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OUR DECEMBER edition marks the end of 
another turbulent year. Twelve months ago, we 
were looking back on the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic and hoping for a return to something 
more normal and the celebration of the Queen’s 
Jubilee. But our pages have reflected local impacts 
of the war in Ukraine, the drought, and the passing 
of Queen Elizabeth II, as well as celebrating our 
community.

This month we anticipate the Christmas season 
with the many events planned in December (see 

above), and Christmas services in our churches 
(p4). Our Eco-Tip aims to help us to have a greener 
Christmas and reduce waste (p9). Local artists 
feature in our Creative Caversham article on Li-
Sheng Cheng, who, with Matthew Hitch, has been 
organizing the Christmas Gala at St Andrew’s 
Church Hall since 2010 (p12). Our colourful Local 
Scene painting from Janina Maher is of the popular 
Alto Lounge on Church Street (p13).

Even as winter closes in, there are still things 
for gardeners to be thinking about, and Louise 
Hampden and Les Cooper both have ideas about 
planting for the future in our gardens (p10). We also 
report on the success of Caversham Court Gardens 
and the Henley Road Cemetery in two national 

award schemes, run by the Royal Horticultural 
Society and The Green Flag Awards (p9).

Two local schools appear in this edition, with new 
play facilities at St Martin’s Primary in Caversham 
Park Village (p8), and two Outstanding Ofsted 
reports for Caversham Nursery in Amersham 
Road (p11). Animals link our regular item from 
Happy Wanderer, who has been inspired by a 
murmuration of starlings (p7), and our Wellbeing 
article which considers the benefits of pets (p15).

The Caversham Bridge is your trusted local 
paper, produced by and for local people. Do 
contact us if you have any comments, news to 
share, or events planned which we can publicise. 
Write to us at editors@cavershambridge.org

Things to celebrate 
as this year closes

Plenty on offer in the run-up to Christmas

By The Editors

By Phil Chatfield

DECEMBER IS always a busy time in the run-up to Christmas. 
A wide variety of events are planned this month, including 
the traditional Advent and Christmas services in our churches 
(see page 4).

Tree Week runs from 27 November to 5 December, and 
The Friends of Clayfield Copse invite you to a self-guided walk 
along The Ride, through part of the woodland they care for. 
This guide will tell you the stories of 14 different trees you will 
find there. See the wonderful autumn colours, particularly 
of the beech and service trees. Get to know the trees which 
support some of our rarest butterflies, and admire the 
persistence of the dying English Elm tree, fighting Dutch Elm 
Disease, but sending out a new shoot directly from its roots.

Come and find out more. Car park off Caversham Park 
Road, RG4 7AA, and a short walk across the football field, to 
The Ride, Clayfield Copse. Contact: 07740 7663409: Website: 
www.econetreading.org.uk and Facebook.

On Friday 2 December, there will be a late-night shopping 
evening in Caversham, full of fun, food and festivities. There 
will be local choirs in the Precinct, as well as stalls from 
Caversham Artisan & Farmers Market with gift ideas and 
freshly cooked food. The Baptist Church will host a craft 
market, and the Reverse Santa will be at Fourbears Books to 
collect gifts for children who might otherwise miss out on 
Christmas! There will also be a food bank collection which 
will accept non-perishable food and food for pets. www.
choosecaversham.co.uk for details.

The next day, Saturday 3, sees the annual Green Christmas 
Tree Day at Caversham Court Gardens (9:30 – 13:00), and the 
St Peter’s Church Christmas Market (see page 3 for more).

To end this busy weekend, St Andrew’s Church will be 
hosting the Caversham Gala on 4 December (details page 
12), and the Glass Ensemble, an amateur female chamber 
choir based in Berkshire, will be performing at Queen Anne’s 
School. Join them at 16:30 for a cosy afternoon of seasonal 
music, carol singing and festive refreshments. Tickets are 
£12.50 in advance/£15 on the door/under 18s £5 – all 
available via 0118 947 8097 or https://billetto.co.uk/e/
make-good-cheer-tickets-738074 There will be a retiring 
collection for charity.

The regular Artists and Makers Fair returns to Caversham 
Methodist Church on Gosbrook Road on Saturday 9 
December from 10:00 – 16:00 (see their advert on page 
4). Concerts in Caversham bring the weekend to a candlelit 
conclusion at St Andrew’s Church on Sunday 10 (see page 5 
for details).

And finally, on Christmas Eve, Nativity Live returns to the 
streets of Caversham starting from the Baptish Church at 
16:00 (see page 4).

For more details of events in our area, see our What’s On 
entries on page 6 or online at www.cavershambridge.org

Caversham Precinct�  photo Phil Chatfield

The reverse Santa and friend
photo A Forbes



ANGLICAN
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Ministry
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Rev’d Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Rd
Caversham RG4 7AD 
Tel: 0118 947 9505 rector@ctmparish.org.uk
Rev’d Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331 810
Rev’d Andy Storch Tel: 07365 555 905
Contact: admin@ctmparish.org.uk or 0118 996 8836
Correspondence address: Church House, 59 Church Street, 
Caversham RG4 8AX
Current services
St Peter’s Church – 
1st Sunday of the month:
8:00 BCP Holy Communion
9:30 Service of the Word with junior choir and potential for 
baptism
2nd and 4th Sundays 9:30 
Holy Communion using existing service booklets, with adult 
and junior choir and Sunday Club
3rd Sunday
9:30 Holy Communion in a new, shorter format with junior 
choir
18:30 Sung Choral Evensong. 
St John’s Church Gosbrook Road Sunday services
8:00 Online CTM Youtube channel (stays available to watch 
anytime)
9:30 1st and 3rd Sunday Holy Communion, 2nd All Age 
Worship, 4th Service of the Word
Sunday Club for children on 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays
St Margaret’s Church Mapledurham – 11:15
Wednesday – 09:30 – Zoom morning Prayer –  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/786384026

St Andrew 
Rev’d Nigel Jones, St Andrew’s Vicarage, Harrogate Road.
Tel: 0118 947 2788  www.standrewscaversham.org 

Current services
St Andrew’s weekly services are Sundays at 8:00 and 10:00. 
The 10:00 is also livestreamed on the St Andrew’s YouTube 
channel. Prayer Book Communion at 11.30 on the first 
Sunday of each month. More info on the parish website.
www.standrewscaversham.org/services 
Wednesday 8pm Compline (in church/vicarage) 

St Barnabas Emmer Green
David Howell (Churchwarden)
Email: churchwarden@saintbarnabas.org.uk

Current Services
1st, 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of the month at 9:30: 
Parish Communion
1st Sunday of the month at 11:30: All Age Service
3rd Sunday of the month at 9:30: Service of the Word
Every Wednesday at 10:30: Midweek Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(United Reformed Church)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston
Tel: 0118 947 5152 www.cavershamparkchurch.com
Current services
Sunday – 11:00 – Livestreaming on YouTube
Details on their web site at: https://cpvc.org.uk:5152/live-
stream

METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM 
Rev’d Martin Beukes, 72 Highmoor Rd. 
Tel: 0118 947 2223 https://cavhmc.org.uk 
Rev’d David Jenkins Tel: 0118 327 1592
Current services
Sunday – Caversham Heights Methodist Church, Highmoor 
Road – 10:30 – (also available on Zoom – email:
martin.beukes@methodist.org.uk for details) 
Sunday – Caversham Methodist Church, Gosbrook Road 
– 10:30

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor: Colin Baker
Church office Tel: 0118 954 5353
Email: secretary@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk
Current services
Sunday worship is at 10:30 each week
A link is placed later on Sundays at:
www.cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk
and on YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/user/CavershamBaptist where the 
recorded service is shown.

GRACE CHURCH 
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Pastor Keith Saynor 
Tel: 0118 947 4529  www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk

Current services 
See their web site for details:  
www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Revd Dr Garrick Wilson
Tel: 0118 946 3009

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne
Fr Joe McLoughlin, The Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue
Tel:  0118 947 1787 www.ourladyandstanne.org.uk 
Current services
See their web site for services at: 
www.ourladyandstanne.org.uk  

St Michael Sonning Common
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels, Sonning Common 
Tel: 0118 972 3418

Our churches are open with some restrictions in place. 
Most have a range of on-line services, house groups and 
social meetings, using Zoom and YouTube. For current 
information, see the websites for each church (on this 
page) or on the Churches Together in Caversham website: 
www.cavershamchurch.org

Local clergy and church services

Talking Point – 
by Andy Storch

Page 2		     www.cavershambridge.org		         For news items contact – editors@cavershambridge.org	                            CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, DECEMBER 2022

The Caversham Bridge is a community newspaper 
produced by Caversham Christian News Ltd

Future editions:
Contributions for the January 2023 issue should be 
submitted by 1 December and for the February 2023 
edition by 1 January. These should be e-mailed to: 
editors@cavershambridge.org 

Dates for advertising copy are 1 December for the 
January 2023 issue and 1 January for the February 
issue. These should be e-mailed to: 
advertising@cavershambridge.org  

Remembering what 
Christmas is about

‘CHRISTMAS COMES but once a year’ - yet it always 
seems to come around more quickly than expected, 
despite being the best-known date in the UK calendar!

