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Ninety per cent. of parents

CAVERSHAM insist on their children

. being taught about God
.

in school,
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NEED
THEY
WORRY?

IWh oesnt this
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Should religion be taught in
state schools? If so, what reli-
gion? And who should teach it?
And how?

Some Christians bel

§ elieve
% should have no com "ng
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religious instruction i
Such teaching, they say,
be left to the Churches.

Only last month the Hv-“rﬂ-—l t
Teachers’ Association ur e
Minister of Education to
religious instruction in
by “a reasoned approach tr) r‘«:.-al
problems.”

Should they really worry? The
great majority of children pack
religion into their satchels and
chuck it away once they're
tinally out of the school gates for
good.

It religious education in
schools is designed to link child-
ren into the life of the nation’s
churches it looks as if it
fails.

Why? We set four pages of

- this month’s paper aside at the
beginning of a new school year
to look at what's happening to
our children’s religious faith
during their school days.

result in this ?

3
w wv

AN\ N N\ N N\

’ A NN N NP NS AL N s N N DN s N N N\

i
;

They say if's a

Christian country

From a survey conducted by
National Opinion Polls for New
Society (May 27, 1965), the follow-
ing facts emerge:

Ninety per cent. of the British
people want the present arrange-
ments to teach and practise religion
in schools to continue.

Nearly 93 per cent. said that they
had an affiliation to a Christian
Church, but only 16 per cent. said
they had attended church during the
previous seven days. Only 40 per
cent. admitted having been to
Church during the previous three
months.
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MAJORITY FAVOUR
CONTINUANCE OF
R.I. IN SCHOOLS

Results of National
Opinion Poll Survey
RITAIN is a Christian country, and, as a result,

religious instruction should continue to be given
in State schools along the lines Jaid down by the

This is the view held by an
overwhelming majority of the adult
population of England, Wales and
Scotland, according to a report

published last weck in the
ragazine A\A '
The Church Times accepted the New Society

assessment as proof that this IS a religious country.

Comment

- A QUALITY
OF
PEOPLE

How do you teach children Christianity, so that
it sticks?

Most of them finish their school days with the
impression that religion is a decent optional extra
in life. Some of them who are “that way inclined”
might wind up as regular churchgoers. s

That's no good. He whom we call God is the
basis of everything that is, and to Him all human
beings owe reverence, obedience and loyalty.
Christianity is either all or nothing. It can’t be an
optional extra, or a kind of hobby. It is either the
basis of living or it isn't. The fact that so many
children can leave school without ever being
aware of its challenge and relevance says little for
our formal religious teaching.

The linch-pin of the matter is the quality of the
people children meet. Persons are as important
as the things they try to teach. More of Chris-
tianity might rub off onto children from a kindly,
human, maths master rad‘ating the concern of
Christ for their growing lives than from a cen-
sorious bigot entrusted with “religious education.”

A JUMBLE...

There must be a running debate on how best to
impart the facts of the Christian revelation. But
true religion is taught in the daily life and speech
of high quality people in the whole range of
school activities. It is also taught, of course, in the
way a home is run.

What do children remember? They remember a
jumble of facts on all sorts of subjects, Much more
lastingly they remember the nature of the rela-
tionship they had with teachers and parents.

The 1944 Education Act made religious educa-
tion compulsory in schools.

What kind of legislation does it take to improve
the quality of people?

“There is a great bedy of
opinion . . . which says that
if the teaching of the Hebrew
prophets and the lessons taught
in the New Testament were

vidually, and as a country, it
would be a great deal better for
all of us, and we desire our
children to get some knowledge
of these matters. I believe that
this is the view of the over-
whelming mass of our people.”
(Hansard, January 20, 1944).

Further information is gained

by examining the agreed sylla-
buses drawn up e result of
the 1944 Act recently as

As
1964 the County of Lincoln
Agreed Syllabus stated its aims
as follows—"The subject to be
taught is not biblical know-
ledge nor morality, but the
Christian faith, and the aim is
to lead the pupils to a personal

Christian teacher may zealously
use all his influence.”

A number of major research
projects have been undertaken

applied to the lives of us indi- |

knowledge of Jesus Christ, and
to active life within a
worshipping community. To"
achieve that purpose the

| to examine the success of 21
years of teaching to such aims,
‘lhc recent werk of Ronald
| Goldman particularly, casting
doubt on the suitability of sub-
ject matter selecttd for boys
and girls in specific age groups.
Goldman’s research suggests
that much present teaching
may seriously retard the devel-
opment of religious attitudes
and ideas.

Literal

It has shown that primary
children bring a shallow and
literal understanding to biblical
stories and that the religious
ideas and insights contained
in such stories cannot be
grasped until early adolescence.

It is argued, therefore, that
much of the agreed matter is
unsuitable for the children
for whom it is prescribed,
therefore making later reli-
gious teaching more difficult.
(Sunday Schools please note).

Other research has shown
that the aims as stated earlier

generally fail for in the main

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT

Having drawn a picture during Religious Educa-
tion class of a jet ‘plane with four people inside,
a small boy was asked what it was about.

“It's Mary and Joseph and Jesus on their flight
into Egypt.” said the boy.

proudly.

“Who's the other man?”

“Oh, that’s Pontius, the Pilot,” said the boy,

';ASICM LY
teaching t¥
cf God and
hood, the patter
history of th
as His cho
facts of life, d
demptive
Christ, His
its meaning
for the modern world.

The fundamental
planning the 1t
shall become a lity for the
pupils, and it is with that end
in view that the material of the
Bible, particularly of the Old
Testament, must be selected
and taught. If it is to be a
mal plod through kings,
prophets, journeyvs, whatever
may come, it will be of guestion-
able value.

Speeialist
This demands specialist
teachers or conwvinced and

deeply interested ones. who will
do the reading and personal
study essential to this type of
teaching.

It seems to me necessary 1o
start from the reality of the
life of Christ, to study the Old
Testament from that reality,
and, most of all, to make the
girls see that the New Testa-
ment is written in terms of its
authors’ times, to put Christ
into that context and thence
achieve the transference of His
teaching to the reality of our
own age.

In the first year we attempt
to give a picture of the birth
and childhood of Christ and of
the country and political situa-

tion into which He was born. It

MORE
~ THAN

By IAN BIRNIE, of

'RELIGIOUS TEACHING CAN DO

WENTY-ONE years ago the 1944 Education Act
provided for a compulsory act of daily worship
and teaching of Religious Instruction in State schools.
The aims of those who worked for this provision are
well illustrated in the words of Chuter Ede, M.P:—

HARM
GOOD

the

Christian Educalion Movement

pupils do not become active
members of a worshipping com-
munity, and their knowledge of
the teaching of Christianity, to-
gether with their attitude to
the church, are the reverse of
what one would wish.

In discussing compulsory
school worship, older pupils fre-
quently criticise its conduct and
express the feeling that atten-
dance should be voluntary. In
the face of these findings some
would call for the abolition of
the compulsory clause but there
is strong public sympathy for
the retention of present
arrangements, a situation
recently given statistical sup-
port in the “New Society”
Survey. (Page One).

Despite this I ‘would argue
that there is a clear need to
examine the generally stated
aims and content of R.E. and
to ask if these are realistic in
a secular situation. Perhaps
the time has come to abandon
the agreed approach planned
by representatives of Churches
and Local Authorities, for an
unagreed approach where
teachers are given freedom to
construct courses with the par-
ticular requirements of their
pupils in mind.

The new aims of such an
approach would be that pupils
should understand with what
the Bible is concerned, see the

The writer of this
article is the headmis-
tress of a well-known
girls’ grammar school in
the West Midlands. She
is a Roman Catholic;
her school is not.

T

seems to me that children at
this very impressionable age
should be encouraged to use all
their powers of imagination and
iremendous enthusiasm for the
new things they learn, t form
a personal realisation of Jesus
as a real child, living in a real
village, brought up as a Jewish
boy of that time in the tradi-
tions of Judaism.

The Old Testament is taught
through the eyes as it were, of
the child Jesus, learning the
law and history of His race. We
try to show the Covenant
relationship between Jehovah
and His chosen people and their
development into a nation wor-
shipping the one true God.

Integration

The miracles described in the
Old Testament and their ex-
planation can begin the process
of teaching the child that
religion is not opposed to rea-
son but demands its fullest use
and can thus start the integra-
tion of the intellect and per-
sonal religious belief.

As the Jews had a special
relationship with God, the girls
are shown in the second year
how each individual can have
that through prayer: which is

THERE'S A REAL DESIRE
TO DISCUSS RELIGION

the main theme for the year.

In the third year we develop |

more fully the history of the
Jews from the exile to the birth
of Christ showing =~ what
Judaism had become and what
opposition He faced.

These girls in early
adolescence are ready 0 know
when and why the gospels were
written and can appreciate the
different needs they fulfil and
the reasons therefore for their

No help

Finally-in this year we try to
develop more fully the teaching
of Christ applying it particu-
larly to our times, making clear
that it was expressed in terms
of His own society and must be
re-translated into ours. I have
been most impressed by the
ability of 14-year-old girls to see
the essential meaning of a
parable and translate it into
terms of our own social prob-
lems without any help or
prompting.

In the fourth year the teach-
ing of the Acts can bring out

the enduring miracle of the
establishment of Christianity
by 12 men against a pagan

world. This may be the only

opportunity in their lives when |

the impact of this can

brought home,

In the fifth year there is time
for discussion and reappraisal
of fundamental Christian belief
and its relevance to the girls'
own lives and future work out-
side school. There is a real
desire for discussion of religion
among young people and we
must give them the factual
b’nsis for INFORMED discus-
sion.

life of Jesus as a challenge
demanding a response, develop
a positive attitude to the
Church and see that commit-
ment to Christianity is both
intellectually acceptable and
relevant to the life of modern
man.

Difficult
It remains difficult to justify,
on theological grounds, the

retention of a compulsory act
of worship when worship is, in
essence, an act of commitment
on the * art of the worshipper.
In support of this approach 1
would submit that Christian
Education is only complete
where there is direct experience
of the Christian life, namely,
within the gathered community,
which may be a local church. or
a committed Christian group
following through a programme
within the school.

This then, as I see it, is the
challenging situation in which
Religious Education finds itself
today, a challenge demanding a
response, not only from the
schools, but also from the
churches, who must urgently
re-examine their whole educa-
tive responsibility.

THE PARISH
ROUND

Road hazards are usually the
. worst danger facing a clergy-
man when he is paying paro-
;('hial visits in this country, but
his colleagues in certain other
|pnrts of the world could tell a
| very different story of their
pastoral rounds.

The Bishop of Chota Nag
\:m Indian diocese cont
llarge areas in  which
animals make 1t dang
'go about at night a

gun, recently received a moving
iletter from one of his p: h
| priests. It was written in Hindi,
{and is translated into Engiish
| in the latest quarterly paper of
; the Oxford Mission to Calcutta.
{ This was the letter:
| “Father, 1 am writing to you
for the following reasons. The
news of the parish is that be-
cause of the harvest people are
at the moment just able to
breatl:e a sigh of relief in .his
poverty-stricken ared. The
forest has become
stricken. Within the par in
one month four people have
been killed and eaten by tigers;
one man has been trampled
under foot by a rogue elephant,
and several people have been
mauled by bears, including a
schoolboy in our hostel.

“The bear has smashed up
{ his head and there is a hole in
{it in which two fingers can be
inserted; the head has been
scalped, and one of his hands
| has been chewed off. When I
saw him he was losing much

blood from his head; the whole
. bed was full of it and I was
very sad. He is in a very critical

condition.

Still ‘alive

“Father, seeing all this . . .
it is difficult to go about alone
in these mountains and forests.
I pray you kindly to allow me
to have a companion with me
during my travels. I greatly en-
joy touring; the only thing is T
am slightly afraid of these wild
animals without a companion.
I too have had several occasions
to meet angry bears and so far
I am alive.”

e
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THREE

The Law says children must be taught
religion. Children don’t want to know;
teachers are confused. JOHN DUNCAN
suggests a way out . ..

The

fale

of the

{HRISTIANITY is
about belief and
behaviour; it's about
the experience of liv-
ing. Trouble is, people
see Christianity as a
“take it or leave it”
system, remote from
everyday experience.

This Is wrong, but it's
the Impression that the
Church has often given in
past generations. So re-
ligious education is on a
sticky wicket from the
start. Many, many
teachers, in common with
other adults, question and
probably reject traditional
religious forms. School-
children just “don’'t want
to know"” anything that is
associated with being
“told.”

Mistaken

Mistaken notions about
Christianity are aggra-
vated by the fact that
under the 1944 Education
Act corporate worship and
religious instruction are
compulsory actlvities in
State Schools. People may
contract out, but those
who do are regarded as
rather odd — not a good
experience for a child.
Some teachers who con-
tract out say that it hin-
ders promotion. In some
circles it is even suggested
that only Christians can
be really adequate as
teachers. Christlanity
seems to be backed by the
privileged authority of
“‘establishment.” The re-
ligion of love is lined up
with a subtle pressure to
“toe the line.” The non-
Christian's suspiclons

seem (o be confirmed —
religlon is “sick,” it needs
the support of authority.
It dare not stand on its
own merits, N

In schools religion HAS
to be taught, yet the
supply of suitable teachers
is inadequate. In con-
sequence it is often taught
unwillingly and half-
heartedly by teachers who
are no more convinced as
Christians than the
average person of our
time. Too often teachers
take refuge in drab, naive,
factual presentations of
Bible stories which have
no apparent relevance to
today.

King' ‘Dayid Is a
lecherous soldier, Paul an
adventurous traveller. The
names of the twelve
apostles are learned by
heart; as useless a piece of
information as knowing
the names of the Kings of
England. Many Bible
stories taught straight at a
credulous age can only be
rejected as meaningless at
a later stage — if they
were not treated as fairy
stories in the first place.

A child’s painting of
the Wise Men, standing
in a classroom, cheeck by
jowl with one of the
three blind mice is per-
haps not without a cer-

tain  symbolic signifi-
cance. The present
system is unfair to
teachers and Chris-
tianity.

