
AS WE moved out of ‘lockdown’ in early July, we 
were beginning to experience our new world. We 
can finally visit the hairdressers, but it is a different 
experience. Staff in 
facemasks or visors and no 
magazines to read. Clients 
have been asked to wash 
their hair before their 
appointment, wear a face 
mask and wait outside.

There is more traffic 
on the roads now and the 
centre of Caversham is busy 
as a result of roadworks on 
Reading Bridge. At times 
on the quieter roads some 
cars have been travelling 
much faster than normal 
– something which has 
been noted across the 
country.  There also seems 
to be many more people 
running or jogging in the 
streets and parks. We now 
have to wear facemasks 
on public transport and 
they are being worn more 
widely. This can make it 
difficult to identify people 
or hold a conversation. In 
the last few months we 
have adjusted our lives in 
so many ways. This month, 
one of our regular readers, 
Viv Emerson, reflects on 
this and the future – see 
page 6.

Schools and pre-school 
groups have partially re-

opened with new precautions changing the way 
classes are organised. Some pubs have re-opened 
with restrictions on customer numbers and suitable 
social distancing. Non-essential shops have been 
allowed to trade again. The Caversham Bridge is again 
available from the Caversham Emporium, and we 

take this opportunity 
to thank Neil Asbury 
for stocking the paper 
in the Homecrafts shop 
during the lockdown. 
This month we feature 
the World Shop, which 
sells fairly traded goods 
in Reading and re-opens 
in August – see page 11. 
One lesson from the 
lockdown period is the 
value of supporting 
local businesses. To 
encourage more local 
shopping, we plan to 
include a four page 
supplement featuring 
local businesses and 
craftspeople in our 
October edition. If you 
would like to be featured 
and to advertise in 
this, please contact 
editors@cavershambridge.
org  before the end of 
August.

Our churches are 
now able to open with 
restrictions. Our Lady 
and St Anne has opened 
for private prayer at set 
times and with limits on 
the number of people 
allowed in the church 
at any one time. Other 
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Match postponed
by Rachel Williams

FOR SAM and me, Saturday 2 May 2020 was to be our 
day, the day we said “I Do” at St Peter’s Church, Caversham. 
Instead, it was a day we celebrated, not our wedding day, 
but our commitment to each other. Back in October 2018, 
when Sam proposed I said yes. Ever since we have been 
busy planning and preparing for the day. As time crept 
closer and more news was coming in about Covid-19, no-
one said we would have to postpone, so we kept going. 
In mid-March (one week before lockdown), I collected 
my wedding dress and couldn’t contain my excitement as 
I tried it on. However, the next day everything changed. I 
was given the option either to proceed with our wedding, 
albeit with very few guests, or to postpone. We decided 
postponing was best for us, as we wanted our family 
and friends to be part of the celebration. Now, instead 
of counting down the last few weeks, we had added on 
a whole year. The thought of our wedding day was now 
more of disappointment than excitement.

We formed a new plan to try to celebrate the date 
in some form that was allowed in the lockdown. The 
day dawned and we walked down to our local church, 
coincidentally also called St Peter’s. We received some odd 
looks along the way, since we had both dressed smarter 
than usual. There, in front of the church, we exchanged 
our vows. The rest of the day was spent enjoying an 
amazing afternoon tea package delivered from a local café 
and drinking a bottle of bubbly. The support we received 
from our family and friends was incredible and helped a 
huge amount. Fingers crossed that next year all I have to 
worry about is whether or not it’s going to rain and not 
the effects of a global pandemic!continued on page 3Paddleboarding on the Thames       photo P Chatfield

Rachel and Sam   		      photo Rachel Williams



ANGLICAN
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Ministry
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Rev’d Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Rd
Caversham RG4 7AD 
Tel: 947 9505 rector@ctmparish.org.uk
Rev’d John Dudley Tel: 947 0265
Rev’d Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331 810
Rev’d Judith Ryder Tel: 947 3783
Rev’d Andy Storch Tel: 07365 555 905

Parish Office 
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30 to 14.00
Tel: 947 1703 e-mail secretary@ctmparish.org.uk 

Current service during lockdown
Sunday 09:30 – You Tube service - www.youtube.com/
channel/UCYMgve_d64enHsm1FUfwntA
10:15 – Zoom service – https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8436683
9832?pwd=M2xJSUtFbGkycG1DbEFxQ1JGYWRsQT09
11:15 – Zoom service - https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82793512985
Wednesday – 09:30 – Zoom morning Prayer - https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/786384026

St Andrew 
Rev’d Nigel Jones, St Andrew’s Vicarage,Harrogate Road.
Tel: 947 2788  www.standrewscaversham.org 
Current service during lockdown
Sunday – 18.00 - Service on the ‘St Andrew’s Caversham’ 
YouTube channel 
Tuesday – 20.00 - Compline service by Zoom. E-mail the vicar 
to join - vicar@standrewscaversham.org 

St Barnabas Emmer Green
Rev’d Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239. www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

Office
St Barnabas Centre, Emmer Green
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30 – 10.30
Tel: 947 6310 
Current service during lockdown
Sunday 09.30 - Morning Service on St. Barnabas Facebook & 
Website
Monday 14.00 - Busybees - for pre-school children and their 
carers on Youtube
Details on their web site - www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and URC)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston
Tel: 0118 947 5152 www.cavershamparkchurch.com

Current services during lockdown
Sunday – 11.00 – Livestreaming on YouTube
Details on their web site at: https://cpvc.org.uk:5152/live-
stream

METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM 
Rev’d Martin Beukes, 72 Highmoor Rd. 
Tel:0118 947 2223 https://cavhmc.org.uk 
Rev’d D Jenkins Tel:0118 327 1592

Current service during lockdown
Sunday – 10.30 – Zoom service 
E-mail the Minister for details martin.beukes@methodist.
org.uk

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor: Colin Baker
Church office Tel 0118 954 5353
Email: secretary@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk

Current service during lockdown
A link is placed on their website each week at:
www.cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk
and on their YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/user/CavershamBaptist
Live broadcast starts at 10.30am each Sunday

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk

GRACE CHURCH 
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Pastor Keith Saynor 
Tel 9474529  www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk

Current service during lockdown
See their web site for details: www.gracechurchcaversham.
org.uk

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev’d H R Gayle 
Tel: 946 3009  www.ntcgreading.org.uk

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne
Mgr Patrick Daly, The Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue. 
Tel: 947 1787 www.ourladyandstanne.org.uk 
Current service during lockdown
See their web site for Father Patrick’s weekly homilies and 
details of opening for private prayer at: 
www.ourladyandstanne.org.uk  

St Michael Sonning Common
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels, Sonning Common 
Tel: 972 3418

At the time of writing, church services are affected by the 
pandemic restrictions, disrupting normal worship. However, 
church communities have adapted to the circumstances and 
are alive and active in new ways.

Most churches have a range of on-line services, house 
groups and social meetings, using web based systems like 
YouTube and Zoom. For current information, see the web 
sites for each of the churches, available on this page or on 
the Churches Together in Caversham web site at: www.
cavershamchurch.org.
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A changed and needy world
Talking Point by Judith Ryder

WHEN I was training, we had a tutor who would say: 
‘I don’t listen to what people say, I look at what they do’. 
He also considered the parable of the sheep and the goats 
(Matthew 25:31-46) to be Jesus’ most important parable. 
There the criteria for being rewarded at the Last Judgement 
are all about what you do for other people: whether you feed, 
clothe, and welcome them, whether you visit them when they 
are sick or in prison. It’s about practical generosity, welcome, 
and care for those in difficulties. 

I write this at the end of June, to be published in August. 
So much has happened in the last few months, I can have no 
idea what exactly will be happening by August. Perhaps the 
pandemic will have receded in this country, if we are lucky. 
The signs are already that it will be raging in others. Perhaps 
relaxation of restrictions will have already started to trigger a 
new wave here.

Whatever the situation, the effects of the pandemic will 
only just be beginning to work their way through: loss on all 
levels, whether directly because of the illness, or indirectly, 
with the economic impact, the job losses, the uncertainties 
and fears for the present and the future, the mental strain. 
This pandemic has shaken the foundations of our society, and 
to stabilise and rebuild is going to take a long, long time.

How should Christians respond? 
Christians, along with everyone else, have suffered 

loss, both personally, but also as Christian communities. 
In different ways, we have responded, reconstituting our 
worshipping communities: first virtually, then – slowly, 
carefully – returning to our churches, but in new and 
different ways. Many Christian communities have surprised 
themselves by just how quickly they can change and respond. 
Often with a heavy toll of exhaustion, but also inspired and 
sustained in ways we couldn’t have imagined: the Spirit is at 
work.

But we need to pray now for more strength, and stamina, 
and imagination, and determination, because how we 
worship, how we talk about God, even how we pray – that is 
only one part of our faith. It is the part that feeds us so that 
we have the strength for that other part: the part that is about 
what we do, how we respond clear-sightedly to the world 
around, knowing and loving it for what it is: God’s precious and 
beloved creation.