So, no doubt as December arrives and moves 
towards our most-celebrated holiday (holy day), the 
Talking Point will be Christmas, despite many other 
worthy contenders for our attention. The turmoil in 
government, the continuing war in Ukraine, the sharp 
local rises and falls in diminishing Coronavirus cases, 
and the ever-present and darkening cloud of climate 
change that threatens the whole planet’s stability, will 
all be shelved as we try to prepare for Christmas. We 
will have less money in our pockets, we will need to be 
more creative, we may have to cut corners, and we will 
have our heating on low.

But it is good to be focused on this celebration, 
whatever the tumult in the world. Because, if we 
can look beyond the materialism and the familial 
expectations of Christmas, we can remember what 
it is all about: the simplest and yet most profound of 
stories. Over 2,000 years ago, our creator, God, took 
steps to save us from ourselves, and sent His only child 

into our world, to live a lifetime alongside us, and 
then to die in our place on the cross aged just 33.

There will be multiple opportunities in churches and 
other venues to hear that simple message, to sing it 
in our carols, and to spread it in our cards. But may 
I commend to you a special and visceral telling of 
the Christmas story? It speaks to adults and children 
alike, and will bring you back to what it is all about, 
on Christmas Eve this year. At 16:00 on Saturday 
24 December 2022, starting at Caversham Baptist 
Church, Nativity Live will begin with Mary and Joseph 
and a real donkey (or two). They will travel via the 
Clifton Arms, Westfield Park, South View Avenue, 
Ardler Road and then along Gosbrook Road to finish 
with a Nativity Tableau, and refreshments, in St Johns 
Church by 18:00. Along the route in the past (we have 
not staged the event since 2019), many Caversham 
residents, plus a variety of mostly appropriate 
animals, fall in with the procession and join in the 
carols, and it provides a most memorable reminder of 
the coming of the Christ-child. See page 4 for more 
details.

Revd Andy Storch



Subscribe to the 
Caversham Bridge

E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com
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At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal 
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Local Knowledge
Local People
Local Expertise

To have this paper delivered monthly 
email: subscriptions@cavershambridge.org 
giving your name and address. The annual 

subscription, including delivery in the Caversham 
area is £5.00. 

You can buy single copies from: 
NOODSkin in Church Street, Fourbears Books in 

Prospect Street, the True Food Community Co-Op 
in Grove Road, Emmer Green, opposite St Barnabas 

Church, the Milestone Café in Caversham Park 
Village and now from Sheabutter Cottage, 

118 Henley Road.

LAST MONTH we confirmed 
we would maintain the current 
price of £5 for 2023 Caversham 
Bridge subscriptions. We also 
encouraged you to pay your 
subscriptions by direct bank 
transfer if possible. A number 
of you have already done so – 
thank you. Details are repeated 
below for those who would like 
to use this option. Early payment 
is helpful, as we can then advise 
your deliverer you have paid 
your subscription.
You may also purchase a gift 
subscription for anyone in our 
area for just £5 – a small gift 
which will last throughout the 
year.

The details required for a 
direct payment are:
Bank account name: Caversham 
Christian News
Sort Code: 30-67-99
Account Number: 72808960
To identify the payment, please 
use a reference made up of your 
postcode and house number (or 
house name). For example, 59 
Church Street, Caversham, RG4 
8AX would be RG48AX59.
If you have any questions 
regarding your subscription, 
please email: 
subscriptions@cavershambridge.
org
We wish our readers a peaceful 
and safe Advent and Christmas.

A J JACKSON
yz

painting and decorating

l  interior and exterior
l  plastering (walls & ceilings)
l  plaster & damp repairs
l  artex skimming
l  tiling (walls & oors)
l  wallpapering
l  furniture spraying
l  20 years experience
l  quality workmanship
l  fully insured
l  free quotes and advice
l  references available

yz

*nvq qualied in carpentry 
e.g. wooden ooring,

door hanging, skirting, shelving etc.

Contact Andy

07419 367755
andyjj4@gmail.com

based in tilehurst

yz

Tel: 0118 963 9456

All Types of Roofing

The Caversham 
Bridge – 

subscriptions 
for 2023
by The Editors

 
 
 
 

A creative hub for pottery painting, classes and workshops - drawing, 
painting, clay modelling, glass fusing and more. Children’s art clubs, 

Birthday parties, Hen doo’s and Corporate functions. 
New: Pottery To Go boxes – allowing you to paint pottery at home. 

41 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB 
                   artjamstudio.co.uk  

Call: 0118 946 4417 

by Trish Marcouse

PLEASE JOIN us for the annual sale of Scots Pine Christmas 
trees at Caversham Court on Saturday 3 December from 
9:30-13:00. 

These trees are the by-product of heathland 
management on the Camberley Special Protection Areas. 
Lowland heath is a rare habitat in Europe, and most of it is 
here in the UK. The trees hold their leaves, smell beautiful, 
but are a more open structure than the standard Norway 
Spruce. We’ll also have holly, willow stars, and bundles of 
ornamental greenery for natural decorations in the house.

We’re joined by a range of charities selling 
environmentally friendly and ethical Christmas gifts. Local 
honey and beeswax candles from Reading Beekeepers; 

food and homes for garden birds and hedgehogs; 
beautifully turned wooden bowls and light-pulls by our 
local woodworker; and a Fair Trade stall offering a range of 
food and gifts from around the world. 

There is also the Christmas market in St Peter’s Church, 
which will have refreshments, including hot mulled fruit 
juice!

Our trees and decorations are very reasonably priced, 
but not all stallholders have card readers, so please bring 
some cash.

There is no parking at Caversham Court unless you are 
using the disabled parking bays. Please park elsewhere, 
walk in to make your purchases, and then bring your car in 
to load afterwards. We’ll have a crèche for storing trees, and 
a person to help load and separate cars from pedestrians.

Green Christmas 
Tree Sale at 
Caversham Court

Tree harvest                   photo D Rylands
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967 7033
arter-electrical.co
er-electrical.co.uk
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• Guttering Installations & Repairs • Roofing
• Fascias & Soffits • Painting & Decorating

• All Interior & Exterior maintenance 
• Pest Control Service

• Full Public Liability Insured • Police Checked

We welcome inspection of previous work

info@theabelgroupreading.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978 

for a free estimate

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES

THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

SERVICE, QUALITY AND BEST VALUE
FROM A PROFESSIONAL INDEPENDENT
FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS
SINCE 1826

READING               0118 957 3650
HENLEY                  01491 413434       

www.abwalker.co.uk
CAVERSHAM        0118 947 7007

01491 612810 
jonesandjacob.com

Jones and Jacob Ltd offer an easy way to sell your 
unwanted items. We can assist with everything from 

single items to a full house clearance.
We hold auctions on the second Wednesday of every 

month, selling silver, jewellery, collectors items, 
pictures and furniture.

12th February | 11th March

Probate and Insurance valuations

Simon has a wealth of knowledge and 
experience in providing valuations and as an 
auctioneer. He is happy to conduct valuations 
at your home or on site at our saleroom.

Simon Jones 
Director & Auctioneer

Jones and Jacob Ltd offer an easy way to sell your unwanted 
items.  We can assist with everything from single items to a full 

house clearance.

We hold auctions on the second Wednesday of every month, 
selling silver, jewellery, collectors’ items, pictures and furniture.

Next auctions 14th December - 11th January
Simon has a wealth of knowledge and experience in providing 

valuations and as an auctioneer.  He is happy to conduct 
valuations at your home or on site at our saleroom in Watlington.

PROBATE and INSURANCE VALUATIONS

tel: 01491 612810 
jonesandjacob.com
Ingham Lane, Watlington 
OX49 5EJ

Pastoral Installation order of service

AFTER A two-year Covid-enforced break, the much-loved re-enactment of the Christmas 
story along the streets of Caversham is back this year on Christmas Eve. Nativity Live is a joint 
production by three churches - Caversham Baptist, Gosbrook Road Methodist and St John’s, 
Church of England. Members from the different congregations take on the roles of Mary and 
Joseph, shepherds, angels and wise men, and we are all invited to travel with them to watch 
the drama unfold, and to sing carols along the way. As always, live animals will be part of the 
scene, donkeys, sheep and goats (and often a few dogs that join us along the way). The journey 
starts at Caversham Baptist Church at 16:00 and travels to the Clifton Arms (where there is 
no room at the inn) and on to Westfield Road Park (where astonished shepherds are greeted 
by angels declaring the Saviour’s birth). Passing Our Lady and St Anne’s Church, we reach 
Gosbrook Road Methodist Church (where we find wise men searching for the newborn king). 
Finally, we arrive at St John’s, where we all gather to celebrate the good news of Jesus’s birth. 

Everyone is welcome to join this event – see you there!

Nativity Live IS Back!    by Revd Penny Cuthbert

	 CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN CAVERSHAM
THIS YEAR Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, so the normal pattern of Sunday services may change. Several local churches will be 
holding carol services or a Christingle in the weeks before Christmas.

