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INSIDE

Going like the clappers 
in Emmer Green and Caversham

by Phil Chatfield

In our last edition we reflected on how our lives have been transformed in a matter 
of days. As I write, it is more than six weeks since the ‘lockdown’ began. For most of the 
time we have been fortunate in having good weather which has helped many to cope 
with the constraints on their lives. Our green spaces have provided an opportunity for 
exercise and have been supplemented by Reading Golf Club opening their course for 
the walking public.

In the last few weeks, we have begun to look forward to celebrating our key workers 
on a Thursday evening. Neighbours stand on doorsteps or in the street clapping, 
ringing bells, banging saucepans or even sounding horns and bugles. A break from the 
monotony, a chance to chat across the road and a milestone in the lockdown period.

Rainbow posters in windows have been supplemented with rainbow ribbons on 
school gates, bunting, clever crochet work, notices thanking our postmen and women 
and a cartoon for our bin men. Across the area there was relief when we were told the 
green bin collection would resume. The loaders were happy to take extra bags which 
had accumulated over the preceding weeks, so now we can attack the pruning with 
renewed enthusiasm. These collections may help prevent bonfires, which can be a real 
cause of distress for some people. See the article on page 6 for more on this. Our road 
repairers have also been busy patching up potholes in the area.

Many who are not key workers want to do something useful to support the 
community as a whole. Some have volunteered to collect and deliver prescriptions 
and essential supplies. In response to requests from healthcare workers for personal 
protective equipment, a cottage industry has sprung up. Sewing machines across 
Caversham and Emmer Green have been called up to make headbands, scrubs, wash 
bags and facemasks. Our article on page 5 has more on this.

In some areas, for example in part of Chiltern Road, neighbours have an agreed time 
for coffee together ‘apart’, sitting in their drives and front gardens and chatting across 
fences and the road. There was a flurry of excitement in South View Avenue, when a 
bulk order of composted manure arrived. Bags were delivered to houses along the road, 
to the delight of gardeners who had been unable to obtain supplies due to the closure 

of garden centres.
One sad 

reflection of the 
times has been 
the regular sight 
of a hearse with 
only one car 
behind it. Many 
people have been 
unable to attend 
funerals, or have 
done so on-line, 

Thank you to all who submitted photos for our Spring Photo Competition.  When 
we planned the launch of our seasonal photographic competitions, we could not have 
anticipated the impact the Coronavirus pandemic.  Suddenly, our ability to explore the 
area around Caversham has been constrained. But people are still taking exercise daily, 
walking their dogs or undertaking essential journeys. Even our gardens have provided 
inspiration, with spring blossom to brighten them and fine weather throughout April. 
To take account of the changed circumstances, we extended the closing date to 8 
May. We have each chosen our favourite three entries before coming to a decision on 
the winner.  

The winning entry was from Rachel Yetman with an early morning view of the River 
Thames and the Caversham bank taken 18 April.  We had one entry taken by a junior 
photographer which captured the family dog, Dazzle, in action. We have decided to 
award a special prize of a £10 voucher for this shot, which will feature next month.

The best entries can be seen on our web site at www.cavershambridge.org
Our summer competition is now open, with a closing date of 1 August. Can you 

capture the essence of summer in Caversham? For full terms and conditions, go to 
www.cavershambridge.org

Dudman’s Greengrocers, Emmer Green                                     photo Pam Chatfield

by the Editors 

You snapped 
into action

River Thames, Early Morning            photo R Yetman

Sally the sews 
scrubs
– p 5 

Gloria gets
weaving
– p 12 

Dudmans 
transformed
– p 15 



Caversham Clergy
ANGLICAN
St Barnabas
Rev’d Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road. 
Tel: 947 8239.
www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrew
Rev’d Nigel Jones, St Andrew’s Vicarage, 
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788 
www.standrewscaversham.org

Caversham Thameside Ministry -
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Rev’d Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road, 
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk

Rev’d John Dudley Tel: 9470265
Rev’d Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Rev’d Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783
Rev’d Andy Storch Tel: 07365 555 905

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and URC)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston
Tel: 0118 947 5152. www.cpvc.org.uk

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Rev’d Martin Beukes, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel:0118 947 2223
Rev’d D Jenkins Tel:0118 327 1592

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Colin Baker
Church office tel 0118 954 5353
Email: secretary@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk

GRACE CHURCH 
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Pastor Keith Saynor
www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk  Tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne
Mgr Patrick Daly, The Presbytery, 
2 South View Avenue.  Tel: 947 1787. 