And what I can be certain of, now, writing in June, is that, 
over time, there will be increased need in the world around 
us. The high cost to our country and the wider world is already 
clear, although we can’t yet grasp its extent. So the question 
is: in the months and years to come, how can we, as Christians 
in Caversham, respond? How can we work together to feed, 
and clothe, and welcome those in whatever kind of need, to 
visit the sick and reach out to those imprisoned in whatever 
way?

We may feel we have no strength left for that. But I suspect 
that it is by embracing the challenge that we will discover new 
strength. God’s grace has a strange way of refreshing us when 
we move away from our inward-focused anxieties, and open 
our eyes and hearts to embrace Jesus’ mission in the world. 
Let’s drink deep of the worship and the prayer we have worked 
so hard to sustain, and put the energy and nourishment we 
gain from that to its proper, full use: serving our community, 
our country, and our world, working for God’s kingdom.
Judith Ryder is a Curate at St Peter’s Church, Caversham

Local clergy and church services

The Caversham Bridge is a community newspaper 
produced by Caversham Christian News Ltd
Company details will be found on page 15

The paper is available in Caversham at Caversham 
Emporium in Church Street and in Emmer Green at the 
True Food Community Co-Op in Grove Road opposite 
Emmer Green Primary School. 

The £5.00 annual subscription includes delivery to your 
home monthly. E-mail circulation@cavershambridge.org 
with your name and address. 

Future editions:
Contributions for the September 2020 issue should be 
submitted by 27 July and for the October edition by 31 
August. These should be e-mailed to: 
editors@cavershambridge.org 

Dates for advertising copy are 24 July for the September  
issue and 28 August for October. These should be 
e-mailed to advertising@cavershambridge.org  
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At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal 
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

  Old fashioned

    Values
from a modern
     Estate Agent

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB

01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Caversham Bridge
Would you like to have this paper delivered to 

you monthly?
Email us at: circulation@cavershambridge.org  giving your 

name and address, or telephone 947 1370.
The annual subscription including delivery is £5.00.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased from: 
Caversham Emporium in Church Street and in Emmer Green 

at the True Food Community Co-Op in Grove Road, 
opposite St Barnabas church. 

E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

continued from page 1

Mosaic photos P Chatfield

allowed in the church at any one time. Other churches are considering how to respond 
to the changes in Government guidance. For up to date information check their websites 
– see page 2 for details.

Many people continue to brighten up their streets with posters, bunting, rainbow 
decorations and soft toys in windows. Although the weather has been mixed, we have 
had some sunny days and many people have made the most of our green spaces and 
the river. Families have had picnics in parks and some people have even taken to the 
river to ensure social distancing. Restrictions have been eased for people who are 
shielding, but many are still concerned about the risks from the virus. So while the fit 
and able can make the most of the relaxation of restrictions, there are those who still 
feel very uncomfortable about going out and meeting others, and will do for some time.

For some of us, the last few months have provided an opportunity to do something 
different or new. Would you like to share what you have done for an article in our 
September edition? Have you started keeping a journal, taken up painting before, 
written a story...? E-mail your story to us at editors@cavershambridge.org and include any 
relevant photos, paintings or drawings.

Unlocking to the new normal

Tell us what you think
by the Editors

WE ARE considering improvements to the Caversham Bridge newspaper 
and our on-line services for  you. So we would like to understand our readers 
better and find out what you like about your local community paper, along 
with any new features or ideas you would like us to look into for future 
editions. We had planned to launch the reader survey in May, but this had to 
be postponed in response to the Coronavirus pandemic. We now propose to 
include the survey in our September edition. It will also be available on our 
web site at www.cavershambridge.org:5154/Readers-survey-2020

Whichever way you choose to reply, we want to hear your views. So please 
spare us a few minutes of your time to complete the survey to help us ensure 
the paper serves the needs and expectations of the people of Caversham, 
Emmer Green and the surrounding area into the future.

The September edition will include further information as well as the 
questionnaire.



967 7033
arter-electrical.co.uk
er-electrical.co.uk

On Sight Optical Ltd  

40 Years  
experience  
behind us  

We make 
spectacles to 

your 
prescription  

Carry out 
repairs and 
adjustments  

Extremely 
competitive 

prices  

All frames include, as standard, 
single vision lenses, prices from only  

£18.00 
Other lens supplements from:  
Bifocals      £55.00 
Varifocals     £70.00 
Transition Reactolite   £54.00

Free Quotations with no obligation  
 
Can fit new lenses to your own frame  
 
We specialise in complex and  
difficult prescriptions  

Over 16? Just bring in your prescription.  
 
 
 

 116a Henley Road                                                                                 
Caversham  RG4 6DH  

      T: 01189 476 754  
onsightoptical116@outlook.com  

Building and Roofing SpecialistBuilding and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804

FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

•  Established Electrical Installation Company  
with an Excellent Reputation

•  Commercial and Domestic Installations

•  Specialists in Electrical Testing,  
Fault Diagnosis and Rectification

•  Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

•   Planned, Preventative and  
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

•  Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

• Tree removal, tree pruning •
• Trees supplied and planted  •

• Hedge work  •
• Stump Grinding •

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

TREE SURGEONS
WITH OVER 20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD
OF TREE CARE

ARUM
TREE
SERVICES
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Online birthday 
celebration

by Anna Clarke

ST JOHN’S DAY - never heard of it? Well, St John’s Day marks what 
is considered the birthday of St John the Baptist. Usually a saint’s feast 
day is celebrated on the day the saint died but St John’s is one of the few 
whose birthdays are celebrated instead!

Every year around St John’s Day (24 June) St John’s Church, situated 
on the corner of St John’s Road/Gosbrook Road, holds a community 
celebration. Of course, this year things had to look a little different and 
so we took the celebration online!

Around 40 members of the St John’s family, ranging in age from 5 
months to 90 years, joined together on Zoom to celebrate with a quiz, 
music and various games and activities, including the ever-popular 
‘strawberry lace race’!

“We had to create St John’s Church as a fun challenge,” explains 
Samuel (aged 10). “We could use anything we liked – I used Lego and 
my sister used various craft materials in a shoe box. I showed people 
eating biscuits after church to show the community gathering and my 
sister made colourful people from pipe cleaners to show happy people 
praising God with the roof off and the doors open so that it showed all 
people are welcome”.

Here are some of our creations!
If you live locally to St John’s Church and would be interested in 

hearing more about events and activities we run then feel free to contact 
Rev’d Penny Cuthbert at penny@ctmparish.org.uk

Caversham	
  Priest	
  to	
  lead	
  Seminary	
  
by	
  parishioners	
  of	
  the	
  Parish	
  of	
  Our	
  Lady	
  and	
  St	
  Anne	
  
A	
  FORMER	
  parish	
  priest	
  of	
  Our	
  Lady	
  and	
  St	
  Anne	
  church	
  has	
  been	
  appointed	
  as	
  the	
  new	
  Rector	
  of	
  St	
  
Mary’s	
  College,	
  Oscott,	
  near	
  Sutton	
  Coldfield.	
  The	
  college,	
  founded	
  in	
  1794,	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  three	
  which	
  
trains	
  priests	
  and	
  deacons	
  for	
  the	
  Catholic	
  Church	
  in	
  England	
  and	
  Wales.	
  Father	
  Giles	
  Goward,	
  who	
  
served	
  in	
  Caversham	
  from	
  2005	
  to	
  2013,	
  has	
  held	
  the	
  roles	
  of	
  Pastoral	
  Director,	
  Formation	
  Tutor	
  and	
  
Director	
  for	
  the	
  Permanent	
  Deacon	
  Programme	
  at	
  Oscott.	
  

Father	
  Giles	
  never	
  thought	
  he	
  would	
  be	
  asked	
  to	
  join	
  the	
  historic	
  list	
  of	
  Oscott’s	
  Presidents	
  and	
  
Rectors.	
  He	
  said,	
  “If	
  I	
  am	
  honest	
  I	
  consider	
  myself	
  very	
  unworthy	
  to	
  do	
  so	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  humbled	
  to	
  join	
  a	
  
line	
  of	
  succession	
  which	
  includes	
  the	
  names	
  of	
  men	
  marked	
  by	
  holiness,	
  vision	
  and	
  apostolic	
  zeal.”	
  
Like	
  other	
  higher	
  education	
  institutions	
  in	
  the	
  UK,	
  the	
  decision	
  was	
  taken	
  to	
  close	
  the	
  College	
  for	
  the	
  
duration	
  of	
  the	
  current	
  Covid-­‐19	
  pandemic,	
  so	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  first	
  tasks	
  facing	
  the	
  new	
  Rector	
  will	
  be	
  to	
  
navigate	
  the	
  seminary	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  new	
  ‘normal’.	
  