Our Lady and St Anne
Thursday 22	 19:30	 Carol Concert
Saturday 24	 21:00	 Mass of Christmas Night
Sunday 25	   9:00	 Mass of Christmas Dawn
Sunday 25	 11:00 	 Mass of Christmas Day

St Andrew
Sunday 18	 17:00	 Carols by Candlelight
Saturday 24	 15:00	 Nativity Service 
Saturday 24	 20:00	 Christmas Night Service (like Midnight 
			   Mass, but not so late!)
Sunday 25	 8:00	 Christmas Morning Said service 
Sunday 25	 10:00	 Christmas Morning All-Age Eucharist 
			   (Said service at 8am)
St Barnabas
Saturday 24	 23:30	 Midnight Mass
Sunday 25	 9:30	 Parish Communion

St John’s
Thursday 15	 19:30	 Candlelit Community Carol service
			   with traditional carols and readings 
			   and seasonal refreshments afterwards
Friday 16		  16:30 	 Christingle service, lots of fun with 
			   oranges and sweets
Saturday 24	 16:00	 Nativity Live starting at Caversham 	
			   Baptist ending at St John’s.
Saturday 24	 11:30	 Christmas Eve Midnight Communion 
Sunday 25	 9:30	 Christmas Day Family Celebration 
			   with Communion 

St Margaret                       
Sunday 11	 18:30	 Carol service     
Saturday 24	 16:00	 Christingle          
Saturday 24	 23:30	 Midnight Holy Communion service         
Sunday 25	 1:15	 Christmas Morning         

St Peter
Sunday 4		 18:30	 Advent Carols   
Sunday 18	 18:30	 Carol service     
Saturday 24	 5:00 & 	 Two Christingle services		
		  16:30   
Saturday 24	 23:30	 Midnight Holy Communion service
Sunday 25	 8:00	 Christmas Morning 
			   (Book of Common Prayer)
Sunday 25	 9:30	 Christmas Morning Festival Communion              

Caversham Baptist
Sunday 18	 10:30	 All Age Nativity worship
Sunday 18	 19:00	 Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 25	 10:30	 Christmas morning worship

Caversham Methodists
Sunday 11	 10:30	 Carol Service at Caversham Heights
			   followed by lunch
Sunday 25	 10:00	 Christmas Morning Worship

URC – Caversham Park Village
December 18	 11:00	  9 Lessons and Carols 
December 25	 10:00        Christmas Day Morning worship 
December 22      	 11:00        Christingle Service
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BOILER REPLACEMENT 
SPECIALIST

• All Gas Work Undertaken  •  Servicing
• Landlord Safety Certificates  •  Central Heating

Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to under-
perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state

of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158

for free quote

Building and Roofing SpecialistBuilding and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804

FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

For your bookshelf....
Welcome to ‘Fourbears Reviews’, where we briefly 
review a couple of chosen titles from our book 
shop ‘Fourbears Books’ in Caversham. It’s nearly 
Christmas. Do pop in and see Santa in the shop 
on 2 December at 17:00. It’s part of Caversham 
Traders’ Late Night Shopping. We also have Santa 
in the shop on 4 December at 11:00. It’s a reverse 
Santa, where we ask visitors to bring a book or 
toy, new or as new, for distribution by Reading 
Family Aid to less fortunate families, so their kids 
have something to open at Christmas.

AS IT’S CHRISTMAS, we wanted to look at two brilliant festive books for children.
I Definitely Don’t Like Winter by Fiona Barker is about two best friends - Hank and Hoog. 
Hank is annoyed as he doesn’t like winter one bit. Hoog absolutely loves winter. The 
book is beautifully illustrated by Christine Pyms. These two best friends learn to put 
their differences aside, despite not agreeing about Winter. This book is a lovely, sweet 
story and beautifully sums up how important friendship is, even when you don’t agree. 
It was also a perfect reminder to me of how lovely it can be getting warm and cosy in 
this colder weather.The other book I wanted to look at is also by Fiona Barker, illustrated 
this time by Pippa Curnick. The Big Christmas Bake takes the reader through the Twelfth 
Night Bake and all the special ingredients needed for the cake. The reader goes through 

by Alex Forbes

a slightly different twelve days of Christmas as the cake is made. We have four penguins 
delivering sugar and, on the fifth day, rabbits deliver 5 golden rings! There is also the 
dried bean hidden in the cake mix, with the lucky recipient being King or Queen for 
the day. The Big Christmas Bake is a lot of fun and would be a perfect read with a nice 
slice of cake. Eat carefully though, as you could bite into the Twelfth Night Bean and 
be King or Queen!

We wish everyone season greetings and warm wishes for however you spend this 
period, and all the best for 2023. We look forward to seeing you in the shop soon.

Congratulations to Alex and Claire on the safe arrival of their daughter Eliza in October – 
The Editors

Time for this bear to hibernate!                                                      photo A Forbes

Option C inc
Tel and
Website

Start your home care journey 
with Home Instead®  today.

www.homeinstead.co.uk/Reading
0118 909 9108

THE RECENT autumn concert series 
in Caversham ended in triumph 
with a packed hall at Queen 
Anne’s School for an evening of 

Handel, Bach and Mozart, performed by the 
Concerts in Caversham Chamber Orchestra. 
The orchestra was formed of some of 
London’s leading professional players, and 
featured the exciting young oboe soloist 
Ewan Millar, who performed Mozart’s Oboe 
Concerto.

The Grand Finale rounded up five very 
contrasting concerts, which showcased a 
wide range of musical genres, organized 
by Adrienne Black. “I loved them all, each 
one was so different,” Adrienne told us. 
“Fortunately, we managed to raise some 

Musical candlelit treat in store...

by Elestr Lee

sponsorship locally, and Queen Anne’s School was generous, which 
made Ewan Millar’s concert possible.”

Adrienne’s next venture will be her annual Christmas Concert by 
Candlelight, which takes place on Sunday 10 December, at 19:30, 
in St Andrew’s Church. The chamber orchestra and soloists will 
perform an uplifting programme of seasonally appropriate music, 
including Howard Blake’s The Snowman, beautiful Baroque concerti, 
as well as carols for the audience to join in. There will also be 
mulled wine and mince pies to enjoy during the interval.

The event is usually a sell-out so, to avoid disappointment, 
buy tickets either through the Concerts in Caversham website – 
www.concertsincaversham.co.uk - or from the Caversham Picture 
Framers and Art Gallery, in Church Road.

Ewan Miller with the Caversham Chamber 
Orchestra                photo Torbjorn Hultmark
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E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

•  Established Electrical Installation Company  
with an Excellent Reputation

•  Commercial and Domestic Installations

•  Specialists in Electrical Testing,  
Fault Diagnosis and Rectification

•  Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

•   Planned, Preventative and  
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

•  Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

Mobile ear wax removal 
Qualified audiologist 
HCPC registered
Lucinda Ellis
Tel. 07795 268866

CAVERSHAM WAITROSE is planning changes. In 
addition to 221289 for new signs around the shop and 
the car park, application 221300 applies for changes 
to the façade, loading area, car park, pedestrian 
walkways and trolley parking. 

The Reading Golf Club approval for outline planning 
consent did not include the detailed design of the 
houses. These ‘Reserved Matters’ are applied for in 
220930.  Application 220738 applied to discharge three 
of the list of conditions. The Council has approved the 
discharge for Archaeology, but not for Habitat or the 
Construction Method. In parallel to this, having made 
further detailed studies, Vistry has applied to make 
some changes to the agreed permission – 221312. 
CADRA met the Vistry team and raised issues on 
detailed design, safety issues on Kidmore End Road, 
and more effective local communication.

The Traffic Management Committee on 10 November 
will be held after this paper goes to press. The agenda 
includes two safety petitions for Caversham. Concerns 
have been raised for some years about the problems for 
pedestrians crossing the junction by the Last Crumb. A 
local resident conducted a survey, with support from 
MP Matt Rodda, reaching 1400 responses. Accidents 
by the access road to Caversham Lakes have long 
been a concern and this continues to be an issue, 
despite the refusal of planning permission for the 
leisure facilities. A petition was launched by another 
local resident and has attracted over 500 signatures in 
the first four weeks. CADRA has provided advice and 
support to both of the residents submitting petitions 
for improved safety provisions. A formal response from 
the Council on the two petitions will be given at the 
meeting, which will be available to view online. To find 
the link, search on www.reading.gov.uk for Democracy 
– Councillors & Committees – Calendar.

Planning update from Caversham and District 
Residents Association (CADRA), bringing you 
a summary of planning and transport matters 
affecting the RG4 area 

Caversham Library opening: 09:00 -17:00 Tuesday and Friday, 13:00 - 19:00 Thursday 
and 10:00 - 15:00 Saturday. Regular events such as Rhymetime are now being held again - 
see www.reading.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/all-libraries/caversham-library

Geo Café - Artists against homelessness, an ongoing and changing exhibition of art by local 
artists at Geo Café, Prospect Street. Sales support Launchpad Reading. Open daily except 
Tuesdays.