Some answer to the

problem is found in the
use of believing Religious
Instruction specialists,
many of whom do effective

FCrRokk

ReUGlous

INSTRUCTION
PART 1

“There are signs that the Church is beginning to see that its real life is to
life of society...

An overwhelming number of parents wish religious

hree wise mice ...

jobs in our schools. But
this is not without its
problems. Some specialists
through membership of
some particular denomi-
nation or fundamentalist
school of thought, may be
narrow, dogmatic and
bigoted, and dangerous to
developing minds.

Convinced

As Christians we are con-
vinced of the truth that is
in Jesus and desire that
the knowledge of this
truth should be spread and
handed on. But our con-
victions and desires do not
give us the right to a privi-
leged position in instruct-
ing children in schools.
The days of authority and
privilege are passing; the
Church is beginning to
see that it does itself little
good by attempting to
cling to past privilege.

Yet many champions
of religious education
cling desperately to the
statutory R.I. period,
which they see as a last
foothold for the Church
in the country’s schools
and as a hope for full
pews in the future.

But the foothold is an
illusion: it brings Chris-
tianity into disrepute.
Does a policy which sug-
gests that everybody is a
believing and practising
Christlan do any good for
the cause of Christ? It
confuses children; it puts
a burden of consclence on
many teachers; and a
thinking minority of non-
Christian humanists re-
sent what they call brain-
washing.

»

Some people will point
out that the recent survey
in “New Society” (Page
One) shows that an over-
whelming number of
parents wish religious
education to continue in
its present form. But
what does thls mean. Is it
a sign of firm Christian
conviction? This is ob-
viously not usually the
case.

Rather, it shows a vague
sentimental attachment to
Bible stories which are
“nice for children” and
“can’t do them any harm.”
Such sentimentality does
harm to Christianity.

The parents have re-
jected the childishness
they connect with
Christ and so will their
children.

The Church cannot sur-
vive effectively by cling-
ing on to artificial situa-
tlons which have little
contact with the spirit and
institutions of today.
There are signs that the
Church is beginning to
see that its real life is to
be found within the
secular life of society and
not in calling upon privi-
lege and tradition to prop
up a rather shaky house
of cards which seems to
have little relevance to
our times.

Trembling

Religious education in
schools is on trembling
foundations. There may
be no public outery for the
abolition of formal re-
ligious education as a
matter of law, but it would
be more honest and ulti-
mately more creative if

be found within the secular

education to continue in its present form...

the C
to this

This
that the

were to work

would not mean
Church had
pulled out. The voice of
Christianity would con-
tinue to be heard through
the witness of committed
Christians within the
schools. There would then
be a greater chance for
Christianity to be seen as
something pervading the
whole of life and not as a
subject learned alongside
others in the classroom,

about which you write
essays and do examina-
tions.

It is the personal in-
fluence of people upon
people which counts in
the spread of the Gospel.
The automatic holding of
R.I. classes, appearing to
place religion in a box
separate from life, rather
clouds this issue. especially
in secondary schools.

Here new experiences
are crowding in wupon
children and new hori-

zons opening before
them. The time at
present given over to
specifically Christian
education could well be
given over to helping
children to examine

these experiences and
assisting them to find a
satisfactory personal
system for themselves,
rather than seeming so
often to offer a tailor
made system which they
see rejected by so many
around them.

As a result of their ex-
periences these young
adults, for that is what in
many ways they are, are
deeply interested in mat-
ters of conduct. morals,
social responsibility and
personal relationships.
Christian, as well as other
constructive, principles
can be applied to these
problems.

It children are to be
equipped to make mature
and not childish choices
for themselves. the Chri
tlan teacher has his con-

tribution to make ... but
so have others. Some
children may wish to

more

part in
this be on

worship; bt
a voluntary an
basis, with
assisted by

Such
Keeping
which opinions and
are forr
The Ct
role as lea
of society, p!
as convictic
in the

without

Afraid
The Church {is afraid
that people will decide

against Christianity, so
folk are denied the oppor-
tunity of making a firm
decision for Christian
faith which honestly takes
into account the realities
of the twentieth century.

This fear probably
lies at the back of the
mind of many wheo

would cling to the

present formal and

statutory basis for re-

ligious education in

schools.

Prepared

Religious education

must be painted on a

broad canvas, starting at
the end of the experience
of the child in the twen-
tieth century and honestly
recognising that there
ARE more interpretations
of experience than the
Christian one. Then there
will be some chance that
youngsters will be pre-
pared for adult choice and
commitment
At the moment it is
perhaps questionable
whether religious educa-
tion prepares them for
anything. It is forgotten,
along with a lot of other
information collected at
school and regarded as
of little wuse for the
business of living.

, Marjorie Moose's
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MUGCERIDGE
DECIDES

LOOK upon the Chris-
tian religion as offer-
ing the only possible
answer to the dilemmas,
individual and collective,
which confront us today.

Im Muggeridge.

s gt By
Instant justice?
t\‘l PPOSING somebody
caught a criminal red-

handed and strung him up

to the nearest lamp-post?

Would that be a bad thing.

1 don’t think so. Suppose,

even, that in some hue-

and-cry a thief or some

other crook got killed. 1

shouldn’t complain.

r Ronald Howe
forn deputy commis-
sioner at Scotland Yard.

THE BIG SPENDERS

T the beginning of each

week a sad little quene
formis of men who want a
“sub” to see them over to
the next pay day. Some-
times their wives turn up
on pay day to make sure
they get enough money
before their hushands blow
it all.

£

HANDICAPPED

that behind

l THINK
successful

many men

Jurk women without whom
they

there
fewer
tions

might even have got
sooner and with far
tiresome complica-
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chatstarters

Being recent quotes which are not necessarily Christian News

views, but which could start useful diseussions.

HOLY LAYMEN

MHE Christian layman today has not learned to

live as a layman out in the world. There is no
recognition of the fact that to be a Christian doctor
or a Christian carpenter is very different from being
a doctor and a Christian or a Christian and a car-
penter. There is a type of layman who is being
clericalised as a minister.

—Alan Walker, British Weekly.

His considerable problem

MADE several attempts to audition English girls
for the job. Absolutely hopeless. English girls
just don’t know how to undress without making it
look indecent, and the whole essence of this adver-
tising was that we wanted to make it look sensual
but not sexy.

Ronald Kirkwood. Advertising man who orga-
nised a campaign for selling toilet soap.

. and his

II‘ you're going to worry about killing women and
kids you'd go crazy in a week. This is a bomber
and you shouldn't fly it if you feel like that.

—An American bomber pilot in Vietnam, quoted

in the Daily Mail.

FACTS OF LIFE

'I‘HE primary duty of the “Daily Mirror” is to tell
the British public the facts of life...the
Mirror is doing its best . ..

The “Daily Mirror,” talking about the

economic Crisis.

Less work if

IF the world wanted to do

it, we could arrange
that by the year A.D. 2000
no one need do more than
three hours’ work a day.
I don’t think that it will
happen so fast as that be-
cause I don’t think we
have the spiritual guts as
a world community.

—Professor Charles
Coulson, Oxford profes-
sor of mathematics.

If less work . ..

( FFER man a future of

Ieisure and you'll find
him more frightened than
he was of a 12-hour day.
There is no fear more
present in the minds of a
large number of hard
working folk than the
dread of having nothing to
do.

Kingsley Martin, in the
New Statesman,

SMOKE
SIGNAL

AM against smoking, but
for the right reason—
that it is an unsavoury,
preventable neurosis—not
for the wrong assumption
that it induzes or increases
coronary arterial disease.
Dr. William Evans,
consulting heart specialist
to the Royal Navy, and
leading national cardio-
logist.
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WHY CONEFESSION ?

Asks Denis Rice

tent,” must
or say the pra
ng the week, the priest AL
e can be wiped It will be noted
lean each Saturday? telling of sins is
RCs do not pay for Con-
sion. They believe that the
1" was paid by Ch

complete the task
by

Confession
to behave as

Doesn’t

«lml
only
Cu:)[rs.\lun.

the
one

element in
Rightly, this
cism of (he
and the st

rucifixion. Confes is
1 to be one of the seven A’ the m(‘: that the
aments

ument is not valid without
incere intentions about the
future, shows the weakness of
the live-as-you-like jibe.

instituted by
i ot

redemption, ar
the

given h to serve
world in God's presence. Submcrged
Confessi not an empty 5

It need su
the adva
are sometim

good thing, i
. Not all priests

submerged, and
have to co-exist with disad-
vantages. The usefulness of
Confession as a source of per-
sonal advice, is often vitiated
by the irritating and irritated

are skilled or
they
and
nfession.
the

the

way

few months ago,
key words of forgiven

, sald - oyeyes, and by the conveyor-
by the priest. were rattled in pep-gttitude of some priests.
unhelpful Latin. Only v The penance is frequently a
gradually is a long heritag thoughtless, M ical, “Say
mistak ieas about Confes- three Our rather

xamined in the
move-
the R.C. Church.

e a meaningtul Con-
fession, a person must fufil

on being r

than a persc y-directed re-
commendation ‘towards a
greater awareness of God and
of humanity. Instead of being
regarded as an increase of

of contemporary
ir

certain conditions rst, there strength, the sacrament is
must be a self-scutiny, or seen as a periodic kettle-
examination of conscience. scrape.

Second, there must be the ad-
mission of sins to a priest.
Third. there must be true sor-
row; this means a sincere in-
on to co-operate with
God's help, to try and avoid
in in the future. Finally. the
person confessing, the “peni-

R.Cs when challenged about
confessing to another human
being, will commonly answer
that the priest represents
.God. It is at this point that 1
can indicate the first of two
developments in R.C. thought
about Confession. The priest,

sentative of
the

in Confes
record

which emphasises membership
of a communit)

against the community of
men. 1 serve God by serving
the community. Pastoral

priests who take this view pro-
pose special parish services on

questioning of the practice of
logical,

grounds, one may doubt
value of weekly queues. Con-

self, An emphasis on regular

s suggested, Is more cor-
thought of as the repre-
the Church, of
people of God. When I
sin, I let down my fellow men;
ion, I am setting my
straight with them.
his view explores Confession
gly, not as a highly in-
alistic bit of personal
ving, but as an act

In sin, I sin

the eve of Confession ‘days.

A second development is the
frequent Confession. On theo-
as well as practical
the

fession is meshed in a sacra-
mental canvas wider than it-

Confession can dull awareness
that every Mass is an occasion
for self-scrutiny, sorrow and
resolve.

R.Cs believe that God
meets men in the sacrament
of Confession. But with new
insights into the meaning of
the Eucharist as the source of
our community, Confession
may be viewed as the excep-
tional meeting place.

Communion must be the
regular meeting place This
more complete context does
not reduce the place of Con-
fession but heightens it.

CINAMATORY

SEX GLUT

UDGING by what I have already seen or heard,
we are about to be startled if not stunned by a
great avalanche of over-sexed movies in which no
bed is left unrumpled, no lascivious avenue un-
explored. To me it looks as though the film makers
are running the risk of outsmarting themselves;
t::ere‘ll be nothing left to reveal; nobody around to
shock.

—Donald Zec: Daily Mirror.

Could this be\normal ?

I AM looking forward to the time when the

average youngster, and parent or employer,
will consider that one or two years of work for the
cause of development, either in a faraway country
or in a depressed area of his own community, is a
normal part of one’s education.

—U Thant.

SPECTACULAR WASTE >

GE’P’I‘]NG photographs of the moon and Mars is

spectacular and exciting; but may it not be an
exciting and spectacular way of wasting a lot of
money and trained intelligence?

—Editorial, Methodist Recorder.

PSORIASIS

@ PSORIASIS forms a white lustrous scale on a reddened area of
skin. Both the scale and skin are always dry unless broken or
brought away “y too much .oratching or combing. In most cases
the reddencd skin 's of normal lemperature and the scale thick
and raised on the skin, especially on the scalp, elbows and knees.
Where the skin is of a finer texture, as on the body, scaling takes
place as thin flakes or a light powder.

@ PSORIASIS may be hereditary, may occur with puberty, may follow
injury exposure, shock or worry, or may be due to faulty nutrition.
ang faulty elimination. It may also be persistent and recurring
;\.r‘::‘ sufterers often despair of ever having a clear and healthy

@ UNDER the Tremol system your own treatment is sneclnlly pre-

pared for you, to suit your 'ndividual needs. You apply the treat-

ment .n the privacy of your own home, without any interference
with your wor% or your pleasure. Sufferers in all walks of life
have applied Tremol Treatment in this way with gratitying
success. Why not you ?

® THINK what a healthy skin means to you. No unsightly scale, no
distressing patches of redness, no rritation and no more embar-
rassmmg anxiety when you are at work or with your friends. With
A healthy slun vou can work with pleasure, you can ioin freely
in sports, -ecreation and social activitics, you can dress with
pridc and share the lrecdom and happiness ot holidays. A new
life is opened out to
Here is the oppor(unily you have sought.
Write today, enclosing 9d. in stamps for
Brochure and full particulars of Tremol
Treatment. Address your letter to—

NATIONAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH LTD.
Enquiry ‘Department 6A,
208 GREAT CLOWES ST., BROUGHTON, MANCHESTER 7

T
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THE NEWSPAPER OF THE ANGLICANS
FREE CHURCHES AND ROMAN CATHOLICS
OF CAVERSHAM

WHAT NEXT ?

THE ANGLICAN Convocations and the Methodist Con-

ference have both, with encouragingly large majorities,
approved the main proposals of the report for re-union be-
tween the two churches. Now it is up to a joint committee
of Anglicans and Methodists to resolve a number of diffi-
culties which have been raised.

In Reading in October it is hoped to launch a Council

of Churches.

But what about us in Caversham?

|

Last year we took the lead in launching this paper, the

first time that Anglicans, Free Church men and Roman
Catholics. had co-operated in such a way.