His	
  former	
  parishioners,	
  with	
  many	
  others	
  in	
  Caversham	
  churches	
  and	
  the	
  community,	
  will	
  keep	
  
Father	
  Giles	
  in	
  their	
  thoughts	
  and	
  prayers,	
  knowing	
  that	
  ‘one	
  of	
  ours’	
  is	
  embarking	
  on	
  the	
  great	
  
endeavour	
  of	
  priestly	
  formation	
  and	
  building	
  the	
  strength	
  of	
  the	
  Church.	
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Caversham Priest 
to lead Seminary

by the Parish of 
Our Lady and St Anne

A FORMER parish priest of Our Lady and 
St Anne church has been appointed as the 
new Rector of St Mary’s College, Oscott, 
near Sutton Coldfield. The college, founded in 
1794, is one of three which trains priests and 
deacons for the Catholic Church in England 
and Wales. Father Giles Goward, who served 
in Caversham from 2005 to 2013, has held the 
roles of Pastoral Director, Formation Tutor and 
Director for the Permanent Deacon Programme 
at Oscott.

Father Giles never thought he would be 
asked to join the historic list of Oscott’s 
Presidents and Rectors. He said, “If I am honest 
I consider myself very unworthy to do so and 
I am humbled to join a line of succession 
which includes the names of men marked by 
holiness, vision and apostolic zeal.” Like other 
higher education institutions in the UK, the 
decision was taken to close the College for the 
duration of the current Covid-19 pandemic, so 
one of the first tasks facing the new Rector will 
be to navigate the seminary back to the new 
‘normal’.

His former parishioners, with many others in 
Caversham churches and the community, will 
keep Father Giles in their thoughts and prayers, 
knowing that ‘one of ours’ is embarking on 
the great endeavour of priestly formation and 
building the strength of the Church.

Father Giles Goward  
Photo Courtesy of Archdiocese of 

Birmingham

Patchwork church – Toni Smith

Shoebox church – Hannah		  Lego Church – Samuel			   Stained glass windows - Hannah



Fine handmade and second hand
jewellery

 • Rolex servicing agency, plus prestigious 
    makes
 • Probate valuations
 • Excellent jewellery repair service
 • Purchasers of old gold, platinum and silver
 • Antique and unusual pieces always wanted

14 Bridge Street, Caversham, RG4 8AA
Telephone: 0118 947 2295
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Are you a people person?
Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to 
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled 

in our neighbourhood. If you would like 
to give to the community by joining 
us as a volunteer driver or helping 
in our office, then please do get in 

touch with us. 

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466  

Monday to Friday 9.30am –11.30am

Church House 59 Church Street  Caversham RG4 8AX
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In memory - Dr Peter Tun
WE RECEIVED the following letter in early May from 

Caversham resident and stroke survivor, Mr C J Goodall. There 
will be many Caversham residents who were treated and cared for 
by Dr Tun, who was an associate specialist in neurorehabilitation 
at the Royal Berkshire Hospital for more than 21 years.

‘The sad death of Dr Peter Tun at the Royal Berkshire Hospital 
will be mourned by hundreds of stroke patients over the last 
21 years. He became a living testament of the NHS in caring for 
those whose lives are shattered when strokes strike. Dr Tun was 
62 years old. He had a wife and two sons.

I spent 6 months in the former Battle Hospital and the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital recovering from a stroke and a heart attack 
with pulmonary embolism. I can truly say Dr Tun rescued me 
from a close-to-death experience. He was much respected and 
loved by all. I still remember his happy smile.

I suspect that when the Reading Stroke Survivors meet again, 
tributes will be paid to a lovely man.

He died at the hospital as a result of the virus on 14 April 2020. 
He had warned the hospital authorities before this date of the 
dangers of working without PPE equipment.’

A Valentine Date
WHAT A surprise to find a picture of Valentine 

Crescent’s VE day party and later the Fancy dress 
party.  It brought back happy memories for me and 
probably for other people who lived in ‘Our Road’ 
in 1945.  I remember the street party - I would have 
been just 6 years old.  I also remember the Dads light-
ing fireworks in dustbins, they must have had a good 
time.  The tables were just outside our house at no. 
23.  Looking at the picture, it can’t have been a very 
warm day, everyone in their coats.

The other picture was at St John’s Hall and was for 
all the families in Valentine Crescent, and took place in the Autumn of 1945.  I can see 
many of my friends and neighbours.  Trevor (who sent in the photographs) was right, 
Mr Billingham is in the middle and he was my Dad.  Next to him is the local doctor Dr. S. 
Dahne.  I can see Julia Hackman (née Curling) on the right in the front in a fairy cos-
tume.  Julia was my life-long friend and we miss her; she would have loved this photo-
graph.  Next to Julia is Francis Honey in his page boy outfit and the soldier is Rex Hinton.  
Just along a bit is Beatrice Norman in a pretty sailor costume, and I’m just behind her as 
the Bride.  Trevor mentioned it was before he was born, but I see his sister Sandra being 
held by her Dad on the far right of the picture.

There are many more that I could name, and I would say that the Crescent was a very 
close community, where all us ‘kids’ had a happy time together, without much traffic to 
interfere with our ball games etc.

Many thanks to Sandra and Trevor for sending in such a surprise picture.
Eunice Cooper

Write to the editors

St Peter’s Day Celebration 
– via Zoom!

By Nigel Smith

ON SUNDAY 28 June, 83 people 
celebrated St Peter’s ‘Patronal Festival’ 
via Zoom, joining in a spiritual Holy 
Communion with Rector Mike Smith.  The 
choir sang ‘together’ for the first time since 
lockdown, a celebratory piece in which each 
member had practised their part at home 
and then sent it off to be blended.  Quite 
a triumph.  Afterwards most stayed on to 
share coffeetime catching up with friends 
and some joined a quiz.  There was an online 
collection for Age UK.  Many wore green 

colouring (St Peter’s church colour) and 
also a variety of hats - the churchwarden 
even sported a green beard!  Tambourines 
were shaken, whistles were blown and bells 
were rung to celebrate the Peace. Quite a 
morning!

Each year, St Peter’s church remembers 
the martyrdom of their patron saint 
in Rome, by Emperor Nero, sometime 
between AD 64 and 68. St Peter’s day is 
29 June and a festival is usually held on the 
Sunday closest to the date.

A regular Communion service has now 
resumed at St Peter’s at 16.00 on Sundays.



Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

Gill Madeley NAHort.
Garden Design & Maintenance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
t. 0118 947 1178    m. 07971 742 053

gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

• Garden Design
• Maintenance
• Seasonal Clearance

• Planting
• Advice

BOILER REPLACEMENT 
SPECIALIST

• All Gas Work Undertaken  •  Servicing
• Landlord Safety Certificates  •  Central Heating

Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to under-
perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state

of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158

for free quote
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Mobile ear wax removal 
Qualified audiologist 
HCPC registered
Lucinda Ellis
Tel. 07795 268866

From here to Modernity
by Viv Emerson

AS WE travel through Covid-19 and 
beyond, we have to face the fact that our lives 
will never be the same again. We have just 
passed through three months of lockdown, 
which has been the strangest experience 
of our lives. I am trying not to use the 
overworked word ‘unprecedented’, but even 

those of us who can remember the last war, when we had blackouts and 
rationing, have found the recent situation a very new experience.

To start, let’s look at the wide spectrum of experiences which people 
have encountered. The front-line workers who have been working their 
socks off to try and keep those affected by the virus alive and, where 
unsuccessful, caring for those bereaved. The key-workers, whose work 
life has continued much as before, but have been called upon to work 
harder and under strange circumstances to keep us fed, watered and 
serviced. Those who have been fortunate enough to be able to work at 
home, even if some have had to juggle keeping on top of work with child 
minding and teaching as well. And then those who have been furloughed 
and have been busy at home, gardening, decorating, or sorting their 
homes into tidy enclaves of pseudo normality, but with an uncertain 
future. Finally, those who have been, and are continuing to struggle to 
survive without income. Even, in some cases, with no state support, 
and are only managing with the help of charities and food banks. It is a 
diverse spectrum.

Learning and using ‘New Technology’

What has changed from where we were? Well, we have changed the 
way we have been doing things. We have adapted to different conditions, 
learning and using ‘New Technology’ often unheard of hitherto. Will we 
return to our old ways? I doubt it. There are so many examples, but it’s 
worth mentioning a few.

Although many have shopped online for ages, the numbers now 

seem to be at the very least twice what they 
were before. This is not only convenient, but 
also often saves money, as we are less likely to 
make random purchases from a special display. 
We social distance whenever we meet or have 
visitors to our gardens. As a result, I am sure we 
all long for a hug and hope that that custom 
will return as soon as possible.

Our churches and places of worship have 
been closed, but thankfully Zoom appeared, as 
if by magic, to provide us with a way of having 
meetings and, above all, worshipping together. 
We may have missed seeing familiar faces close 
to and chatting before or after our services. 
But I am sure there will be those who have 
welcomed not having to make a journey and 
when it is over find they are still in the comfort 
and warmth of their own homes.