Mondays – Caversham Park Bridge Club – at the Milestone Centre, 19:15 for 19:30 start. 
Phone Lin 9477820 for further information. www.bridgewebs.com/cavershampark

Tuesdays – Babies and Toddlers – 10:00 -11:30 – Gosbrook Road Methodist Church – 
term time

Tuesdays – St John’s Baby and Toddler Group – 09:30 -11:00 in term time – Caversham 

Building our 
community

WHAT’S ON

Gill Madeley NAHort.
Garden Design & Maintenance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
t. 0118 947 1178    m. 07971 742 053

gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

• Garden Design
• Maintenance
• Seasonal Clearance

• Planting
• Advice

IF YOU have an event planned, please send details to editors@cavershambridge.org We 
need to receive these no later than the 10th of the month before the event for inclusion 
in the printed paper. Later submissions can be included in our online What’s On, which 
is updated regularly. To see what has been added check:  cavershambridge.org:5154/
local-info/whats-on

	
  Call	
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  Caversham	
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  for	
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  Servicing,	
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  946	
  3050	
  
e:	
  info@awcycles.co.uk	
  

Hall, St John’s Road - all welcome. 
See www.facebook.com/stjohnscaversham
Tuesdays – Rivarate Choir – 19:30 in term time - 
Caversham Heights Methodist Church, Highmoor Road. 
Enjoy singing together. For details see http://rivarate.com
Sundays – Farmer’s Market and Artisan Fair – 10:00 - 
15:00 Caversham precinct Church Hall, Emmer Green
www.facebook.com/CAFMarket 
Friday 2 December – Bereavement Café – monthly 
drop-in for the bereaved 14:00 – 15:30, St Barnabas 
Parish Centre, Emmer Green, RG4 8RA First Friday of the 
month.  All welcome. Contact Gillian Wilson 0118 947 
8772 for information.
Friday 2 December – Late night opening in Caversham 
– 17:30 – late, Caversham Traders Association. See 
Facebook for details @cafmarket and 
@choosecaversham
Saturday 3 December – Green Christmas Tree Sale – 
9:30 – 13:00, Econet – Caversham Court 
https://econetreading.org.uk
Sunday 4 December – Regular Monthly tasks at 
Clayfield Copse – 10:00 – 12:30 Friends of Clayfield 
Copse (ECONET) – Car Park at Caversham Park Road. 
One of a series of work parties which care for our open 
spaces. For the full programme, see 
https://econetreading.org.uk/programme
Sunday 4 December – Christmas Gala at St Andrew’s – 
14:00 – 18:00, St Andrew’s Hall, Albert Road, Caversham 
RG4 7AW www.cavershamartists.wordpress.com
Wednesday 7 December – An A Capella male voice 
quartet and the Chocolate Man visit Rosehill WI – 14:00 
St Barnabas Church Hall. 

Wednesday 7 December – The history of Magic by Keith 
Churcher – 20:00 at Caversham Heights Methodist Church 
Hall, Highmoor Road. The Caversham Heights Society. NB a 
bring and share party follows the talk.      
www.cavershamheights.org

Thursday 8 December – Christmas Mini-Market  – 14:00 
– 16:30 Mapledurham Playing Fields Pavilion. Warren and 
District Residents Association. 
https://wadra.org/christmas-mini-market-2022

Saturday 10 December – Artists & Makers Fair – 10:00-
16:00 – Caversham Methodist Hall, 272 Gosbrook Road. 
Local artists and craftspeople display their work for sale. 
Free entry. Phone Jean 07808 966928 for information. 
www.cavershamcrafts.co.uk

Saturday 10 December – Christmas Concert by 
Candlelight – 19:30 St Andrew’s Church, Albert Road, 
Caversham RG4 7AW - Concerts in Caversham 
www.concertsincaversham.co.uk

Wednesday 14 December – Brussel Sprouts to 
Tangerines: Christmas Fruit and Vegetable Stories with 
Jacqueline Aviolet – 19:45 Caversham Horticultural Society. 
Caversham Baptist Church opposite the Waitrose archway) 
Caversham RG4 8HY. £3.00 non members
Website www.caversham-horticultural.org.uk/events.htm

Thursday 15 December – Caversham WI meeting – 
19:30 at Church House (next to Waitrose). Every 3rd 
Thursday of the month. New members are welcome. 
Email: cavershamwi@berkshirewi.co.uk Secretary: Joy 
Kennedy on 07786 642424

Saturday 24 December – Nativity Live – 16:00 Start at 
Caversham Baptist Church



no sign of them. Perhaps it was just as 
well – had they stayed around for any 
length of time, the bridge would have 
been decidedly filthy.

The experience surprised me, since 
friends who feed the birds in their 
gardens tell me that years ago starlings 
were plentiful, 
and often the first 
visitors to the bird-
table after food 
was put out. They 
were aggressive 
towards other birds, 
and had no table 
manners, strewing 
the food around. 
Now, the situation 
has changed, and 
starlings are hardly 
ever seen on bird-
tables.

A glance at 
websites such of 
those of the Royal 
Society for the 
Protection of Birds 
and the British Trust for Ornithology 
confirms that numbers have declined 
greatly since the 1980s, though starlings 
are still fairly common and plentiful. 

Most of those we see are resident all 
year round, but some starlings from 
northern Europe are winter visitors 
to Great Britain, so that at least some 
of the birds I saw were probably the 
‘foreigners’ who were ‘just passing 
through’.

One minor matter concerning 
starlings puzzles me: what is a 
murmuration of starlings? These 
days, the word ‘murmuration’ always 

refers to a flock of the birds in flight, 
performing aerial acrobatics. The 
Oxford English Dictionary describes 
a ‘murmuration’ as the kind of sound 
made by people murmuring, and then 
says that it is also an ‘alleged term for a 
flock of starlings’. It quotes the phrase ‘a 

murmeracion of stares’, 
from a book entitled 
Hors, Shepe and Ghoos, 
published by William 
Caxton in 1479. The 
word ‘stares’ was the 
usual term for starlings 
from Anglo-Saxon 
times, but the dictionary 
compiler obviously 
has some doubts 
about this secondary 
meaning of the word 
‘murmuration’.

I would have thought 
that ‘murmuration’ 
originally meant the 
sounds made by a flock 
of perching starlings – 
ranging in pitch from a 

fairly deep bubbling sound to sibilants 
– rather like an audience at a concert in 
the Hexagon, waiting for the orchestra 
to appear!

RG9 R&A � 29www.roundandabout.co.uk

0118 967 7033
info@carter-electrical.co.uk

www.carter-electrical.co.uk

‘‘ ‘‘

Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

Carter Electrical

Installations

Who would ever have thought
that being an electrician would
have put you at the forefront
of modern innovative
technology? For many years,
being a sparky meant fuses,
wires, sockets and plugs but
now, and Jon Carter is
testament to this, the green
revolution has swept through
the industry and shows no
signs of abating. 
Jon Carter, along with his brother Matt and father Michael
run Carter Electrical Installations and, like his father before
him is extremely keen on maintaining his company's
reputation for excellence. The old fashioned notion of
brilliant customer service with a friendly face with an
affordable price tag holds true, but now, the firm can offer so
much more. The latest innovations in renewable energy such
as Photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps are being
embraced with gusto by the authorities. And by Carter
Electrical Installations. Jon has been awarded the MCS
accreditations that are needed to be able to install PV
systems in your home. If you use him, you can be absolutely
sure that all of the work will be done to the highest
standards and using the best possible equipment and PV
cells. While these systems are not cheap to install, they will
save you money and will lead to a return on your investment.
You pay now and get money back for the lifetime of the
system. And they are incredibly simple. With no moving
parts, they need minimal servicing and will enhance the
value of your home. It's like having your own private power
supply attached to your house. 

As well as this new age of renewable technology, Jon carter
and his team remain as skilled as ever at the traditional side
of things. As Jon says: “If it's got wires, we can fix it. And
that goes for wireless technology as well!” For a better look
at the company and how they can help you, visit
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

>> Carter Electrical
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Puzzle Corner

Answers on page 15

A CELEBRATION OF CAKES
Can you find 20 traditional cakes here?

The Challenge by Rachel
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Angel
Apple 
Babka
Bara Brith
Battenburg
Butterfly
Carrot
Christmas
Chocolate
Coffee

Date
Fruit
Genoa
Lemon Drizzle
Maderia
Simnel
Swiss Roll
Tealoaf
Victoria Sponge
Walnut

Happy Wanderer investigates: A MURMURATION 
OF STARLINGS

Sheet1

A celebration of cakes
Can you find 20 traditional cakes here?

A B X Z C H O C O L A T E M
N V A B C H R I S T M A S V
G B L T B B A R A B R I T H
E R H E T U N L A W T A J B
L M T C M E O X B M A P Y U
B A M V B O N H W A O P Y T
D M S G O B N B Y D J L F T
C A R R O T U D U E R E R E
L E E F F O C A R R Q Z U R
T E A L O A F C U I G Z I F
I M B A B K A W J A Z U T L
V Q S W I S S R O L L Z C Y
G E N O A F S I M N E L L E
V I C T O R I A S P O N G E

Angel Date
Apple Fruit
Babka Genoa
Bara Brith Lemon Drizzle
Battenburg Maderia
Butterfly Simnel
Carrot Swiss Roll
Christmas Tealoaf
Chocolate Victoria Sponge
Coffee Walnut
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Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

M. D. Howlett
architectural consultant
(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial 
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

IT WAS IN October of this year that I noticed 
them, just as the light was fading from the 
evening sky. I was returning home to Caversham 
approaching Christchurch Bridge and, as I got 
nearer, I heard a sound that was vaguely familiar. 
I’m not much of a birdwatcher, but I recognised 
it as the sound of starlings – a sound I hadn’t 
heard for many a long year.