St Michael
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels, 
Sonning Common    Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev’d  H R Gayle  Tel: 946 3009
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Are you a people person?
Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to 
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled 

in our neighbourhood. If you would like 
to give to the community by joining 
us as a volunteer driver or helping 
in our office, then please do get in 

touch with us. 

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466  

Monday to Friday 9.30am –11.30am

Church House 59 Church Street  Caversham RG4 8AX

13.01New ad.indd   1 16/03/2015   17:39

ANGLICAN
St Peter, St Peter’s Hill
  8.00am Holy Communion – BCP (first, second and fourth
 Sundays)
 Matins – BCP (Third Sunday)
  9.30am Holy Communion (second, third and fourth Sundays)
 Service of the Word (First Sunday) 
  6.30pm Holy Communion with Healing Prayers usually 1st 
Sunday, Evensong (usually Choral on second Sunday)
St John, Gosbrook Road
  9.30am Holy Communion (first, third and fourth Sundays)
  9.30am All Age Worship (second Sunday))
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Margaret, Mapledurham
11.15am Holy Communion (first, second and fourth 
 Sundays) Morning Worship (third Sunday)
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Andrew, Harrogate Road
  8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)
 First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first Sunday BCP
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
  8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
  9.30am Parish Communion
  9.30am  COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)
RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am     Morning Worship & Teaching
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
 Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
 All Age Worship (at Festival Times)
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH, South Street
10.30am  Morning Worship each Sunday
6.30pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) – 
 2nd Sunday each month
3.45pm  Messy Church – for all the family
 Fourth Sunday of the month
GRACE CHURCH, Old Peppard Road
10.30am  Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
 9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am 
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am
ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm, 
Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm
Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the 
month)
St Michael, Sonning Common
5.30pm Saturday
9.00am and 10.30am Sunday
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers) 
Church Street, Reading
10.30am (House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)
NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham
  9.30am Sunday School
11.00am Divine Worship
  6.00pm Evening Service

SUNDAY 
SERVICES

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH  OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND 
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ST  BARNABAS 
St Barnabas Centre
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am
Tel: 947 6310  Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

Caversham Bridge 
The Caversham Bridge is sold for 40p per copy and is 
available in Caversham at the Caversham Emporium 
in Church Street and in Emmer Green at the True Food 
Community Co-Op in Grove Road, opposite St Barnabas 
church.
If yould you like to have the paper delivered to your 
home monthly, the annual subscription price is £5.00 (12 
copies). E-mail circulation@cavershambridge.org with 
your name and address.
Contributions for the July 2020 issue should be sent to the 
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish Office by  
Monday 1st June. The date for the August 2020 issue is 
Monday 29th June. 
Email address is: editors@cavershambridge.org
Advertising copy for the July 2020 issue should be sent 
Friday 29th May. The date for the August 2020 issue 
Friday 26th June. 
Email address is: advertising@cavershambridge.org

TALKING POINT
by Dr Alison Johnston

Caversham Park Church

Over the weekend of VE Day 75 we had heard some wonderful memories, some so 
inspirational. Those stories felt so familiar in our world today, with our current battle 
against COVID-19 and the resultant impact on mental health. They are helping many 
of us to get through the troubles we encounter in isolation due to the lock down. We 
are learning again from the building of relationships in ways we had forgotten over 
time, and to help and share with each other, just as God has done in being here for us.  
Let us not forget it is a battle for survival we fight; and our front-line key workers are 
doing this for us. In this we must not forget, and pray for them and for the wonderful 
work they do.

Reading from John 14:1-14 (NIV), we find the words “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were 
not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also 
may be where I am”.

Now wouldn’t it be great if we had a dream for our church that was so big that 
we would have to depend on God to accomplish it?  And wouldn’t it be great if we 
searched our hearts and souls with prayer so that our dream would match God’s 
dream?  Wouldn’t it be great if we yearned for the pure spiritual milk that will helps us 
to grow in our salvation - and which affects the whole world around us?