We have found ourselves part of a number 
of communities such as street ‘WhatsApp’ 
groups which, for many, were either unknown 
or non- existent before. These have served as a 
lifeline and a happy environment, enabling us to 
survive the lockdown but also to keep the most 
vulnerable supplied with essential goods. This 

latter has been so successful I can only hope 
and pray that the knowledge and maintenance 
of such communities will continue well into 
the future. They have shown, to those of us 
unaware of them before, we are ‘not alone’.

So where do we go from here? As we very 
gradually emerge from lockdown, like a 
butterfly coming out of the chrysalis, it is 

DPD Delivery   								                  photo P Chatfield

continued on page 7

A J JACKSON
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painting and decorating

l  interior and exterior
l  plastering (walls & ceilings)
l  plaster & damp repairs
l  artex skimming
l  tiling (walls & oors)
l  wallpapering
l  furniture spraying
l  20 years experience
l  quality workmanship
l  fully insured
l  free quotes and advice
l  references available

yz

*nvq qualied in carpentry 
e.g. wooden ooring,

door hanging, skirting, shelving etc.

Contact Andy

07419 367755
andyjj4@gmail.com

based in tilehurst

yz



JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING & HEATING

ENGINEER
Over 25 years experience

Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

MANY must have wondered about this 
monument, by the car park at the beginning of 
the Thames Side Promenade, just off Richfield 
Avenue.  It always looks a little dusty and 
neglected, a drinking fountain with no water 
supply, and a memorial to someone long 
forgotten.  It tells you that Frank Attwells died 
in 1892, during his mayoral year, and that his 
widow, Sarah, left the money for the building of 
the monument and died in 1905 - but nothing 
more.

It was left to her trustees to have the 
monument designed and constructed.  They 
decided on something that would be useful 
to man and beast, with metal drinking-cups 

chained to it for humans, and basins below for horses and 
dogs.  Mrs. Attwells had wanted it to be on Bath Road, but 
Reading Corporation decided otherwise.  The site chosen 
was by the Caversham Bridge Hotel, by the tram terminus at 
Caversham Bridge, and the path leading to the new Thames 
Side Promenade.  In 1908, at the time of the unveiling, the 
bridge was still the narrow iron bridge from the 1860s, and 
Richfield Avenue had not been thought of.

...‘who deserves to be commemorated?’

The question of who deserves to be commemorated and 
for how long, has been much in the news recently.  Frank 
Attwells ran a music shop in Friar Street, but then so did 
the Binfields, the Hickies, and Barnes and Avis.  In fact, he 
had taken over Binfield’s music shop, and his firm was called 
Attwells, Binfield and Company.  Some measure of the 
esteem in which he was held is reflected by the fact that at 
the time of his funeral in 1892, between 2 and 4 on a Monday 
afternoon, all business in the town was to be suspended.  He 
was a man of action.  He had been a councillor for some 

years, and he was Deputy Captain of the Volunteer Fire 
Brigade.  He was a keen swimmer and had saved several 
people from drowning.  He had organised promenade 
concerts in the New (1882) Town Hall, he was a conductor 
and pianist, and for a time he had leased the Theatre Royal.

Under his direction, the theatre was rebuilt and opened 
as the Royal County Theatre in 1887.  Just after his time, in 
1894, the theatre was struck by lightning and burned down, 
and a new Royal County Theatre opened, farther west in 
Friar Street, the following year.

It was only twenty years or so after the unveiling of the 
fountain that Reading Corporation announced its intention 
of removing it, and putting it into storage – probably never 
to be seen again.  Presumably motor traffic was increasing 
with the opening of the new Caversham Bridge in 1926, and 
it was felt to be in the way, even though Richfield Avenue 
was still several decades in the future.  But the memories 
of Frank Attwells must still have been strong.  A petition 
was organised, the councillors changed their minds, and the 
fountain was moved to its present position – initially with a 
water supply.

MAPLEDURHAM  PARISH  HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen & 
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:  
• Children's parties / Family celebrations
• Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions

• Drama & Music Groups  

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

Happy Wanderer tells the story of...

The Attwells Memorial Fountain  

Caversham Tram Terminus and Bridge Hotel  
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0118 967 7033
info@carter-electrical.co.uk

www.carter-electrical.co.uk

‘‘ ‘‘

Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

Carter Electrical

Installations

Who would ever have thought
that being an electrician would
have put you at the forefront
of modern innovative
technology? For many years,
being a sparky meant fuses,
wires, sockets and plugs but
now, and Jon Carter is
testament to this, the green
revolution has swept through
the industry and shows no
signs of abating. 
Jon Carter, along with his brother Matt and father Michael
run Carter Electrical Installations and, like his father before
him is extremely keen on maintaining his company's
reputation for excellence. The old fashioned notion of
brilliant customer service with a friendly face with an
affordable price tag holds true, but now, the firm can offer so
much more. The latest innovations in renewable energy such
as Photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps are being
embraced with gusto by the authorities. And by Carter
Electrical Installations. Jon has been awarded the MCS
accreditations that are needed to be able to install PV
systems in your home. If you use him, you can be absolutely
sure that all of the work will be done to the highest
standards and using the best possible equipment and PV
cells. While these systems are not cheap to install, they will
save you money and will lead to a return on your investment.
You pay now and get money back for the lifetime of the
system. And they are incredibly simple. With no moving
parts, they need minimal servicing and will enhance the
value of your home. It's like having your own private power
supply attached to your house. 

As well as this new age of renewable technology, Jon carter
and his team remain as skilled as ever at the traditional side
of things. As Jon says: “If it's got wires, we can fix it. And
that goes for wireless technology as well!” For a better look
at the company and how they can help you, visit
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

>> Carter Electrical

unlikely, at least in the short term, that the future will be 
beautiful like a ‘Painted Lady’. However, we are all different. 
As we face this challenge, some will be petrified by the 
prospect, while others will be raring to go, with enthusiasm 
and ideas as to what they can do in the changed environment. 
Well, I am not able to predict what the future holds because 
my crystal ball is no better than anyone else’s, but we can all 
be hopeful, and it might be good to look at those covered in 
my initial spectrum.

...‘key workers who have played a pivotal role’...

The front-line workers will need some respite. I hope 
they get this and that the current and future governments 
remunerate them accordingly, remembering the part they 
played in our survival. The key workers, who have played a 
pivotal role in keeping us all on an even keel and ensured 
that we had all we needed to survive. Let us hope that this 
too is remembered and rewarded appropriately. Those who 

have worked at home have experienced advantages in saved 
commuting time and fares. Although they have experienced 
some disadvantages, lessons will have been learnt. Those 
furloughed face an uncertain future as their work, particularly 
in the hospitality industry, is fragile and may not recover. Let 
us hope that out of this come entrepreneurs who will see and 
develop opportunities utilising the experience these people 
possess. Finally, for those at the bottom of the ladder, who 
were struggling before the pandemic, let us hope that this, 
and future, governments will do more to narrow the gap 
between the haves and have nots and reduce the social divide.

There is a long road ahead for each of us, but particularly 
for the government and the young, who will be paying for the 
enormous deficit which this country will have. Let us hope 
that we all come out of this having learnt something from the 
experience and that we do not squander the benefits in the 
vain hope of returning to what we might see as ‘normality’.

From here to Modernity
continued from page 6



M. D. Howlett
architectural consultant
(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial 
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

Painting and Decorating
Fencing, Gardening,

General Property Maintenance

Local references available

For a free quote contact Alan Smith
07958 788552

• Guttering Installations & Repairs • Roofing
• Fascias & Soffits • Painting & Decorating

• All Interior & Exterior maintenance 
• Pest Control Service

• Full Public Liability Insured • Police Checked

On presentation of this advert you will receive 
a 20% discount during August and September

info@theabelgroupreading.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978 

for a free estimate

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES

READING
PLUMBING & HEATING

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING, HEATING 
AND GAS WORKS UNDERTAKEN.
OVER 30 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED.
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR 
CITIZENS.

MOBILE: 07702556790
EMAIL: darrenscottrph@btinternet.com

111613

ENVIRONMENT

Please mention this paper when 
replying to advertisements
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Top Advice
by Tricia Marcouse

FOLLOWING my article on Recycling in 
Reading published in June, I was asked about 
the best thing to do with the screw-on caps for 
glass bottles and paper ‘Tetra Pak’ type cartons.

For glass bottles, the answer is yes please. Do 

Reading Golf Club

by Phil Chatfield

FOLLOWING our article last month based on information 
from the Keep Emmer Green group, the general manager 
of the golf club, Gary Stangoe, contacted us. His e-mail is 
reproduced in part below.

‘Good afternoon
One of our members handed me a copy of the latest 

edition of the Caversham Bridge today. 
Whilst fully recognising that when we move to our new 

home in March 2021 at Caversham Heath the plans for 
some development on our land in Emmer Green will not 
be welcomed by everyone, it was disappointing that you 
have published an article about the club with inaccuracies 
based on information supplied to you by the action group 
opposed to us.