Looking upwards, I saw the birds, a few 
hundred of them, perching on the cables from 
which the deck of the bridge is suspended. From 
time to time there was a little flurry as some of 
the birds took to the air and wheeled round and 
then returned to their perches, miraculously 
avoiding flying into one another. Unfortunately, 
it was coming on to rain, and I was walking 
with someone to whom none of this was of 
any interest, so I didn’t stay around to see what 
happened next. Did the birds roost on the bridge 
overnight? Returning to the scene a couple of 
days later at the same time of day, there was 
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Use code:
SHFREECAV

to get a free month

covering Caversham and surrounding areas

www.secureheat.co.uk        T:0118 327 4020 

SecureHeat has a 5⭐  reputation for offering a local, reliable, 
professional and responsive service. We’re so sure that you       
won’t be disappointed with our fully comprehensive plumbing, 
heating and drain cover that we will give you a free month          

when taking out an annual plan with us.

BRONZEBRONZE  SILVERSILVER GOLDGOLD

Annual boiler service

Call-outs: unlimited

Response Time: 12h

Materials: < £500

from £22pm

Annual boiler service

Call-outs: 5

Response Time: 24h

Materials: not included

from £14pm

Annual boiler service

Call-outs: unlimited

Response Time: 4h

Materials: < £1000

from £29pm
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by Francis Serjeant

IN THE 1830s, William Fox Talbot kick-started 
photography in England. Coincidentally, he has a 
Reading connection. In 1844 he opened his first 
commercial photographic studio in Baker Street, 
West Reading. Reading’s local publisher, Two 
Rivers Press, has recently published an account of 
this studio, which is well worth reading as a study 
into the pioneer years of photography.

Unsurprisingly, due initially to the cost of 
printing and equipment, this new technology 
was the sole preserve of wealthy amateurs. But, 
as the century progressed and new processes 
and cheaper equipment were developed, 
photographs became increasingly more common 
and affordable. Commercial photographic studios 
sprung up throughout the country to supply the 
increasing demand for individual and family 
portraits. The typical price for a photographic 
portrait, as illustrated, was six pence.

One such commercial photography studio was 
set up by Caversham resident Joseph Green who, 
according to Mary Kift’s Life in Old Caversham 
book, had been an upholsterer. She also mentions 
he had a side line as a coffin maker and undertaker 
for the village.

My introduction to Mr Green occurred with 
the discovery of an anonymous portrait of a 
young man, found within a stack of portrait 

photographs whilst mooching around a local 
shop, Dolly Rose Vintage, in North Street. As 
you can see from the reverse of the image, Mr 
Green was not reticent about publicity, as were 
all the other photographers in this collection of 
portraits.

Intrigued, I decided to chase up further 
information with a visit to the Local Studies 
section at Reading Central Library. Using local 
trade directories and the 1901 census, I found the 
following information about this photographic 
studio and the Green family. Joseph Green was 
about 25 years old when he set up his first studio 
in Bridge Street in 1876. Unfortunately, neither 
this card nor local directories list a building 
number for the Bridge Street years (1876-84). In 
an advertisement he placed in a local directory, 
he lists himself as a landscape, architectural and 
machine photographer, in addition to portraits.  
He adds ‘Copies of pictures may be had up to life 
size in oil colours. Negatives kept in stock’. With 
the late Victorian rise in popularity for sending 
postcards, he diversified into this area by using 
his stock images of local scenes.

In 1885, Joseph moved his studio around the 
corner to 4 Church Street, within the old building 
that is now The Spice Oven restaurant. In 1899, his 
son, Alfred Green, joined him, before taking over 
from his father in 1913. On closing the business 
in 1926, the studio was absorbed into the 
neighbouring premises of Baylis & Co, a grocer.

HOMEOPATH RSHOM
BIORESONANCE PRACTITIONER
WELEDA WELLBEING ADVISOR

Female problems, menopause relief,
Anxiety, depression, grief, digestive 

issues, food intolerance and allergy testing

www.lucyteixeira.com
07917 163112

by Hilary Smart

AN EXCITING new climbing 
frame has been installed at St 
Martin’s Catholic Primary School 
in Caversham Park Village, with the 
help of the school’s Parent and Staff 
Association (PSA), which raised 
£12,000 to cover the cost of the new 
equipment.

The play frame is targeted at 
the school’s older children, though 
it is designed for all the children 
to use. In previous years, the PSA 
has helped to revamp the separate 
play areas for the younger children, 
including the reception playground, 
which is pirate themed.

Zoë de la Pascua, co-chair of the 
PSA, said, “We are thrilled to put the 
money that’s been raised to such a 
significant and visible investment. 
The new equipment increases 
important skills of coordination 
and balance through their play and 
seeing the children’s excitement at 
their new playground has been such 
a joy.”

The school has a strong emphasis 
on keeping active as part of 
children’s wellbeing. On non-PE 
days the children do a Daily Mile 
together, where they walk or run 
for 15 minutes, and they spend time 
each week in the school’s woodland 
area.

The PSA runs events and 
fundraisers throughout the year, 
including social activities for parents 
and children (the Glow Jam Disco 
is always very popular). They are 
looking forward to bringing back 
their Advent Fayre on Saturday 26 
November after years of COVID-19 
restrictions.

Money raised by the PSA is used in 
a variety of ways, including ensuring 
the school library book collection is 
kept up to date.

Katherine Tilling is the 
headteacher at the school, which was 
rated Good in its Ofsted Inspection 
last year. She said, “We are grateful 
that our parents are so supportive 
and involved. We are a small school, 
and that sense of community is 
really important to us.”

A Caversham Photographic 
Family

In the frame

Enjoying the frame                                photo St Martin’s Primary School
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING paper comes in every design, size 
and thickness, and not all can go into the recycling container 
after the 25th. You don’t need to buy expensive ‘eco-
friendly’ wrapping paper to reduce your environmental 
impact. Simply avoid buying wrapping paper that is crinkly 
and shiny, or decorated with glitter (and whoever does the 
hoovering in your house will bless you for that change), 
and limit your use of glue or sticky tape when wrapping. 
The anti-glitter and plastic message goes for Christmas 
cards as well. Then cards and wrapping can both go into 
the recycling bin.

And if you’re a meany like I am, remember to smooth 
out and squirrel away the nice bits of paper you receive this 
year to reuse next Christmas, as well as picking up extra in 
the January sales.

Next on the list is decorations. Simple tricks include 

thin slices of orange or apple (cut across the centre to 
show the ‘star’ made by the core) dried out in the bottom 
of a cool oven and hung on the tree with twine. There 
are lots of good ideas on the internet, and I particularly 
like the wine cork reindeers on https://ecochildsplay.
com/2015/12/22/10-eco-friendly-christmas-crafts-for-
kids They are simple to do (everything else on that site 
looked way too complicated), but do require a search for 
wine with corks! Videos on making stuff from paper and 
materials are on https://theminismallholder.com/diy-
eco-friendly-christmas-decorations/#Christmas_Stars_
from_Old_Paper

The Oxfam shop in Caversham and World Shop in 
London Street have beautiful crafts from around the world, 
or come to Caversham Court on 3 December and buy from 
Fair Trade (and get your tree and greenery as well).

Short-Term Therapy – Long-Term 
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling

and Psychotherapy Senior 

Accredited

Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntlworld.com

Have yourself a merry, slightly 
greener, Christmas  by Trish Marcouse

Helping job seekers prepare their
CV / Cover letter / LinkedIn profile

Laura Harmsworth
0118 947 2488 07947 586 070

www.cavershamcvwriting.co.uk

The website for Caversham 
includes information on:

 � News
 � Events
 � Business listings
 � Jobs
 � Clubs
 � Schools

www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk

Brought to you by

CavershamChoose

TWO SITES in Caversham have received awards 
in the 2022 Royal Horticultural Society’s 
(RHS) annual Thames and Chilterns in Bloom 
competition.

Caversham Court received the gold accolade 
for its beautiful grounds and a national certificate 
of distinction from the RHS, for the ‘Best Park 
2022’ within Berks, Bucks and Oxon. The 
judges visited Reading in July and particularly 
complimented Caversham Court, which they 
said ‘… is packed with history..... It is an excellent 
example of a green space with a high standard of 
horticultural and arboricultural management and 
maintenance.’

They also praised the community allotments, 
which provide a valuable resource for wellbeing. 
They singled out the Friends of Caversham Court 
Gardens (FCCG) for its provision of a wealth of 
historical knowledge to the local community and 
for its organised walks throughout the year.

FCCG commented, ‘The awards recognise the 

hard work and achievements of Reading Borough 
Council staff and our volunteer gardeners 
whose inputs have supported those of the Head 
Gardener, Will Paice, throughout the year’.

This was not the only award for the gardens 
this year, as they were recognised under the 
Green Flag Award as both an award-winning site 
and a Green Heritage Site. For details of these 
awards, see https://greenflagaward.org/park-
summary/?park=1339

The second RHS award winner was the Henley 
Road Cemetery, which won a Silver-Gilt award for 
its grounds. The judges highlighted the careful 
and sensitive layout of the grounds, the attractive 
planting, wonderful mature trees, and the 
rewilded areas managed as habitats for specific 
species, including badgers and slow worms. 
They particularly complimented sustainability 
measures and community engagement at the site.

For more about FCCG, see their website at 
https://home.fccg.org.uk/home_1

Caversham in bloom!

text and photo Fred Smith

1Electrics
Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements

For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007



Malus ‘Cardinal’ – crab apple  
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FOR MANY OF us, the first of December starts the 
countdown to Christmas and the ‘present’ dilemma. 
But I always have something on my wish list, and 
can think of quite a few items that a gardener would 
appreciate - from a pair of soft leather gloves with 
reinforced fingertips, to an elbow-length pair for 
protection from vicious thorns when pruning roses. 
I would never turn my nose up at a pair of pruning 
shears either. But I think that a lovely and long-lasting 
gift would be a tree, which, bought now as a bare root 
specimen, would be a most memorable gift.

