
suggestion of Sir Henry Cole, a Victorian gentleman, who, in
later years, was involved in the Great Exhibition of 1851, and
the founder of what is now the Victoria and Albert Museum.
The price of the first card was one shilling each (a costly
novelty) and only one thousand were sold.

Cole’s card started the fashion and many were
later privately printed. One printer — Lambert of
Ilvsi\’;/castle — marketed cards for general trade in

Why wasn’t the Christmas card invented much
earlier? The custom of sending a token gift dates
from the times of the ancient Egyptians. In the
monastic houses of Britain, precise and beautifully
ornamented texts were exchanged at holy days and
important church festivals.

It was the introduction of the ennf' post and post

office reform by Sir Rowland Hill in 1840 that
enabled ordinary people to send letters and cards
anywhere in Great Britain for one penny. Thomas
De La Rue from Guernsey had a publishing firm. It
was he who discovered how to make the shiny white
surface card, adopted universally for the produc-
tion of Christmas cards. .
The firm of Raphael Tuck (manufacturing cards at
the present time) began production in 1871. The
firm built up the trade by holding competitions with
prizes for winning designs. Many well known artists
of the Victorian era began to design for the cards.
The final accolade of success came with the patron-
age of Queen Victoria. Her Majesty bought several
hundred cards to send to friends at Windsor and
Osborne.

The term “Christmas card" originally applied to
post cards, not the double sided cards sold today.
Valentiné cards had been popular with the young
people long before the Christmas-card became a
proposition and, in fact, the earlier cards looked
rather like Valentines as they both had similar lace
gaper edges. The earlier cards referred to. New

ear only, or mentioned “festive season”.

Lack of Sensitivity

Early cards were not conspicuous for their
sensitivity, and sometimes showed unseemly and
alarming pictures, with poor verses or wishes. In
1879 a card showed a picture of a cat after a bird,
with the caption “If one finds pleasure in a song, to
eat the singer would be wrong.” J

What part does the Christmas card play in the
religious celebrations? Attendance at church in
Victorian days was part of the Christmas Day ritual
so although feasting and festivities were welf,repre—
sented on the cards, so also were the Nativity, with
the pictures of the birth of Christ, the Shepherds
and the Wise Men. Verses from the Bible or popular
carols helped to keep alive the true significance of
Christmas.

I have made a collection of these early Christmas
cards, and New Year Greetings, and I am always on
the look out for interesting cards on the subject, for
my collection. One of the oldest cards in my
collection is dated 1884 It shows the traditional
Father Christmas alighting with his sack from a
railwaf' carriage. Two little girls in period costume
are holding out their arms to him. In the background
is a magnificent steam train, with smoke billowing
from a ver{ tall chimney. The signals in the distance
are typical of the earliest type of signalling system
— “signal batons” with red and green oil lamps.

Death

If the Christmas cards were about the birth of
Christ, the recipient of a Victorian card was also
reminded of his death. A small example of this is a
card of about 1888. The card is dominated by a huge
silver cross. Christmas roses are round the base,
and two bees are winging their way over the words
“With true Christmas Greeting”. A rather dark

icture of irises adorns another card, and is entitled

hristmas Comfort. It reads “Christmas thought for
the sufferer, weary and worn with pain, Jesus is
born to bear thy cross, that thou his crown may
gain”. The words are by Cecilia Havergal, a prolific

Victorian poetess.

In contrast, Raphael Tuck published a card in the
early 1900’s of a tranquil scene, most unseasonable,
but showing the costume of the day. It is by a lake
side with a tent in the distance, a small boat is
moored nearby and two youths in boating costume,
supply the usual Christmas greeting.

easonal pictures were, however, available in
profusion, such as the one in my collection of two
robins in the snow. They have pulled a cracker, and
one robin is wearing a paper hat. The other robin is
holding a broken half of the cracker. The caption
reads “May merriment and gladness rule within
your hearts, this time of Yule” (dated 1908).

The beautiful silk embroidered card became
popular in the mid-1900's, and I have an example of
this craftsmanship. This type of card is not often
associated with Christmas, so it is unusual. It
portrays, in silk on fine muslin, a house with
smokingbchimneys, a dove bearing holly and mistle-
%ge combined, and in red letters “I am the Christmas

iss™.

New Year

New Year's Cards were the forerunners of Christ-
mas cards and were in fancy and elaborate shapes.
Greetings were on cards which were shaped like
horseshoes, artists’ palettes, board and easel, full
and half moons and many other novel shapes. My
favourite from this period is a card of 1890 and is a
picture of two weird looking aircraft with spoked
wheels and open cockpit. The message reads “My
thoughts are airships flying fast upon a journey
pleasant. All happiness be yours to last, and love be
ever present.” Large number cards presenting the
date, liberally sprinkled with good luck tokens were
also fashionable. Cards looking like cheques were
made for the middle class and aristocracy —
working class people didn't possess such things. I
have a novelty card from that period. It is inscribed

_“The Bank of Good old Times, Old Chums’ Branch",

made out to a Miss Owens, to be paid the sum of One
Year of Happy Days with the £ sign and the figures
“365". 1 wonder what Miss Owens thought about it,
as the card is decorated with a man playing
billiards, two bottles of wine and three drunken
men singing in the snow!!

Postecard Club

Collecting postcards. is interesting and informa-
tive. Customs, dress, transport, attitudes to life,
town and country scenes, political organisations,
sentiment and religion can all be seen in colourful
detail. We can get a glimpse of what life was like in
those far off days. 5

I belong to Reading.and District Cigarette Card
and Postcard Club, which meets at Loddon Hall,
Twyford the last Monday in the month. The club was
formed about thirty years ago by several gentlemen
getting together to talk about their collection of
cigarette cards. The club flourished and postcards
were introduced. Under the guidance of Mr Romans
of Henley, our president, and Mr Husey of Swallow-
field, and the committee, we have a happy and
friendly club, meeting to discuss our cards with like
minded people, and to sell them. Many more ladies
have recently become interested in this fascmatins
subject, and to represent their interest, I have ha
the honour of being elected the first woman on the
committee.

If you would like to know more please ring our
Secretary, Mr M. Tubb (Twyford 340663) or myself
(Reading 472596) for further information.
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“The Englishman’s Christmas” by J. A. R. Pimlott.
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TALKING
POINT

By RICHARD KINGSBURY ST PETER’S CHURCH

CAVALIERS IN
CAVERSHAM!

THIS IS my first chance to say ‘“Hello Caversham and thank

you for your welcome!”

But who is this strange, shadowy figure occupying the
Rectory? First, I cannot and would not try to be like my
predecessor! John Grimwade gave Caversham a uniquely
distinguished ministry. I ask for no more than you gave him —
freedom to be, and love for an individual as himself.

Providence, fortune — however you
describe God at work — has been good
to me. A child of a country vicarage, I
did not seriously consider ordination
until after working in advertising for a
few years in London. At her wedding in
Wensleydale, Angela assumed she was
marrying a “budding wordsmith”. Halt-
ing her own career in market research
and with her scientific training in moth-
balls, she is the one who has made
sacrifices to enable me to follow my
chosen course. I hope I'll always be
grateful for this.

Excitement

Ordained in Newecastle, after two
happy Tyneside curacies and with two
Geordie children (Mark and Anna), we
moved back to London, where I worked
as Chaplain of King’s College 1970-75. A
super little house in Westminster went
with the job. From our bedroom win-
dow we could watch Duncan Sandys
having breakfast. Then to Hungerford
for eight delightful years, during which
Eleanor and John were born. Thence to
Caversham, with a mixture of excite-
ment and apprehension!

Finding a hardworking and experi-
enced clergy team here and with so
many ongoing church activities
smoothly running, I've realised it will
take longer than expected to “settle in”
and I have to temper my normal impati-
ence, preferring to take things in my
stride, quietly looking, listening and
learning week by week. If you think
your new Rector has sunk without trace,
be assured — I'm still here and will
surface in due course! The inevitable
difficulties in adjusting to a ‘“new”
parish are compounded by the commit-
ment I bring with me until the end of
1984, as a member of the Parole Board
of England and Wales. If at present all
you see of me is in the early mornings,
scampering like the White Rabbit over
Caversham Bridge towards the station,
I’'m not fleeing the country!

I don’t have “policies” — but I do see
the Church existing for the benefit of
the community, not vice versa. Involve-
ment in, for example, work with offen-
ders seems to me a reasonable working
out of the ministry of Jesus. Others do
“their thing” (or, rather, His thing) in
hospitals, in youth work, in a host of

community-based activities. I'm
impressed already by the number of
things Caversham Christians do beyond
their places of worship. The signs of a
healthy church are to be found in the
health of the community!

People ask about plans to “split up
Caversham” into a group of indepen-
dent parishes. I have no such plans! If,
twelve months or so from now, that
seems a logical move, then we’ll look at
it together. The idea of the Rector
imposing his wishes on the parish (as if
he could!) or being a kind of “hit man”
for the diocesan hierarchy is totally
inappropriate. I'm here to work with a
team of priests, serving the community
through the Church, centring on our
worship, and co-operating with col-
leagues in all denominations. That’s
more than enough to be getting on with
for the moment! i

Do I have strong views on worship?
Only that the worship of each church
should be suitably styled for the folk it
serves, which means flexibility with as
much congregational participation as
possible! I rejoice in the very different
“feeling” of each local church. (As a
newcomer, though, I have some sym-
pathy with those who express bemused
frustration at finding different forms of
service week by week in the same
church!)

History

With so much going for us and with
such rich history behind us, I hope you
share my view that we can take life -
seriously but not solemnly. In the last
analysis there is a glorious absurdity
about each of us. All our endeavours
need to be seen in the context of what
I'd call “Divine Humour”. Carefree
without being careless, laughing with-
out being complacent, adventurous
without being pompous — an almost
cavalier lifestyle is appropriate for
those who count their blessings whilst
recognising the enormity of God’s call
to discern and serve Him in life — in its
widest sense.

We belong to the one organisation
which exists (as William Temple stres-
sed) primarily for the benefit of those
who are not its members. That seems to
have been the ministry of Jesus. What
more could we possibly ask for?

The newspaper produced by members of the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham anc

ham for the local

EDITORS: Mrs Margaret Baily, Mr Eric Chappeli, Mr7gghn Mullaney, Revd Philip Webb,

c/o Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. Tel: 471
ASST EDIT

OR: The Rev P. Sear, St Barnabas House, 33 Grove Road, Emmer Green. Tel. 473095.
ADVERTISMENT MANAGER: Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7PE. Tel. 471816,
CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mr R. Kitcher, 8 Blenheim Road, Caversham, RG4 7BG. Tel. 472660.
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr H. Pilgrim, 64 Highmoor Road, Caversham, RG4 7BG. Tel.
GER: Miss E. Stark, 36 Auburn Court, Caversham. Tel.

474017 POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MA
473045.

The Editors wish to make it
clear that the views
expressed in the newspaper
do not necessarily reflect
the opinion of the board.

Published by Caversham

Christian News Ltd, Church

Street, Caversham, Read-

ing. Telephone Ruwading
471703.