….. we recognise in this day and age anything can be 
published but believe your excellent publication is to keep 
local residents up to date and informed properly. On this 
occasion on certain matters this is not the case.

The concerns of local residents are fully understandable 
and we have no issue with those concerns being highlighted 
or the opposition to planned development being reported. 
However when mis-information is spread, as has happened 
over the last two years, this has fuelled ill-feeling which in 
turn has led to ‘hate mail’ being received and condescending 
material about individuals being posted through local letter 
boxes. ‘

Gary offered to meet me to explain his and the club’s 
concerns. We met at the club on the 29 June. Gary 
explained our article had included information concerning 
the payment the club had received from Fairfax Properties 
which was incorrect. Whilst the payment has been made, 

the terms with respect to repayment and interest we 
reported are not correct. 

He also pointed out the club had shown 250 homes for 
development in their public exhibition in February, whilst 
our article implied the numbers had increased from 130 
to 260 since then. Following the exhibition, the proposed 
development has been subject to an independent review 
panel which recommended smaller houses for the site, 
which has led to a decrease in overall floorspace proposed.

With respect to the South Oxfordshire District Council 
Local Plan, the club had submitted information in 2019 
when the Plan was first being considered. Their land is not 
in the Green Belt or AONB. The Club has not submitted 
any new plans for their land in South Oxfordshire, but have 
submitted representations to the Local Plan. The plan is 
due for examination by the Planning Inspectorate in mid-
July 2020.

‘...an active and sustainable legacy’ 

Gary, himself an Emmer Green resident, was keen 
to emphasise the desire of the Club to leave an active 
and sustainable legacy they could be proud of when 
they move to the Caversham Heath site. As well as the 
proposed housing, this would include a new Health Centre, 
new accessible open space and cycle paths, a country 
park, planting of over 1,000 trees, new allotments and 
contributions towards existing open and play spaces and to 
enable provision of a synthetic surface sporting pitch in the 
area. They have taken out an 80-year lease on their new 
home at Caversham Heath, and the buildings developed 
there will include a studio for yoga and pilates, together 
with fitness facilities. Also a new six hole ‘Academy course’ 
is due to be laid out.

put the bottle cap back on when you 
take it to your local bottle bank. It is 
removed at the glass plant and re-
cycled IF you are in an area like ours 
that colour segregates the glass.

For paper ‘Tetra Pak’ type car-
tons, the carton should be flattened 
completely and the lid screwed back 
on, or don’t flatten, put the lid on, 
and pierce with a knife. These are 
collected in our red bins.

Please rinse both before recycling. 
You can find out more about what can go in your recycling bin on the 
RE3cyclopedia https://re3.fccenvironment.co.uk/recylo/

  Design for extended clubhouse at Caversham Heath                                                                 image Reading Golf Club

Crush your carton!   Photo J Offord
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Choose song-bird 
safe olive oil

 

by Phil Chatfield

ENVIRONMENT

DO YOU use olive oil for cooking and in 
salad dressings? If so, you may be shocked to 
know modern harvesting practices are killing 
migratory birds. Portugal’s Institute for Nature 
Conservation and Forests has found millions of 
birds are killed each olive harvesting season in 
the Mediterranean basin.

The songbirds, many of which migrate from 
northern and central Europe to winter in North 
Africa, frequently stop to rest in olive trees in 
southern Spain, France, Portugal and Italy. They 
are sucked out of the trees at night by super-
intensive harvesting machines.

It has been estimated that in Andalusia 2.6 
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Chazey Farm Barn in the frame
by Helen Lambert, Chair of CADRA

IF YOU have walked down to the end of 
The Warren, you may have seen activity 
around Chazey Barn and wondered about the 
barn and the background to the work going 
on.

Of Reading’s six Grade I listed buildings, the 
barn is the only non-ecclesiastical structure, 
and the only one north of the Thames. A 
study by Oxford Archaeology in 2003 gave 
more detailed information. They described 
it as a large, impressively constructed barn 
which has been little altered since its original 
construction. It is rare for a building like this 
to have escaped with so few alterations. There 
are distinctive up braces to the ridge not seen 
elsewhere locally and indicating high quality 
design.

...‘can be dated to 1611’

The red bricks are handmade, laid in English 
bond and almost certainly manufactured 
within the Mapledurham Estate. Most of the 
timber is oak, and using dendrochronology, 
can be dated to 1611. This puts it earlier 
than the 1951 formal Grade I listing, which 
indicates late 17th or early 18th century. The 
construction is said to be similar to the Tudor 
building at Mapledurham House.

The Oxford Archaeology timber analysis 
indicates that Chazey Farmhouse, which is 
itself Grade II* listed, also dates from around 
1611. This suggests a comprehensive building 
programme in the early 17th century. In 1582, 
Sir Michael Blount, owner of the Manor of 
Mapledurham, bought the smaller Chazey 
manor from Anthony Brydges, thus increasing 
the size of his estate. In 1588 he raised a loan 
of £1,500 to build the present Mapledurham 
House expressing his status as a high official 
of Elizabeth I. This was completed by his son 

Sir Richard in 1612. It seems that the Blount 
family saw no use for the medieval manor 
structures, which were demolished and 
replaced by a new farm complex.

Excavations during 2008 and 2009 located 
the remains of these demolished manorial 
structures and revealed details of the earlier 
development, probably from the late 12th 
century, as well as some prehistoric evidence.

As can be seen from the accompanying 
photographs taken in 2013, the barn is in 
poor condition. It has been on the English 
Heritage ‘At risk register’ since at least 2006, 
when the condition was recorded as ‘very 
bad’. The owners of the Mapledurham Estate 
have sought to resolve this by entering into 
a long lease which passes the responsibility 
for repair and maintenance of the barn 
to the lessee. For many years, both local 
organisations and individuals have been 
pressing the Council and English Heritage to 
bring pressure to bear.

Next month I will write about the planning 
status of the barn and the current repair work 
designed to stabilise the structure.

Chazey Farm Barn   				                photo H Lambert

million birds die each year due to this method 
of harvesting, while in Portugal the number is 
96,000. The Government of Andalusia believes 
many of these birds are sold illegally to the rural 
hotel industry for consumption.

Night-time harvesting is done because the 
cool temperatures better preserve the olive 
flavours. Daytime harvesting prevents this 
happening – and the technique is reportedly not 
used in Greece.

Ethical Consumer contacted all the 
companies they had examined in a recent Olive 
Oil guide to ask if they could guarantee their 

olive oil was not made 
using this harvesting 
technique. Of the 
major supermarkets, 
Waitrose, Marks 
& Spencer and 
Sainsbury all con-
firmed their olive oil 
did not involve this 
technique, as did most companies supplying 
organic oil and smaller suppliers such as 
Zaytoun. Full details of their survey can be 
found on their web site.

Based on information from the Olive Oil 
Times: www.oliveoiltimes.com/world/millions-
of-birds-killed-by-nighttime-harvesting-in-
mediterranean/68111 and the Ethical Consumer 
- www.ethicalconsumer.org/food-drink/olive-
harvesting-bird-deaths 

Web sites accessed 6 June 2020



Spring the Garden Centres will have better plants on 
sale, but you do have the satisfaction of knowing you 
did it your way and in the colour you desired.

And what could be easier than growing Foxgloves 
(Digitalis) where for a couple of pounds you can buy a packet of seed, 
get lots of seedlings and then beautiful spikes of colour. In some 
seed catalogues the choice of Foxglove varieties can be large, but 
watch out because one or two on offer are, in my opinion, a bit weird. 
However, perhaps I am being a grumpy old man.

I haven’t grown any for years but I do fancy growing some 
Polyanthus. I do like them, but sadly the reason I have been reluctant 
is because in the past I have had some poor germination. Maybe I 
should try again.

A plant that seems right out of favour these days is Canterbury 
Bells. I can’t remember when I last saw them in anyone’s garden. 
To be different you could grow some this year, but I don’t think I will. 
Shame on me!

There are others I haven’t the space to mention, such as Iceland 
Poppies and Brompton Stocks and perhaps one day I will tell you of 
my adventures with them.

I sowed the seed in a 5-inch pot and they germinated well. Later 
I pricked out three boxes of seedlings. I really enjoy pricking out 
seedlings - but then we all have our peculiarities. Anyway, I over-
wintered the plants in my tatty, unheated greenhouse. Then in Spring 
I planted them out in trays and they have flowered beautifully and 
continually (due to my wife dead heading them).