Now we are about to start an inter-denominational
8cheme of practical help to all in need. |

But news from elsewhere suggests that in many ways we |
in Caversham are lagging behind other parts of England
in the way of inter-Church co-operation.

|
So what else can we do? We may well ask if all our|
separate organisations are really necessary, particularly

youth ones.

Can we not do more in common worship? A glance at the
list of Sunday services published on another page is sober-
ing. Are all those separate services really necessary every
Sunday night? Might not our worship be enriched if it
were not so diffuse? Might not the quality of sermons he
better if fewer were preached but to larger congregations?

At the moment so many of us are so involved in
maintaining the machinery of our own particular con-
gregation that we have little idea of the picture as a
whole. If Anglican-Methodist unity is to he achieved
in the next new years, to say nothing of re-union for
any of the other Churches, then we who live in Caver-
sham have got to begin to break out of our isola-

tionism.

Another week of prayer for Christian unity is not so far
ahead. What further common action will the Holy Spirit
fead us into as a result of our common prayer together?

Circulation
rising
dE Caversham  Bridge
print order is 3,800 and
there is evidence that the
circulation is rising. This
means a minimum reader-
ship figure of 12,000 in
Caversham.® In October we
shall be having a door-to-
door re-canvass of the whole
of Caversham. Our print
order will be 7,000 and
potential readership figures
will be almost doubled at
over 20.000. ADVERTISING
RATES, despite this increase,
will remain at 7s. 6d. a single

column inch PUBLICATION
DATE will be September 24.

FRED WALKER
PHOTOGRAPHER
Child portraits taken in your
home
Telephone
¥, BRIAR CLOY
CAVERSIAM

GENUINE
DOUBT

An important letter
appears this month under
“Post Bag" which may well
express the views of many of
our readers. It is written as

a result of the recent leading |

article  called “Casual

Labourers.” This

it Is now planned to hold an
open discussion group

on
Any who
accept the Christian creed
will be welcome: it would
also be good to have present

find it

a few who find no difficulty |

in maintaining their belief
in the light of modern deve-

lopments Both sides should !

be willing to learn from each
other.

lingness to be frank.

at |
Caversham Rectory at 8 p.m. |
Monday, September 27|
hard to |

No topic is barred— |
the only condition is a wil-
1

contribu- ;
tion is much welcomed, and |

DR.

‘[ R. BRIAN MORRIS, his wife Sandy, and their
children, Lindy and Christopher, will go north
to York soon where Brian will be lecturing at the

University from October.

Not only the priest-in-
charge of St. Barnabas'
but everyone who
knows and all
that he is and has done
will miss him, Sandy
and the children. Brian
been lay reader,
choirmaster, chairman
of stewardship, mem-
ber of the District Com-

Jrian

has

mittee and much else
besides. Sandy is one of
the founders of the
Coftee Pot Club for
young mothers, an
active member of the
Mothers’ Union — and
again—much else be-

sides. Lindy and Chris-
topher have been active

and

enthusiastic mem-
bers of our Sunday
School and congrega-
tion. Our loss will be
York’s gain, but we
hope that we shall see
something of the
Morrises from time to
time — perhaps Brian

looking at us again from
our TV screens! On Sun-
day, October 10, he will
be presenting his second
“Meeting Point” on
B.BC. 1 on the subject
of children 1n need of
help.

Harvest Hymn competition

A number of entries were
received for this competi-
tion but most of the hymns
submitted were on the con-
ventional harvest lines, and
their authors failed to take
any account of the terms of
reference of the competition
—namely the need to have
hymns for harvest relevant
to a community which is
more industrial than agri-
cultural. No hymn reached
the hoped for standard. The

best entry was received {rom
Mr. F. V. Merriman to whom
a book token has been sent

Was there any significance
in the fact that all the en-
tries were from Anglicans?
Anglicans often suppose that

the Free Churches have
something to teach them
about congregational sing-

ing, and it was disappoint-
ing that none of our many
Free Church readers sub-
mitted a hymn

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

RIAN MORRI

Newspapers make

SEPTEMBER is an important month for local newspapers. On September 24

the October edition of the "CAVERSHAM BRIDGE" will be published. This
will mark the first birthday of this newspaper. It will prove not only
“Bridge” has been successful as a means of publishing news of the churches
in an interesting way, but also that this unique experiment of co-operation
between all the churches in Caversham really works

Reading’s “EVENING POST" will be published for the f
tember 14. The Editorial Board and readers of the ““Caversham Bridge” wel
come this new newspaper
the life of Reading by stimulating interest in local affairs and tostering a
real sense of community

We hope it will make a

News

rst time

positive contribution to

that the

on

Photo:

Fred Walker |

Wedding photo of Ber-
nard Trevor Sarfas, of 7,
Balmore Drive, Caver-
sham, and Marie Clzire

Dulac, of Paris, who
were married ot St
Anne's, Caversham,

recently. Bernard Sarfas

SEE THE OCTOBER

EDITION
OF THE

CAVERSHAM
BRIDGE

for

Traffic Problems in

Caversham

is an executive in the and
Ford Motor Company A New Scheme of
and was born in Read- Social Service for
3 ing. Caversham
Have your

WEDDING

PHOTOGRAPH

published in the
“CAVERSHAM
Details from:

The Editor,
The Rectory, Caversham

BRIDGE ”
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Church attendance

Dear Editor,
As you are probably

parishioners of whom
}

know the reason why
olten

I think the answer
doesn't lie with cooking
meals, car rides, visitors

and other distractions
These are excuses and not
If one really
thing, one

a real reason
wants to do a
will find a way somehow
So the answer must be
k doesn’t want

cause one

to.

Lots of reasons in my
and I expect other
people have different ones
However, I think my main
reason can be answered in
word—doubt. I envy

profoundly  those
an unshakable

case,

one
most
who have
faith.
When I do come to a ser-
vice, T think I can
honestly say that I never

aware, 1
you
I don't come to church more

am one of your

write, and you want to

or is it the church's—could
it have been those repeti-
tives services, week after
week, but if my faith was
unwavering (and at one
time it was) then, of
course, it would not
matter where the church
was, who was taking the
service, whether the ser-
mon was good or bad, but
only that I was in the pre-
sence of God.

I have one suggestion to
offer. Do you think it
would be a good idea if
you could run a series
(say perhaps about half a
dozen or so) “Questions
and Answers?” Questions
from you to us, and ques-
tions from us to you? We
should learn a great deal

VOUR 200rsRS

University appeal

Your readers will have seen the advertisement
appealing to householders in Reading and nearby dis-
tricts to provide lodging accommodation for students
in the University.

The need for this arises from the continuation in
the vigorous expansion of the University and the
likely increase in the number of students over and
above those who can be accommodated in new halls of
residence to be built within the next two years.

In fact it is quite certain that this expansion will
continue steadily over the years and that the Univer-
sity will still depend very much on the co-operation of
our fellow citizens in offering to share their homes.

LETTER FROM
COUNCILLOR
BRISTOW

I(A’l‘ll] RUSSELL writing in Natterbox

recently must have been trying to be
provocative in order to create an interest in
local affairs. In this respect she must be
commended.

I agree with her that
Reading, as a town, lacks

| present envisaged, I

o must bear in mind the
many amenities. The | .0 " otired fixed in-
facilities for swimming Comoara 1[)“,0,, paid
nl'l‘lbt be 9ne of the worst ratepayers (which  in-
examples. One could .} g young marvied
also point to the in- couples  with  heavy
sufficient  number of mortgage commitments)
Welfare and: Health " i~ oo the availe
clinics. Youth Centres, ability of professional
Civic Theatre and nur-  <\7 " {5 produce the
ser_vl schoo]sdare also all  Locessary plans
badly needed. 1t is AR S
welcome news that at rc])hx?amn\:cho}lﬁ lLdll)“;ll
long last a new Clinic is E(\ gplanncd \:?thmt(hwg

to be provided in School facts in mind and despite

come away with any of my

1 : % from you and from each
doubts quietened. Yet I 'y . during discussions.
do go to church in a very 2
different way, often going (Name and address
nside and sitting very supplied).
still for several minutes. [
expect you will say I go o
into the church for the
.\'«;:1 w‘mnvy\. ], dnz'\Al Drop us
quite know why 1 do this,
but something draws me £
there A\ quiet period for a Ilne
thinking, a sort of peace
And yet I do not think 1 Everyone turns to
am seeking the God which the correspondence
in my probably extremely columns in a news-
ignorant knowledge of the paper.
subject. I think of as that We welcome letters
of the Christian religion, from readers either
I am someone of whom about the contents of
sure there must be the “Bridge” or about
t s of copies—I was aspects of Caversham
I went to Sunday ¢ life. Send them to the
School in my \‘.m‘-; was Editor at Caversham
confirmed attended Rectory. Reading.
wurch very regul but
dropped away I wonder
It mine—

In doing so they will not only be helping the Uni-
versity and making its immediate task very much
easier, but they will be playing an active part in the
implementation of national plans for the growth of

higher education.
The Lodgings Officer

at the University is always

willing to give information and advice to anyone who

may be considering

this matter,

particularly those

who have not taken students before.

H. R. PITT,
Vice-Chancellor.

S EVENSONG dull? Do
we sit for just about an

hour repeating  parrot
fashion prayers and
hymns, which we don't

really understand, and
listening to a sermon we
would love to discuss with

others?

If other people think
s0, why not change the
pattern of this service?

Any suggestions

Instead have a short ser-
vice with hymns, and the
prayers from our hearts
rather than set ones from
the prayer book, and per-
haps a lively discussion
with the priest instead of
a4 sermon. Any sugges-
tions?

Yours, ete.,
JOAN MOSS.

The Amey Group through its

various companies, produces

sand, gravel, stone, Premix
Concrete, surfacing materials,

industrial flooring, building

blocks and prestressed and

precast concrete products

Ameys

THE AMEY GROUP LIMITED
LOWER WOOTTON . BOAR'S HILL

OXFORD

imedals for swimming,

AROUND CAVERSHAM

We hope to publish a regular column of news items

about people
on the
tarily and w

the work

in Caversham and Mapledurham.,
“Caversham Bridge”
e have no news reporters to send out, we |
| depend on people phoning us up and giving us news.
| Please phone any of the following numbers

As all
is done volun-

if you

know ol interesting items which we should publish:

1703

* *
Eleven-year-old RICHARD

PATEL,
already

of St.
holds

who
silver
has
now gained a gold medal.
Nice work for somebody so
young. Congratulations
Richard — we look forward
to hearing more of your
achievements,

Benet's,
two

* ¥ "

MISS ARGUS, of Chiltern
Nursery School, is leaving
for Bristol to train nursery
infant teachers at St
Mathias' Training College.
Thank you, Miss Argus, for
the six years you have given
us such good service in
Caversham, and our very

72070
| or write to the Editor, the

72864

“Caversham Bridge.”

best wishes for
career.

your future

"~ ~ *

PETER SHOCK attained
his certificate from the In-
stitute of Advanced Driving,
and is the first in the district
to pass this test with a bus.
Congratulations, Peter! It is
zood to know that our child-
ren are safe in your hands.

* * *

After teaching for twenty-
eight years at Caversham
Primary School, MISS ELSIE
HUME retired last term. At
an evening of musical
entertainment presentations
were made to her by past
and present students and
staff. Miss Hume had been
Deputy Headmistress.

Lane, ~Caversham, to an ersonal desire for
take the place of the in- [ ged% e e O B
adequate accommoda- SPCED PIOBRCES, g

tion provided at present
in Weston Mead, Gos-
brook Road. T am sure
the mothers of Caver-
sham will appreciate
this as a step” in the
right direction.

As a Councillor, I have
to take a more respon-
sible attitude than
‘Katie' appears to take
in her comments, And
although I would wish
for a far greater rate of
improvement than is at

must be charitable and
await measures antici-
pated by the government
to alleviate the rate
burden of Local Authori-
ties on this section of the
community by a Rate
Rebate Scheme.

Thank you, ‘Katie’ for

awakening vreaders
thoughts to the prob-

lems of local matters.

R. H. BRISTOW,
Councillor,
Caversham Ward.

Caversham’s famlly

holiday

A SUCCESSFUL family

holiday was held from
August 7—14 at Embley
Park School, near Rom-
sey, in Hampshire
Seventy people enjoyed a
veek’s  unusually  fine
weather. There was swim-
ming, riding, tennis, fish-
ing and lazing in the ex-
tensive grounds of the
school. All ages from nine
months were 1(‘])10\‘“!111 d.
The holiday was organised
by the \n“llmn pdllsh of

Caversham and the Rev.
David Clift was in charge.

Next year’s holiday will
be held at Embley Park
between August 6—13 and

possibly for a second
week, August 14—21.
Please send applications

to the Rev. David Clift. 25,

llkley Road, Caversham,
Tel. 72070.
See photos on page

eight of the “Caversham

l,lldno 2
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31, HARVEYS NURSERIES,

P. J. ALLINSCN

Specialists in decorating and reofing
All house repairs undertaken
PEPPARD RD., CAVERSHAM

Let us make

Vacuum Cleaners
Cookers

Washing Machines
Dish Washers
Refrigerators

Spin Dryers
Kettles

Irons

Toasters

Builders Kitchen Furniture

Domestic

‘ housework a pleasure
WE SUPPLY EVERYTHING FOR YOUR KITCHEN

MODERN KITCHENS

(CAVERSHAM)

23 CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM, READING
TELEPHONE READING 74258

Specialists in Kitchen Planning
and
Eleetrical Supplies.

your

Hair Dryers

Chimes
Fluorescents

Sink Units

Kitchen Units
Water Heaters
Waste Disposal Units
Immersion Heaters
Extractor Fans

Domestic Electrical D stributors

>y



A councillor’'s column |

In future we hope to
include regular articles
from local borough
councillors, This month
COUNCILLOR G.
ROBINSON, of Caver-
sham Ward contributes.
Next month we shall he

hearing from COUN-
CILLOR R. H. BRIS-
TOW.