There have been many surveys in recent years years. On general questions asked of 
church leaders is how Christ would rate their church if He were to return today.  Fifty-
three percent of those leaders believed, on average, that Christ would rate their church 
as having little or no positive impact on souls or society.

How sad. How very sad indeed. Wouldn’t it be great if we could see concrete 
evidence that ours is a better community and Caversham is a better place because 
God’s church is here?

Christ tells us we can see such evidence - if we dream great dreams and if those 
dreams are to God’s glory and not our own.

What do we desire?  What do we long for?  All prayer is answered.  Even the 
prayers that we ask strictly for ourselves and for our families.

Sometimes the answer is no, ‘I have plans, trust me in this’.  Sometimes it is, ‘no, 
not yet, the time is not right’.  Other times it is ‘yes - I thought you’d never ask’. And 
still other times it is ‘yes - and just wait to see what else I have in store for you’.

What God does for the faithful, what God allows to happen to them, how God 
answers their prayer, always works out for the greater good.  As that is true for each 
of us who believe, it is doubly true for us as the church, for those who gather in God’s 
name to worship, either in the physical sense, which is currently difficult, or virtually, 
through the technology God gave us the knowledge to develop, so as to work together 
the works he calls us to.

If we dream a dream for our church and if it is truly God’s dream, then great things 
will happen and each of us can be part of it.

What is your dream?  What do you desire the most?  Is it pure spiritual milk that 
you may grow in your salvation and continue to know that God is good?  Is it to do the 
works of God, even greater works than Christ did, that God’s name may be glorified?

We have a purpose - and we have the tools that we need to accomplish that 
purpose, so much so that we can do even greater things than did Christ - should we 
desire to.

Verse 14 of John Chapter 14, Jesus says to us “You may ask me for anything in my 
name, and I will do it.”  So therefore, I leave you with a question to ponder upon, one 
which only you can answer - Why not put Christ to the test?
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At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal 
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Local Knowledge
Local People
Local Expertise

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB

01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Caversham Bridge
Would you like to have this paper delivered to 

you monthly?
Email us at: circulation@cavershambridge.org  giving your 

name and address, or telephone 947 1370.
The annual subscription including delivery is £5.00.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased from: 
Caversham Emporium in Church Street, and The True Food 

Co-op in Grove Road, Emmer Green.

E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

and the inability to comfort one another in grief 
has been hard to bear.

Church services are being conducted using the 
internet, either as Zoom meetings or YouTube 
broadcasts. As a result, people who cannot travel 
to visit relatives have been able to join services 
with them from many miles away or even from 
abroad. For current information on church 
services, please visit the church web sites, details 
of which will be found on our web site at www.
cavershambridge.org:5154/local-churches 

People of all ages who would normally feel 
a little out of touch with IT have learned how 
to join Facetime family get togethers or have 
become part of local WhatsApp groups. In one 
case, a group of friends who had planned to 
meet up for a reunion weekend rescheduled 
to a Facebook session. Not quite the same, 
but nevertheless making the most of the 
circumstances.

Some businesses have had to close, others 
have stepped up home deliveries or adapted 
in other ways. Our features on pages 14 and 15 
provides some local examples and I am sure 
there are plenty of others. 

The wet weather at the end of April seemed 
to make people feel very weary. After all, it was 
five weeks since the lockdown began and there 
was no apparent plan for an end at this time. 
A return to better weather and a reduction in 
infection rates, gives us a chance, perhaps, to 
begin to look forward.

Many of you will have stories to share of this 
strange time. Perhaps someone has helped you, 
or you have taken a photo of the ‘Clap for Key 
Workers’ in your road or something else which 
has inspired or lifted you. Please send us your 
experiences and thoughts for inclusion in our 
next edition. You can e-mail them to: 
editors@cavershambridge.org

Going like the clappers
in Emmer Green and Caversham

continued from page 1

Covid 19 as I see it 
What’s good you might ask .

‘am looking hard and I can see
so many things happening to me.
Homes, loved ones, spring time 
now here, contact by telephone to 
bring us good cheer.

World pollution is now dropping 
fast,
Sadly we all  know this fact just 
won’t last.
Reflecting now on which books to 
read and jobs being done, there’s  
always a need.

Fridge, freezer, all stocked up so 

by Jo Nicholls

high you’d think I was nourishing 
all who pass by.