All contributions for the March issue should be sent to Church House by noon on
Wednesday, February 1. All advertising copy should be sent to Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert
Road, Caversham by Friday, January 27.

Printed by Thames Valley
Newspapers Ltd, Tessa
Road, Reading.

<(<
e

Dear Sir,

My wife died recently and it
was her wish that instead of
floral tributes she desired for a
park seat to be erected to her
memory.

Sufficient contributions
were received to provide not
one but two seats, one in
Caversham Court and the other
in Balmore Walk, and the
Leisure and Recreation Depart-
ment of Reading Borough
Council are arranging for these
to be purchased and installed.

May |, through the “Bridge”
thank all those who kindly sent
donations, and suggest that
other peaple might consider
remembering their loved ones
in a similar fashion?

PETE LITTLEWOOD
11 Moss Close
Caversham

Dear Sir,
| wonder how many readers
of the December issue of the
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Caversham Bridge were puz-
Z2led and disturbed by Cor-
r%meela Link's announcement
that:
“GOD IS COMING 0UT OF
NORTHERN IRELAND"*
Pretty drastic action! But

~ really, it is hardly surprising

after the way that “so-called-
Christians™ have been behav-
ing — it serves them right!
Also, in the name of sectarian-
ism there have been many long
years of bigotry, hatred “and
violence, both factions insis-
tent that “God is on OUR side”
... the Deity must be greatly
wearied and in need of a break.
However you interpreted such
a bizarre headline it would be
enough to shake your faith in
the omnipresence of the
Almighty, and might well lead
you to ponder as to where next
he is planning to pull out! Such
a report would serve to under-
line the current belief that
Northern Ireland is indeed a
God-forsaken country.

But, dear reader, not so!
God is good. The words God
and good have much in com-
mon, but they are NOT
interchangeable. During *Sum-
merfest ‘83“, the Corrymeela

B Richard and Angela Kingsbury at the reception after his Induction, held at St Andrew’s Hall

E.S. ARCHER

Community’s week of Christian
celebration last July, its
founder Dr Ray Davey, led a
workshop  session entitled,
“Can any good come out of
Northern Ireland?”* This was
the inspiration for Corrymeela
Link's series of meetings up
and down the country addres-
sed by speakers who are prom-
inent in various aspects of the
work of reconciliation in the
Province. So you see, it is the
good news of God's work of
peacemaking which is coming
out of Norther lreland, for in
the midst of despair there is
hope, in the midst of hatred,
love and in the midst of war a
vision of peace. With what
better news s there to start
the year of our Lord, nineteen
hundred and eighty four.

Thank you, Caversham
Bridge, for your misprint which
has given me the opportunity to
reaffirm that GOOD IS COM-
ING OUT OF NORTHERN
IRELAND!

Shalom,

ANN VARMER
(Vice Chairman of the
Corrymeela Link Committee)
5 Picton Way
Cevarsham AG4 8NJ
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A Mapledurham childhood before
the First World War

A pork chop for
ON AN AUTUMN afternoon in October 1981 I called for a breakfast

chat with Mrs Ethel Watkins of Hodmore House, Tinker’s ; M=, Watkins memor-
Green, Mapledurham. Tinker’s Green consists of five seventy years to her
houses lying between two farms, Hodmore and Greendene. Chgdfhggd' f&er rr:jother
Hodmore House is one of the two remaining thatched Zfc onfc" or 21 Mre
cottages in that area and had been Mrs Watkins’ home several Roman Catholic
before her marriage. Up until the nineteen-thirties a well ](j;g"lllgg ;Vrh;;;;eg £ lthe
stood at the junction of the four tracks around which the piP fine: worked. for

houses are found, but that has now vanished. This well was several local farmers,
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sunk in 1872 and was very deep.

B Skeleton of an old wattle and daub cottage at Chazey Heath. It may have had only two rooms up

and two down, or less, plus a lean-to outhouse.

PRE-WAR POSTCARDS —
GREETING CARDS — CIG CARDS
— OLD TINS — CHINA — BRASS

VICTORIAN PHOTOS AND
SCRAPS ETC

Good prices paid
Phone: Jill Toft 472826 after 6pm

hiring himself out piece
time. He would hoe a
field of turnips for one,
and scythe the edges of a
harvest field for another.
He was also a maltster
and used to walk to
Reading and back to
work at Simonds brew-
ery. Such strenuous work
needed a good first meal
with which to begin the
day and Mr Clements
always sat down to a
large pork chop for his
breakfast for there was
invariably a pig in the sty
at the bottom of the gar-
den and the remains of
its predecessor in the
larder. Every year on the
day on which the poor
pig was stuck (killed) all
the little Clements chil-
dren stayed indoors with
their fingers in their
ears, for they could not
bear to hear the poor
creature's squeals, nor
could they bear the

W Wharf cottage, Mapledurham,

smell of its singeing hair
as the carcase was held
over burning straw to
“tidy it up”.

Collecting Acorns
and Stones

As a child Mrs Watkins
remembered sitting
“front horse" astride the
leading horse in the cart
team in the harvest field
When the waggon
needed to move on to the
next shocks or stooks she
would indicate this from
the horse's back geeing
him up and feeling very
important at the part she
was playing in the day's
work.

She also remembered
stone picking on local

The Churchpeople’s
Luncheon Club
Reading

THE CHURCHPEOPLE'S Luncheon Club
is an ecumenical association, through
which Christian men and women from all
walks of life can meet to share an infor-
mal meal and get to know one another.

The Club, which was
founded in 1965 meets on
the first Thursday in
each month at St Laur-
ence Hall, Abbey
Square, Reading from
1,00-2.005m. A light buf-
fet lunch is served at a
flat rate of £1 per head,
with wine and soft drinks
available for a small
additional charge.

Guest speakers (who
are invited to address
members during coffee)
have included bishops,
priests and ministers of
the Anglican, Roman
Catholic, Orthodox and
Nonconformist
denominations, as well
as representatives of
other religions and of
agnosticism. Contempor-
ary social problems have
been dealt with by Mem-
bers of Parliament, by
medical and legal con-
sultants, and by laymen
responsible for a wide
range of institutions and
organisations. Other
eminent speakers have
covered such matters as
Christian journalism,
music and the language
of worship.

Membership

Currently, member-
ship is over one hun-
dred, and new members
are always welcome. The
annual membership fee
is £4.00, and further
information can be
obtained from the Chair-
man, Bill Vincent (tel
Reading 472965) or the

Hon. Secretary Eric Few
(Wokingham 780938)

Why not sample a
meeting? Just telephone
the Hon Sec to let him
know you are coming; we
hope you will stay to join
us.

, now vanished. It stood beyond the mill going towards Hardwick

fields. The money she
earned paid for her
school boots.” The col-
lected stones were built
into little pyramids and
the farmer measured
them from the ground on
one side up over the top
and down to the ground
on the other side. He
then paid accordingly.

With her brothers and
sisters she was also sent
out to collect acorns for
the piFs and was up at
first light to get out
before the other local
children, though no
doubt some of them also
had the same idea

At the time she was a
child the Honourable
Algernon Mills was
tenant of Mapledurham
House. He was very fond
of horses and kept a fine
stable. He was also the
possessor of a very early
Rolls Royce and drove
past the school play-
ground at ten to nine
every weekday on his
way to Reading station to
catch the train to Lon-
don. Every winter,
around Christmas time,
the little Clements
would go to Rose Farm to
sing carols. This meant a
long trek down country
lanes but they were each
rewarded with a silver
three-penny bit and an
orange so the weary walk
was worth it.

In those days there
were two local carriers
who would take goods
into and out of Caver-
sham and Reading. One,
unfortunately, enjoyed a
little drink at local ports

of call and would often
forget to leave or pick up
items at the Pack Saddle
being, by then, a little
the worse for a pint. He
simply drove on further
into the country to his
own home village or the
next tavern without a
thought for his
castomers

The headmistress at
the little Church School
was the renowned Miss
Butler who taught there
for forty four years. She
married late in life, hav-
ing made a home for her
aged mother for a very
long time in the little
cottage adjoining the
school. She wed the local
thatcher, Mr Martin, and
they lived in Myrtle Cot-
tage at Chazey Heath

Around 1925 it was
decided that Maple-
durham needed a parish
hall, so under the leader-
ship of a Mr Daniels, of
Lilley farm, the local
people banded together
and built the present
hall beside the old
school by their own
efforts. It was Ethel Cle-
ments who was the first
person to have the hall
for a wedding reception

Sadly. not long after
my happy and interest-
ing afternoon with Mrs
Watkins she died, and I
am most grateful that I
was able to write down
her memories of Maple-
durham years ago. Such
reminiscences are unfor-
tunately not often heard
and still less remem-
bered

MK
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All felled, felled are all felled;
Of a fresh and following folded rank
Not spared, not one
That dandled a sandalled
Shadow that swam or sank
On meadow and river and wind — wandering weed —
winding bank.
Or if we but knew what we do
When we delve or hew —
Hack and rack the growing green
Aftercomers cannot guess the beauty been
7‘('” or (\l'(’l\‘(" \'74'1,\ ten or .'\('l',l'&'
The sweet especial scene.
SO MANLEY Hopkins mourned his felled Bin-
sey poplars over a hundred years ago, as he
would have mourned the loss of the Caversham
Court poplars had he been alive today. Last
month we gave warning that they would prob-
ably have to go, but still hoped that if possible
they would be saved. But before the words
appeared in print they had all gone.

(Honest to Goodness)
Real /tg{/’gn Food
» YOS,
AN

('} b &S ] @c ¥

B = W\ O @Y.

Y ) = . Q: .
Pizzas : Prawns : Fresh Pasta :

Parma Ham : Main Dishes
(VAT INCLUSIVE)

Everything cooked and prepared in front of you

Open for lunch: TAKE AWAY SERVICE

12“_53-3; Al 59 Reading Road
Evenir;gs pf\)lor;»Sat Henley-on-Thames
6.30-9.30 p.m Tel. Henley 3998

Friday and Saturday later)

BARBARA

LADIES' HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

There had been hints
that all was not well for
some time before, and
Cllr Mrs M. Singh had
even arranged for an
independent survey, but
the day before it was to
be carried out all thir-
teen came down. Eight of
them showed signs of
decay, though nothing
like the amount seen in
the one that fell in last
year's gales. However,
understandably risks
could not be taken. Five,
though, showed no sign
whatever of decay and
could have safely
remained for years. To
say they would even-
tually have had to come
down is an argument that
could be applied to any
tree. To say they were
decayed at the top
strains belief. A poplar
tree's very shape would
make discuvery difficult,
and by now the evidence
has all been hastened
away.

|3 | =)
(=3 (=3

Once a tree is down it
is down. The most we can
hope for is suitable
replacements, in spite of
a council spokesman
grudgingly declining to
make any promises.
Future generations at
least would enjoy them,
even if present ones will
not be able to. Local
authorities seem to have
it in for poplars, at least
in this country. Their
shape is unique among
deciduous trees. It
would be sad if no more
were planted.