You can never overestimate how important it is to 
plant trees, and now more than ever. Trees not only 
mitigate climate change, but also have huge benefits 
for wildlife, offering a home to hosts of insects as 
well as shelter for birds. Our gardens can make a 
vital contribution. 

There are a couple of things to consider when 
choosing a tree. Firstly, height. Always research the 
eventual height and spread of a tree and choose 
one to suit the size of the garden. We have all seen 
trees that have completely taken over front or back 

I FIND IT hard to believe, but this is my thirty-sixth gardening 
article for the Caversham Bridge. When I was first asked to write 
them, I thought, ‘I can easily do that because I enjoy writing and 
I’ve been gardening for years.’ However, when following one of 
my early articles, someone asked me a question about the care of 
houseplants, I came down to earth with a bump. My knowledge of 

houseplants was, and probably still is, rubbish. So, I can tell you I know of one person who has learned 
something from my articles. Yes, you’ve guessed it. Me.

I also suspect most gardeners know quite a lot about the things they are most interested in, but 
not a great deal about other aspects of horticulture. Therefore, it will come as no surprise for me to 
tell you I have fairly recently ‘discovered’ bushy salvias.

Previously, I had thought of salvias as those bright scarlet bedding plants called Blaze of Fire, or 
ones like Blue Bedder, a half-hardy perennial with two-foot-high lavender-blue flowers. They were, as 
my mother-in-law might have said, ‘quite nice’; a gentle compliment that also says a lot.

Then, more recently, I started noticing the so-called perennial sages (salvias) and started to realise 
the large array of form and colour they had to offer. They can begin to flower in May and, with regular 
deadheading, continue into September. Apparently, so I am informed, if they are grown near roses, 
they can keep mildew and black spot at bay. I like the sound of that.

These salvias like a sunny, sheltered spot, with well-drained soil. I have been told they do not 
flourish in heavy, clay soil. Also, I am guessing they may be a plant of the future, because my plants 

LIVING AND LEARNING by Les Cooper

A.F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING
Telephone

0118 957 3537

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Te l : ( 0 1 4 9 1 )   5 7 3 3 7 0

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANSAcer griseum – Paperbark Maple

Plant of the Month
by Louise Hampden

gardens and have clearly been a mistake. Secondly, 
the tree must have at least three seasons of interest, 
especially when it is going to be planted in a small 
urban garden and will be visible daily. This interest 
may range from flowers and leaf shape to bark, fruit, 
and autumn colour.

Acers, or Japanese maples, are hugely popular, 
and some have spectacular autumn colour. But they 
are fickle creatures, preferring light shade and should 
most definitely not be placed in a windy spot where 
the delicate leaves can curl up and dry out. However, 
they are ideal for tiny courtyards and can live happily 
in pots. If you have space, then the paperbark maple 
is a fabulous choice, with cinnamon-coloured 
peeling bark as well as spectacular autumn colour.

Crab apples are high up on my list for both wildlife 
and the gardener. They have everything from spring 
blossom to fruit and berries in autumn. I have my 
eye on a lovely crab apple, Malus ‘Cardinal’, which 
has scented dark pink spring blossom, glossy dark 
red leaves in summer, and then small red fruit in the 
autumn. I’m imagining this tree alive and buzzing 
with bees in spring and then filled with birdsong in 

appeared to have survived the long, hot, drought quite happily. They are reckoned to be frost hardy 
but, to be on the safe side, don’t cut back the flower stems in autumn, and mulch well to protect the 
developing shoots.

Just out of interest, my latest purchase is salvia Amistad which is said to be floriferous, bearing 
deep blue flowers popular with bees. We will see.

Salvia ‘Hot Lips’ in November!                                                             photo C Clifford

autumn and winter as birds feast on the fruit. I could probably get a jar or two of 
crab apple jelly from it too!

So, this Christmas, how about taking a friend out for a memorable day to 
choose a tree and plant a memorable future.
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by Caroline Gratrix  

This month we meet Angela from True Food Community Co-operative

Community 
Connections

Steve Daniels
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25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified

For a professional job and free quote ring:
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46 CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING – 0118 947 2011  

WHEN the Oracle was being 
developed in 1999, Reading 
lost its whole food shops. 
People clubbed together, 
bought wholesale organic 
produce, and shared it out. 
This became True Food Co-op, 
which then grew into selling at 
local markets and having over 
400 members.
In 2010, the True Food Co-op 
opened its shop in Emmer 
Green. Since then, they have 
become Reading’s only ‘organic 
supermarket’. You don’t need 
to be a member to shop there, 
but they are now offering 
membership for a one-off 

payment of £5 and, from November, members will be offered monthly product discounts.
If members have time to volunteer, they earn additional discounts on shopping depending 
on how many hours they work each month: 2+hrs 5%, 4+hrs 10%, 12+hrs 15%.
This local organic supermarket supports our community on its journey towards more 
sustainable living. They do this by selling organic, ethical, zero-waste food and household 
products, and providing support and education.
There are over 80 loose items to stock up on: cereals, nuts, pulses, etc, fruit, vegetables, 
chilled items, organic alcohol, fresh bread, pastries, and refillable household items. It’s a 

little gem in the heart of Emmer Green, located opposite 
Emmer Green Primary School.
If you haven’t been in a while, why not pop in for some 
serious feel-good factor and ethical Christmas gifts and 
stocking fillers?
Angela is the business development manager at True 
Food. Let’s find out a little more about her…

How long have you lived in Caversham/Emmer 
Green?
I moved to Caversham from London in around 2004 
and then up to Emmer Green around five years ago. It’s 
great being close to Reading but with easy access to the 
countryside.
Where are your favourite places to eat, drink and 
shop in Caversham/Emmer Green?
My absolute favourite place to eat is the Bina curry house 
- although it’s often a takeaway these days. The people 
that run it have always been really friendly to me, and I 
don’t think you can beat their vegetarian Dhansak. I do 
most of my shopping at True Food (unsurprisingly).
How do you think we can all be eco-friendlier in 
RG4?
If being more eco-friendly is important to you, start by 
changing one thing and then build from there. Whether it’s 
walking or cycling rather than using the car or deciding 

to refill a plastic bottle rather than buy a new one (like 
washing up liquid).
Being part of a community reaps a wealth of 
benefits. How would you strengthen our sense of 
community in Caversham/Emmer Green?
I’d encourage people to join a group that’s of interest to 
them. It’s a great way to meet people and then widen your 
network which could lead to other things that you can’t 
necessarily predict.
If you could bring anything to Caversham/Emmer 
Green - an event, an experience, or a shop, what 
would it be?
I would love for True Food either to move or to have a 
presence in Caversham so we can be more accessible to 
more people. I make a regular trip over to the Oxford Road 
for authentic Indian produce at the Exotic Superstore.
It would be great to have something like that closer to 
Caversham.

DISPITE SOME difficult circumstances, Caversham Nursery School, in 
Amersham Road, has received a second Outstanding report from Ofsted 
in 6 months. This relates to its provision for 3–5-year-olds. The Nursery 
School’s provisions for 0–3-year-olds attained an Outstanding report in 
April. The school suffered from a flood in July, caused by a leaking water 
pipe, so they have been using temporary classrooms.

Typically, Ofsted give just one day’s notice of an inspection. The 
second report, covering provision for older children, was published 21 
October. It emphasised staff were providing an outstanding learning 
experience for the children, noting they were being taught in temporary 
classrooms due to the flooding. The report starts with the question 
‘What is it like to attend this school?’. The Inspectors wrote in answer, 
‘Children’s smiling faces as they arrive each day show how much they 
adore attending this friendly and nurturing community. They are eager to 

begin their learning. Children receive a warm welcome from caring staff. 
Everyone is valued and respected.’

The team at the Nursery were delighted to have external recognition of 
the fantastic impact they have on the children. The report says, ‘Children 
truly flourish at Caversham’. Caversham Nursery is part of Reading Early 
Years Schools Federation, which also includes New Bridge Nursery in 
Montague Street. Executive Head Teacher for the group, Joanne Budge, 
said, “I am so proud of the amazing team who have continued to work so 
hard to provide a truly outstanding learning experience for the children, 
despite all the obstacles they have had to face. To be able to deliver such 
consistent high-quality teaching and learning is truly exceptional.”

The report is available at:
 https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/20/109750
For more about the nursery, see www.reysfederation.org

OUTSTANDING by George Grubb

Staff celebrate  photo Caversham Nursery
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Find out more:
Caversham Christmas Gala – 
December 4, 2pm – 6pm
St Andrew’s Hall, Albert Road, 
Caversham RG4 7AW
www.cavershamartists.wordpress.com
Facebook: cavershamartists

CLEARLY CHRISTMAS is around 
the corner when flyers start 
appearing advertising the annual 
Christmas Gala at St Andrew’s. 

The wonderful array of arts and crafts 
on display is put together by Caversham-
based silversmith Li-Sheng Cheng and 
her jewellery designer partner Matthew 
Hitch. This year, the event is celebrating 
its 10th anniversary.