This reminds me that at this time of year there are a lot of plants 
that could be sown now. Here I am thinking mostly of biennials such 
as Wallflowers, Foxgloves and Forget-Me-Nots. I much prefer growing 
my own Wallflowers, probably because it is easy. I know that in the 

Tel: 0118 963 9456

All Types of Roofing

31 Great Knollys Street        +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7HU Fax: +44 (0)118 950 5896
Website: www.tsauction.co.uk                         Email: info@ts.co.uk

RICS compliant – clients money protected

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

Sow what? in the garden

Steve Daniels
Painting and Decorating

25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified

For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

J. LONG PROPERTY SERVICES
Builder, Painting & Decorating

Repairs and alterations

No job too small

Contact 0118 327 4783/07570 079700
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by William Cecil

SOMETHING strange was going on in the garden. As I walked 
down towards the bottom hedge a menacing noise filled the air, like 
a Formula I racing car revving up, and a dark cloud of flying insects 
swirled around a young ash tree.

Bees – Swarming – And they had chosen my garden.
I consulted a neighbour who always knows what to do in this kind 

of emergency.
“You need the Swarm Squad,” she said. So I contacted the 

Reading Beekeepers’ Association Swarm Co-ordinator. Within a 
couple of hours a local beekeeper appeared, with protective clothing 
and equipment to collect the bees. By this time the swirling cloud 
had settled into a large cluster on a branch.  My walking stick was 
borrowed to pull the branch down within reach and the swarm was 
gently encouraged into a large box. “So far this year we have dealt 

with nearly 60 swarms,” he said. 
“We have a list of members 
who have taken a beekeeping 
course and can give them a good 
home.” He stressed that the 
Swarm Squad only tackle honey 
bee swarms - not bumble bees, 
wasps or hornets. Neither can 
they remove swarms from cavity 
walls, chimneys or high trees. To 
help identify the type of bee, there 
is a useful guide on the British 
Beekeepers Association website 
www.bbka.org.uk/swarm. 

The Association’s beekeepers are volunteers interested in finding 
bees a good home. They don’t charge for their services but appreciate 
small donations to the RBKA. Their website is www.rbka.org.uk

Send for the Swarm Squad
What to do when too many bees invade your garden

Why does a colony swarm?
A BEE colony consists of three types of bee, the workers, the drones (the males) and a single Queen. The workers collect all the 

nectar, make the wax for the combs and, finally, make the honey.
The queen will briefly leave the hive to mate with as many drones as she can. This is not good news for the drones who will not 

survive the experience. Ah, well…
Swarming is a natural part of the honey bee life cycle, normally linked to the birth of new queens. The bees will have been making 

preparations for weeks before they swarm, raising a number of new queens. The first queen to leave will take most of the bees with 
her (the ‘prime swarm’), and this will be followed by a number of smaller swarms (known as casts). They will usually settle somewhere 
convenient near the original colony, and stay there for some hours while scout bees search for a new home. 

    Viola Chantreyland                                      photo Les Cooper

Dear Editor
Reading Les Cooper’s article about different gardeners on 

radio and television reminded me of meeting Percy Thrower in 
his Garden Centre in Shrewsbury. I had bought a container of 3 
plants – but when I got them home I found that one of the plants 
was a very poor specimen. I took it back to the Garden Centre 
expecting to have the sub-standard plant replaced. The Assistant 
I spoke to was rather doubtful about replacing it, but then Percy 
Thrower himself walked past and enquired what the problem 
was. As soon as it was explained to him, he gave me another 
container of 3 plants – so I did very well out of that encounter.

He was well known in Shrewsbury as he was responsible for 
the stunning planting in the public gardens and around the town.
Yours sincerely
Dan Davies

by Les Cooper

ISN’T IT a great feeling when you 
get something right in the garden? 
Last September I sowed some Viola 
‘Chantreyland’ seed and they have looked 
really great for weeks. They are a prolific 
bright orange that brightens every day. 
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Fairtrade facemasks and 
more – the World Shop

by Katherine Meehan

I WAS last at the World Shop in March, 
the Wednesday before lockdown, and 
already there was a sense of the disruption 
that was to follow. RISC had planned 
to close from that Saturday, hoping to 

reopen in May. This meant being closed in the remaining 
weeks until Easter, so we reduced the eggs and chocolates 
by 50%. I stocked up on Fairtrade coffee and took pictures 
of the shop to post to social media, not knowing when I 
would return.

Closure has brought challenges to our shop, but we were 
able to participate in the furlough scheme. Not so for our 
many suppliers and producers, whose livelihoods depend 
upon the sale of goods. Suppliers of food essentials, like 
Traidcraft, have continued to do good business online, 
sometimes selling out of products. However, craft suppliers 
have struggled as demand has fallen for non-essential 

goods—accessories, fashion, homewares. Fortunately, a 
constellation of factors unique to fair trade meant that many 
of our suppliers were well-positioned to respond rapidly to 
the crisis. They used their networks to fundraise for out of 
work artisans, and to shift production to new product lines, 
as was the case with Lost in Samsara.

‘ craft suppliers have struggled as 
demand has fallen’

For several years, Lost in Samsara has supplied us with 
upcycled bags and wallets, but the current crisis has made 
it impossible for many of their producers in Cambodia to 
continue working. They were able swiftly to shift gears and 
begin production of fair trade face masks, and to create 
a new line of ethical t-shirts, with proceeds to benefit 
producers and community groups. This ability to rapidly 
adapt to changing circumstances speaks to the ingenuity 
and creativity of the people involved, and the utility of the 
fair trade partnership between artisan and supplier, with its 
emphasis on dialogue and respect. This gels with a lesson 
that many of us have learned during the past months: in 
times of crisis, human-scale connections can be worth more 
than the wealth of multinational corporations. By contrast, 
in April it was reported that many clothing orders had 
been cancelled or suspended – individuals working in the 

garment industry now stood to lose their incomes without 
a safety net. To be blunt, we need fair trade because many 
countries do not provide the basic workplace protections 

many of us take for granted. Any disruption to functioning 
political systems, economies, or trade relations inevitably 
means struggle for the most vulnerable. If we are critical of 
material consumption, we must also ask what becomes of 
producers when we are not buying their products.

The World Shop reopens in August with new safety 
measures in place. Perspex will screen the till. Hand sanitiser 
will be available. Staff will wear masks and Lost in Samsara’s 
face masks will be available to buy. Fair trade is not the 
perfect answer to the ills of our planet, but it is pragmatic. 
In a market-based economy, it creates a space for the 
production and sale of ethical goods. All of us at the World 
Shop will be relieved to be able to do business again after 
these strange months—to see familiar faces, to have a sense 
of normality return, however altered, and to do right by 
artisans and producers by doing our part to create a market 
for their goods.

The World Shop is at 35-39 London Street, Reading, and 
sells fairly traded products from around the world. For more 
details, see their web site: www.risc.org.uk/world-shop

Lost in Samsara bags     		          photo S Rizzoli 

Save as you shop
by Phil Chatfield

LAST month we featured an article about the 
Caversham Butcher. By chance, in June we 
received a donation of a collection of back 
issues of the Caversham Bridge from the 1980s 
from a former editor. 
The Caversham Butcher 
was previously known as 
Jennings, who advertised 
regularly in the paper. 
This advertisement for 
Jennings Brothers dates 
from 1983. The simple 
design and lack of website 
and Facebook contact 
details show how much 
things have changed since 
then.

World Shop    				          photo K Meehan



Brought to book
by Elestr Lee

MANY OF us have coped with lockdown by 
catching up with some reading.  And books – in the 
form of stationery – have also come in useful to store 
tidied-up photos and mementos, or for creative 
outlets such as writing and drawing.  In the age of 
the internet, the old-fashioned concept of the book 
has very much come into its own.

Local artist Janina Maher, whose work can 
normally be seen exhibited in Caversham’s Arts Trail, 
is an expert in creating unique handmade stationery.  
“I am a complete paper addict!” she says, explaining, 
there are so many ways of making books.”

Janina, originally from Bristol, is now settled in 
Caversham.  An accountant for many years, she also 
loved art and crafts.  “Dad was an artist, a graphic 
designer, who illustrated books, while painting as a 
hobby,” she explains.  “He was most disappointed 
that I became an accountant! However, in the 
holidays I would go on courses, drawing, painting 
and textiles, which kept me sane while carrying out 
the day job.”

“Then ten years ago, I did a one-day course on 
Japanese stab stitch, and I knew that was what I really 
wanted to do.  I continued the ‘day job’ for another 
five years, at which point I was doing contract work.  
I realised I no longer wanted a contract, so I went 
fulltime into book making.”

The craft of making a book by hand goes right back 
to the earliest years of the Christian era, when writing 

switched from being preserved on scrolls to sheets 
of vellum or papyrus, which needed to be stitched 
together, then surrounded by protective boards, or 
covers.  The pages – nowadays folded paper – are 
stitched in a variety of ways, using techniques traced 
back to the earliest roots of the craft and its origins 
around the world.  Janina often creates books using 
Coptic binding, a technique dating back right to 
the second century AD, used by the early Coptic 
Christians in Egypt when preserving their Gnostic 
writing, and featuring a distinctive stitching style.