’

MORE POPLARS LOST

STUBBLE
BURNING
Hillsides burning
spectacularly in the
night like Valhalla, or
pillars of smaqke rising
skywards as if from some

the Caversham Bridge
Hotel when the present
lease runs out, and its
replacement by a large
modern complex has
been a concern of Caver-
sham Residents' Associ-
ation for some consider-

ki
1 Committee’s recom-

f and fifty bedroom hotel,

(aversham (Tafts

IN-HOUSE

PICTURE FRAMING
TAPESTRY FRAMING

and

BLOCK MOUNTING

for
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Large walk-around showroom for Poole pottery — gifts — picture
hall — gift tokens — Dartington glass — prints — greeting cards —
calenders

21 PROSPECT STREET

CAVERSHAM
Reading 472665

Trade enquiries welcome for framing pictures

SHIRE ALARMS

INTRUDER ALARM SPECIALISTS

your disposal

Let me put my 14 years experience in alarms and security at

Ring now!

READING 472131

mighty conflagration
turn out to be no more
than boringly familiar
stubble burning. Caver-
sham has seen and suf-
fered a lot from it in
recent years, as South
Oxfordshire farmers
clean off their fields, so
much so that the
Environmental Health
Officer presented a
report to the Borough
Council in which he
accepted that it had
ecome recognised as
iood farming practice,
ut felt that further con-
trol was necessary. The
Borough Council is
accordingly seeking the
support of the Ministry
of Agriculture, other dis-
trict councils and the
two borough MPs to .
bring more effective con- §
trol to this practice.
Towns used to be the
smoky places whilst the
country was smoke free.
The position is now
becoming reversed.

CAVERSHAM
BRIDGE HOTEL

The disappearance of

able time. It now seems

»

CAVERSHAM
BRIDGE
GOOD NEIGHBOUR
SCHEME

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

On Thursday
January 19, 1984 at
7.45pm
at Caversham
Heights Methodist
Church Hall
Highmoor Road,
Caversham

5110 o U

-poplar move.
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to be spreading to the
Borough Council. Whilst
accepting the Leisure

mendation for a hundred

the idea of a conference
centre seems to have
been quietly dropped,
and in its place Is a
suggestion that the com-
plex should incorporate
some housing. The
Policy Committee added
its recommendation that
“consideration be given
to the retention of that
part of the existing
Caversham Bridge Hotel
closest to the bridge as a
“riverside bar” with a

view to preserving a link
and retention of scale
between an existing
landmark with the new
hotel”.

This would go a long
way lo diffusing opposi-
tion to the idea of a new
hotel which visually
would do nothing for its
riverside site and would
entail the loss of a build-
ing which, although not
listed, is eminently
suited to its position.
Whether this new hotel
will be suitable for put-
ting up friends and rela-
tions on family occasions
is of course another mat-
ter. One suspects not.

—E. S ARCHER

LOOK BACK AT CAVERSHAM

MARY KIFT has done it again. After the success boat builders’ premises occupy the banks and
of her book “Life in Old Caversham”, she has once parties board steamers on summer afternoons. The
more produced what promises to become a best final picture shows the river making its presence felt
seller and has at the same time helped to solve our in 1947 with one of the heavy floods that from time

hri present probl to time inundated Caversham. :

In a beautifully produced book she has brought  Mary Kift is to be congratulated on presenting
together a collection of photographs, many not seen this collection, as are Verity and Martin Andrews
publicly before, which bring to life the Caversham who produced and desiined it, and Caversham
of the latter half of the last century and the first half Bookshop who published it. It can be purchased
of the present one. Its quiet streets are disturbed by there for £4.
little more than farm carts and bicycles, though

MC

occasionally towards the end of the century the odd
car chugged past, a forerunner of things to come. Its
inhabitants are seen rturning out in crowds to
witness events that would scarcely cause a ripple in
the hurly-burly of present day life. They troop along
Oxford Street for a Sunday School Festival, they
cram Prospect Street for the funeral procession of a
Crimea veteran, they hire wagonettes to go to pick
cherries at Stoke Row, and greatest excitement of|
all, they pour in on foot and bicycle to watch two
thatched cottages burn to the ground.

School chiljren celebrate Empire Day, the Royal
Volunteers parade with shining brass and whitened
belts, patriotic ladies sew in Balmore Hall, and
coronations, proclamations and victories are suit-
ably commemorated. The big houses of Caversham,
over-furnished and with weﬁ kept gardens, reflect a
life style that could only be maintained by a
plentiful supply ‘of servants. Vicarage garden
parties, with croquet on the lawn and tea served
from a tent by capped and aproned maids,
represent a way of life that was soon to be shattered
for ever.

The river played an important part in village life.
One rarely-seen photograph shows the old bridge
taken from much the same spot as those that Havell

J. A. TILBURY & (O

Landscape Gardeners and Fencing Contractors
SHRUBS AND TREES SUPPLIED AND
PLANTED
PATIOS, PONDS AND ROCK GARDENS

305 Wokingham Road, Earley
Phone: Reading 662821

Tree and shrub department NOW OPEN at rear of
Cook’s, 30 Silver Street, Reading. Tel. 867338 19065
90295

J. LUCKETT (Insurance Brokers) LTD

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street, Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950

90206

painted. Punts and rowing boats quietly glide along,
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WHERE ON earth is the spirit of
Christmas, I thought as I set out this
morning (November 29) to check on
one or two items for this column?
Christmas preparations seem to start
earlier and earlier — mine start at the
end of September when I suddenly
realise the last posting date for New
Zealand is only two weeks off. It’s hard
to keep up any sense of excitement for
so long and even the arrival of Advent
itself seems an anti-climax. Is.there, I
wondered, still any magic about

Christmas?
Eureka

As luck would have
it, I'd arranged to call
at Thameside Primary
School to look at the
recent alterations.
And here I was trans-
ported right back to
my own childhood
memories of Christ-
mas. The school was
awash with silver
stars, cut-out Father
Christmasses, candles
in pottery holders
and, in a corner of the
Library, the figure of
Father Christmas
himself surrounded
by gifts.

As I said, I'd really
come to look at the
buildings but honestly
I find it hard to talk
about them, since the
school was literally
alive with the magic of
Christmas. Mrs
Lancaster, the head,
rushing hither and

thither, generously
invited me to come
and talk to her some
time — and I think
that will be the time to
write fully about the
fantastic alterations.
Meanwhile Mrs Wal-
lis, the secretary,
kindly took time out to
show me round. In one
room, Mr Harries,
showing the children
how to make decora-
tions, was, sadly,
doing this for the last
time — after seven
years at Thameside he
is about to move to
New Town School as
Deputy Head. In the
cookery corner a
parent was showing a
group of four young
children how to make
biscuits and prepare
their own lunch, while
Mrs West, Head of the
Lower School, was
coping with further

"KATY IN CAVERSHAM

wasn’t worth taking
new names on to the
list. Those who use
this clinic are

Christmas prepara-
tions in between les-
sons. And needless to
say, Bob, the
caretaker, was com-
pletely caught up in
the excitement.

Hopefully I'll get
back to Thameside
before long but in the
meanwhile suffice it
to say this was a real
Christmas bonus for
me!

Apologies!

Seriously taken to
task by a reader, I
must aﬁologise if I'd
given the impression
that the greengrocers
on St Martin’s pre-
cinct was no longer up
to standard because
of the new lay-out.
Didn’t I know, I was
asked, that the staff
were just great and
that every effort was
made, as always, to
see that everything on
the shelves was fresh
and sound. Of course I
did, Mrs P., and I can
assure you it's still
one of my favourite
shops.

Oddly enough — I
don’t know if she was
aware who [ was —the
young lady who

TOP QUALITY BUTCHER

P. MUNDY

324 Hemdean Road
Caversham, Reading, Berks
Tel. Reading 479955

Retail deliveries twice weekly, Tuesday and
Friday

HOME FREEZER MEAT

SUPPLIED AND
DELIVERED

W. N. & E. FISHER LTD

Building Contractors

ALTERATIONS, EXTENSIONS
AND DECORATIONS

EMMER GREEN,
READING
TEL: 471595

served me in the
Church Street news-
agents went out of her
way to ask what I
thought of their new
lay-out. Being a bit old
for change, up till
then I'd not thought
much of it. Amazing

_|what a difference a

kind enquiry can
make to one’s atti-
tude; immediately 1
gave the new arrange-

MANY OF the Bridge’s
readers will be aware
of a recent television
campaign “Think once,
think twice, think bike”
— Good advice, but
motorcyclists can also
contribute to their own
safety and road sense.
Amongst such schemes
is ‘the National Star
Rider Scheme and
recently Peter Sear of
St Barnabas’ Church
gained the Gold Star
(the highest award of
the scheme). (Indeed
his examiner thought
he was the first clergy-
man to gain such an
award).

The training consists
of an initial course of
seminars to improve
riding and handling

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for the

care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School is

open during term time. The babies and children are cared

for by trained staff assisted by our own student nursery
nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
20 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading

Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

‘M»ﬂm AN S S

MOTOR CYCL

ments my complete
approval.

Caring shop

assistants
Another reader
asked me if I'd give
special mention to the
manageress of the off-
licence in Church
Street who, con-
fronted by an elderly
lady who was a little
confused and vague
about what she
wanted, showed a
superb example of
patience and helpful-
ness. As my friend
said, she didn’t in the
least mind waiting to

be served herself.

The Public Libary
I've just been told
there have been
alterations to the
local library since the
arrival of the new
librarian and that it's
such a cheerful and
nice glace to visit.
This definitely calls
for further investiga-
tion, so I hope to be
able to do something
about this early in the
new year.

Window cleaning

My apologies to any
reader who was led
astray with the
information I passed
on about my last win-
dow-cleaner. As it
happened he let many
of us down. However,
after months of trying
to ignore the state of
the windows (one
neighbour went out
and bought lace cur-
tains so as not to see
the dirt on hers) I hap-
pened on one who has

skills, anticipation of
what other road users
are about to do, and
knowledge of one’s
bike as well as a written
test. Then there is a
road test covering
twenty miles of varied
road conditions. Peter
feels that the test has
given him greater
awareness of his own
potential and confi-
dence in riding his bike.

With an increase in
motorcycle accidents
(particularly among the
younger age group 17-
24) any scheme which
promotes greater safety
and skill must be wel-
comed. Riders can start
with the Bronze and
Silver Star awards
before proceeding to
the Gold Star. Further

obviously likely to be

o encumbered with
now served us faith- small children and

ully for several without their own
months and at a lower transport. A trip into
rate. He, or rather the Royal Bergs by
they, tell me they're bus poses many more

prepared to go any- problems than the
where in the district. trip up to Emmer

ﬁo in case you're still Green. It is to be

aving problems do hoped that none will
ring Neville’s Clean-

ing Services (875973),
65 Barnsdale Road,
Reading. I think you’ll
find them helpful.

Mucky Caversham
Yet another reader
has asked me to men-
tion the rubbish that
is scattered around
the Peppard Road/
Balmore Park bank.
Willingly! Why do
people have to be so
mucky; last week I
stumbled over an old
vacuum cleaner in a

lane at the back of|

Westfield Road. And
if anyone is interested
in a crimson three-
piece suite (condition
uncertain) do try the
bottom of our garden.
Yes honestly! Now the
leaves have fallen off
the trees there, I'm
discovering a whole
lot more things people
have literally heaved
over the fence — don’t
they know the local
council will collect
such stuff for a very
small sum?