“We have been living in Caversham 
since 2008, and had various ideas about 

putting on a craft show. We tried out a 
show one autumn, but then someone 
suggested the hall at St Andrew’s, and 
we have been doing the Christmas Gala 
every year since 2012 - apart from 2020, 
when everything stopped due to Covid.

“We can cater for around 18 stalls, 
although the number varies, and was 
fewer when we had to maintain social 
distancing. A number of local artists who 
are regulars get first pick, then we invite 
people in from outside the area. We try 
to get a balance of different types of 
work on display, and there will always be 
something new. But it’s lovely as people 
come to the Gala to catch up with old 
friends - and hopefully find something 
they like to buy too!” Li-Sheng explains.

Local artists and craftspeople who 
regularly take part in the Gala include 
weaver Gloria Pitt, artist Nina O’Connell, 
and recycled jewellery maker Barbara 
Goodbun. Matthew Hitch will also 
be taking part with a stall showing his 
latest designs. Other artists taking part 
include stained glass artist Therese 
Wicks, painters Rebecca Howard and 
Claire Burriss, painter and printmaker 
Julie Simmonds, and ceramicist Emma 
O’Donovan.

Li-Sheng herself trained as a silversmith, 
studying initially at the Kent Institute of 

Art & Design, where she and Matthew 
met, and subsequently at Sheffield 
Hallam University. After graduating, Li-
Sheng lived in Liverpool for a while, just 
as the city was preparing for its stint as 
European Capital of Culture. “It was a 
wonderful time to be in the city; I felt 
there was a real network of artists there,” 
Li-Sheng recalls. However, Matthew was 
working at Walton’s in Prospect Street, 
and Li-Sheng moved from Liverpool 
to Caversham. “When I first lived here, 
I really felt the lack of my Liverpool 
support network,” she comments, and 
the years of austerity have not made 
life easy for artists. However, there was 
a surprising turnaround when, during 
lockdown, Li-Sheng and Matthew were 
invited to show their work in an empty 
shop in Bell Street, Henley.

Recently Li-Sheng has taken on a new 
challenge and, instead of the relatively 

large pieces which she used to enjoy 
creating as a silversmith, she has taken on 
the job of repairing items of old jewellery. 
“This isn’t something I did previously. But 
I have recently come across things such as 
signet rings which were hand engraved. 
The more I look at them, the more I can 
appreciate the craftsmanship which was 
required. These are skills which are in 
danger of becoming lost.

“Matthew and I recently went to the 
AGM of the Hand Engravers Association, 
a group which is trying to preserve 
these skills – so many of the engravers 
doing demonstrations of their work 
at the association were quite elderly. 
I am now looking into the history of 
hand engraving; it is really in danger of 
becoming a lost skill.

“I now feel I am at something of a 
crossroads - to continue working as a 

silversmith, creating my own work, or 
to concentrate on my new interest in 
repairing jewellery, and learning more 
about these old skills, which very few 
people do these days,” she says.

Since moving to Caversham, Li-Sheng 
is pleased to have discovered the thriving 
community of artists who take part in 
the annual Arts Trail, many of whom can 
also be found displaying their wares at 

the Christmas Gala, which this year will 
take place on Sunday 4 December.

“This is our 10th year, but I do hope the 
Gala continues, it is very straightforward 
to organize. Everyone at St Andrew’s 
Church is so helpful, and we invite in 
the Ways and Means Trust to provide 
refreshments, which are always very 
popular. Everyone enjoys their cups of 
coffee and tea and cakes, and this allows 
the Ways and Means Trust to do some 
fundraising at the same time.

“It is so good to be able to showcase 
the local talents here in Caversham!”

Creative Caversham

Plenty to choose from at the 2022 Christmas Gala – bauble earrings by Matthew 
Hitch (above left); A wintry scene (above) entitled Between Ice and Snow by land-
scape artist Rebecca Howard, and festive glass ornaments by Theresa Wicks 
(right)                                                                                      All photos by the artists

ANNUAL GALA BRINGS 
SPARKLE TO ST ANDREW’S
Since 2010, Li-Sheng Cheng and Matthew Hitch have been organising the Christmas 

Gala at St Andrew’s Church Hall. Elestr Lee finds out more about the spectacular 
showcase which features many of our local artists
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IN THESE articles, I often comment on the architecture of buildings in Caversham – Janina Maher brings out the charm of 
the Victorian and older buildings in her drawings. But in the 1960s, a number of rather bland ‘modern’ structures replaced 
some of the old properties. Number 32A is part of a small run of such buildings in Church Street (32A to 32D). But the Alto 
Lounge is far from bland – it’s a lively, thriving café - usually full of young and old and families enjoying the extensive menu 
and atmosphere. It feels very individual, with eclectic retro décor, but in fact it is part of a big company, Lounges Limited, 
which has many outlets, including one in Woodley.

When I dropped into the Alto Lounge recently, I chatted to the manager Emily Gingell, who explained the company 
usually gives their cafés a name relating to the locality. However, the story goes that ‘Alto’ came about because one of the 
owners was held up in a traffic jam whilst travelling through Reading, and the car in front was a Suzuki Alto!

The café/bar opened 13 years ago, although the premises had previously been restaurants for some time. The homely 
interior of the Alto Lounge creates a warm and welcoming atmosphere. The walls are covered with an amazing array of 
retro and vintage pictures, with mirrors and light fittings making it feel a bit like a living room. There is a strong sense of 
being part of the community, and the Alto Lounge regularly holds charity events.

The site on which the present buildings stand appears to have a long history. It is believed to be where monks and 

Drawing by Janina Maher                                                                                                                                                            www.janinamaher.artweb.com

Foot Health Professional

Foot problems?  
I can visit you in  

the comfort of your 
own home, helping 
to bring back your 
feet to a healthier  

condition with  
regular treatment 

and advice

Lynne Dargie  
BA (hons) Community  
Nursing, Diploma Foot  

 Health MCFHP MAFHP

 mToenail cutting 
mTreatment of fungal, ingrowing and 

thickened nails 
mCorn removal  

mCallus (hard skin) reduction 
mDry and cracked heel remedies  

mVerucca treatment  
mAthlete’s foot care  
mDiabetic foot care and  

advice

Call Lynne for bookings/queries on

07443 500105
lmdfoothealthcare@gmail.com

DBS checked,  
member of the 

British Association 
of Foot Health  
Professionals

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

canons from Notley Abbey had a living, and was established in 1162 (at that time Notley 
Abbey controlled large parts of Caversham and Emmer Green) – hence the name of Priory 
Avenue. In more recent times, the site was occupied by the premises of John Howard, 
baker and confectioner, whose shop was on the corner with Hemdean Road. His buildings 
were demolished to make way for the new development, but today, the modern shop on the 
corner site is still a bakery, Warings Family Bakers, and the old bakehouse behind the shop 
remained until a few years ago.

The Local Scene        
by Martin Andrews

Alto Lounge



Page 14 		       www.cavershambridge.org		       For news items contact – editors@cavershambridge.org	                            CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, DECEMBER 2022

For more information or to book: call Wendy on 
07528 708650 or email wendy@rookeholistic.co.uk

Rooke Holistic Qigong
Promoting health, fitness 

& wellbeing

If you find other forms of 
exercise too strenuous or 
if you have difficulty with 
floor-based classes, such 
as pilates or yoga, qigong 
could be a good alternative 
for you.

Gentle exercise (similar to tai chi) | Calming
Can improve balance and co-ordination

Suitable for beginners | FREE trial session!

WEEKLY QIGONG CLASS
clock Friday 11:30am to 12:30pm     �  Caversham Hall

Are you a people person?
Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to 
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled 

in our neighbourhood. If you would like 
to give to the community by joining 
us as a volunteer driver or helping 
in our office, then please do get in 

touch with us. 

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466  

Monday to Friday 9.30am –11.30am

Church House 59 Church Street  Caversham RG4 8AX

13.01New ad.indd   1 16/03/2015   17:39

MANY PEOPLE write their own CV with successful results, but others need 
support. How can a CV writer help you, and what should you look out for?
External perspective
You’re not alone if you find it hard to define and talk about your abilities and 
achievements, or to decide what to include/take out from your CV. A CV writer 
will pull out the key points to highlight in your CV, and help recruiters see why 
they must employ you – without making you sound arrogant.
Getting past the robots
75% of job seekers’ chances of landing a job are lost the moment they send in 
their CV, thanks to Applicant Tracking Systems (ATS). You can have the best 
experience, the most amazing achievements and be the perfect person for the 
job – but your CV will not reach the next stage if it’s not written in the right way 
and doesn’t include key words. Good CV writers understand how ATS works.
Time
It’s easy to think that you’re saving money by writing your CV yourself, but 
crafting the perfect CV takes time. CV writers don’t need to research how to 
write a CV, saving you time so you can focus on what you do best. The time you 
do spend with them going through your experience, skills and achievements, 
will be time well spent as it will help with interview preparation.

My tips for finding a CV writer who suits you:
•	 Call to discuss your requirements – does the writer instill confidence?
•	 Are the prices in your budget? Ensure no hidden extras.
•	 Check their website, social media, testimonials, presence on LinkedIn, do 

they have plenty of experience?
•	 Speak with a few so you’re sure you are working with someone who 

understands you and what you want to do next.
Next time, I’ll take you through the STAR method that will help with your CV 
and interviews.