Councillor
Robinson
writes:

LITTLE WHILE ago the
Lditor rang me and
asked if, as a councillor for
Caversham, I would like to

write a few words for

“Caversham Bridge,” — “On |
any topic you like,” he|
added, so faced with this|

formidable choice 1 lhou;:hl}
it best to start at square one |
and muse on the position in
communily life of the elec-
ted representatives. |

Nowadays, apparently
everyone and everything has
to have an “image,” indeed
it seems that the picture on

the packet is more impor-
tant than what is inside. |
Local government tends to
rather lose oult on this
image business — to many
people the whole set up

appears to  be unutterably
dull and the title “Council-
lor” may conjure up the
thought of a portly pompous
watch - chain infested!
worthy, remole from the
lives of the people who sent
him to the Town Hall. |

However, like other orga- |
nised bodies, councillors and |
aldermen come in every
shape and size, age and pcr~!
sonalily, cloquence and |
taciturnity but all have the |
common bond of hoping |
they are doing their utmosl‘
to make Reading a betler
town. Political faction being
what it is, they can't all be
right about this, bul the!
hope is there all the same.

One of the most impor-
tant duties of a rcprcscnla~1
tive is Lo keep in touch with |
the folk in his Ward and
make sure their intcrcsts!
are guarded and their prob- |
lems ventilated, and this is
where everyone can help.
I'm sure most houscholders
would hate the idea of their
councillor continually
kunocking on the front door
to enquire if there was any-
thing he could do for them,
and as most members of the
council have a living to
make it would be an imposJ
sible task anyway. But what
4 would like — and I'm surc
I speak for most other rep- |
resentatives — is that if an
elector has a problem he!
should get in touch with his
counciilor straight away. It
may be there are quite a lot
of peop in blissful
ignorance of their member’s
name, but this information
can be found at the Town
Hall or in the local directory.

When 1 first went on the
council I was surprised at
the amount of help a coun-
cillor can give his consti-
tuenls on matters within
the realms of loeal govern-
ment But he must be put in
the picture first, and if a
fresh image is to be moulded
for the local representative
let cveryone help by giving
him a chance to show that
he is wuseful as well as
decoraltive.

HE» RNRem ZaH
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ROUND THE CLUBS

The Multiple Sclerosis Society
will be holding a Partner
Bridge Drive, at Mapledurham
Hall, Woodcote Road, Caver-
sham, on Tuesday, September 7,
at 7.30 p.m.

There will be a Garden Party
at Caversham Court on Satur-
day, September 11. It will open
at 230 pm, and there will be
sideshows, entertainments and
refreshments. The proceeds will
g0 to the Reading and District
Branch of the Multiple Sclero-
sis Society. Delails from the
Chairman, Mr. A. F. Compton,
at 73402, or 1, Kelmscott Close.
St. Peter's Avenue, Caversham.

Caversham Heights

Townswomen's Guild

When  Caversham  Heights
Guild held their birthday party
the guests included the Federa-
tion Chairman. Mrs, Cullen, and
the Arts and Crafts Chairman,
Mrs. Morley. Mrs. Culler. cut
the birthday cake, which was
made and iced by Miss V.
Graham.

A prize for the best impromp-
tu story was won by Mrs. Hol-
lick, and one fer an advertise-
ment competition was won by
Mrs. West. The Drama Group.
under the direction ol  Mus.
Idenden, presented an amusing
play called “Continental Cus-
toms,” which. was greatly
enjoyed.

At the recent Floral Art Ex-
hibition, at the Town Hall, tl
Guild entry, arranged by
Freeman, gained third
with 88 per cent. marks

An informal coffee evening,
in place of the August meeting,
was organised so that members
could get to know each other
hetler

z

S,
place

Photo: Fred Walker

Caversham share in
Mapledurham Festival
Some 40 members of

Peter’s wr St Andrew's

churches nt to the St. Mar-

On September 16, a blind

.\pi‘;(\k(‘x‘. Miss lD_' Alic:“(‘r' “‘ll“ garet’s Day Parish Communion
II 2 ln'b‘('ml( - "“_ S, :"_ avteval Mapledurham About 80

{\'l“'lt“r' “r,f‘ml(“‘lﬂo»‘.‘ s people were present including
A :d“: L H.n;l\ P:;b(‘ " < R .‘i some from the Methodist

ROse L e 030 GChurch. At this service the
(Caversham) at 7.30 p.m. on the vicar celebrated Holy Commu-
third Thursday of the month nion facing the cor stion

Visitors. and of course
members, very welcome.

REW altar: the Rector of

reached on the
Mr. Rowe, of St.

over the

Reading Caversham Afternoon

as the organist and |

Townswomen's Guild three Peter’s bellringers

Caversham Afternoon Towns- 00k part in the ringing. The
women’s Guild are very proud music included Patrick Apple-
of one of their members, Mrs. fords “Mass of five Melodies,” |
Jane Featherstone, whose out- 8 setting pub *d by the 20th
standing flower arrangement Century Church Light Music
won for the Guild a competi- Group Refreshments — were
tion held by the Federation at Served ' aflerwards in  the

the Floral Art Exhibition at the Vicarage
Town Hall in July. Later in the
month the heavy storms abated
long enough to enable a suc-
cessful Garden Party, arranged
by Mrs A. Quiller, to take place.

Guild members Mrs.
and Mrs White anised a
Chees¢e and Wine Party
August. the proceeds of w

J. Moore

as a result of which the Dr. were sent, as a second dc
Clarke Fund will benefit by this year. to the R
about £17 10s. Samaritans

sarden Party at Mapledurham

nomi

and
Ju
the party 130 peog
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While the children watch the Pur
the Vicarage Garden Party their

rham's doctor
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PANGBOURNE
Furniture

(Caversham Branch astablishea 32 years)

Estate Agents,

and Valuers

MARKET PLACE,
(Tel 50266 — 24-hour service)

(Tel Reaging 712877)

Aiso at
WORINGHAN
READING

GORING
Sale Rooms

ana ¢
d WOKINGHAM

H WYC

MARTIN & POLE

Auctioneers, Surveyors
READING
4, BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM

OMBY

Fully cquipped workshops inciuing (e
Dyna Vistvn Blectionic engine 1esting ~quipment

TEL READING 11545
CITROEN DISTRIBL TORS
TRILMEPIL DEALERS

SALES SPARES AND SERVICE

Mo T TESTING STATION

atest Crypton

CAVERSHAM MOTORS (1920) LTD.

Bridge Street and Church Street, Caversham

CYRIL H. LOVEGROVE Ltd.

(Incorporating W E Bull & Son)

Funeral Direclors : Monumental Masons

34, Friar Street, Reading

Telephone: 52016 (DAY and NIGHT)

Your nearest Rranch of

Branch Offices at: Phone 7269¢
33, Wokingham Rd.. 3 Sqv ay N e - AT
4igh Street Reading 15 Headley Roao pRObpb(T 51 .y ( l\\ I‘)R\\“.\:“
Qrannagl (WEE B8 800} wogcley Headquarters: Jacksons Cormer Reading
Tel 103 Tel. 52016 Tel Sonninz 35192
-
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Farewell to Youth Club

After ten years Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Cropp are giving up the leadership of St
Peter's Youth Club. It would be difficult to express adequately what St. Peter's:
and a great many young people owe to them for all they have done through
these years. But they give this up only to start a new venture in the autumn with
a Coffee Club for those over the age of 17: which will meet at Toc H. on Friday
nights. The present St. Peter's Youlh Club for the younger age group is heing
reformed and will start under new leadership in the autumn.

The photograph shows Mr. and Mrs. Cropp Ssurrounded by a group of club mem-

bers on their last night at Balmore Hall.

Conf

“The saddest book in
the parish” was how
Canon Alan Watts des-
cribed the confirmation
register when he spoke
recently at the Diocesan
Conference. Perhaps we
have made confirmation
too easy in the Church of
England. Certainly there
are signs in the Church
that much re-thinking
needs to be done. All can-
didates who hope to be
presented at December
must have shown by then

Theve is just time for
to join one of the
Anglican confirmation
groups that are now start-
ing through the parish.
The confirmation will be
held before Christmas and
preparation is starting
early in September.
Names at once please to
any of the clergy, and
adults should come to a
preliminary meeting in
Caversham Rectory at 8
p.m. on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 1.

vou

rmation —
just time

St. Peter’s

Scouts

T IS HOPED that war-
| = rants for the new St.
Peter’s Scouters will be
presented at the Parish
Communion on Sunday,
September 12 at 9.15 a.m.
So at this Church parade

Leaders

good a turnout by Scouts
and Cubs as we have
come to expect but all
their parents as well.

On Wednesday, Septem-
ber 15 a parents evening
takes place in Balmore
Hall, and this will be an
opportunity for them to
see what their sons got up
to at the summer camp at
Coombe Martin our
film unit will be showing
their latest “‘release.”

as

h, ANY young

people from

; : avershs jill be
Photo: Fred Walker Caversham will b

leaving this month to
go to universities and
colleges all over the
country. Some will be
going overseas to help
international volun-
tary organisations.
We give them our
very best wishes for a
successful and happy
|| year and we hope to
publish news of them
in future editions.

T last year's Diocesan

Youth Festival the St.
Andrew's Teens-to-Twen-
ties Club won more prizes
than any other club in the
Diocese of Oxford. This
year the Teens-to-Twen-
ties did not even attend
the Diocesan Festival. The
number of those belonging
to the club last year was
150, of whom about 80

that they really can come
regularly to Church each |
Sunday morning at 9.15
a.m. at one or-other of the
churches in the parish. Rc«'
member that coming to a

C“l}hl‘mﬂlmn group| would turn up each week.
neither commits the per-| This year attendances
son concerned to confir-| have fallen by 50 per cent.

The reason for this

mation at this stage — nor
does it commit the clergy |
to presenting him — an
individual decision is only
reached shortly before
the actual day of confir-
mation. 1

sharp decline is not lack
of money. Neither is it
| lack of facilities or lack of
| enthusiasm among mem-
bers.

It is lack of leaders.

CENTRAL HEATING
INSTALLATION

Appointed by:-
National Coal Board
Shell-Mex B.P. Lld.
Southern Gas Board
Powell-Dufiryn Healing
Thomas Poltlerton, ele., elc.

W. O. Nicholls Ltd.

82, Blenheim Road,

Caversham. 72013

Haslam & Son

House, Land and Estate Agents
Auctioneers Valuers

38c CHURCH STREET : CAVERSHAM
TELEPHONE: READING 72325 )

also at 156 Friar Streel. Reading Telephone, 54271/2
77 Oxford Road. Reading Telephone 53739

we hope to see not only as

YOUTH

The Teens-to-Twenties

English
Businessmen

Little men in bowler hats,
With glasses and moustaches,
| Hurry up and down the street,

| Ignoring other classes.
[

The office is their one main thought —
That and the train they might have caught
If little Mary, David and Mabel

| Had not upset the brealfast table.

... The wmbrella was there allright

But the brief case, carefully closed last night,
Was in a most disgusting state —

Impossible to carry to a luncheon date!

Little men in bowler hats,
With glasses and moustaches,
Really lead a hectic life
Forgetting how time passes ....

| Did Miss Cook type the letter right
'Or were the contents rather trite?

And was the meeting fixed for ten
Or had she got it wrong again?

They really appear to live two lives,

One at the office and one with their wives.

It just can’t be imagined the worry they bear
So it's not surprising they're losing their hair.

That is why these little men,
With glasses and moustaches,
Huwrry up and down the street,

Ignoring all other classes.
ROSEMARY MILLER.

This poem was recently broadcast on the radio
during a Schools’ Programme. Rosemary, who is fif-
teen years old, is a memfer of the Baptist Young
Peoples’ Fellowship and attends Westwood School.

CLUB DECLINE

municant member of the
Church of England and

are organised by Daphne
and Jim Scott-Robinson.

Until recently they had aged 25 or over.

four assistants. Now they Hitherto young people
have none. One g0t of a]] ages and denomina-
married, two moved away, tjons have come to the
and a fourth gave up be-  Teens-to-Twenties  Club

cause of his work. In addi-
tion, a third child has been
born to Mrs. Scott-Robin-
son, which means that her

from every part of Caver-
sham. In addition to the
more traditional occupa-
tions of such a club. past

contribution to the club activities have Included
must be restricted. collecting for OXFAM at
There is a desperate race meetings, visiting the

skating rink at Richmond
and enterink the Wargrave
and Shiplake regatta.

need for leaders. What
about you? Even if you
could only devote one Fri-

day evening a month to If you are willing to
helping with this work, help or would like further
such an offer would be details please contact Mr.
gratefully accepted. All and Mrs. Scott-Robinson
that is required is that at 79, Woodcote Road, Tel.

T3728.

you should become a com-

ELLIOTTS OF READING

employ fine craftsmen on
HIGH QUALITY JOINERY
AND SHOPFITTING

Applications for employment are invited from
Joiners, Wood-working
Machinists and Fitters/Sheet
Metal Workers

PERMANENT POSITIONS — 5 DAY WEEK
WEEKLY BONUS AND ABILITY PAYMLNTS
cAa EN FACILITILS, ETC.
Apply to Works Superintendent, Samuel Elliott & John
P. White (Reading) Ltd., Gosbrook Road, Cayersham.
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TODDLERS PLAYGROUPS

THERE ARE several pre-school Play-

groups for children in Caversham.
They have been started mainly to help
children learn to mix with other
children and to play together in an
imaginative way before they go to school.
Mums who are new to the area also have
an opportunity to meet other mums.

Another aim of these playgroups is fo
give hard-pressed mothers time to get a
badly needed haircut or do some shopping.
Although these play-mornings are run by
the churches, anyone is welcome to use
them. Voluntary help is used to run the
playgroups — where possible, qualified
nursery teachers are in charge.

BABYSITTING

by responsible

FREE AFTERNOONS
FOR MOTHER

|
[
teenagers ‘ )
o Let young people sit in with
unhl your children, or take them
| Jout for walks in the alter-
approx. 11.30 p.m. ’ noons.
To make use of this voluntear
Phone: 74549 or service, contact the Rev. D.
71124 Clift, 25, llkley Road, Tel,
72070.