Clinic closure?

I was sorry to hear
reports that the
Emmer Green Clinic
is closing, and that
new young mothers
were turned away,
being told that
because of the
impending closure it

NG AWARD

information about the
scheme «can be
obtained from Mr Eric
Dyeh, tel: 475227hand
perhaps we may hope
that gefore too long
others of our motorcyc-
ling readers will join
Peter in displaying a
gold star. D.S.

feel the journey just
isn't worth the effort.
If this amenity is to
close, it will be a great
loss to Caversham.

Richard Stainthorp

Richard Stainthorp,
who became a well
recognised figure
around Caversham as
manager of The
Caversham Bookshop
and through his par-
ticipation in several

Page Five

plays produced by
Mrs Byers, has now
returned to work in
Caversham at Mann &
Co. It is always a plea-
sure to walk into a
shop and be wel-
comed by a familiar
friendly face. Wel-
come back Richard.

End of the Year

And that about
winds up the column
for 1983 — it only
remains for me to
thank those who have
provided information
and to remind readers
we are interested in
everything that hap-
pens in Caversham:
(apart that is from
rape, arson and mur-
der. We can rely on
the national papers
for those.) Keep it
coming! And a Happy
New Year to all our
readers.

N. G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

ALTERATION
TAILORS

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378
* ALTERATIONS
* MEN’S DRESS HIRE
* INVISIBLE REPAIR SERVICE

* JACKETS AND COATS RELINED

VISA

T/I[LE[S

OVER 2,000 TILES ON DISPLAY
ITALIAN WALL TILES FROM £5.94 SQ YD

FIXING SERVICE BY OUR OWN
EXPERTS

FREE DELIVERIES

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

JANNERFLOW KITCHEN ON DISPLAY

14 NORTH READING CENTRE
EMMER GREEN (OPPOSITE POND) TEL. 478853

9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat
LATE NIGHT OPEN WED 8pm

= Nicholas & '

ESTATE AGENTS

13 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM

(Offices at Reading, Wokingham, Tilehurst
Streatley, Woodley, Earley and Mortimer

If you think of selling

ol

T SREETIENCY

address and we will provide a iree valuation and profe

BEST COVERAGE
LOWEST COMMISSION

TELEPHONE READING 479665
1%2% SOLE AGENCY

now or in the near future, please contact us at the above
al advice on ¢
o fee

spect

selling and buying. No sale —

NP B35 L AR i ) i o
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CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS
METHODIST NEWS

Caversham Methodist Mens’ Supper Club

OVER 20 men from Gosbrook Road and the Heights Methodist Churches
met at the Heights Church on Tuesday November 8 for the first of what is
hoped will be a series of occasional meetings. After supper Rev Bernard
Arnold of Christchurch, Woodley, spoke of his work as a prison Chaplain.

He traced the history
of the prison system,
described how prisons
are organised and the
categories under which
prisoners are held. His
audience learned how
Methodist Ministers are
by law entitled to
become prison chaplains
along with Roman Cath-
olic and Anglican priests
and how in Reading the
Chaplains exercise a
joint ministry. During
the discussion which fol-
lowed, comment was
made on the problems
arising from the remand
system and from the
present overcrowding of
prisons. Concern was
also expressed of the
possible effects on in-
mates of the proposals of
the Home Secretary to
remove the right of
remission of sentence
for good conduct. It was
felt that the effect on
prisoners would be
psychologically bad
since there was no incen-
tive for prisoners to earn
remission. There could
well be a deterioration
in the atmosphere of
prisons.

Annual Bazaar

This year’s Christmas
Bazaar was opened by
Mr John Frew who, dur-
ing his introductory
remarks, spoke of the
work undertaken by the
Reading Emergency
Accommodation Project
(REAP) at Brock Bar-
racks, the Reading
Churches Housing
Association in the hostel
for single-parent fami-
lies at Caversham and its
projected hostel in
Reading and in the hos-

tel for men at St George's
Mission in Stepney,
which seeks to rehabili-
tate homeless men to be
able to care for them-
selves in their own
accommodation. An
exhibition of the work of
all three projects was on
display in the Church
vestibule. The Bazaar
proceeds were for these
charities.

During the opening
ceremony Mrs Dorothy
Frew presented prizes to
the winners of the Young
Peoples Arts and Crafts
Exhibition and Competi-
tion. The prizewinners
were:

Age up to 6 years —
Matthew Handford;

Age 7-11 years — Char-
lotte Boardley;

Age 12-15 years —
Caroline Bull;

Age 16-21 years, joint
winners — Catherine
Hackman, Deborah
Roﬁerson and Neil Chap-
pe

The photograph com-
petition was won by Ian
Chappell. In addition to
the usual stalls and
refreshments there was
a display of haute cou-
ture clothes designed
and created by Mrs Lor-
raine Balmforth

BB Display

It is an accepted fact in
the entertainment world
that a chaotic final
rehearsal means “It'll be
all right on the night”.
All right on the night it
certainly was for the
Boys' Brigade company
at their display on
November 25 — their
very first major display
since they were formed
five years ago.

The display consisted
of avaried ?rogramme of
activities illustrating the
weekly activities of the
company including a
very smartly turned out
drill and maze marching
display and the very first
public performance by
the recently formed
drum and bugle band, all
performed with admir-
able discipline and pre-
cision.

In lighter vein were
several sets of games and
sketches including
noughts and crosses
played with boys of the
company and members
of the audience and
“‘Game for a Laugh”
which demonstrated that
famous actor Mr Walker
was no soprano and
members of the audi-
ence mysteriously put on
several stone. Two
“ladies” appeared part
way through to sweep the
floor — after a few
moments the boys recog-
nised two of their offic-
ers incognito, and the
audience were able to
eavesdrop on some local
confidences. Some of the
unrehearsed Dbits
brought the house down
— like the little lad
wearing his big brothers
suit whilst trying to
sweep up some confetti
with a huge broom and
hold his trousers up at
the same time — but he
managed it.

At the end of the eve-
ning those present
learned of the badges
awarded to many mem-
bers of the company and
it was announced that
Paul Barfield was to be
promoted to company
sergeant. The guest of
honour, Mr R. Sherwood,

PROSPECT
FURNISHINGS

Expert re-upholstery by local
craftsmen

To refit a button or a spring, or to recover a
three-piece suite with personal pride and service

We also make curtains,
loose covers and blinds

Estimates in your own home or call in to see us at:

PROSPECT FURNISHINGS

Proprietor: H. Ellis

6 Prospect Street, Caversham,
Reading, RG4 8JG
Tel: (0734) 476565

Car park at rear of shop. Furniture bought and sold

former president of the
Reading Battalion in his
closing remarks com-
plimented the company
on its turnout and dis-
play and reminded all
that the Boys' Brigade
stood on two main pillars
— discipline and the
Bible Class. The display
was indeed a credit not
only to the dedicated
officers led by Derek
Ritchings, but also the
parents, the church and
also the boys themselves.
There are a few vacan-
cies in the company
available to boys
between the ages of eight
and 15.

ACTS —
PART THREE

Rehearsals for the
final part of this
trilogy have now
begun in Caver-
sham Baptist Free
Church, Prospect
Street. Those who
saw the first two
parts and wished
they were part of
these exciting
musicals — now is
their chance. Those
who are young of
heart and sweet of |
voice will be
warmly welcomed
in this inter-church
project. Rehearsals
are every Wednes-
day at 7.45pm, and
production is sche-
duled for Whitsun
1984.

26231

CAVERSHAM
SUE RYDER
SUPPORT
GROUP
CAVERSHAM

THE GROUP recently held
their Annual General Meet-
ing, reviewing the year and
planning the future.

The All Sort Fair held
very much as a last minute
idea realised a magnificent
£109; thanks to all who
contributed. Future plans
include a Jumble Sale — so
start storing — more
details |ater.

The Group has been able
to give £500 this year to the
home at Nettlebed and the
sale of Christmas Cards is
raising £500 for headquar-
ters.

Again thanks and New

e | Year greetings, to all the

Group's supporters.
Inquiries to Ann Deane

473798,

'y
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W The 1st Caversham Boys’ Brigade and Girls' Brigade parading the Company colours for the

enrolment.

THE YOUNG
ends on the

— EUNICE COOPER

eople at Gosbrook Road have been busy tying up the
ast of their projects for their Duke of Edinburgh’s

Awards. They have been putting the final touches to varied cooking
projects, producing a Church Magazine and finishing the correct
numbers of hours at Squash.

All through the year
the boys and girls have
worked individually and
in groups on many tasks
to bring them to the
Bronze and Silver stan-
dard. This has included
re-decorating the small
hall at the Church, get-
ting up at 5.30am to make
early morning tea for the
residents of Springfield
St Luke, planning and
taking a Sunday School
class, working to
improve their standard

of music, running a keep.

fit class, and one young
man making eight static
line parachute jumps.
The young people hope
to receive their awards

on December 12.

On Sunday November
6 the Boys’ Brigade and
Girls' Brigade held their
annual Enrolment
Parade. Rev Ralph
Rogerson led the ser-
vice, and some of the
boys and girls took part.
Catherine Hackman and
Anne-Marie Robinson
sang two songsand Dawn
Ault sang to her guitar.

The Gift Day and
Church Anniversary was
held on November 26-27,
and a Gift Day total of
£1,234 was realised. Rev
John Stephens and his
wife Margaret, were the
guests of honour.

Entertainment was given
by “Methodist Rhythm",
the steel band from West
Reading Methodist
Church, David and
Catherin Munns took
part from Caversham
Heights Methodist
Church, “New Light”
from Caversham Baptist
Free Church and our
own ‘‘Ambassadors’.
The Sunday services
were conducted by Rev
Patricia Herriot-Ing and
Rev Ralph Rogerson.
During the evening ser-
vice Miss Ellen Landells
and Mr Austin Rogers
were received into the
membership of the
Methodist Church.

ST JOHN’S NOTES

THE AUTUMN
Bazaar is St John’s big
fund raising effort for
the church overseas.
It has been happening
since the last century
— how has it gone on
so long? Well, the stall
holders hardly have
one bazaar over,
before they begin to
Elan, contrive, hoard,
elp each other, and
get help from their
friends and neigh-
bours, for the next.

All this work meant
that Caversham Hall was
filled with stalls, and the
stalls were filled with a
eolourful display of bar-
gains. Many of those bar-
gains were home made
and showed what a vari-
ety of skills had been
used in this stewardship
of talents.

There were
“moments” of course.
The lucky number first
prize, a box of groceries,
was rapidly unpacked,
priced and set out on the
grocery stall! It took
much longer to collect it

up, ‘“‘unprice” it, and
pack the box again. At
one moment there was
the possibility that
people might be able to
“guess the name” of two
dolls. The Guides, very
gracefully, withdrew
theirs. (The survivor was
a picture, dressed in left
over scraps from some-
one’s wedding dress). An
unidentifiable objeect
was given to the White
Elephant stall. Sugges-
tions varied from table

lighter to a bit of gra-
mophone. It is still
unidentified! Alan Wil-
son showed his abilities
as an auctioneer, and
raised £20 on a TV set
given to be sold.