First Impressions Matter

SHOULD YOU USE A CV WRITER? 
by Laura Harmsworth

You can follow Laura on: 

www.facebook.com/CavershamCVWriting 

or on Linkedin, where she posts tips and articles: 

www.linkedin.com/in/lauraharmsworth 

Her website is: www.cavershamcvwriting.co.uk

Email Laura at contact@cavershamcvwriting.co.uk

@madebytamalia | @creativspaces

ART SANCTUARY
Workshops & Experiences | Private Parties | Corporate Events | Space For Hire

A  h i d d e n  o a s i s  o f  c r e a t i v e  c a l m  b a s e d  a t  C r e a t i v . S p a c e s

w h i m s i c a l  a r t  &  e v e n t  s p a c e s  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  C a v e r s h a m . . .

THE VENUE: www.creativspaces.co.uk

C O N T A C T  U S  A T : s t u d i o @ m a d e b y t a m a l i a . c o . u k  |  0 7 9 8 9  1 3 0  0 6 6

SEE WHAT'S ON: www.madebytamalia.co.ukAMY’S
CHIMNEY
SWEEPS
BRUSH & VACUUM

FULLY INSURED
TEL: 07778 340444

GABRIELE SCICLUNA

Anne Garrison

Anne@AGarrison.co.uk
0118 947 4244 www.agarrison.co.uk

Funeral ceremonies

Memorial ceremonies

Ceremonies for
scattering ashes

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL CELEBRANT

Say goodbye, your way

Please mention this paper when 
replying to advertisements
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OUR BOND with animals is deeply rooted in our evolution. This 
relationship with animals large, and small, has been studied in 
depth and is a continued area of interest to scientists around 
the world.

Caring for an animal can help children grow up more secure 
and active. Pets also provide valuable companionship for older 
adults. Perhaps most importantly, though, a pet can add real joy 
and unconditional love to our lives.

While it’s true people with pets often experience health 
benefits, a pet doesn’t necessarily have to be a dog or a cat. A 
rabbit could be ideal if you’re allergic to other animals or have 
limited space but still want a furry friend to snuggle with. Birds

Pet owners are less likely to suffer from depression...

 can encourage social interaction and help keep your mind sharp 
if you’re an older adult. Snakes, lizards, and other reptiles can 
make for exotic companions. Even watching fish in an aquarium 
can help reduce muscle tension and lower our pulse rate.

Pet owners are less likely to suffer from depression than 
those without pets, and have lower blood pressure in stressful 
situations. One study even found that when people with 
borderline hypertension adopted dogs from a shelter, their 
blood pressure declined significantly within five months.

Playing with a dog, cat, or other pet can elevate levels 
of serotonin and dopamine, which calm and relax, while 
pet owners have lower triglyceride and cholesterol levels 

(indicators of heart disease). 
Heart attack patients with pets survive longer than those 

without, and pet owners aged over 65 make 30 per cent fewer 
visits to their doctors than those without pets.

One of the reasons for these therapeutic effects is that 
pets fulfil the basic human need for touch. Even hardened 
criminals in prison show long-term changes in their behaviour 
after interacting with pets, many of them experiencing mutual 
affection for the first time.

Children with autism interact most frequently, and for longer, 
with a dog when compared to a person or object, and there are 
similar benefits for children with developmental disorders. 

Meeting the needs of an animal friend acts as an indicator 
of empathy, and sensitivity toward the moods and needs of 
others. Across age groups, gender, socioeconomic status and 
ethnicity, those subjects who felt close to animals exhibited 
increased trust and trustworthiness, increased empathy and 
reduction of aggression.They also benefited from a reduction of 
fear and anxiety, and increased calm. 

I grew up in a flat in Mumbai where it would have been 
impossible to keep pets, plus at that time it was not so much a 
culturally accepted feature of life as it is now.

So, finally, at a much later stage in life, and at the insistence 
of my teenagers, we have adopted two little kittens. They’ve 
inspired me to write this piece. From the heart!

We�being wi� Ami Roy

Humanimals

THE CHALLENGE SOLUTIONS:
tingle, keg, sound, cast, jingle, cask, song, carol, barrel, gong, towel, gone, cloth, medal, tower

Professional Tree and Hedge care

Royal Forestry certified
NPTC Qualified

£ m public liability
Call Ben on
ben mackie@tiscali co uk
benmackiearborist com

Local to Caversham: Over 15 years experience

LD Jennings Ltd – Est. 1922

Shop open 7 days a week and online availability                                                      
24 hours a day

Delivery to Caversham and all other RG postcodes
Providing a quality service and outstanding                                                        

locally sourced meats
St. Martin’s Precinct, 39A Church Street,

Caversham RG4 8BA 

Tel. 0118 947 5939

Website: www.thecavershambutcher.co.uk

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

CAVERSHAM	
  COMMUNITY	
  CAFÉ	
  
Open	
  Tuesdays,	
  9.30	
  am	
  to	
  2.00	
  pm,	
  

see	
  www.3cscafe.co.uk	
  to	
  check	
  dates.	
  
Serving	
  espresso	
  coffees,	
  teas,	
  	
  
light	
  snacks,	
  cakes	
  and	
  biscuits.	
  

Eat	
  in	
  or	
  take	
  away.	
  
St	
  John’s	
  Church,	
  Gosbrook	
  Road,	
  Caversham	
  

Community	
  led	
  and	
  volunteer	
  run	
  
	
  

	
  
	
   MAPLEDURHAM  PARISH  HALL

TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen & 
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:  
• Children's parties / Family celebrations
• Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions

• Drama & Music Groups  

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen on: 
07803 507234 or email bowenje53@gmail.com

Nicola Dominic 
15 April 1963 to 24 September 2022
NICOLA, WHO was known to many people in Caversham and was regarded with 
considerable affection because of her warmth and kindness, died 24 September 
2022.

Earlier this summer she had enjoyed being one of the team of volunteers running 
the WonderZone Holiday Club (reported in the September edition of the paper). 
Nicola was taken ill whilst on holiday in Cornwall with her husband Bernard, and 
died In Plymouth Derriford Hospital of complications from pancreatitis.

Readers of the Caversham Bridge will be familiar with several poems she 
contributed to the paper in recent years. She was, in fact, a previously published, 
and competition-winning, poet in her youth.

She will be greatly missed by her husband and family, and by the many people 
who knew and loved her.
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M.J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE            Telephone 947 5582

Thinking of Equity Release?
Experienced, qualified local Equity Release adviser providing advice across a comprehensive 

range of lenders.
Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation face to face/Skype 

appointment as required.
E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com

T: 0118 991 8704
www.mayfieldmortgages.com

 

 

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market and covering a wide 

range of areas including Equity Release. 

Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation face to face 

appointment. 

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com 

T: 0118 991 8704 

www.mayfieldmortgages.com 

Mayfield Mortgages is a trading style of Kristian Kolb who is an appointed representative of Mortgage Intelligence Ltd which is authorised 

and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 305330 in respect of mortgage, insurance and consumer credit mediation 

activities only. 

 

 

Mayfield Mortgages is a trading style of Kristian Kolb who is an appointed representative of Mortgage Intelligence Ltd which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 305330 in respect of mortgage, insurance and consumer credit 
mediation activities only.

NETLEY LANDSCAPES
Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND

TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

Domestic, Commercial & Garden Waste
House / Loft Clearance

Garage / Shed Clearance

 Licensed Waste Carrier with 
 commitment to recycling

Serving Caversham and surrounding areas
Fast, friendly & reliable service 

For a free no obligation quote, please call:
0118 343 6396 / 0781 8033625

 www.allrubbishcollected4U.co.uk

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING & HEATING

ENGINEER
Over 25 years experience

Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

READING
PLUMBING & HEATING

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING, HEATING 
AND GAS WORKS UNDERTAKEN.
OVER 30 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED.
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR 
CITIZENS.

MOBILE: 07702556790
EMAIL: darrenscottrph@btinternet.com

111613

• Premium Amtico Retailer

• Independent family run business

• Top brand name flooring at the lowest price 

• Samples to view in your home/office

• Free advice / free quotes

• Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

• Fast turn around on fitting if required

Tel: 01189 580 4455
10a Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8 EQ

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk/www.richfield flooring.co.uk

• Tree removal, tree pruning •
• Trees supplied and planted  •

• Hedge work  •
• Stump Grinding •

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

TREE SURGEONS
WITH OVER 20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD
OF TREE CARE

ARUM
TREE
SERVICES

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Would you like to have this paper delivered 

to you monthly for just £5 per year?

Email:
subscriptions@cavershambridge.org

giving your name and address
or write to Caversham Bridge, 
Church House, Church Street, 

Caversham RG4 8AX

You can buy single copies from:
NOODSKIN in Church Street, Fourbears 
in Prospect Street, Sheabutter Cottage

on the Henley Road, The True Food 
Community Co-op in Grove Road, 

Emmer Green, and at the Milestone Cafe 
in Caversham Park Village

www.gardinershomecare.co.uk

JWS CHAUFFEUR & EXECUTIVE SERVICE

Be driven in comfort, luxury Mercedes
 Airports : Weddings : Special occasions  

Sea Ports for Cruises
Reading based - reliable service

Formerly known as Noble Chauffeur Service 

jws

Jimmy Wharton Phone: 07971 434558
Proprietor Email: jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk
 www.jwsexecutivetravel.co.uk