Two days’ notice preferred
A Youth Stewardship

Also ‘“home help " service in

| time of illness.
project '

- St. Peter’s
Hill School

CAVERSHAM

Reading 72276

Senior, Preparatory, and Kindergarten
School for Girls
Boys to eight years

Principals: Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Ratliffe

| two

| tion

| the

Fred Walker, our photographer, went round

the playgroups and caught these happy

photos—a tea party in progress at Balmore

Hall and coming down the slide in St.
Andrew’s Hall.

PLAYGROUP TIMES

Wednesday—St. Andrew’s Young Wives' Playgroup
St. Andrew’s Hall, 9.30 to 11.30 a.m.

Wednesday—Toddlers” Club. Caversham Heights
Methodist Church Hall, 9.30 to 12 noon
(Ages 1—95).

Wednesday—St. Anne's Marian Group. West Memorial

Hall, 9.30—11.30 a.m. (2% to 5 years).
Thursday —St. Peter’s Wives' Playgroup. Balmore
. Hall, 9.15—11.30 a.m. (Ages 1—5).

ST. ANNE'S MARIAN GRGCUP

NCE AGAIN we would like shall see Canon Robinson’s film

to extend a welcome to all on Brittany For details of
interested women, married or other meetings see the News
single, to join us in the Marian Letter,

Some of our members have
attended coffee parties to meet
ladies of the other churches,
and there will be more such
meetings in the future. The
sewing section continues to
meet on the 4th Thursday of
the month and welcomes new
people.

The chiidren’s playgroup.
which is closed for the school
holidays, will re-open on Sep-
tember 8, and continue to meet
on Wednesday (not Friday)
mornings 9.30 to 11.30 in a room
in West Memorial Hall. This is
for members’' children aged :
—5 years. We would like
another qualified nurse or
teacher to help occasionally
with the supervision work. For
further information contact
Margaret Steel 71437.

Group activities. This is a
group of young women of St.
Anne's Parish. Over ‘he past
months we have held a
children’s clothing exchange;
met to discuss the parents’ role
in education, and the apparent
conflict between science and
religion; seen two films on the
problem of children in hos-
pital, and had the kiss of life
demonstrated. We shall re-
sume fortnightly meetings in
September and have two joint
meetings planned with other
parishes. On September 21, at
7.30 pm. we shall be visiting
Gas Showrooms. Friar
Street, for a cookery demonstra-
with the "Wives" of St.
Peter’s Parish, and on October
19 with the ladies of St. John's
'\nd Caversham Methodists, we
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You will find on this
page a list of Play
Group Times. Does the same
thing strike you ahout this
list as it does me? Three of
the groups are arranged for

a Wednesday morning. A :
little short-sighted, surely? Don't forget send
With some re-arranging your egg recipes for
there could be a playgroup (7€ competitior ch
in Caversham on four weck- @Ppeared L : t
days out of five, instead of €¢ition s90 5 The 1
only two. Is there any @M exiending y
chance of the playgroup ¢afe to August

organisers getting together '©107 7§ Of 1

ber on to jo

and discussing this?

are prizes of

The Government’'s 1sbury’s gift

actions in making most interes
house mortgages more diffi- e €go r¢ >
cult to come by is particu- n to me A%
larly hard on those families an
who have already changed UL -
jobs but not moved house. Katie Russell
But perhaps it will have a s
good effect as well. People
may decide to stay put in-
stead of moving. I hope so! SELL IT
I'm fed up with finding new THROUGH US
friends round the COIMer |apy enquiries tor advertising
only to discover that next |space n this paper should be
month they're moving off to ﬂdﬂ'c:;w" losex;nan: Rr::;-
Exeter, California or Shef- |[&reaves. il. B t
field. If you're a bit shy, SRR N S
trying to be a friendly

neighbour c¢an be a strain
with all this moving around
In my road — not untypical

When you've read

in Caversham — over half “

the houses have changed your caverSham

hands in two years. Quite a - . .

lot of new faces to get to B"dge pass it on
'% Al -

SHow: to a neighbour,
Perhaps the new Caver- 3 4

sham Social Service scheme friend or relative.

will help people feel less re-
served about getting to

DOWLING PROPERTIES
LIMITED

PROSPECT HOUSE,
PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM.

Tel. Reading 74428

Estate Agents
Insurance & Mortgage Brokers

) ‘atter holiday’

.®cleaning to us

~for work and for school !

THE
)
READING CAVERSHAM

ZUH

CENTRAL BRANCH — 2, CROSS STREET
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T. C. CHAPMAN (Builders) LTD.
Phone: KIDMORE END 2243

We built St. Andrew’s Hall

Worth finding
PLATTS The Family Grocers
GOSBROOK ROAD, DONKIN HILL,

CAVERSHAM. Phone 72175

CURIAINS PELMETS

Tohn Kitcher & Son Lid.

’a. CHUR(H ROAD CAVERSHAM [lelephone 12306
FITTED CARPETS LOOSE COVERS

TOAST AT THE—

OLD AMETHYST
WEST STREET. READING
No music

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A. H. WHITE J. E. HOPE ||

N.AFD

Grove Reading Mill Lane Reading
rel 55988

Night lel 53921

HAFEL

MEMORIALS EMBALMINGC CREMATIONS

VANDERPUMP AND WELLBELOVE
(ano Wellesiey -Smuth  ans  Co.)
Asctloneers ant Estate Agents Surveyors and
10 PRUSPLCT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel 74530
also At
Reading. and Panghourne ang Wallinglora Berks

Valuer

i Stal op Roao

VACUUM CHIMNEY SWEEP
Hrushes, <lc. useq
Ummy [: Beech NU-VAC 3WEEP
J (Registered)
Electrica Contractor 135, Sherwooo Stree!
» GHESTEH STREET Reading
GAVERSHAM (near the Barracks)
Pelennare Reading 12247 Tel. Reading 53144
G AGAR

| T met

| vities,

| brook Road

| activities,

'Prcﬁie

Photo: Fred Walker

Three gonerations of the Moss family. Mrs. Moss, her
on, John and her granddaughter, danet,

MRS. MOSS

]) AR MOSSIE”

first heard her described,
and often repeated, long before
her. Mind you, if I'd
realised that Mrs. Moss was the
lady who, in
W the bell and
handing out f er books, had
given me such a welcoming
smile on my odd visits to "St.
John's Church, T wouldn’t have
been surprised at the descrips
tion.,

was how I

Not
Mrs

that I got much out of
Moss aboul her own acti-

BY ROVING
REPORTER

when I called oun her
recently at her home in Gos-
Anxious to tell me
how kind everyvbody was and to
talk about the cheque and en-
graved book given to her on
her retirement in 1964, after 30
years' service looking after St
John's verger, all she would
say about herself was that she
“hadn’t done very much really.”
However, it wasn't difficult to
find others ouly too willing to
tell of her many and varied
of her care for the
church, the fittings and the
vestments, of how she coped
single-handed with floods and
cleared away the snow up the
church  path They  were
anxious, 100, Lo tell of her, won-
derful outlook and personality,
of how she was always ready
to help anybody, and how her
smile often brought people back
again and again to St. John's.
Clergy coming new to the area
have found her a strong sup-
port particularly in their early
days, and & mine of useful in-

fory
lo add
without any trace of
might be called gossip.

what

Even now, when she thinks
she has retired, she is of in-
valuable use, for not only does
she hold the keys of the church
but she still assists at weddings
and her home is a collecting
point for “Caversham Bridge”
subscriptions.

Mrs. Moss, who came to

ation which, they are swift |
was always entirely |

Reading when she married, had |

three sons and a daughter. One |
son lost during the wz\r.f
while another lives in Wood

Green, where, true to the family
tradition of public service, he
recently sérved. a term as
Mayor. Her other son, who re-
turned to Reading with his
wife after working for one of
Dr. Barnardo's homes, is highly
involved in the life of the
church, havirig been a sidesman
for nearly three years and
served on various committees.
His wife, Joan, devotes all her
spare time to church activities
and is, lke her mother-in-law,
rapidly becoming known as one
to whom anybody can turn for
help. Their two teenage daugh-
ters are involved in the choir,
the youth clubs and the delivery
of “Caversham Bridge,” and
though Ruth, aged two. is only
old enough to be a member of
the creche. it would be wrong
to leave her out, for she will
find it difficult not to get in-

volved., too. when she gets
older. >
Mrs, Moss certainly started

something all those years ago,
when she became verger, and
St. John’s and the district
would have been a great deal
poorer without the Moss family,
clergy and laity alike have
reason to be grateful for the
lucky chance that brought her
to the district !

PARISH NEWS

ST. ANDREW'S

The St. Andrew's Sun-
day School reopens on
Sunday, September 12,

The Harvest Supper will
take place this year on
Saturday, September 18, at
7.30 p.m. Tickets, price 3s.
6d. The Harvest Festival
will be Sunday, September
19, when the preacher at
Evensong will be The Rev.
Eric  Wood, Viecar of
Mapledurham.

There will be no Public
Baptism during this
month.

ST. BARNABAS

The COFFEE POT will
meet, after the summer
recess, on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 7, at 8 p.m. at St.
Barnabas' House.

The MOTHERS' UNION
will meet in Church for a
Service to mark the open-
ing of their new Session,
at 2.30 p.m. on Wednesday,
September 15.

ST. JOHN'S

DEOPLE HAVE ASKED,

“What is ‘No Small
Change’ about?"” At a
conference In Canada in
1963 the leaders of all the
different parts of the
Anglican Communion (the
family of independent off-
shoots of the Church of
England, in Africa,
America, Australia, India
and elsewhere) agreed to
plan a course in which all

their members would be
asked to think out what
they thought God was

calling the Church to do.
“*No Small Change” is the

course prepared for the
Church of England. The
Bishops asked all the

different Churches to do
this course. They recom-
mended that it should be
run by the Laity and asked
every member of the dif-
ferent congregations to
take part.

“No Small Change™ asks
us a number of leading
practical questions about
what we believe God wants
Christians and Churches
to be doing in district and
parish, in town and
nation, with neighbouring
parishes and other de-
nominations, with the
Church overseas and so on,
It asks how far we are re-
ceiving help and training
to do these things: and to
compare what we think
the Church should do, with
what it actually is doing:
and then to work out to-
gether how we can serve
God better.

The main work will be
done informally in groups
of six or seven people
meeting for the most part
for coffee in one another's
homes. To help us we have
been supplied with leading

questions, film  strips,
records, suggestions for
sermons, Bible Readings

we can do together and
prayers for use in Church,
Amongst other things it is
suggested we build up an
exhibition. The course
itself lasts about six weeks,
the groups meeting one
evening a week. In the
last meeting there will be
opportunity for the differ-
ent groups to pool their
recommendations and to
discuss whalt we should do
in the future.

We have been making
steady headway In ow

preparations for “No Small
Change.” The orlginal
group who tested It on
themselves in June and
July found it very helpful
and recommended that
provided we made some
small changes to adapt it
to St. John's, we could use
it with great profit and
pleasure this autumn.
The small working parly
they set up has been at
work revising it. At the
end of July, at a parochial
conference we found that
only St. John's felt ready
toke carry L iteont this
autumn, the other three
districts wanted more time
to make preparations and
have decided to wait until
the new year. We have
invited them to send
observers to join us this
autumn, and we hope
some representatives from
the other denominations
will join us too.

During September a
further group of potential

leaders are going to go
through “No Small
Change,” together; there

will be a break for two or
three weeks during which
they will be inviting people
to take part in “No Small
Change,” which will begin
probably during the week
beginning October 25. This
will give the group leaders
a short break, and will
allow us to deal with the
sale.

ADVANCE NOTICE

The Autumn Sale will be
held on Oc¢ ¢ r 23 in St.
John's Hall. Mrs. G. S.
Gillett has very kindly
said she will organise this
for us. So get working
with your needles and
bottling and jam jars!

_ ST. PETER'S

The Harvest Supper on
Tuesday, September 21 al
8 p.m. is the first event in

the Social Committee's
programme for the
autumn. Tickets are now

available from members of
the committee.

The Mothers' Union be-
gin their new season by
worshipping together at
the celebration of Holy
Communion at 9.30 a.m.
on Thursday, September
16. CofTee and discussion
follows in the Rectory.

SAINTS DAYS
SEPTEMBER

St. Matthew's Day —
Tuesday, September 21,
Holy Communion 7 a.m.
and 7 pm. (Harvest sup-
per follows).

St. Michael's Day—Wed-
nesday, September 29,

Holy Communion 8 p.m.

Farewell, It was diffi-
cult to realise that when
the children of Treetops
took part in the offertory
procession at the Parish
Communion on July 18
that this would be the last
time, and Mr. and Mrs.
Pick and Stephen have
now moved to their new
home at Four Winds, 3.
Heol-Cae-Rhys, Rhiwbina,
Cardiff. There can have
been few local authority
homes which had such a
wonderful atmosphere and
where the co-operation be-
tween the local authorities
and the parish church
worked so happlly.
Caversham will miss them.

IN
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Ta"(ing Point

By
Raymond
Hutchinson

stand his reluctance to be dishonest and will cope accordingly.

Every week thousands of
our departed fellow-
citizens are cremated or
buried according to reli-
gious rites although in
their lifetime they pro-
fessed no interest in either
God or his Church. Ad-
mittedly they are usually
“despatched” in a religious
ceremony because they
left no instructions to the
contrary and because rela-
tives and friends feel
that it is not quite nice
that they should be buried
or cremated without a
parson of some sort or
because they look upon a
religious ceremony as hav-
ing some sort of insurance
value for the departed.