The total raised in the
afternoon was £420, and
it goes, with prayers, to
help children in Puna, in
India, and sick and
injured people in iso-
lated Montongone in
Lesotho.

Nr Readin,

STITCHIN’ TIME

1 Church Road Caversham,

Berkshire

Tel Reading 478106

Dress making fabrics by Liberty of London, Dormeuil,
Landau, Sekers Haberdashery
Patterns by Vogue, Butterick and Burda

SALE STARTS

Tuesday, January 3, 1984
Reductions on all fabrics
Open 9-5 Monday to Saturday

8260
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THE CHURCHES ‘

ST PETER'S NEWS  THE REV. ALBERT
MOLINEAUX

OUR NEW rector might well have been
forgiven for wondering what kind of church
he’d joined when he and his family turned up
at a party in the garden of Ken and Doreen
Bennett’s on November 4; mysterious dark
figures cavorted around a bonfire, no doubt
muttering incantations, while others set fire to
a grand display of pyrotechnics which seemed
to be never-ending,

Wisely the new subscribers.
organisers had Finally, our con-
roped off the area dolences to the

edition.

FEEDING THE
MINDS

DID YOU know that
the government of
Czechoslovakia had
given permission for
Stanislav Svec to visit
this country to talk
about his work?
Hardly banner head-
line news and perhaps
you may not have
heard of Stanislav Svec
either. You are not
alone for it was only
when he arrived at the
Baptist Church in
Caversham recently
that many others first
came to know him.

Stanislav Svec is a
Baptist Minister in
Czechoslovakia and is
secretary of the Czech
Baptist Union. His
main concern is for
the lay training and
theological education
of his fellow country-
men and women. No
mean task behind the
Iron Curtain as the
congregation on a
recent Sunday morn-
ing came to learn.
Ostensibly he is free
to do as he wishes but
it was obvious to all
that he is hedged
around with many
constraints. He
recently had to obtain
his government’s per-
mission to import
£1,500 worth of
theological books, a
giff from EUROLIT,
the literature pro-
gramme for Eastern
Europe supported by

the churches of Bri-
tain through FEED
THE MINDS — and
this was perhaps the
least of his problems.

At the Service Mr
Svec was welcomed in
his native tongue by
Mr Alan Sanders and
he responded bril-
liantly in English
much to the relief of
all present. Mr Svec
gave a short Address
in which he stressed
that the work of the
Christian Church, not
only in his country but
throughout the world,
was entirely depen-
dant on individuals
getting-up and get-
ting-on with the many
tasks crying to be
done in Christ's name
— faith without the
accompanying action
was of little avail. Mr
Svec also entered
with great enthusiasm
into a spontaneous
dialogue with the con-
gregation in which
pertinent questions
were put to him. In
this respect the most
poignant remark was

that youn% people of
Christian background
seeking jobs or

further education
started with a handi-
cap relative to their
communist counter-
parts. Yes, Mr Svec
gave much food for
thought and prayer,
his hearers sat in rart
silence and one could

M Lifeline Christian Rock Group — (Left to right) Steve, Hilary, Peter, Nickie, Charlie and Robin —
who, with the Rema group, gave a concert at Caversham Baptist Church featured in last month's
Peter Sear

Whilst Mr Svec may
have arrived as a little
known entity from
some far away place
he left having made a
profound impression
and will ever have a
place in the hearts
and minds of Baptists
in Caversham.

CELEBRATION ’83

It has for sometime
past been part of the
Baptist Church’s out-
reach to offer friend-
ship in Christ’'s name
to those who have
transgressed the Law
and, as a result, have
found their way to
‘“The Chalet”, the
Langley House Trust’s
home for discharged
prisoners in Reading.
The Langley House
Trust recently cele-
brated the Silver
Anniversary of its
founding and concur-
rently the twenty-first
anniversary of the
opening of ‘“‘The
Chalet”. To mark the
occasion a Service of
Praise attended by
officials of the Trust,
by those in their care
and a goodly gather-
ing of Church Mem-
bers and friends was
held in the Baptist
Church. During the
Service, in which
‘““‘New Light”, the
Church’'s Young
People's Singing
Group took a promin-
ent part, an address

have heard a pin drop.

MELJON

EXTENSIONS —

ALTERATIONS

HOUSE REPAIRS
DECORATING

READING 475253 or GORING
873040

70a Oakley Road, Caversham

was given by Mr A.
Richards, General
Secretary of Langley
House Trust, and this
was followed by a
“down-to-earth” testi-
mony by Mr Tony
Ralls, himself a dis-
charged prisoner who
had come to learn of
Christ's savini (girace
and now worked for
the Trust. The pro-
ceedings concluded
with afternoon tea
served by a band of
ladies of the Church
under the leadership
of Mrs Vera Fletcher.

and the 100 odd
people who turned
up could enjoy
themselves without
wondering whether
little John or young
Mary was going up
in smoke some-
where. Meanwhile
an . excellent repast
of hot soup, baked
potatoes, hot dogs
and so on, was being
served at the other
end of the garden.
All honours to
Charles and Marion
Croft, John and
Kathleen Hardy for
their hard work and
to Ken and Doreen
who, no doubt, had
the job of cleaning
up the garden the
next day. It was a
grand evening!

The next meeting
point will be the
Nativity Play on
December 18,
4.30pm and 6.30pm
in St Peter’s Church.
And on January 7
there will be a grand
panto party at
Queen Anne’s
School (Tickets from
church wardens and
sidesmen, £1.50 for
adults and £1 for
children), mainly for
the purpose of
welcoming our new
Rector and his
family.

And if you've got
difficulties with get-
ting there, do ring
the Bennetts
(473096).

After many years
of organising the
distribution of the
ODM throughout
the parish, Peter
South has handed
over these duties to
Peter Fry of Pep-
pard Road, also a
member of St
Peter’s. He'll be glad
to take orders from

young lady in the
choir who managed
to shed a tooth in
the middle of the
Advent Service; for
her benefit and that
of the rest of the
choir, this is not an
obligatory part of
the Advent ritual
and is not recom-
mended unless abso-
lutely necessary.

SIR RICKMAN
GODLEE
FUND

The Trustees of the
SIR RICKMAN
GODLEE FUND
would like to draw
attention to the pro-
visions of this local
charity. “To relieve
in cases of need per-
sons resident in the
Parishes of Whit-
church, Whit-
church Hill and
Mapledurham, who
are sick, convales-
cent, disabled,
handicapped or
infirm."”
They would be glad
to hear of anyone
who could benefit
within the limited
funds at their dispo-
sal. Please contact
the secretary — Mrs
B. Hives, 1 Palmers
Cottages, Whit-
church Hill.

26280

Photo: Walton Adams

THE REV Albert Molineaux of 15 Blenheim
Road, Caversham will be leaving this area in
January to take up a new appointment as
Minister to Totteridge Union Church in North
London. He has been the Minister to the URC
Broad Street Church (formerly Congregatio-
nal) for seventeen years. Although his Church
is not in Caversham, many of his “flock” over
the years have worshipped at Broad Street
and journeyed from Caversham and he is well
respected both sides of the river

He is an officer of the URC District Council
and at other times he has been President of
Reading Free Church Federal Council and
the Chairman of Reading Council of Churches,
both of which organisations he has served
loyally and faithfully. He has been Free
Church Chaplain to Battle and Prospect Park
Hospitals for about twelve years, and his
devoted service to a vast number of patients
will be recalled with gratitude by those to
whom he ministered in their hours of need.

We thank him warmly for his Christian
witness and service in this area and ask God’s
blessing on his new sphere of activity, as we
do for his wife who has also served the
community in many capacities.

C. E. Buck

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or just old
or unusual? Do you want to be sure you get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and sells
antiques in the area. She depends on her reputation for
fair and honest prices. = IR

Give her aring. There is no charge and no obligation

ALSO...

Valuations for insurance and probate
Furniture restored, repaired and re-upholstered
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FAREWELL TO
ERIC AND GWEN
BEALE

ON NOVEMBER 21 Dr
and Mrs Beale left
Emmer Green to live
near their daughter
and their son and his
family in Gloucester-
shire. They will be
greatly missed by their
many friends who,
over the years, have
come to love and
respect them all for

their kindness and

_truly Christian outlook

in caring for all with
whom they came into
contact. The Caver-
sham Bridge Scheme
in Emmer Green
undoubtedly owes its
success to Dr Beale's
hard work and dedica-
tion as the first area
organiser.

Dr Beale came to Caversham in 1925 and
joined the Priory Avenue practice, where he
remained until 1958. Again he earned high
esteem for his dedication to his patients and
their needs. He was always willing to give that
little extra of himself for the support and
encouragement of those in his care. Mrs Beale
was a constant help throughout this time.

During these years the love of music pro-
vided relaxation and inspiration in their
leisure hours. They sang in a madrigal group
and Dr Beale was a member of St Barnabas’
choir. He also played the organ in the absence
of the regular organist. He served on the
Parochial Church Council, was a district war-
den, and later a parish warden. Mrs Beale was
an active church member, serving coffee after
services on Sunday mornings, holding a stall
at the Christmas Fair and arranging other

NEW
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FOR HELPFUL
FRIENDLY SERVICE AND
AUTO ELECTRIC REPAIRS

Reading 472175
Lo D SR s

TO CAVERSHAM

LEADING SUPPLIERS OF. ..
ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS 9@%&10“

MON/TUE 8.45.6.00
. THUR/FRI 8.45.6.00
OPEN: \WED/SAT 8.45.5.30

SUNDAY 9.30-12.00

AUTO ELECTRIC &
MOTOR COMPONENTS

49 DONKIN HILL
CAVERSHAM, READING
BERKSHIRE RG4 0DG
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social functions, including that of the Lenten
groups held in her home. For many years she
visited Springfield St Luke to serve tea and
was greatly loved by the ladies for her bright
and cheerful as)proach.

Everyone will wish Dr and Mrs Beale great
happiness in their new surroundings. May
God’s blessing be with them. o

.R.

MISSION TO
SUBURBIA

WE ARE all called to
mission, and although
this may have a narrow
meaning to some, the

majority probably feel
that it also has to do
with how we live our
lives, what we bring to

worship, and what
theological tensions

G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs
throughout Southern England

Formation of complete forests

Care and maintenance of trees a speciality

Careful, tidy work

we experience in our
daily lives. These are
some of the subjects to
be dealt with at the
course at the Luton
Industrial College from
March 9 (at 8.30pm) to
March 11 (at 2.30pm).
We will also be looking
at mission to today's
world and discussing
the priorities in a sub-
urban church. These
issues are all of con-
siderable interest to
the churches in Caver-
sham and anyone
attending College will

Professional members Institute of Foresters of Great Britain

find it both stimulating

27 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham, Reading
Telephone 471124

and challenging.
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There are still a few
places available on this

residential course and

the fee, including full

1

i SHAFTESBURY ROAD
| READING

g BERKS
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NATIONWIDE DISTRIBUTION OF COMPUTERS AND
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT : ONE PARCEL TO A FULL LOAD

Viove Transport

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE RATES
FULLY INSURED FOR ALL LOADS
Personal belongings delivered anywhere in UK

COMPUTER TAIL LIFT

Telephone (0734) 599626

board, is £20. An arti-
cle on the College
appeared in the Caver-
sham Bridge in June.
There i% already a party
of 12 from Caversham
and about nine
theological students on
the course. Anyone
interested is invited to

VEHICLES call John Frew on

STORAGE AND 472140 or the College
DISTRIBUTION on 0582 29374.

i o i John Frew

‘trained workers, who

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JANUARY 1984

e

W Eric and Gwen Beale with their farewell present from St Barnabas’ Church, a copy of William
Havell's early 19th-century engraving of Caversham Bridge viewed from St Peter's Hill.