I love the fact that few ‘planes are 
on high,
That goes for buses and trains 
that go by.
Our gardens look good now- 
and very well tended, but 
bedding plants, no , supplies all 
suspended.

The papers and letters pushed 

thru’ every day for us isolated, 
it’s a life line we say.
And to keep the ole brain cells 
ticking away, 
I’ll write the odd poem- but not 
every day.

Try something new, just have a 
go, see what talents you have, or 
you’ll never know.
Banging our pans on each 
Thursday night
To thank all the carers who help in 
the fight.
Yes,  I’m so grateful for all of my 
needs often met by strangers - a 
real gift indeed.

photos P Chatfield, J Offord



967 7033
arter-electrical.co.uk
er-electrical.co.uk
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On Sight Optical Ltd  

40 Years  
experience  
behind us  

We make 
spectacles to 

your 
prescription  

Carry out 
repairs and 
adjustments  

Extremely 
competitive 

prices  

All frames include, as standard, 
single vision lenses, prices from only  

£18.00 
Other lens supplements from:  
Bifocals      £55.00 
Varifocals     £70.00 
Transition Reactolite   £54.00

Free Quotations with no obligation  
 
Can fit new lenses to your own frame  
 
We specialise in complex and  
difficult prescriptions  

Over 16? Just bring in your prescription.  
 
 
 

 116a Henley Road                                                                                 
Caversham  RG4 6DH  

      T: 01189 476 754  
onsightoptical116@outlook.com  

Building and Roofing SpecialistBuilding and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804

FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

•  Established Electrical Installation Company  
with an Excellent Reputation

•  Commercial and Domestic Installations

•  Specialists in Electrical Testing,  
Fault Diagnosis and Rectification

•  Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

•   Planned, Preventative and  
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

•  Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

• Tree removal, tree pruning •
• Trees supplied and planted  •

• Hedge work  •
• Stump Grinding •

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

TREE SURGEONS
WITH OVER 20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD
OF TREE CARE

ARUM
TREE
SERVICES

In summer 2019, the Parish of Caversham, Thameside and 
Mapledurham were delighted to welcome Andy Storch to join the 
team as a curate. Since then Andy has been involved in a whole variety 
of groups and activities – one of these being St John’s BLAZE group, 
aimed at children in Year 6 and above.

I’m sure parents will agree children are particularly good at asking 
questions. It’s no different in Blaze where we have looked at

•  why did Jesus have to die?        
•  did Jesus really come back alive again?         
•  can we trust the Bible?
Now we are no longer able to meet together, we are using 

technology creatively to continue asking these important questions. 
Originally thinking along the lines of “GRILL – A – CURATE”, it wasn’t 
long before this was shortened into the title “GORILLA CURATE” and 
Andy’s starring role was born!

Children send in their questions to anna@ctmparish.org.uk and our 
Gorilla Curate (aka Andy Storch) produces a video answering them. 

The first two episodes of Gorilla 
Curate can be viewed on the 
CTM Parish YouTube channel. 
Episode 1 dealt with the 
question, “Is Coronavirus part 
of God’s plan?” Episode 2 looks 
at the question, “Is this the only 
universe God has made?”.

It’s fantastic to be able to 
give children the opportunity 
to voice their questions, as well 
as helping us to consider these 
big questions and issues from 
a Christian perspective. Catch 
up with the first two episodes 
on YouTube and/or keep your 
eyes peeled for the next one… 
COMING SOON!

Gorilla Curate
by Anna Clarke

Rev William 
Carpenter 

(1935 – 2020) 
by Teresa Hore

The Reverend Bill Carpenter, vicar 
of St Andrew’s Church, Caversham 
from 1988 to 1999, died peacefully on 
Sunday 5 April after a short illness. 

Bill, as he liked to be known, was born 
in Harrow in 1935, the eldest of four 
children. During the war, his father’s 
work as a dentist was essential, so the 
children were not evacuated. In 1959 
he married Rosemary Bird at Tring and 
they had four children, Penny, Phillip, 
Tim and Teresa.  Bill was an animal 
lover and a Fellow at Whipsnade Zoo, 
and particularly enjoyed visiting the 
meerkats and lemurs.