The idea that Christian
ceremonies in a no-longer
Christian country are per-
quisites of anyone who
wants to claim them dies
hard—very hard ! Perhaps
the fact that I personally
have served a spell as a
mission-priest in a country
that was avowedly secular
in constitution and non-
Christian in the religious
affiliations of the vast
majority of its citizens
helps me to see things in
too clear relief. Certainly
neither mnon - Christians
nor apostates would have
ed me to perform reli-
ous functions for them
in my capacity as a

Christian priest. I can-
not help feeling that we
are carrying the English

genius for compromise and
illogicality too far when
we say in so many words
that it doesn’t really mat-
ter whether pcople are
professedly Christian or
not: we will still baptise

AND WHEN
| DIE...

UITE recently | heard of a man who had left instructions to his executors that when he
died he should be cremated without any religious ceremony at all. He was a HUMANIST
and as such had no belief in God or the after-life and consequently thought that it would be
hypocritical to be cremated in the same way as thousands of his fellow - countrymen each
year—with the attendance of a priest or minister-of-religion. | admire that man very much.
Although by now he will have been disabused of his disbelief in God | feel that God will under-

their children in Church
—still  marry them in
Church — still bury them
as if they had departed in
the faith and fear of God.

I am painfully aware
that what I write is much
more true of the dear old
Church of England than
of the Roman Catholic or
Free Churches, and I must
crave the patience (and
the prayers) of our non-
Anglican readers if I air a
problem which Is not such
a pressing one for them.
They have not the some-

times rather dubious
privilege of being the
“established” church of

our land—in a seventeenth
century way in a twentieth
century world.

What to do
would surely be more
logical, more honest, to
have a secular oflicial who
could officiate at burials
or cremations — of those
many people who are at
present buried or cremated
according to Christian
rites whilst never having
been professedly Christian.
We have the Registry
Office for secular wed-
dings—why not an equiva-
lent provision for burials
or cremations ? We—the
Church — Christians —

then? It

cannot hope to impress
people with the validity
of our claims — or, more

importantly, the claims of
Christ—unless and until
we take a long, cool,
honest look at yet another
of the anomalies of our
post-Christian age — the
present, meaningless
assembly line routine for
death.

lin the Primary Schools

St. Anne’

I AST SUMMER TERM at St.
-4 Anne’s School was marked
by several social occasions.

The School Choir participated
Music
Festival at the Town Hall

A big contingent of competi-
tors and spectators attended
the Area Primary School Sports
held at Emmer Green. In spite

| of interruption by rain storms,
| an

interesling afternoon was
spent thanks to the hard work
| of “the organisers.

On June 30 the School Sports
were held. This was quite an
occasion because it was the first
time that the school playing
field was used. The many
parents who came enjoyed a
very pleasant afternoon sur-
prisingly rain-free. winners
points were credited to their
Houses, Red, Yellow or Blue
and both Junior and Infant
House Cups were won by Yel-
low House. The afternoon was

rounded oft by popular
Parents’ Races in which Mrs.
Jennin 1d, to loud cheering
from the school. Mr. Hughes,
the Sportsmaster, were vic-

afternoon

torious.

The whole

Mr.

orgal y Hughes and
his helpers. who deserve hearty
congratt ons

On Prize Day, Mrs. Tq
school 1 ger, pre
prizes and ¢ ficates a
mony held in the School H
Apart the ¢
wwards following

Trophics were presented:

House Cups Infants and
Yellow House.
Cricket Cup: Paul

Swimmn

Cup: Mary Clark.
Best All-Roiind Athletes.
Yellow House, Paul Power.

s School

Red House, Karen Yurgiel
Biue House, Stewart Watt.

B. League Primary Schools
Football Cup.
Twenly-four

Lifi

Swimming Cer-
cates were also won and this
is satisfactory in view of the
organising difficulties and bad
weather

Several children entered for
Cycling Proficiency Certificates,

but these have not yet been
announced.
The Third Year Girls'

Rounders’ Team were Stccess-
ful in the Rounders’ Rally.

Class VI spent the June 29
holiday ~at the Challenge 65
Exhibition at Earls Court, and
Class V went to Kew Gardens
for a day

Finally, to those children, in-
cluding 18 Grammar and Selec-
tive Schools, who are leaving
this summer we wish God speed
and happines We hope the
they will carry away happy
memories of their years at St.
Anne’s.

ST. BENET'S
CHURCH OF ENGLAND
CHILDREN'S SOCIITY

HOME

GARDEN PARTY

Saturday, September 4
2306 p.m.
Covered accommodation
wet

SALVATION ARMY
STALLS

MODEL RAILWAY

PONY RIDE
SIDESHOWS

EAND

Proceeds inaid of St Benel's

St. Peter's Bellringers,
three of whom helped at
the Mapledurham Festival.

Photo: Fred Walker

CAVERSHAM ERIDGE

EPTEMBER, 1965— SEVEN

ADULT EDUCATION
CENTRE

LL who attended the
successful  courses
last year at the Caver-
sham Adult Evening
Centre, will be glad to
know that the same lec-
turer, Mr. R. H. Ding-
wall, is giving a further
course this coming
winter, beginning on
Tuesday, September 21,
at 7.30 p.m.
The subject this year
is “Christianity — Past

and Present,” dealing
with an assessment of
Christianity I

its relation
reli
will also deal
problems of
rary beliefs
cism in rela
teachings of
Fuller detz
obtained from
Kent,
Road
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When you've read your “Caversham
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CHURCH SCHOOLS MAY
LOOK LIKE A WASTE

OF TIME AND MONEY

BUT .....

by Geoffrey Brown

PEOPLE often criticise the Church for not being practical, yet many men
and women in this country would never have learned to read or write if |
it had not been for the initiatives taken by the Church in the field of educa- |

tion.

That people should be
educated and taught how
1o use the mind that God

r____
{ fair to leave the matter there.

For one thing there are two
types of Church school, con-

gave them was the con-|trolled and aided, and only the

fcern of the Church long
before it was the concern
of the State.

In this country the Church
started its first school in
Canterbury in 598. The first
board school was not built until
1870 and it was not until 1902
that the Government assumed
responsibility for secondary as
well as elementary education.
Few people realise that as com-
paratively recently as 1895 there
were 70,000 more children
in C. of E. schools alone than
in all the state schools put to-
gether.

Many people who have risen
from humble backgrounds to
positions of great importance
in this country could never
have done so without the edu-

cation that the Church gave
them,
It is also worth mentioning

that in the realm of grammar
and public schools the Church
has played a prominent part.
Christians, in this field at any
rale, can be proud of the past.

The past, however, is past,
and it is always dangerous to
make too much of it. Today
the State is fully aware of its
responsibilities. Education is
compulsory for all and those
who wish to go to universities
are not prevented from doing so
by their lack of money.

‘What the Church started the
State took over and developed,
and many people wonder if
Church schools any longer serve
a useful purpose. On the face of
it it might well seem that
Church schools are a waste of
time.

If the Stale is willing to
shoulder all the responsibilities
for educating the young, why
should Christians continue to
spend their money in this direc-
tion when there are so many
other good causes which the
State is not so willing to sup-
port?

The answer is summed up in
the word “influence.” Suppor-
ters of Church schools argue
that education is not necessarily
Christian education, and that
in spite of the 1944 Education
Act's provision for rcligious in-
struction and worship in all
schools, Christian influence can
only be GUARANTEED in
Church schools.

Illegal

It is illegal for a teacher in a
State school to be questioned
about his or her religious beliel
when appointed, whereas the
teachers in  Church aided
schools are appointed by
managers, the majority of
whom are church members, and
all of whom are entitled to
examine the religious beliefs of
the applicants,

From the Christian point of
view this would seem to be a
elinching argument, but for
many reasons it would be un-

aided school
to have a

managers of an
can be assumed
Christian majority.

After the Education Act of
1944 the main bodies concerned
with Church schools, which
meant almost entirely Roman
Catholics and Anglicans, were
given a choice. They could
either become the entire
responsibility of the State but
with the right retained by the
Christian denomination con-
cerned of specific denomina-
tional teaching and representa-
tion on the management, or
they could put up a percentage
of the money required for
building and maintenance and
have the additional privilege of
appointing staff through
managers who were mainly
church representatives.

The first type of school was
to be known as a controlled
school, and the second as an
aided school. Now it is only in
an aided school that Christian
teachers and therefore Chris-
tian influence can be GUARAN-
TEED.

Why should

we spend our

money on

schools when

the state shuns

so many other

good causes?

It is possible that in spite of
denominational privilege in a
controlled school, stafl could be
appointed who were apathetic
to, or even anti the Christian
faith,

It is for this reason that the
R.C. Church has run into enor-
mous debt in order to achieve
aided status for her old and
new schools, and why the
Anglican Church has been
criticised in so many quarters
for allowing a large number of
Church of England schools to
become controlled.

Better

Two vital questions, however,
must be asked. Is the Church
school better than the State
school? And from the Christian
peoint of view is an aided school

i sible for a state

'S bellor !hnn a controlled

al
school?

Generalisations are always
dangerous. Of course it is pos-
school which
has an enlightened Christian
staff to wield a better in-
fluence than a Church school
stafled by narrow - minded
bigots, but nevertheless there
must be a case f{or assuming
that Christian influence is
more likely in a Church school;
certainly from a specifically
doctrinal point of view.

Guarantee

When, however, one comes to
consider the relative value of
the two types of Church school
it could be too readily assumed
that the aided school is better
than the controlled school. Of
course the aided school has the

advantage of being able to
guarantee a Christian stafl. But |
there is a danger in this. Tt is
posible for extremists to take
control and make what many
would consider the wrong kind

of religious teaching the
dominant pattern in the life of

the school., and this with no
controls m the secular world

There is also the possibility
of the aided school which is
only catering for the educa-
tion of those of a particular
denomination being cut off
from the main stream of he
educational world and becom-
ing a kind of ghetto.

In the experience of many
people it has been found that
although the contrelled school
is not able to guarantee Chris-
tian teachers, the fact is that
very few atheists or even agnos-
ties apply for teaching posts n
them. The right kind of con-
trolled school provides the ideal
balance beiween the religious
and secular, with the one con-
stantly influencing the other. It
provides a good ecumenical
atmosphere because many of
the teachers will not belong to
the specific denomination of
the school. The managers will
be strengthened rather than
weakened by the representa-
tives of the local authority who
are not always, and in my ex-
perience very rarely, opposed to
the Church,

Awareness

There is no doubt a case to
be .made for the retention of
Church schools. Many people
with experience of church and
state schools have expressed an
awareness of a better atmo-
sphere. Of course that is not
always the case. I know of
state schools where the same
atmosphere prevails. But also
one is aware of state schoois
where it does not.

The Church school ought. at
any rate, to guarantee the right
kind of Christian background,
but whether it should be pro-
vided by the aided or the con- |
trolled school will always be a
matter for argument.

NATIONAL

“Children should not be indoctrinated ....”

TO THOSE
STRONG
TIONAL AND DO
LEANINGS THE
SCHOOL  WILL
BE NECES RY.

WITH
DENOMINA-
“TRINAL

AIDED
ALWAYS
FOR

THOSE WHO NEED TO SEE

' END R.L

. CALL
|

The

ASSOK

Humanist
I
Educ

THE RIGHT AND PROPER
BALANCE BETWEEN THE
RELIGIOUS AND  THE|
SECULAR THE  CON-
TROLLED SCHOOL HAS
ADVANTAGE. IT IS AN
ARGUMENT THAT WILL

GO ON FOR EVER . .,

Howlers
on all
subjects

It isn’t just
gious Instruction that
children make odd
assumptions. These
howlers are from a
recent set af examina-
tion papers in a\ sub-
jects:

in Reli-

The Hindus live
under the chaste
system.

Digestion starts on

the plate when you cut
it up.

Opaqgue is an angle
which is on its side.

Salt makes the freez-
ing point lower, so that
when it freezes it
doesn’'t and the ice on
the slide is water.

A pessimist is a spray
for killing insects.

Mabel has a density
of 2.5,

Mercury is the only
solid which is liquid.

indoctrination™ in
| The chairman of the
| tion, Mr. Don Ei
| in Hornchurch,
1 aim of the yup
mutual s .p port
humanist teache to
revision of the E t
and to replace relig

on in schools by a

pproach to moral pro
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Pretence
about faith
is plain

bad-
ETON HEAD

IT is increasingly the
“new rich” who are
sending their sons to
fee-paying schools, Mr.
A. Chenevix - Trench,
headmaster of Eton Col-
lege, said in Oxford.
Speaking at the Modern
Churchmen’s Conference
at Somerville College, he
said: “It is the new indus-
trialists, the new techno-
crat, the new financier
who, attracted by smaller
classes, devoted teaching,
and sometimes by hoard-
ing, is sending his son to a
fee-paying school.
“Many of these
clients are a great deal
less sympathetic and a
great deal more indifferent
to Christianity and to the
Church than were the
parents of a previous
generation. It is their sons
whom the independent
schools—so many of them
specially Christian founda-
tions—must attempt to in-
troduce to the Christian
faith.”
Great change
There had heen a great
change in the climate of
opinion among the boys
themselves. It was now
quite respectable to be an
atheist at a public school.

‘new’

“Changing too is the
attitude of the school
authorities. Perhaps the
bhiggest advance is the
abandonment in most
schools of that tacit
assumption, so prevalent

hefore, that of course all
the dear hoys are really
Christians by belief, and
that their doubts and dis-
beliefs should be tolerated
in a good humoured way
as a kind of adoiescent
growing pain.

“An assumption so in-
sulting to the integrity
and honesty of a young
character would be noth-
ing but damaging and
damaging it was and is.
The sooner it is as obsolete
as the dodo the better.

“On the way out too is
the palpably absurd
assumption that all the
masters, at least, are
Christians. They aren't
and the boys know it.
Here, as everywhere, pre-
tence is plain bad.”