— PETER SEAR

THE LINK GROUP

WHEN THE Link appreciated and
Group met at the Rec- enjoyed by all who
tory on November 28 take part. A Christmas
it was obvious that the party is planned for
speaker, Mrs Audrey December7.
Roach, had aroused
the deep concern of =)
everyone present by DD

Plans for the

her comprehensive
survey of the work of 5

Reading Mencap. Ecumenical lunch, to
From small begin- be held on January 21
nings the facilities in the Baptist Centre
offered had expanded were discussed, and
considerably, working arrangements made
in conjunction with for a Carol Singing

group to make merry
with the elderly of
Caversham on Decem-
ber 22. Plans for toy
distribution before
Christmas were also

made.

Thanks were
expressed to the hos-
tess Mrs Angela

Kingsbury. The Link
Group has members of
many denominations,
and new active mem-
bers are always
welcome.

the statutory services

such as Brookfields,
Addington, and
Bishopswood Schools,
so that Reading must
surely be one of the
areas best catered for|
in the country.

g
a0

Parents of mentally
handicapped children
are given help and
support from the
moment, as soon after
birth as possible,
when the problem is

(" D.H. WATTS )

228 GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
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-YOUR LOCAL GROCER

Why not call and see our large stock of
Grocery, Fruit and Greengrocery?
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TELEPHONE READING 4717

31

diagnosed, and this
can continue for the
rest of life when|X
necessary. Mrs Roach

stressed that the main
aim is to enable every
child to develop into
an adult who can lead
as independent a life
as possible. To pro-
vide all these facili-
ties requires a con-
siderable number of
dedicated, fully

—

AL AT XL AAAXALALALAN

in return rely on the
help of voluntary
workers. Special
interest was shown by
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JORDAN BROS

PLUMBING AND
CENTRAL HEATING

36 Harrogate Road
Caversham, Reading

Telephone Reading 473667 or 862266
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the members present
in our local hostel,

CAVERSHAM CARS

Heathcroft, which

provides short-term . g :

care for children, Luxury wedding cars. Airports, etc. Mercedes
c}u.wf/eur-dri\'en Distance no object

offering much-needed
relief to their parents.

The meeting voted
to send a gift to Brook-

Lowest rates for Reading area

Phone: Evenings Reading 470690 s

fields School, which

some members had
visited, as a contribu-
tion towards their
swimming pool. In the
business meeting
which followed it was
decided to make
donations to Mencap
to help with a Christ-
mas Party, also to the
NSPCC and to REAP
which cares for the
homeless.

What has come to be
known as the “Link
Group tea parties” is a
venture which con-
tinues to be much

PHOTOGRAPHERS

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING

Walton Adams .
& Son Limited

Telephone Reading 477904 #
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

AT HOME

PASSPORT

Sovevo S "aaan oy
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THE SOGIETY OF
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ST JOHN THE
EVANGELIST OXFORD

By Brian Woolgar (Lay Oblate) SSJE

MANY PEOPLE have questioned me as to what this Society is
now doing in this age of change. For those who do not know, it
was founded in Oxford in 1866 when three men under the
leadership of the Revd Richard Meux Benson took the tra-
ditional religious vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, thus
becoming the first religious community to be established in
the Church of England since the Reformation.

The primary emph-
asis in the life has
been on prayer and on
the orientation of the
whole life towards
God; it is still the

rimary aim while
acing the different
conditions and fresh
demands of a rapidly
changing world. No
longer does the Eng-
lish Congregation of
the Society have work
overseas, and the
original buildings at
Oxford have been
transferred to St

Stephen’s House
Theological College.
It now has four cen-
tres in England: Lon-
don, Leicester, Oxford
and Haywards Heath.

These four houses,
each in its own way,
are meant to be cen-
tres of prayer and
community where
people of all ages and
various backgrounds
may find help in their
spiritual search and
in their everyday
lives.

1. St Edward’s
House, Westminster —
close to Westminster
Abbey, was built for
the Society in 1905 to
be a house witnessing
to the ordered reli-
gious life in the heart
of the metropolis. It
has been a centre for
retreats, and it now
houses the central lib-
rary of the Society. It
has been modernised
and brought up to
date; there is a beauti-
ful and spacious
chapel open to the

STAN ELDON SPORTS

FOR YOURBACKTO
SCHOOL WEAR

LARGE SELECTION OF

Football boots (screw-ins
and moulded), hockey
boots, rugby jerseys,
football jerseys, shorts,
socks, skirts, blouses,

tracksuits, sweatshirts

STOCKIST OF ALL
HIGHDOWN KIT
AND MANY OTHER SCHOOLS

STAN ELDON SPORTS

ST MARTINS CENTRE, CAVERSHAM
Telephone: READING 473588
BARCLAYCARD AND ACGESS WELCOME

street, which is
appreciated by many
people as a place for
prayer (away from the
great Abbey complex).
In recent years it has
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Photograph submitted by John Madeley

become a centre of
fellowship and recon-
ciliation as well as of
prayer, and groups
and individuals from
a wide spectrum of
society “find their”
way here. Also on dis-
play in the house one
can find paintings
done by artists which
are hung on the walls.
Inquiries should be
addressed to the Prior
or Guest-master 22
Great College Street,
London SW1P 3QA.

HIN
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2. St John's House,
Leicester — residing
in a delightful house
with its pleasant gar-
den, as in all the
houses, the function is
“to be” rather than *‘to
do”. Nevertheless the
Fathers resident are
available for the work
of retreats, quiet days,
spiritual counselling
ete, particularly in the
Leicester diocese.
They aim to be a
close-knit, religious
family but open to all
who seek their help
and friendship.
Inquiries to Father-
in-charge, 2 Woodland
Avenue, Leicester
LE2 3HG.

oo
ad

3. SSJE Priory,
Oxford — The Society
still maintains a cen-
tre in Oxford, not far
from the old Mother
house. The work here
is pastoral with indi-
viduals as well as with
Anglican convents in
Oxford and else-
where. The garage of
the house has been
transformed into a

| most beautiful chapel

which helps to make
the house a real cen-
tre for the prayerful
contemplative life.

Inquiries to the
Father-in-charge, 228
Iffley Road, Oxford
0X4 1SE.

4. The Anchorhold,
Haywards Heath —
This house is in many
ways different from
the others in that two
or three members of
the Society are resi-
dent while the rest
are not under the
commitment of reli-
gious vows. A particu-
lar feature is experi-
ment in “meditation
in movement”, making
use of bodily move-
ments in the service of
contemplative prayer.
This is a house of
exploration into con-
templative prayer and
community life with
manual work such as
pottery, carpentry,
gardening and weav-
ing. A particular con-
cern is to seek a real
understanding of the
treasures which India
has to contribute to
the spiritual life,
while maintaining a
firm hold on the faith
and discipline of the
Church of England.

Inquiries again
should be to the
Father-in-charge,
Paddockhall Road,
Haywards Heath, Sus-
sex RH16 1HH.

In addition to the
houses mentioned
above, there are self

The sold sign will
be seen on your house so
much quicker when you
sell your house through the
National Homes Network's
1,300 offices nationwide
...and at no addifional cost whatsoever.
Come ond falk o the professionals foday at the following
branches :

Scotchbrooks

Estate Agents Surveyors Auctioneers

29 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP

Telephone (0734) 585181

7 The Triangle, Tilehurst, Reading RG3 4RN
Telephone (0734) 22128

42 Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AU
Telephone (0734) 478278

64 Wood Lane, Sonning Common, Oxon RG4 9SL
Telephone (0734) 723737

38 Headley Road, Woodley, Reading RG5 4JA
Telephone (0734) 695767

governing communi-
ties of the Society in
the USA and Canada
observing the same
rule, and the three
communities are
bound together by a
Central Council.

Associated with the
Society is a consider-
able body of friends.
This association pro-
vides valuable practi-
cal help by way of
prayer and service,
and helps to extend a
knowledge of the reli-
gious life. If you wish
to know more write to
the Father Superior
St Edward’s House, 22
Great College Street,
London SW1P 3QA.

I hope that this will
help to answer some
of your questions.

BATTERIES AT LOW PRICES

From your local battery specialist

(EASY PARKING)

JIM WHALLEY BATTERIES

We always have in stock batteries to fit all
makes of cars and commercial vehicles —
also Motorcycles — Lawnmowers — Boats

free delivery and fitting service

61a GROVE ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Phone 479953 any time
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AT THE November
meeting the President,
Mrs Marjorie McCombe,
introduced two new
members.

The speaker was Mr
John Hunt, Manager of
the Reading Marks and
Spencer store and hus-
band of Dr Anne Hunt
the programme secret-
ary. John gave members
an interesting insight
into every aspect of the
store from ‘‘sell by"
dates on food to new dis-
play features, clothes,
%ifls, fresh flowers,
inishing with careers
opportunities for young-
sters and an invitation to
members to partake in a
private visit to the store
in the new year. The talk
was obviously well
received and resulted in
a barrage of questions.

By popular demand a
six week First Aid
course has been
arranged for January,
starting on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 24 at Mapledurham
Pavilion. It is to be taken
by Mr Cripps, who talked

to members earlier in
the year. A lace-making
course has been
arranged and starts on
February 6.

A Cookery Book has
been produced of mem-
bers' favourite recipes
and those used for the
moveable feast in Jan-
uary. This is now avail-
able price £1.

THE SPEAKER at the
November MeetinF held
in St Andrew's Hall, was
Commander Hall, who
told about the history
and work of the Trinity
House Lighthouse Ser-
vice. Originally it was
commissioned to look
after Beacons, Buoys and
Ballast. It was an excel-
lent talk with good

< o

slides.

Christmas parcels
were brought, which will
be given to Caversham
0ld People’s Luncheon
Club.

Mrs J. Ford gave a
lively report of the
Autumn Council Meeting
in Newbury when the

Caversham Community Association

THE CLUB met for a
skittle contest on the
November 7. A tasty
meal was served during
the evening. Prizes were
awarded to the winners,
Anne Wright and Colin
Dee. .

On November 14 Cyril
Kirby was welcomed to
the club again to show
some of his photographic
slides. This time he por-
trayed scenes of Zim-
babwe (formerly known
as Rhodesia) where he
spent a memorable holi-
day accompanied by his
wife Trixie. The mem-

bers enjoyed his excel-
lent photographs of
beautiful scenery and
the animals in the Wild
Life Reserve. Mr Kirby
completed his slide dis-
play with some striking
photographs of the Vic-
toria Falls on the Zam-
besi River.