Following a career in the Aerospace 
industry, Bill was drawn to the 
ministry and was ordained in 1979. 
He worked as a priest in Hatfield and 
Hemel Hempstead before he came to 
Caversham as vicar of St Andrew’s.  
Tim and Teresa,  their two youngest 
children, moved with Rosemary and 
Bill.  Whilst at St Andrew’s, he directed 
a number of musical productions 
including Joseph and HMS Pinafore.  
He is still remembered at St Andrew’s, 
where his photo features in the new 
wing of the church complex.

Bill retired in 1999 and returned 
to Tring with Rosemary, where they 
enjoyed being part of church and 
community life. It become clear he 
had dementia between six or seven 
years ago. Last year he moved to Lime 
Tree Manor Care Home, where he 
appreciated the many visitors who 
came to see him. 

Adapted from an obituary by Teresa 
Hore, Bill’s daughter. The full obituary is 
published on Page 33 of the May edition 
of the Churches in Tring “Comment” 
magazine, available on-line at:
https://720a08ce-34e7-4c0e-99e5-
d6f88b6e5194.filesusr.com/ugd/b934cf_
de925da46a0e4c459a1b278fa80faa87.
pdf

during the Covid-19 Outbreak 
A fun, family, faith at home activity from GodVenture.co.uk

31 Ways to be Thankful

Use this list as a jumping off point to find something each day to be thankful for. You can do this 
on your own or with your family, taking it in turns to say what you are thankful for. If one or 
more of these sentences doesn’t work for you, invent your own to replace it. If you would like to, 
you could thank God for these things.

1. I’m thankful for our home, especially 
2. I’m thankful that I can
3. I’m thankful for the NHS, especially
4. I’m thankful for our family, especially the way we
5. I’m thankful for people who helps us, including
6. I’m thankful for the internet, because it lets us
7. I’m thankful that we haven’t
8. I’m thankful for post, especially 
9. I’m thankful for children who
10. I’m thankful that after this pandemic we will
11. I’m thankful for new ways of connecting with friends, including
12. I’m thankful for food, especially
13. I’m thankful that we will
14. I’m thankful for friends like
15. I’m thankful that I don’t have to 
16. I’m thankful for parents, especially
17. I’m thankful for our local area especially
18. I’m thankful for people who encourage us, including
19. I’m thankful for music, especially
20. I’m thankful for shops such as
21. I’m thankful that we won’t
22. I’m thankful for online resources, especially
23. I’m thankful for the outdoors, especially
24. I’m thankful for friends who
25. I’m thankful that in this country
26. I’m thankful for our extended family, especially that
27. I’m thankful that we are
28. I’m thankful for time to
29. I’m thankful that we have
30. I’m thankful for things I can hear outside, especially
31. I’m thankful for people I know are working hard to help us, especially

The Gorilla Curate - photo A Clarke
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Fine handmade and second hand
jewellery

 • Rolex servicing agency, plus prestigious 
    makes
 • Probate valuations
 • Excellent jewellery repair service
 • Purchasers of old gold, platinum and silver
 • Antique and unusual pieces always wanted

14 Bridge Street, Caversham, RG4 8AA
Telephone: 0118 947 2295

by Sally Stevens

I hated my job so I left. A bit impulsive you may think, but I’ve never 
been good at being ordered around and I had a plan – of sorts. It was 
2004 and I wanted to work from home so I didn’t have to worry about 
childminders or bossy bosses. I decided to use the skills I’d inherited 
from my grandmother. She was a prolific and talented seamstress who 
supplied the St Johns fete’s and Xmas fayres with items such as peg bags 
for many years. 

So I started a new career as Sally Stevens Alterations, mending and 
repairing clothes. I quickly found I had a flair for this. Using social media, 
the internet, and with much time and determination in the creation of my 

Stitching up the NHS

website, I built a strong customer 
base, with some influential, wealthy 
and even celebrity clients. Not 
only that – I was enjoying myself 
immensely and making a decent 
living. Life was good!

I was in the middle of several 
alterations for a large wedding party 
and had appointments booked for 
dresses for Ascot, The Proms, and 
for several other weddings when 
Corona hit the UK. The dresses I 
had done are still hanging in my 
work room, but the wedding was 
cancelled and the dresses turned 
out to be my final job.