Most half-believe

\CLORDI\G to Mr. C. Edwit

at Birmingham Universi
form boys and 39 per ce
their belief in God
Perhaps that is rather le
\KHHII\ ant than t fact
only eight per un' of boy
|one per cent. of girls are in a
state of complete unbelief. That
leaves 73 per cent. of boys and
60 per cent. of girls who are in
the various stages of half-beli
or uncertainty
ox has been sty g in
the attitudes and reli-
| gious concepts of a large num-
| ber of sixth formers, and f
that there is in the
great deal of emotional a
ment to religion which may not
be expressed in outward ch urch-
going.
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Pass your
Christian News
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friend

1 Cox, lecturer in divini
only 19 per cent. of sixth
zirls are v sure of

compl

St. Augustine’s Hostel
Zululand
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It isn't long before they settle down. ..

BRADFORD WELCOMES ITS
NEW SONS AND DAUGHTERS

BET\\‘EEN April 1964 and May 1965, 1,020 new im-

migrant children arrived in Bradford, Yorkshire.
Some were families of immigrants who had come to
the city a few years ago and decided to settle there.
In January alone there were 600 new children and the
rate continues at about 25 a week.

Bradford's City Education — m—

Committee, Department and These encounters set the
Schools are realistically background to an interview
tackling the problem. with Mr C. P. Bendall, Assis-

tant Education Officer.

,“ :Al a1 % x }n}m"“'l‘“{{\ Bradford has two main prin-
Pater kes a child to a ciples. The first deals with
local hool he or she IS jummigrant children of ten and
given form in one Of ypwards who know no English
several languages including on arrival. They are drafted
Urdu and Punjabi to into special clas at Barker-
take to the Education end Immigrants’ Centre where

they receive intensive English

Department's Special Immil-
t instruction. On I‘(’Ll(‘hll\[l a cer-

gration Welfare Officer, who

several Eastern tain standard they are dis-
S o (T o i persed to Secondary Modern
langua The children are gchools, or in the alol: thé
then registered and allo- ynder 11's to Primary Schools.

cated to schools.

Children under ten are dis-
d to ordinary schools
S ght away and pick up Eng-
lish there, needing the special
care and altention of the

when I callied at the pe
1 Department a family

o 1 e Indian girls and
ir older brother were waiting
see (b

to e officer. An older teachers

Pakist boy came along and 3 -

in good English told me he had For several years immigrant
just arrived from Africa children were absorbed into

“YOUR MONEY OR
YOUR LIFE!"

The old challenge in a modern context. For we
need more money to help our great work pro-
gressing

Alsc we need more people (18 and over) to do the

work of caring for children. Can you help?

Mational Children’s Home

Chiet Offices:

Highbuary Park, London,” N.5. NCH

Bradford's schools as they came
into the city. Then a special
class to deal with the non-Eng-
lish speaking older children was
formed. This was Lhree and a
half years ago and even then it
was thought that eventually
the immigration inflow would
almost cease. Instead it has be-
come almost a flood.

The
admit

department will not
more than 25 per cent.
immigrant children into any
one school to ensure that a
balance is kept and other pupils
will not be slowed down in class
work.

Two main problems face the
committee and department.
“We just haven’t the school
accommodation to deal with the
influx. The Director of Educa-
tion, Chairman and Deputy
Chairman of the Education
Committee and Bradford's four
M.P.s saw the Minister in early
July to urge the case for more
school buildings to be erected
to deal with the extra numbers.

“The second problem is the
terrible shortage of teach
One teacher is required for 2
immigrant children and in
special classes only 20 can be
handled at 'a time."

Are the children accepted by
their white fellow pupils?
According to Mr. Bendall: “Cer-
tainly, the younger children
accept them without any ques-
tion. There may be a very little
trouble in the High Schools but

this usually comes from the
poorer—not necessarily finan-
cially poorer — children and

stems from home influence. In
general the immigrants are
accepted by fellow pupils and
teaching staff without any kind
of diserimination.”

This statement was backed by
my own impressions at St
Andrew’s Infant School and St
Andrew’'s Junior School, Lister-
hills. At the former Mrs Booth
and her staff deal with many
immigrant infants who cannot
speak a word of English on
arrival. Quite a few know just
one word, “Toilet,” but they
have usually to be taught how
to use this correctly,

‘The school is divided into two
classes and it has been proved
that when only two or three
immigrant children enter at the
same time they pick up English
much more quickly than if a
dozen or so arrive together, In
that they tend to congregate to-
gether and do not need to try
to communicate with English

}
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children for company. One very

useful means of introducing
newcomers is by encouraging

them to play with hand puppets
and let these “say Hullo” or its
equivalent to other pupils.

Sometimes the children are
unhappy for a few days, then
they usually settle down. One of
the prettiest and most friendly
little girls is Indiana, but she
did not take to school at all
until another little Indian girl
arrived to be her friend

The first essential is the
ability to learn English and use
it in connection with everyday
things. Just how well the immi-
grants respond to the patience
of their teachers was proved by
the good reading ability of a
representative group of five and
the neatness and correctness of
their exercise and notebooks
picked out at random from the
piles.

With older children there has
to be even more adjustment
and this is where the fine work
done by the Barkerend Immi-
grant Centre is apparent. Mr.
D. Glenn, a highly qualified
teacher who knows India well,
is in charge, He started the
first class for non-English
speaking older  immigrants
three and a half years ago. It
was believed to be the first of
its kind in Britain. Now there is
a staff of 12 attached to the
Barkerend Centre. At the time
of my visit he had 129 children,

only seven of them girls.

ENCENCT\ VAT CT NN VT N ORI P2 CE NI Y e )
gWedding bell summer
for Christian News

255;
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IT'S been wedding bell summer for the staff of
\

“Christian News."

In June the paper’s secretary, Miss Mavis Jan-

nels,

was married to Mr. Malcolm O'Connor at

Sparkhill Salvation Army Citadel, Birmingham.

She has worked for

Christian News for 18

months, and has established herself as master of
one of the most complex business organisations in

Birmingham.

On Sundays she and her husband don the
unilorm of the Salvation Army, and Mavis plays_
the organ at the Citadel where she was married.

The picture above was taken of them after the

wedding.

Last month the newspaper’s editor, Mr. Ian
Gregory, was married at a Congregational Church
in Aberdeen to Miss Patricia Donaldson. All being
well a picture next month of this happy occasion.

“LITANY FOR A GHETTO”

ARCHIE HAR-
VES, a Congrega-

| tional minister in Chicago, has

for a

introduced a new \
fon at his

multi-racial congregat

church.
Congregations were slowly
diminishing until Mr Har-

greaves introduced his “litany
for the ghetto.” Now there are
big crowds.

Part of the new litany reads:

Leader: O God! who lives in
tenements, who goes to segre-
gated schools, wlo is beaten in
precincts, who is unemployved .

Congregation: Help us
know you . .

Leader: O God. who hangs on
street corners, who tastes the
ace ¢f cheap wine and the
ng of tie needle
Congregation: Help
touch you , .

Leader: O

to

us to

VGod. who's preg-

nant without husband, who is
child without parents, who has
no place to play . . .

Congregation: Help
know you . . .

Leader: O God, whose name
is Spick. black Nigger bastard,
guinea, and kike . . .

Congregation: Help
Know you . .

Leader: O God, who is cold in
the slums of winter, whose play-
mates are rals, four-legged ones

us to

us to

who live with you and two-
legged ones who imprison
you...

Congregation: Help us to
touch you, . .

O God, who is white
with Mr. Charlie, who

and lives with Uncle

Congregation: Help us to sce
you . ..

Leader: O God, who smells
and has no place to bathe . . .
Congregation: Help us to be
with you
Leader: O God, who hustles
50 cents for lousy wine, who
sells copper and lead to clean
his clethes . . .
Congregation:
touch you .
Leader: O God, whose toys
are broken bottles, tin cans,
whose play yard is garbage and
debris and whose playhouse is
the floors of condemned build-
INgs . <.
Congregalion:
touch you . ..
Leader: O God, who Is a bum,
a chiscler, who is lazy, because
people say you are when you
don't work and you can't find
a job ..
Congregation:
with you . ..

Help us to

Help us to

Help us to be

e e
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Children’s
books

A real ray
of hope

CONGRATULATE

Geoffrey Chapman Litd.
on producing one of the
brightest books I have
seen for a long time. Their
“Gospel for young Chris-
tians” published this year
at 5s. comes as a real ray
of hope for any who try to
introduce older children to
Bible reading.

The life of Christ is
divided into five sections,
the childhood, preaching
to the people, training the
disciples, the suffering and
glory and a short final sec-
tion on the Church. Each
section is made up of a
number of short stories
each complete in them-
selves. Each story has a
title, an introduction and
then the relevant passage
from the Revised Stan-
dard version of the Bible.

The real attraction of
the book is the appeal of
the modern, almost child-
Jike, illustrations. With
each story goes a well
coloured simple picture
summing up quite bril-
liantly the essence of the
story.

This book should serve
as an introduction to
Bible reading for any
young person from about
10 years of age upwards;
in faet, many adults will
enjoy this presentation.
The 190 pages provide 85
of the best-known gospel
incidents. This can be
given by God-parents, used
by those in preparation
for confirmation, or just
made available fcr young
people to pick up and read.

Brian Ogden.
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Television

by Goggles

The man with a
mike in his beard

OBERT ROBINSON
should be a good deal
more popular as the
hatchet man in the
promised new Saturday
night satirical review pro-

gramme on B.B.C., than
his predecessor David
Frost.

Robinson can be a very
cruel and witty man, but
he doesn’t LOOK quite so
cruel and witty as he
might, which should save
him the wrath of those
(all preachers know
them) who look but never
listen, and base their
judgments on private
nightmare criteria of
their own.

He has said that any
number of people could
do this job. The secret is
in being merely them-
selves, and not trying to
be something else.

Television producers
must spend half their
time persuading people to
be ‘“natural” in front of
the cameras. It’s the most
difficult thing in the
world. That accounts for
the success of Candid
Camera, and that most
drastic of all presenta-

A letter from Auntie Julie

tions — the news. People
who don’t know they are
under the all-seeing eye
are much more fun to
watch.

| have often wondered
whether foothallers and
cricketers are affected by
the knowledge that the
camera has them in focus.
I don't suppose they have
time to think about it
very much. By the way, |
hope you were as speech-
less as | was on that day
at Birmingham when the
cricket commentator
started chatting to Richie
Benaud and Dennis
Compton while they were
actually playing!

And lo, they answered;
from hidden microphones
in the very act of bowling
and batting! of all
cricketers 1 suspect W. G.
Grace would have heen
the simplest to fix up with
the necessary eguipment
for this kind of arrange-
ment. You could have got
a goodly variety of tran-
sistorised gadgets into his
beard, without him notic-
ing.

Ah, what would we
have heard then?

Your own garden?

Dear children,

What a nasty wet
summer we have been
having! I have seen ever
such a lot of children
“sitting in their houses
looking out of the win-
dow waiting for the sun

AWAY FROM

How good it is, even when we have decent jobs and
pleasant homes, to get away from it all for a while.
with no break for fun, rest
and enjoyment, life can sometimes be dr
deed. Some of us in this country may have no
holiday at all. But most of us will spend on one
short holiday more than what is often a whole
vear’s income for a peasant farmer and his family.
Millions in the less developed countries spend all
their lives in a never ending struggle to survive at
all. No holidays from want and fear. Surely they
must be helped to break the chains of Poverty,
Hunger and Disease.
War on Want sends aid to many projects which are
improved farming,
schools, health services and training to thousands.
Millions still live in ignorance, squalor and fear.
You can help them to get away from it all by send-
ing your gift to build a better and happier future.

WAR OR

9, MADELEY ROAD, LONLCON, W.5.
Many generous souls live on a limited income. A
mention in your will, will provide life to tiny

children. LIFE not DEATH.
If you pay tax at standard rate a covenant would
add 14s. to every £1 at no extra cost to you.

Jewellery, Silver, Old Sheffield bring good prices

Without our holidays

bringing

IT ALL

in-

eary

village industries,

WANT

Desperate need for clothing for refugees

WAR ON WANT DEPOT,

CAXTON STREET SOUTH,

LONDON, E.16.

to shine to let them out
to play again.

Most of the children
who live near my house
have little gardens of
their own. Their
mothers and fathers
allow them to use a
small patch as big as a
table top, and they can
do what they like in it.

Two little girls spent a
lot of time planting nas-
turtium seeds several
months ago. Next day
they came rushing out
to have a look. and
when the youngest of
them saw that
had grown
started to cry

“Why haven't they
grown?” she wailed

Her sister toid her:
“Silly — they take at
least a week.”

But it took a lot
longer than that. The
flowers are just begin-
ning to come through
now — just when the
little girls had forgotten
all about them.

I would love to hear
what you planted in
your gardens. and how
successful they have
been. Would you like to
write and tell me about
it? I will give the best
letter writer a small
prize. ¥ ycu would like
to paint a picture of the
garden that would be
even Dbetter. Please
enclose your full name,
age and address. and
write to me at 23,
Queen’'s College Cham-
bers, Paradise Street,
Birmingham 1.

nothi

going shopping by air in the
not-too-distant future. And

‘by train. About a dozen
| towns and cities in Britain
| are sald to be considering

the monorail as a way of
tackling the traffic jams.

The system — rooftop-
high carriages suspended
from a beam, driverless and
operated from a central con-
trol room—has been exam-
ined by a number of
Britain's leading traffic
experts over a trial test
track (or perhaps it should
be flight) near Paris.

Now all we need is for a
| few more local authorities to
| take up the idea—Leicester
land Coventry are among
those thinking of it, and
Buckinghamshire County
Council wants the Govern-
ment to build one round the
ultra-modern city planned
for the north of the county.

It is estimated that the
monorail to and from this

shopping centre c¢
provided more cheaply
than an up-to-date network
roads. The

t. So the s

) be both com-
safe
ut you
ke the idea ot
view of the

oW @

eve

Peasants

do too well
E Yugoslavians are get
worried about their

)t because they'r:
but because

vre doing well. Too well,
in it Yugoslavia is a
Communist country but, un-
like Russis id most of the
Communist blo¢, its peasants
are free to farm their own
land. Out of a population of
19 million, 12 million are
private farmers, owning be-
tween them 86 per cent. of
the arable land, and 80 per
cent. of the livestock.