“Another thing about Coptic binding is that the 
book opens out completely flat,” explains Janina.  “It 
contains what we call ‘signatures’ of folded paper.  A 
piece of paper folded three times - known as ‘octavo’ 
- creates eight pages.  Six signatures of four pieces of 
folded paper makes a surprisingly large number of 
pages, and these are all hand-sewn together.”

Using linen thread for stitching the pages together, 
Janina uses a variety of different bookbinding 
techniques, apart from the Coptic style, taking 
inspiration from ancient oriental bookmaking such 
as Japanese stab binding.  She has found it fascinating 
to experiment with alternative methods of binding 
sheets of paper together, such as using metal screws, 
or even cocktail sticks to ‘hinge’ pages together.

As well as selling her handmade books at arts trails, 
Janina normally devotes a lot of her time to teaching 
crafts, for the Henley Arts and Crafts Guild, Micklems 
Farm Creative Workshops, and Ardington School. 
When lockdown happened, everything suddenly 
stopped.  “I really miss face to face contact,” Janina 
says.  Workshops have begun to move to online, a 
whole new experience for Janina and her students.

“I did a mixed-media workshop, rather than 
bookbinding, and it required a lot of materials.  I 
was doing this in my dining room, with most of the 
stuff on the floor.  I was quite nervous to start, but I 
have watched the recording, and it seems reasonably 
coherent.  I have a few pointers for my next session 
– like try not to get your nose in the way of the 
camera!” Janina says.

As well as mastering different ways to bind paper, 
which continue to fascinate Janina, she enjoys 
decorating the ‘boards’, or covers of her handmade 
books, and this is where Janina and her students 
can become really creative.  “At the moment I have 
been using Gelli plate with acrylic paint, but I like 
to experiment with different materials, using fabric 
or scrap paper, or even crumpled brown wrapping 
paper, painted then waxed – marbling, or using 
materials such as leather,” she explains.

And does she ever discover what her unique 
handmade books are used for?  “They can be for 
writing, for special occasions such as a wedding, new 
baby mementos, or for drawing in.  At one workshop, 
as I was teaching the students how to create their 
own books, one lady started to fill hers in during 
the workshop. And by the time we had finished, her 
book was already complete!”

To find out more, here are some links:

www.ardingtonschool.com

janinamaher.artweb.com

www.facebook.com/JaninaMaherArtist

Janina’s Facebook Group Bookbinding Unbound 

www.facebook.com/groups/1961442537443991

Creative Caversham
The Annual Caversham Arts Trail, normally held in May, has been 

postponed until 26/27 September in response to the pandemic restrictions. 
For the last ten years, the Trail has given visitors an opportunity to meet the 
artists in their own homes and studios, to see their techniques demonstrated 
and to buy work directly from them.

This month meet Janina, a maker of hand made books. For more details 
of the Arts Trail, see: www.facebook.com/cavershamartstrail
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Decorating the boards is part of Janina’s craft

All photos J Maher

Different techniques facinate Janina, such as 
wrapped cross binding

Janina preparing an online class

Ancient Coptic skills create beautiful books for 
today



• Premium Amtico Retailer

• Independent family run business

• Top brand name flooring at the lowest price 

• Samples to view in your home/office

• Free advice / free quotes

• Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

• Fast turn around on fitting if required

Tel: 01189 580 4455
10a Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8 EQ

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk/www.richfield flooring.co.uk

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntlworld.com

1Electrics
Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements

For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

01491 612810 
jonesandjacob.com

Jones and Jacob Ltd offer an easy way to sell your 
unwanted items. We can assist with everything from 

single items to a full house clearance.
We hold auctions on the second Wednesday of every 

month, selling silver, jewellery, collectors items, 
pictures and furniture.

12th February | 11th March

Probate and Insurance valuations

Simon has a wealth of knowledge and 
experience in providing valuations and as an 
auctioneer. He is happy to conduct valuations 
at your home or on site at our saleroom.

Simon Jones 
Director & Auctioneer

Jones and Jacob Ltd offer an easy way to sell your unwanted 
items.  We can assist with everything from single items to a full 

house clearance.

We hold auctions on the second Wednesday of every month, 
selling silver, jewellery, collectors’ items, pictures and furniture.

Next auctions 12th August - 9th September
Simon has a wealth of knowledge and experience in providing 

valuations and as an auctioneer.  He is happy to conduct 
valuations at your home or on site at our saleroom in Watlington.

PROBATE and INSURANCE VALUATIONS

tel: 01491 612810 
jonesandjacob.com
Ingham Lane, Watlington 
OX49 5EJ
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by Hazel Bingham 

AS WE moved from June into July and the easing of lockdown, 
we were beginning to return to something that may be normality 
(not that any of us know what that is anymore!).  We’ve been 
cooking 5 hot meals a week, and not just at home for our own 
families, but for those in Caversham brave enough to eat our 
cooking!  (There are quite a few!)  On average we cook 30-40 
meals a day.  These have ranged from nachos to chicken curry 
to burgers to pasta bakes.  Each meal is lovingly prepared by the 
team at the Centre and usually served with a Weller-made dessert 
like cakes, biscuits and fruit salads to name just a few.

We would like to thank the people of Caversham who have 
donated during this time, not only their time, food, clothes and 
toys, but money towards our defibrillator fund. Our target of 
£1,500 was reached on 25 June.

We were lucky enough to find some time to be joined by Penny 

Cuthbert, the Minister at St John’s Church who planted three 
loganberry plants on 9 June in memory of her husband, Simon, 
who sadly passed away last year. As a group ARENA (Amersham 
Road Estate Neighbourhood Association) decided they wanted to 
do something to remember Simon. The original plan had been 
to do this during one of the youth sessions; however seasons/
timings/lockdown prevented this plan. We look forward to 
sampling them in a few years when they have fruit.

Penny said, “I was really moved when Hazel told me they 
wanted to plant something in memory of Simon at the Weller 
Centre. He was always really supportive of anything that helped 
build community and helped people find a sense of belonging, 
so it’s really fitting that there’s something in his memory at the 
Weller Centre. He was also really partial to a crumble, so in a few 
years’ time when we’re having apple and loganberry crumble we 
can think of him and smile! Huge thanks to Hazel and Simone for 
organising this, and to Sandra and Sonia for helping us with the 
planting.” 

by Lindsay Mullaney

THE MODERN play ‘Henry I of England’ was 
staged at St James’ Church in 2016. It was written 
by Beth Flintoff and produced by ‘Reading Between 
the Lines’. I was one of the historical advisors and 
became increasingly fascinated by the story of 
Henry I.

Books about him are either highly academic or 
over-simplified. I therefore decided to research and 
write a more accessible book, about both Henry 

What’s on the menu at the Weller Centre?

 photo  Simone Prendiville

Penny planting the loganberries 

Reading’s King – Henry I and His Abbey

and the great monastery he founded in Reading. 
In 2021, the town will celebrate the 900th 
anniversary of this event. Over the last four years 
I have been working on my own contribution to 
these celebrations.

I have used original sources: the great medieval 
chroniclers of the twelfth century, particularly 
Orderic Vitalis, William of Malmesbury, and 
Henry of Huntingdon. Far from being dry lists 
of events and battles, they give fascinating, and 
often amusing, details of life at the time. I hope 
that I have made Henry’s story informative, 
readable and entertaining.

he was  ‘licentious, avaricious, 
and cruel’

Henry was far from saintly: Henry of 
Huntingdon describes him as licentious, 
avaricious, and cruel. However, much was 
forgiven him because his reign was seen as a 
golden age of peace. Despite his faults he loved 
the Church, and Malmesbury describes how 
he founded Reading Abbey between the river 
Kennet and the Thames … where he placed 
monks of the Cluniac order who are to this day 
a noble pattern of holiness and an example of 

unwearied and delightful hospitality.
The book, published by Scallop Shell Press, 

has 250 pages. It is richly illustrated with about 
100 colour illustrations, maps and family trees. I 
hope these will make it both attractive and easy 
to read.

Covid-19 means that publication date is 
uncertain.

The pre-publication price will be about £18.00 
(£25.00 rrp). For more information please 
contact  ALMullaney@aol.com

Henry I,                  
 Matthew Paris with permission, 
British Library Cotton Claudius D.VI, f.9r.
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by John-Joe Cottam

GARDINER’S Homecare is a local, 
family run, business which was set up 
in 1968 by my grandmother, Dorothy 
Gardiner. Originally it supplied nurses 
and care workers to local hospitals and 
other institutions. Nowadays we are a 
‘domiciliary care’ agency, providing 
care workers who go into people’s 

homes, enabling them to remain in their own property for as long as possible. 
We operate across the Reading area, and also in South Oxfordshire including 
Henley. Our office, on the corner of Church Road and Priory Avenue, is a 
prominent local feature.