I was stuck at home with nothing 
to do and my Mum always told me 
that you shouldn’t waste time. So, 
as soon as I heard that scrubs were 
needed by the NHS, I got in touch 
with The Royal Berks Hospital, who 
said they would be happy to receive 
them. My family and I donated 
the first fabric, but there were no 
patterns to be had anywhere. So I 
made my own and got busy.

The first three sets were duly delivered and, to my surprise, my picture was taken for the 
website. I was it bit hesitant, as I hadn’t bothered with make-up. Actually I’ve almost forgotten 
what make up is. My outfit was a bit eccentric too, but who was going to see me?

I wanted to make many more scrubs, but was a bit short on funds and out of fabric so I asked 
on Facebook if anyone would like to donate. Due to the generosity of members of Caversham 
Methodist churches, I had enough to buy a 35m roll of fabric. Also I had an offer of help to make 

Silk, satin & scrubs

Ladies (mostly but not exclusively) have been dusting off their sewing machines, 
raiding their stashes of fabric, sorting out their threads and started to stitch for the 
NHS.

Our national news has been reporting daily on the need for Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) for frontline care staff. Both hospital and community staff have 
requested the loose fitting and hygienic uniforms, called scrubs, (the term comes 
from ‘scrubbing’ before operations), bags to wash them in, and headbands with 
buttons to hook over face mask straps to prevent ears from getting sore from 
almost constant wear.

In response, a Facebook page, ‘For the Love of Scrubs’ has been set up. It has 
become a communications hub, where requests can be co-ordinated and resources 
collected and delivered to the staff who need them. Advice about patterns and 
sewing techniques is shared, along with where to source fabric. A Caversham 
WhatsApp Covid Support group has helped to get requests out. Simple requests, 
such as those for elastic and thread, are responded to quickly, and a small package 
will soon be found on a doorstep, enabling stitchers to continue their work.

Some people have found other ways to provide support, for example, one 
Caversham resident has been using a 3D printer to produce alternative, plastic 
face mask straps.

Waitrose in Caversham has agreed to act as a collection point, with packages 
marked ‘For the Love of Scrubs’ arriving regularly for onward dispatch.

Because a wide variety of fabric has been put to use for scrubs and headbands, 
hospital wards and local surgeries have become very colourful, with medical staff 
sporting floral scrubs and colourful headbands. They report it is helping to boost 
morale on the wards. For more on this, see the BBC Berkshire web site - www.bbc.co.uk/
news/uk-england-
berkshire-52359124 

What has been 
most touching, 
and humbling, has 
been the response 
of the frontline 
staff and their 
gratitude to this 
new community of 
busy and committed 
stitchers.

The following 
article by Caver-
sham resident Sally 
Stevens provides 
a very personal 
account of her 
experience in stitching scrubs.

by Pam Chatfield

continued on page 6

   Headbands in use                         photo Sophie, RBH Midwife

      Sewing scrubs                                 – photo John Cudmore 
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Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

RG9 R&A � 29www.roundandabout.co.uk

0118 967 7033
info@carter-electrical.co.uk

www.carter-electrical.co.uk

‘‘ ‘‘

Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

Carter Electrical

Installations

Who would ever have thought
that being an electrician would
have put you at the forefront
of modern innovative
technology? For many years,
being a sparky meant fuses,
wires, sockets and plugs but
now, and Jon Carter is
testament to this, the green
revolution has swept through
the industry and shows no
signs of abating. 
Jon Carter, along with his brother Matt and father Michael
run Carter Electrical Installations and, like his father before
him is extremely keen on maintaining his company's
reputation for excellence. The old fashioned notion of
brilliant customer service with a friendly face with an
affordable price tag holds true, but now, the firm can offer so
much more. The latest innovations in renewable energy such
as Photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps are being
embraced with gusto by the authorities. And by Carter
Electrical Installations. Jon has been awarded the MCS
accreditations that are needed to be able to install PV
systems in your home. If you use him, you can be absolutely
sure that all of the work will be done to the highest
standards and using the best possible equipment and PV
cells. While these systems are not cheap to install, they will
save you money and will lead to a return on your investment.
You pay now and get money back for the lifetime of the
system. And they are incredibly simple. With no moving
parts, they need minimal servicing and will enhance the
value of your home. It's like having your own private power
supply attached to your house. 