At the meeting the
following week a “Mini"
Bazaar was held for the
members. Bargains were
sought on the White
Elephant and Fancy
Goods stalls, the Christ-
mas Stationery stall did
a brisk trade whilst the

more competitive mem-
bers tried their skill at
darts and other games.
Suzette and Antoinette
were guests and brought
a varied display of
cosmetics and perfum-
ery for the members
selection.

The November meet-
ings ended with a visit
from the Summerdown
Singers. Lionel Fowler
was the conductor and
the accompanying pian-
ist, Douglas Jones. The
choir gave a selection of
songs, including solo
items, in the first half of
the concert and then

Put yourself in

MILWARDS

SHOES

What could be more fitting ?

.|invited the audience to

ioin them in singing
some well known chor-
uses. The evening ended
with community carol
singing. Mrs M. Feast,
the Secretary, expressed
the members’ apprecia-
tion of the enjoyable
performance of the
choir.

HOW DOES one describe

|lan annual general meet-

ing in an interesting way
to the readers of a news-

LANDCARE

470391

Fence repairs

AUTUMN & WINTER
GARDENING SERVICE
Trees, Felling, Lopping, Pruning Hedge cutting
Turting  Clearance
QUOTATIONS WITHOUT OBLIGATION

5279
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paper? This can seem
specially difficult to
someone who was not
actually there! However
at the annual general
meeting of Reading
Caversham Heights
Townswomen’s Guild a
new committee was
introduced and was wel-
comed by the Secretary.

The previous year had
started with colourful Mr
Turk describing Swan
UpJJing, Later on there
had been a chance to
watch him at work along
the river bank. Mr Don
Clarke stepped in at a
moment’s notice with his

speaker was the Bishop
of Reading. He was very
amusing.

The President, Mrs J.
Fry, read two letters con-
nected with the Insti-
tute's interest in a
Kenyan schoolgirl. The
letter from this student,
Pauline, was parti-
cularly charming, thank-
ing members for helping
to pay her school fees.

ao
Rosehill Wi

MRS SEABY, Vice-presi-
dent opened the meet-
ing, welcoming three
visitors, and members.
Then followed the usual
business with news of
the “At Home Day” at
Mrs White's house in aid
of Mencap, also the
successful Jumble Sale
onOctober22.

The talk was given by
one of the Institute's own
members, Mrs Pam Rid-
ley, entitled “A journey
through China which
she and her husband
made in 1982. This was
illustrated by slides and
was most interesting, giv-
ing a clear picture of this
fascinating country.

The competition for a
Christmas table decora-
tion was won by Mrs Gill-
ings.

Caversham Heights
Townswomen’s Guild

travels in India. China
and Imperial Ethiopia
were the next two sub-
jects so there was plenty
of interest and variety.
At one memorable meet-
ing two speakers arrived,
but all ended ha{)pily
with a delightful talk on
some tapestry and fabric
pictures, whilst Rosalind
Renshaw from the “Eve-
ning Post” stayed to lis-
ten and came again in
August to throw much
interesting light on her
work as a journalist and
women'’s page editor. In
erfect summer weather

eautiful arrangements
of flowers and foliage
were made up by Mrs
Massie for members to
see. Captain Massie
finished the year with

TIMBER IN CAVERSHAM

SHEET
MATERIALS

ALSO

POSTS AND CAPS
AVAILABLE
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Nailed — not stapled

* Unique rigid capping rail

* Pressure treated by
Rentokil Celcure for life
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E. B. JOINERY
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CAVERSHAM, READING
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CHESTER STREET FREE CAR PARK

his talk on Concorde.

The group had not
managed to get around to
having another bazaar
after its big effort last
year, but the drama
group had acquired new
members. In Social Stu-
dies Mr Peter Stratton
talked on “Our local
Policeman'’ in
November.

There had been visits
to the Hexagon and else-
where, including one by
the social studies group
to Dorney Court near
Windsor in the spring,
and various tea or coffee
meetings. One is planned
in aid of an animal
sanctuary and members
were also looking for-
ward to a party before
Christmas.

Support has been

iven to the Kenneth

ore Memorial Fund
during the year; mem-
bers were informed
about a forthcoming
appeal from the NSPCC.

Meetings are held on
the third Thursday in the
month at 7.30pm in St
Andrew's Hall. The retir-
ing committee was
thanked by the Chair-
man, Mrs Denning, and

presented with gifts.
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The Caversham Afternoon
Townswomen'’s Guild

THE CAVERSHAM
Afternoon Towns-
women’'s Guild held
their November AGM at
Church House and wel-
comed a new member
Mrs Leach. The treas-
urer reported on the
recent Autumn Fayre
which raised nearly £200
and Mrs Livingstone the
returning officer wel-
comed the new Chair-
man Mrs Olive Wetheril

and her committee,
together with the secret-
ary Mrs Enid Mills and
treasurer Mrs Anne
Deanne who will con-
tinue for another year.
The programme for
1984 together with a
reminder that a birthday
cake would be cut at the
December meeting to
mark the formation of
the Guild 22 years ago,
ended the afternoon.

Caversham Ladies Club

THE November meeting
of the club was the
Autumn Fayre, with our
usual number of mem-
bers and some friends.
Tables of craft, nearly-
new, bric-a-brac and
cakes were well covered
and selling was brisk.
Tea and biscuits were
served during the after-

noon and the whole was
a great success.

At the end of the
month the club had its
Christmas lunch at a
local hotel. Very much
enjoyed by all, and many
thanks to the manager
who always makes us so
welcome

Blagrave Wi

AT THE November
meeting Mrs J. Price, the
President, welcomed a
neéw member and also
Mrs T. Richards JP the
County Chairman. Later
Mrs Richards, who has
sat on the Bench at
Reading Courts for many
years, gave a most
interesting and informa-
tive talk on her ““Life as a
Magistrate”. Questions

from the audience were
invited. The vote of
thanks was given on
behalf of the members
by Mrs Ford.

A large party of mem-
bers and friends spent a
very enjoyable afternoon
when they attended the
0Old Tyme Music Hall at
the Kenton Theatre,
Henley.
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'HAVE CASE — WILL TRAVEL

BILL WATERS, mana-
ger of Keith Bailey
Travel Agency — till
recently known as
Gangplank — shows a
very proper reticence
if asked for examples
of howlers perpe-
trated by customers. It
would not do, he says,
to run the risk of
somebody recognising
themselves if quoted,
however harmlessly,
in the “Bridge”. Bill,
in spite of his sense of
fun, takes his job very
seriously. Starting life
with British Rail, he
transferred to travel
agency work some 16
years ago and has
been in charge at
Caversham for some
time now.

Unlimited Service

The Caversham
office is fortunate to
have free parking

rates of exchange ete,
can obtain travellers’
cheques and currency
if given notice, and, of
course, one can buy
railway tickets there.
They can give advice
on all manner of sub-
jects, much of it
gained from their own
experience; they are
not afraid to pass on
recommendations and
are always pleased
when customers
return after a trip to
say how much they
appreciated any
particular travel firm.

It's probably not
always realised just
how seriously travel
agencies take their
staff training. Colleen
Chandler, for inst-
ance, who has been
with the firm for three
years, is currently tak-
ing a British Airways
course and is already
very knowledgeable
on the subject of
travel. But, she says,

ers, and it is able to
furnish details about
inoculations, visas,

the most important
thing is knowing
where to look for
information. Compu-
ters have, made the
whole thing easier
and bookings all over
the world can some-
times be made on the
spot.

Becky Walker, who
has been with the
travel industry since
1962 and comes from
India, worked with
airlines before com-
ing to the agency.

The fourth member
of the team is Matthew
Barrett who has been
with the agency since

June 1982 and is all
set for a career in the
travel business.

Some readers might
be interested in a pro-
motional evening to
be held this winter at
the Caversham Bridge
Hotel on February 15,
on cruising. It goes
without saying that
Bill and his col-
leagues will be
pleased to pass on
further details.

Future Planning

So whether you're
planning a business
trip, a short break or a
long holiday, even if
you're very vague

about the kind of holi-
day that would suit
you best, call on your
local travel agent and
discuss it with him. Of
course he will find it
easier if you know
exactly what you want
and when, but if
you're one of those
people who insist on
travelling “on August
34" or who wants to
book a trip to America
and refuses to give
further details about
destination, well at
least you won't be
reading about your
howler in the
“Bridge”!

PUFFINS RAMPANT!

By Rusticus

THE CAVERSHAM Players (“The Puffins”) romped glor-
iously through John Dole’s comedy ‘“Cat on the Fiddle”
with their latest presentation at St Andrew’s Hall. Pro-
ducer Reg Stannard had clearly encouraged his cast to go to
town. Without “going over the top” every performer played

CURTAINS PELMETS
FITTED CARPETS LOOSE COVERS

John Kitcher & Son Lid

Carpets cleaned on site

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

houses.

Farce is “boisterous
low comedy . . . absurd
sham”. The Puffins
were certainly
boisterous. With a
plot twisting credibil-
ity beyond reason, the
characters over-rode
critical qualms by
their sheer exuber-
ance in absurdity.
Purporting to repre-
sent a newly married
couple’s dilemma
involving an unex-
ected, ravishing Ita-
ian visitor (Yvonne
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]Coe), a coolly nutty

mother-in-law (Ber-
nice Milling) and a
diamond necklace
which came and went
like a yo-yo, the farce
offered the usual in-
gredients — three
locked in the bath-
room, mistaken iden-
tities in bed, flashes
of cami-knickers, a re-
appearing thief and a
happy outcome out of
all our afflictions.
(==

Principals Sheila
Hodson and Derek
Spears — the hapless

E. &R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clark (ret)

257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING

Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings

Panel beating, spraying, chassis
repairing
Accident and insurance work
undertaken

ccuple — had to play
it fairly straight.
Sheila's wide-eyed
feminine rage was
well sustained and
matched Derek’s “Oh
my God!” at every
twist in the plot. For

#ii| Derek Spears this was
#la magnificent tour de

force. Here was the
tousled haired young
hero grappling with
the inexplicable and
winning through with-
out knowing how or
why. A veritable
Beowulf in blue jeans,

BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS
Guildway Approved Builders
32 ARDLER ROAD, CAVERSHAM
READING, RG4 0AQ
Tel. Reading 473177 and 472881 |

from his first entry
with shirt tail flap-
ping, Derek portrayed
the unworldly hus-

} Iband with alarmingly

flamboyant ease.
Where he tended to
shout and flap, Ber-
nice Milling as
mother-in-law showed

HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LTD

D. PICKERSGILL
Typewriters — Adding Machines — Cash Registers

Repairs — Office Supplies and Stationery
12 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 473077
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masterly use of the
eloquent silence. Her
charm, wit and
exquisite timing made
hers an outstanding
performance.