In January this year we were providing care for around 140 clients with 
a team of 100 carers. As we moved into February and March, both clients 
and staff became increasingly concerned about the new corona virus. The 
Government was slow to provide guidance for our sector. Initially the advice 
was that our care workers should not wear face masks as it was important 
that these were kept for hospital staff. Almost overnight, Care Workers were 
required by Public Health England to wear face masks when providing care 
for those of our clients who were shielding. We were sent a very small initial 
supply of face masks.

Whilst the rest of the country was being told to stay at home and maintain 
2 metres distance from others at all time, this was not possible for our team. 
Many of them wanted to wear face masks to every duty but sourcing further 
masks proved to be extremely difficult. Several local dental practices which 
had closed to the public donated masks to us. Other kind locals took to their 
sewing machines to make cloth face masks, whilst local schools produced 
face shields. These proved vital in helping us to maintain our service.

... ‘we managed to source enough masks for everyone’

Gradually the supply of surgical masks improved and with this the 
government issued new guidelines about the use of personal protective 
equipment including face masks. Surgical face masks were now to be worn 
for every care duty where Care Workers came within 2 metres of clients. 
This dramatically increased the number of masks that we required and we 
were no longer allowed to use handmade masks. Somehow we managed to 
source enough masks for everyone. It was reassuring for all that our team 

Healthcare weathers
Healthcare has been at the centre of the response to the Covid-19 pandemic. This month we look at how it has affected two local providers.

Gardiner’s Homecare
were wearing masks. But it hasn’t been a pleasant 
experience for our Care Workers to be wearing PPE 
so much and makes communication with clients 
much harder.

During March, around 20% of our clients chose 
to cancel their care in order to reduce their risk of 
exposure. Some of our care workers who felt at 
increased risk chose not to work in order to protect 
themselves or loved ones, especially with unclear 
guidance and shortages of PPE. During May and 
June most clients and care workers have returned.

Our office staff have changed the way they work, 
with many working from home. We do need to have 
some people in the office to accept deliveries and 
supply PPE to our carers. We now have one person 
per room and have been using Zoom a lot. I think 
homeworking will continue in some form for our 
business, it certainly helps us to be more resilient.

Our clients are privately funded and our minimum 
visit time is one hour. For each client we try to 
maintain a small team of regular care workers. This 
way of working reduced the risks for our clients 
and staff. As far as we are aware, there hasn’t been 
a case of Corona Virus amongst any of our staff or 
clients. We feel blessed that this is the case, but 
it also reflects how seriously our team took their 
infection control responsibilities They have been 
diligent with measures such as hand washing to 
protect themselves and our clients, for some of 
whom Corona Virus could be life threatening.

Our clients and their families have been very 
appreciative of the continued support from our 
team. Time and again, our care workers have 
gone the extra mile, my favourite example being 
the efforts many made for VE Day celebrations as 
well as setting up face time calls for families who 
couldn’t visit their elderly relatives. A local artist 
painted a fabulous picture of our care worker, Sally, 
wearing her face mask which I love. I know many 
of our team were moved by the Thursday evening 
‘Clap for carers’; thank you to all who took part in 
this.

One thing which has had to change is our regular 
care reviews, which normally involve a home visit. 
Unless safety critical, we are now carrying these 
out over the phone. We also haven’t been able to 
meet up with our team. This lack of face to face 
contact is a real shame.

If Coronavirus had happened even just 5 years 
ago, we would have found it more difficult to cope. 
Our Care Workers use their mobile phones for 
reading care plans and record keeping now. Our 
office team were easily able to work remotely and 
we are using Zoom for team updates and training.

I believe we play an important part in giving 
people the option of remaining in their own homes 
for as long as they can, and I am proud of the quality 
of our carers and the care they provide.

ST LUKE’S is a purpose-built residential home 
which opened in 1990, with February seeing the 
first resident moving in. The current manager of the 
home, Kim Franks, started work as a Care Assistant 
in June 1990, and the home was officially opened 
in December; so the home is celebrating its 30th 
Anniversary this year.

Initially it accommodated 48 residents but, over 
the years, the need for more specialist provision for 
residents with dementia has grown. So a purpose 
built dementia unit, The Oaks, with an additional 31 
beds, was built. In the early 2000s there was little 

Clapping for carers                   photo Gardiners

100th Birthday in lockdown    photo 
Gardiners

Painting of Sally in mask.         photo Gardiners

St Luke’s Care Home, 
Emmer Green

Kim Franks
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understanding of the different levels of dementia and the appropriate type and 
level of care. In recognition of these differences, St Luke’s has established 
separate provision – The Lilac Unit – for residents with a diagnosis of dementia 
who need less support.

The home employs around 75 staff, most of whom live locally. Having 
started as an assistant, Kim progressed to Senior Carer, then Team Leader 
and became Manager in 2000. The team have worked hard for their residents 
and last year were awarded an ‘Outstanding’ grade in their Care Quality 
Commission inspection.

Early in 2020 they started to hear about Covid-19. The home is owned by 
B&M Care Homes, and by late February the company recognised the risks 
and their homes were ‘locked down’ on 11 March, well ahead of the wider 
lockdown measures. The doors were closed to all but staff and healthcare 
professionals. The company was well prepared in terms of personal protective 
equipment, and the home has had all of the facemasks, aprons, gloves etc 
which it has needed. They were also given a supply of visors produced by local 
schools.

…  ‘testing was not readily available’

As lockdown began, risk assessments were done and procedures put in 
place to protect residents and staff. However, it became apparent that the 
virus was present in the home, although testing was not readily available. 

Things worsened, with around 25 residents and 
20 staff unwell. The remaining staff worked long 
hours to cover those who were off. The local NHS 
‘RRATS’ (Rapid Response and Treatment Service) 
from Wokingham were great, doing blood tests, 
providing treatment and prescribing as required. 
This team, based in Wokingham, supported care 
homes across Reading. Kim is proud of her staff 
and the way they responded. She provided constant 
updates for the relatives of residents, who were 
really supportive, sending in messages and treats 
for the staff.

This whole experience has been new for 
everyone. Although the advice was to regard a 
cough and temperature as symptoms, it became 
apparent residents were exhibiting others, such as 
chest infections, skin conditions and just generally 
being unwell. But testing was not available. When 
it was, each care home was allowed just two tests. 
If either was positive, it was assumed everyone 
was positive. Later, Reading Borough Council set 
up a testing station at Whiteknights to test staff 
who were unwell. Now with whole home testing, 
a number of people without any symptoms have 
tested positive.

The need for staff to wear facemasks was difficult 
for residents at first – they said they could not tell 
if staff were happy or sad. Facial expressions are 
so important in our communications. Towards the 
end of June, as conditions have improved, it was 
possible to allow relatives to visit, although only for 
a pre-booked period of 30 minutes in the garden 
with suitable precautions such as facemasks and 
handwashing.

Kim said “This was an experience we would not 
like to go through again, but our staff have been 
brilliant and relatives have been understanding and 
supportive.”

Emmer Green, St Lukes   			                     photo B & M
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the storm

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk

Email: a-ward@live.co.uk



l.co.uker-electrica

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

• Your problem is ours
• Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet  Reading 07952 668959

••
••

JWS CHAUFFEUR & EXECUTIVE SERVICE

Be driven in comfort, Luxury Mercedes
 To Airports : Weddings : Special occasions  

Sea Ports for Cruises
Reading based - reliable service - Accounts Welcome

Jimmy Wharton              Phone: 0118 975 2241 / 07801 937876                 

www.jwsexecutivetravel.co.uk

Proprietor                          Email:   jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Formerly known as Noble Chauffeur Service 

jws
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M.J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE            Telephone 947 5582

For a Clinic appointment please call

ARRIVE
in style

In our vintage 
Route Master 
1964 Double 
Decker Bus.
Available for
Weddings, 
School Proms, 
special 
occasions or 
a nostalgic trip.

Phone 0118 9473124 / 07860 842 760
barry.woolford@icloud.com

www.pasttimebus.com

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market 
and covering a wide range of areas including Equity Release.

Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation 
face to face appointment.

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com
T: 0118 991 8704

www.mayfieldmortgages.com
Mayfield Mortgages is a trading style of Kristian Kolb who is an appointed representative of Mortgage Intelligence Ltd 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 305330 in respect of mortgage, 
insurance and consumer credit mediation activities only.

!

!

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market and covering a wide 

range of areas including Equity Release. 

Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation face to face 

appointment. 

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com 

T: 0118 991 8704 

www.mayfieldmortgages.com 
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Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns

Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

NETLEY LANDSCAPES
Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND

TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

Domestic, Commercial & Garden Waste
House / Loft Clearance

Garage / Shed Clearance

 Licensed Waste Carrier with 
 commitment to recycling

Serving Caversham and surrounding areas
Fast, friendly & reliable service 

For a free no obligation quote, please call:
0118 348 1553 / 0781 8033625

 www.allrubbishcollected4U.co.uk

Please mention this paper when 
replying to advertisements

WASP NEST ?
Call Abelcare – available 24/7

 
LOGO

 
info@theabelgroupreading.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978
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