The Government is
seriously upset: some of
these peasants are doing so
well that, in spite of rising
taxes, they are buying
themselves cars, and are ac-
tually daring to raise their
own standard of living.

After the Yugoslavians
broke away from Moscow 17

years ago, the collective
farming system petered
out fairly - quickly. The

Government had plans for
its own system of socialisa-

tion—a system much the
same as before, but “no
forced collectivisation” was

Auntie Julie. |to be used to bring it about.

forced your way on, and crawled through traffic cc
} gestion to the shops and back. the whole thing has de-
veloped into a major expedition.

But housewives could be

Far from rushing to jo

1 don’t mean by plane, but’nhm(:, and now members of

1665

SEVEN

More towns must look

weasl  qf the

monorail
system

by Joan Best
F you live on the outskirts of a town, you probably
waste hours every week going shopping in 3
| town centre. By the time you've queued for your b

system, the peasants w t
the Government co-opera-
tive farms want to jump on
the affluent bandwagon.

It must be a
the Yugoslavian
but quite o
peasants are not likel
content with any
fashioned Communist
tems, now that they
become prosperous
their own brand of
enterprise farming

Toys a hit
in |lapan
FP'HOSE match
seem to be
ending series—this m
Lesney Products
Ltd.,, are introducing
new collectors’ items,
them a model of a
London bus.
Do you have
en who seem \
se themselves

W
one of

big red

the
tinuously
and

cakes, n
in Japan” label
in toys isn’t exac

though
One

won

British

Jrganised
lacal radio

SO.\H? people are being
riven mad by
cessant pop music

now monopolises the air. It's
not so much that it is there,
but that all those inveterate
and avid listeners insist on
carrying their transistors
round with them, impeiling
everyone within earshot to
listen. But pirate radio
stations have done one thing
the B.B.C. has had to ex-
tend its own programmes in
an effort to hold fts
audience.

A booklet published last
month, “Competition in
Radio,” by author
journalist Denis Thomas,
comes down firmly in favour
of lcensing the pirate radio
stations as a first step to-
wards a competitive system
of local radlo all over
Britain. .

and |

Dr

He

says:

“No disczase

need be

‘incurable”

|

DOCTOR told 200 people at

a4 city meeting: “I do not
believe there is any disease
which need be progressive or
which should ever be called
incurable.”

Christopher Woodard was
addressing a meeting of the
Birmingham Area Association
of the Guild of Health.

said we were living in an
age which would be recalled
as an age of the most (right-
ful sinners of all generations
‘We have had immense power
put into our hands,” he said
And at present we seem lo
be entirely misusing it. There
is more poisoning of food and
soil than ever before. There
is nothing natural about us,
and 1 challenge you tonight
to put out of your minds the
fact that your doctor has said
nothing can be done for vou,

and be faithful enough to
remember that Christ said
exactly the opposite.”

Sickness was the

contrary to
will of God, yet most of us
had been conditioned to pray
for healing “if it was God's
will.” The truth was that
many people had been taught,
often by the Churches, to be
afraid of God himself

Re-affirm

Dr. Woodard outlined some
cases, in which he said Ch-ist
intervened to effect comiplete
cures, But surgeons and
others who cared for the sick
and intended them to be well
were all used by Ged for His
healing purposes.

Committed Christians could not
be depressed if they kept their
perspective right. We are
requiced to make a constant
re-affi ‘mation of our faith.”
he went on, “we have lo
remind ourselves constanuy
that God's grace is suflicient
for us whatever circumstances
we go through

You
with

learn
the

to take the rough
smooth, and the
light with the dark. They
are all the same with God
His purpose is that we should
be stabilised. integrated. made
whole™

God did not send suffering;: He
allowed it, and we had to
accept it with humility and
patience “But there is all
the dilfference in the world
between this and any sot of
resignation to it There are
more people than you would
expect who enjoy their sick-
ness, and if you were to take

from their chair. or

- crutch away. they

u know where they

were for gquite a time. You

can a pt anything. but you

wou

have no right to become
resigned to it.”
Transformed
Dr. Woodard went on: “In the

last 15 years I have seen the
whole ministry of healing,

and the approach to the
problems of sickness and
suffering transformed. Now

we have an Institute of
Religion and Medicine, where-
as 15 years ago it would have
been thought completely out
of place. It seems that the
forces of science and religion
are now getting together and
it is up te the layman to make
it live.

| “Does anybody feel that the

|

Church as we know it has
ministered to the sick as com-
pletely as it should have
done?” The most powerful
form of healing that he
knew was in absent imter-
cession for people.
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Ernest Adkins

SPORTANGLE
Good

on yer,
sport!

\'l' the last count they
- numbered some 11
millions — almost all of

them readily recognised by
certain  native charac-
teristices

burning
conceal a droll

Narrowed, slow

that

eves

sense of humour never far
below the surface, coupled
wilth a

horror
These
the

passionate
second best
immediately identify
Australasian.

Even when
with the juzgernauts
the sporting world., the
US. and the U SR,
Aus is rapidly
eme the number
one nation

Ihe
grealness
field can
land’s obs
the

immedi

compared
of

as

sing
sportir

of her
cricket
Eng

measure
on the
be seen in
ssion, re
strensth
ate
building a team cap:
winning the

I'he sceptre of Bradman,

dless
the
for
thle of

ashes.”

of
apposition,

Lindwall, Davidson., and
3enaud looms large in the
mind of every English
cricketer whenever he sces
a green cap.

In the fifties Australia
produced two middle dis-
tang runners now  re-
garded as all time greats
in Landy and Elliott
Inspired by their example,
the vecord breaking Ron
Clarke is now in the pro-
cess of acquiring the title
of “athlete of the century.”

With people like the
Konrad twins and Dawn
Fraser in the background
one has the impression
that if you throw an
Aussie into a swimming

pool he or she will emerge
at the other end having
broken a world record

Probably incensed by the
manser in which their
ancestors left this country.
tennis players from down
under appear to have
taken up permanent resi-
dence on Wimbledon's
centre court. This year
Wimbledon was full of in-
terest about which of the
two Aussies, Emerson and
Stolle, would emulate Hoad
and Laver in taking home
the title in company with
the women's champion
Maggie Smith

1, B8 5

Even people who don't
like horse racing would
recognise the dash, and
pure horsemanship of
jockeys  Arthur Breasley
and Ron Hutchinson.

When it was announced
that Palmer and Nicklaus,
the all eonquering Ameri-
cans, were to compete in
our major golf tournament
it was thought that the
competition would be less
“open” than usual. By no
means  deterred, Peler
Thomson, thought by
many to be “over the hill”
sauntered in from the
land of the great outback
to take the title yet again.

Speedway—car racing—
yachting—the list goes on.
They are ready to take on
the whole wide world.

WELL DONE, SPORT.
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You
thi

SF\‘I:.\' yvoung people

about them.

believe problems can be solved by sig
They see what can be done to help

from Hove, Sussex, don't
ighing

—then get on with the job.

They are
a stud

Judy Carr,
nt teacher:

Michael McLarens, 20 [$

an accountant; Judy
Nollan. - 20, ‘nu=zrse:
Janette Peill; 21,
teacher; Elaine Ack-
royd 21 teacher
Terence Godfrey, 21,

student;

photographic
and Graham,

and Tommy

msurarnce,

18, in

s which just o
outlook of
and determined

action

ion . .
n A

ns

like helping
cation of two
the other in
e bright young-

Christaction

5. but they might never
had the chance to prove
Action like helping pay for
e keep of an old blind lady in
|a home run by the Sislters of
Mercy.

Somebody cares

They hope to raise two hun-
dred pounds for her this year,
but as Judy Carr s: AR § 3 g
u. the money , it's the
thought she has that somebody
outside cares, that counts.”

How do they do it? Hard work
ol course; but help from a lot of
others as well They have
formed branches of the club in
several schools, mostly in Hove
but also in Kent. These school-
children collect stamps, clothes
and jumble which is forwarded
to the HQ at the Convent of
the Sacred Heart in Hove.

Here members of the commit-
tee, with the help of more
schoolchildren, have the diffi-
cult task of sorting everylhing
out. Stamps have to be
separated into British and

f quite a task with

g like 8,000 of them

l up &t you from the

| table These ¢ then sold to
bri in cash.

Good clot sent off to

lthe n are sold

o

8 '3 ant. Most
jumble is disposed of via
nts, but the club does
e sales. A recent one

in bul

of the

brought in over £100; but they
donated half of this to the
church which lent them the
hall

also runs summer

The club
1 U

ally about 20 child-
tend these, payving a small
amount for their week’'s holi-
This money is used to
deserving children to
free holiday at the

spend a
camp.

The club hopes to start a
w venture in connection with
amp. Recently Te: God-
! who wants to become a
photegrapher. visited the Moss
Side slums in Manchester. The
pictures he brought- back so
appalled the committee mem-
bers that, with the help of wel-
fare organisations, they are
hoping to run a summer: camp
for some of the slum children,

In touch
club also produces
own news-sheet “Get Goin
which lists projects past and
future and helps keep the mem-
bers in touch with each other.
It also publishes letters from
some of the missions helped. A
typical one, from a recent
edition, was from the Rev. J.
Goulet, in Africa: “During this
first year,” he writes, “I have
heard about 3.000 confessions,
baptised 8.500 children. given
communion to 30,000 people

. made 25 sick calls over ten
miles from base, involving an
hour's walk up and down a
mountain . . . driven 10,000 miles
by car to shop for the mis-

sion vws
Quite a programme, But this

The

mission’s work, and many
others, is made a litle easier
thanks to the ‘get going”
energy of seven people, and

their many friends, thousands
of miles away in a quiet seaside
town.
At present the club has over
100 members. But it needs more
many more.

s old lady is blind. Get Going cl ub members lighten her twilight years.

ig aid squad
nk, act fast

Christaction

More aid

N one week last month
Christian Aid allocated
nearly £121,000 to over-
seas work by the churches
among the world's needy.
Of this total approxi-
mately £57,000 was ear-
marked for Christian Aid
Freedom from Hunger
Campaign projects, the
two largest allocations in
this category being £19,000
for the agricultural pro-
gramme of the Christian
Council of Kenya, and
£17,840 payahle over four
years to the Christian
Council of Nigeria for two
rural development projects
at Echara and Itu.
Another big allocation
~was £20,500 to Voluntary
Service Overseas. This was
the halance due on Chris-
tian Aid sponsorship of
140 volunteers sent last
year to serve Christian
institutions and projects.

SR

Discussing copy for the club’s own news-sheet “Get
Going.” g

Letter to the
Editor
AID RISE
LIFTS HIS

SPIRITS

] )E:\R SIR,

Mrs. Barbara Castle las
ralsed my spirits by
announcing that under-
developed countries are (o
be in receipt of more help
from Britain. She says the
government is ready to
spend up to £200 million on

new Initiatives and man-
power to help backward .
countries.

And all this in the face of a
perilous home economy. whers
it would seem necessary to con-
serve every penny for ourselves.

Without even bothering to
announce that it had finally
decided that Christianity is
nonsense, the “Daily Express
said: ‘

“No wonder the £ wilts. For
how can our creditors believe we
really mean to rehabiliate sterling
when we go around acting like
Santa Claus?

Britain simply cannot afford to
operate a global free gift
scheme financed by foreiga loans.

Such a policy is not a glowing
example of beneyolence. It is an
exercise in irresponsibility."”
And thé “Daily Telegr

sald:

“Is th's, then, a propitious time
to cxpand the corps of civil ser-
vants which has the agrecoble
task of qiving Britain's money
away? It is surely one of the
curiosities of British politics that,
when the nation is in debt up to
its eyebrows and the Governmeat
judges it right to bring in a new
corporation tax which heavily
discriminates  ogainst  private
overseas investment, the oid pro-
gramme 1ests sacrosanct, beyond
the reach of vulgar economy.”
Jesus Christ, from whom we

derive the term Christian, said:

“Whoever seeks to save his life
will lose it, and whoever loses it
will save it, and [lve! And:
“The cuise is upon you—when |
was hungry, you gave me nothing
to eat; when naked you did not
clothe me; when | was ill and
in prison, you did not come to my
help. Anything you did not da for
one of these, however humbe, you
did not do for me.”

Even on the level of harsn
politics, there’s a lot of sense in
giving away whatever we can to
people with hardly anything.
“The Guardian" saw that:

“The financial incentives must
be“adequate 'f the right men are
to be attracted into technical ser-
vice in deyeloping countries. And
let no one think that the pros-
_perity of these countries is unim-
portant to Britain."

Yours sincerely.
PAUL COMPLEX
London, S.W.2.

British churches cross
Vietnam war barrier

N behalf of the churches in
Britain Christian Aid has
allocated £10,000 for the reliet
of suffering among victims of
the war in Vietnam — both in
the south and the north.

This is in response to an
appeal by the World Councii of
Churches to its constituent

councils and members for =an
initial £35.000. The contribu
tion from British Christian Ald
is being sent to the East Asia
Christian Conference (a group
of national councils of
churches) on whose initiative
relief work has been started.
Two representatives of the
Fast Asiz Christian Conference,
one a Burmease layman and Jhe
other an Indonesian, have been
sent respectively to Saizon and
Hanol to establish relations
with the governments and to
supervise Christian relief pro
grammes, S
tirst of these

to gct

under way is among 15.000
tribal peopi2 in South Vietnam
known as Montagnards who
have besn made homeless oy
the wav and who are beyond
the reach of present govern-
ment and American  ralief
measures. The first act of
Christian Aid has been the dis-
tribution of cocking-pots. rice,
dried fish, salt, cloth and soap.
There is an acute shortage of
soap amoag all Vietnam's home-
less, and as the Montagnards
were rormerly soap-makers one
of the Christian projects is o
get their industry storred azain.

E. Germany

Tho East Asia Christinn Con-
ference's representative now in
Hanol is determining what
urgent needs should be met in
the north. The World Council
of Churches is arranging for
certain goods to be sent through

East Germany.,
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