The star of the show,
in every way, was
Yvonne Coe as the sul-

try Latin lady. While Costumes

negligees and night-
gowns slipped allur-
ingly, her accent and
intonation remained
constantly compell-
ing. One felt that she
enjoyed herself in this
role; the audience
certainly did! Yvonne
radiated an appeal at
once tastefully erotic
with a subtle hint of
sending herself up.
Even at the back of
the hall, we
responded to her
every sign and raised
eyebrow. An admir-
able foil to her, Anne
Bliss as Mrs
MacWhimble stood
rock-like, arms and
feather duster akimbo
— Coronation Street’s
answer to Mary White-
house, appalled and
intrigued by every
nuance of naughti-
ness. The cast sup-
ported their princi-
pals well. Ray Ham-
mond in particular
pleased with his but-
ton-down humour and
the ease with which
he moved around the
stage. His quiet voice
projected as bril-
liantly as the lime
green socks he wore
as a kind of running
joke in his roles of
taxi-driver, postman,
burglar, policeman.
The Puffins have a
budding Peter Sellers
in this man! Pat Bol-
ton as Mrs Bottle the
plumber's mate took
her lines by the scruff
of the neck, pulveris-
ing finer feelings with
the delicacy of a prop-
forward. As the sinis-

ter Cellini, Tom Chad- |

wick caused spinal
shivers and yet was
intimately lovable,
dragged off at the end
by two hilariously
English (sorry, Brit-
ish) bobbies, Rodney
Melhuish and Elwyn
Price. And Ken Ether-
ington as the curate?
What a cringing,
ineffectual creep! A
finely observed
performance — of
whom?

All round this was
an infectiously
successful comedy.
were

his or her part to give maximum delight to three full

unobtrusively clever,
the set and lighting
entirely approgriate
to the finest detail.
Reg Stannard is to be
congratulated on pro-
ducing such a winner.
The entire company,
on stage, back stage,
front of house, must
be applauded for con-
spiring to achieve the
hitherto impossible —
temporarily overcom-
ing this writer’s aver-
sion to farce and
actually making him
laugh!
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The Juhilee Club,
Mapledurham

ANOTHER YEAR has drawn to its close and
for the Jubilee Club it has produced some very
happy occasions. The lovely warm summer
was perfect for a visit to Wisley, a trip on the
Thames and tea in the garden at the homes of
Judy Maunder and Gladys Fowles. Indoor
meetings began again in September with a
very interesting afternoon spent in making
artificial flowers under the expert guidance of
Mrs Reed from Three Mile Cross. Her own
display of her handicraft was of a very high
standard. '

The two main fund raising efforts, a jumble
sale in September and an open afternoon
(with a few stalls) in October made the Club
well over two hundred pounds, a welcome
amount as funds were beginning to become a
little low. Now members look forward to the
New Year and a trip to the pantomime at
Windsor in January.

Visit Caversham’s exciting new
gift shop, situated less than 100
yards from Caversham Bridge and
close to 3 free car parks. Choose
from our extensive range

Pictures and picture framing —

cards and gift wrapping — china —

glass — silver and enamelled jewellery —
collectors thimbles and accessories —
Lymington glass mystiques —
photograph frames.

We offer a gift wrapping service and are
pleased to take Access or Barclaycard.

5 CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM
Telephone [0734] 471977

Associated Offices: London and Wokingham

London Office: 23 Berkeley Square, W1

PROPERTY IS OUR BUSINESS

‘SU

"JYOUR CAVERSHAM AGENTS FOR 50 YEARSk

Martin& Pole,John D-Wood

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS AND ESTATE

16 CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
TEL. READING 472877 and 477561

Also at Reading (Head Office), Earley, Pangbourne, Goring,
Henley, Mortimer, Thatcham and Newbury
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DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

AGENTS

LOCAL OFFICE
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ANGLICAN
St Peter's
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am PARISH COMMUNION
11.15am Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays)
11.15 Matins (2nd, 4th Sundays)
6.30pm Evensong
St John's
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am FAMILY EUCHARIST
11.00am Children’s Service (1st Sunday)
St Andrew's
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am FAMILY EUCHARIST
11.15am Holy Communion (not 3rd Sunday)
11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday)
6.30pm Evensong
St Barnabas’
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am FAMILY EUCHARIST
11.00am Service for Parents and Children (last Sunday)
4.00pm Evensong (2nd Sunday)
St Margaret's, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am PARISH COMMUNION
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
10.30am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service
(‘,HEZIBHAM PARK CHURCH (Caversham Park Primary
Sc

ool)
,11.00am FAMILY COMMUNION (1st and 3rd Sundays)
MORNING WORSHIP (2nd and 4th Sundays)

—SUNDAY SERVICES IN JANUARY—

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JANUARY 1984

-~ WE RECORD

BAPTISED
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL St Peter’s
11.00am Morning Service Ottober 30 — James Duncan
6.30pm Evening Service St Andrew’s
October 16 — Louise Kent
METHODIST St Barnabas
Caversham November 6 — Christopher Bolton

11.00am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service

Caversham Heights
11.00am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service

December 4 — Marty Ofonagoro, Christopher Hartley

Caversham Park
October 23 — Timothy Rains, Matthew Cadman
November 20 — Alan Jones,John Donegan

ROMAN CATHOLIC g}ﬁ!ﬁ{},}?“

nne's x

9.00am, 11,00am (also Saturdays 5.30pm) November 26 — Anthony Coombs and Sheila Bowley
Our Lady of Caversham St Margaret’s

830 and 10.30am, 5pm Mass
St Martin’s School
9.15am Mass

October 8 — Dawn Westall and John Ferguson
October 29— Stephen Hamer and Janet Gosling

St Peter's

Mapledurham House October 8 — Gary Everett and Susan McKenzie
6.00pm Mass (last Sunday) October 29— Michael Jukubiel and Kim Prime
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH RA

There is no URC in Caversham, The nearest is in ggﬁﬁw‘s LS

York Road over Caversham Bridge.
Morning worship 11am
Evening worship 6.30pm

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)

meet at the Friends' Meeting House in Church
Street (Reading) for worship at 10.45am. There are
classes for children at the same time

October 13 — Nancy Belfield-Smith
November 23 — Edith Tilley

St Barnabas

November 4 — Frederick Garner

St Peter’s .
October 7— Diana Littlewood

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local funeral director

Should you wish to telephone there is an
experienced member of our staff available 24
hours a day to offer advice

114-116 OXFORD ROAD,
READING
Telephone 52016 (day or night)

Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

The Rev Richard Kingsbury, The
Rectory, 20 Church Road. Tel:
471703.

The Rev Peter Sear, St Barnabas
House, 33 Grove Road.

Tel: 473095.

The Rev David Milling, St Andrew's
House, Harrogate Road. Tel: 472788.
The Rev Graham Lynch-Watson, 51
Galsworthy Drive.

Tel: 475152.

The Rev Derek Spears, 25 [lkley
Road. Tel: 472070.

The Rev Alan Wilson, StJohn’s
House, 9 South View Avenue. Tel:

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore
Drive. Tel: 478668.

METHODIST
The Rev Ralph Rogerson, 72
Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223.

UNITED REFORMED
The Rev Philip Lee-Bapty, 41
Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909.

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
The Rey Chris Justice, 119 Peppard
Road. Tel: 474529.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The
Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue.
Tel: 471787.

(For Caversham Park Village)
The Rev Cecil Keane, 18 Peppard
Road, Sonning Common.

Tel: Kidmore End 3418.

FUNERALS AND

D. W. MORRIS CREMATIONS

AREE] AB
Old carpets readapted, WALKE
vinyls, etc AND SONS LTD
Carpets, upholstery, 36 Eldon Road
cleaned on site or hire Reading, Berks
Maching Telephone:
FREE ESTIMATES Day: Reading 53630
64 Grove Hill Night: Reading 53763
Emmer Green, Reading and 61539
Telem 479280 Private Chapels of Rest

21195

JUBILEE
CLUB

AN AFTERNOON on
the river for the
Jubilee Club. Several
members remained
below deck to be out
of the stiff breeze and
near the teacups,
hence the empty

471814.
Chapels of Rest — Monumental Masonry
BAPTIST
A.H. WHITE
(NAFD,)
Fine Memorials in .
Marble, Stone and New Offices and Private
Granite Chapel
Restoration and all 15 BOULT STREET
other masonry READING
undertaken (Rear 11 The Grove
Telephone 54334
Late 63921
seats!
............ 90338
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COUNCIL

Reading and West Berkshire.

WEST BERKSHIRE
COMMUNITY HEALTH

The West Berkshire Community Heath Council represents the
public’s interest in Health Service affairs in Caversham,

& S

W Your
TOMALIN & SON
PET SHOP (NAFD)
CAVERSHAM ;‘r'g;fr’ #
Gee Gee Pets and
Aquaria 48 New Street
29 PROSPECT STREET Henley-on-Thames
Reading 472422
Late night Friday 6pm Telephone 3370
Algz:ﬂgygam\g;ﬂ DAY AND NIGHT
L.W.YEATES}(§_____
LIMITED A. F.JONES
Central Heating and
Plumbing MASTER
Complete systems MASONS
designed and installed Graft in'S:
by qualified engineers raftsmen In stone
BEDFORD RD
Star R
Zaversham #11  READING
Reading | Telephone
Tel. Reading 471016 53537

CAVERSHAM PARK |
HOUSE COMMUNIONS

i\ Wednesday at 10.30am

January 4 —5 Gifford Close (Paula Andrews)
January 11 — 6 Eynsford Close (Vera Wilson)
January 18 — 20 Osterley Drive (Pat Gray)

W.R. BOURTON & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

111 WATLINGTON STREET, READING

20236

j January 25— 18 Woods Road (Jean Latter) : 24-HOUR SERVICE
The twenty-four members of the Council are drawn from local February 1 — 1 Kelso Mews (Diana Etherington) el aed2> = 13038
authorities, voluntary organisations and other sections of the 7 .
community. They form an experienced independent group, ° °
representing your health care interests. - o e » Peter Shock ¢ G.J.BOXALL ¢
. ean your Carpets the Professional Wa o i .
Council meetings held regularly are open to the public and ¢ pandhire d PIUTORCOACHES o ng;g)erra‘?grd o
notes are put in the local press 131 Hemdean Road % ROAD o
The influence and effectiveness of the Council depends on the THE HYDROMIST VACUUM CLEANER Caversham, Reading || e ’“gf"‘fé’;fs‘;ﬁm o
weight of public opinion behind it. Views, ideas, proposals or Tel. Reading 473793 || 3 Tel. Reading 472181 o
complaints on any aspect of local health affairs — from from 91215 || ® d1106. @
individuals or from community or other groups — are bl L R o
welcome.
A SUPREMA CLEANERS  |[[” PAINTER |[D. HARRIS
The more views that come to hand the better the Council can AND o )
act on your behalf. 32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM DECORATOR Roofing and guttering
For further information, call or telephone our friendly staff Telephone 477713 SiBasslo sfjg"”{f,'j}g,,
John Stevens (Secretary), 10 Gun Street, Reading ) i 2 Ril READING
(behind Heelas) Telephone Reading 595678 Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt REALISTIC PRICES ng
being removed _ Tel. READING 631719

476556

1128 91197
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