As well as this new age of renewable technology, Jon carter
and his team remain as skilled as ever at the traditional side
of things. As Jon says: “If it's got wires, we can fix it. And
that goes for wireless technology as well!” For a better look
at the company and how they can help you, visit
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

>> Carter Electrical
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E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

• Most makes repaired
• Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer 
• Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer 

repairs too.
• 27 years experience / guaranteed work
• Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch

£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm

Choice of fish dishes

SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm

Non-members welcome

Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham

www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

BRITISH LEGION

Royal British Legion – Caversham Branch
2014 – a very poignant year

This year marks many anniversaries, including many related to past conflicts. 
As November and Remembrancetide fast approach, it is worth remembering all the notable anniversaries that the Legion

has marked this year.
May 8th – The anniversary of VE Day - the end of the Second World War in Europe was marked by the president,

accompanied by members of the branch, laying a wreath at our War Memorial in Christchurch Meadows and then one in
the military section of Henley Road, Cemetery

May 18th - Kohima Day – a service was held in Forbury Gardens, by the Burma Star Memorial, to mark the 70th
Anniversary of  the Burma Campaign.

June 6th – 70th Anniversary of D-Day 
August 4th – The day World War One broke out 100 year ago.
A well attended service at our War Memorial was held to mark this occasion and to remember the untold horrors that

were about to face the world.
On this day the branch launched its own ‘Field of Remembrance’ in the Military Section of the Henley Road Cemetery.

This is to encourage people to make a donation for a wooden cross in memory of a person who served in WW 1 (or any
other conflict) and to place it amongst all the others. (The branch would like to thank ‘Choose Caversham’ for informing
its members and to all the outlets who are making these crosses available throughout Caversham).

These two events were filmed live by BBC South.
This year’s Poppy Appeal will hold a very special significance. Caversham is always generous - let’s hope that this year

will again exceed all expectations. If you want to help in any way please contact the Poppy Appeal Organiser (Pauline) on
0118 9475345.

Caversham Royal British Legion
Parade and Service of Remembrance, Sunday 9th November

All participants should assemble at Westfield Park by 10.15am (or earlier if advised by Group Leaders), and the parade
will march off at 10.25am

The salute will be taken on the library steps on the way to the War Memorial, where the service will take place with two
minutes silence at 11am. The Salvation Army Band will be in attendance.

Dismissal of the parade will occur immediately after the conclusion of service, when personal tributes may be laid on
the memorial..

Last year there was a really moving end to the Service when a very large number of the children went up to the memorial,
quite spontaneously, and left their poppies, orders of service or other personal messages. As this is a very important year

to remember it is hoped that even more will make this gesture as they
think about the sacrifices made by their ancestors.

Last year a long held tradition, where the parade processed to and from
the War Memorial, had to be broken. While a very sad change, it was
found to be necessary. The numbers in the parade have escalated over the
years from a few dozen to well over 1000, and whilst Caversham is very
lucky to have a police escort, many of the parents and the young
organisations leaders, such as the Guides and Brownies, thought that the
control at the end of the parade, because of the slowness of the
youngsters marching back to Westfield Road, was a potential danger.

See all your Bible Friends in
The Big Bible Storybook
188 Bible Stories to enjoy together

available at
Wordplay 18 Prospect Street 
Caversham RG4 8JG
or online at
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/shop

From
The

Big
Bible

Storybook
©

2006
Scripture

Union
Illustration

©
2006

M
ark

&
Anna

Carpenter

Praying as Jesus did
Jesus’ friends wanted to pray just like Jesus did! But they were
never sure what to say to God. So one day they asked, “Jesus, how
should we pray?”
“I’ll help you,” Jesus told them. So Jesus’ friends sat down with him 
and listened.
“When you pray,” Jesus said, “talk to God in just the same way 
as you’d talk to someone who loves you and cares for you – a 
mother or father or someone else who looks after you. You 
wouldn’t worry about talking to your dad or your mum. Just say 
how you feel. Ask for things you need. Tell God you love him. 
Thank him for what he’s given you. You can say you’re sorry too 
for anything you’ve done that was wrong. Your Father in heaven 
loves you and knows just what you need.”

And Jesus taught them a prayer 
to say. It begins, “Our Father in 

heaven…”
 Matthew 6:8–12

More about Jesus’ prayer in the next
 issue of Caversham Bridge

KIDMORE GARDEN SERVICES
Friendly & professional service

Garden maintenance & spruce up
Lawn cutting and edging: Planting out

Pruning & Hedge trimming
 

RHS qualification : References available

Call Steven on 0118 946 3853
 306 Kidmore Road, Caversham RG4 7NG

s.dix.kidmore@gmail.com

Gill Madeley NAHort.
Garden Design & Maintenance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
t. 0118 947 1178    m. 07971 742 053

gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

• Garden Design
• Maintenance
• Seasonal Clearance

• Planting
• Advice

BOILER REPLACEMENT 
SPECIALIST

• All Gas Work Undertaken  •  Servicing
• Landlord Safety Certificates  •  Central Heating

Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to under-
perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state

of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158

for free quote

Many people have said “Well done” and “I’m proud of 
you” (mostly Mum). This makes me slightly uncomfortable, 
as I don’t feel proud – just privileged to be able to help 
our brave hard-working front-liners in some small way. I 
consider myself fortunate to be able to stay safe at home 
and, when I’m bored stiff with cutting out bottle green 
trousers again and again, I think of our nurses, doctors and 
care workers.

Like many people, I don’t know what the future holds 
for my working life. I would like to go back to where I was, 
but fittings are not going to be advisable for a while. I could 
still do repairs and alterations which require little contact, 
but is anyone interested in clothes anymore? Our world has 
changed – maybe forever, but thank goodness the people 
in it are mostly kind and generous.

Stay home and stay safe!

Silk, satin & scrubscontinued from page 5

by Stella Clark 

“It’s only asthma?”. This slogan from Asthma UK and a questionnaire 
about how asthma influences your life got me thinking. I was surprised 
by the number of things I listed. Not being able to sit next to someone 
wearing heavy perfume in a theatre or on the bus. Not being able to 
use the bathroom after my son has used an aerosol deodorant. Having 
to buy toiletries made with natural or no perfume online. Facing 
embarrassment when I go to someone’s home and have to ask them 
to extinguish perfumed candles. Having to remove plug-in deodorisers 
in bed and breakfast rooms. Being unable to use some shopping centre 
toilets because of the gadget that puffs perfume at you when you open 
the door. Having to walk out when a pub has a fire that isn’t drawing 
well. Having to carry an inhaler every single time I go out.

However, the very worst thing is bonfires. One lungful of fumes and 
I know that I will spend the rest of the day with a tight chest, however 
much I increase my inhaler dose. My reaction to a bonfire would seem 
comic to an observer. As soon as I smell one, I stop whatever I am doing. 
I rush around the house shutting windows and pulling curtains across 
the doors. I stand on chairs to shut any vents open above the windows. 

When the bonfire is really bad I have even been 
known to wear a DIY face mask indoors. I peer 
out of windows to see if I can work out who 
has the bonfire, but never can – one bonfire 
affects a very large area. Even if I could tell, I 
don’t know if I would be brave enough to 
confront someone directly as there is so little 
understanding. 

An exaggerated response? According 
to Asthma UK, someone in Britain has a 
potentially life-threatening asthma attack 
every 10 seconds and on average 3 people a 
day die. Over 5 million people in the UK are 
currently receiving treatment for asthma: 1 
in 11 children and 1 in 12 adults. Of course, 
there are many other lung conditions that are 
adversely affected by bonfire fumes – not least 
Covid 19.

I had looked forward to one positive affect 
of the lockdown – a drop in air pollution from 
cars and the ‘planes from Heathrow – until the 
green bins collections stopped. I appreciate 
people find  it difficult to know what to do 
with their garden waste. We have a large pile 
of prunings and weeds in our garden too and I 
understand what fun it can be to have a bonfire.

But please, follow the advice from Reading 
Borough Council: Do not light bonfires at this 
time to protect the respiratory health of the 
vulnerable and to avoid an unnecessary burden 
on the NHS. 

See: www.reading.gov.uk/garden-waste  
Of course those of us with lung conditions 

would ask people not to light bonfires at any 
time.

If you do have garden waste which would 
normally be collected, perhaps now it the 
time to consider home composting. The RHS 
encourages this as the most environmentally-
friendly way of dealing with kitchen and 
garden waste because it does not involve heavy 
transport, with its associated environmental 
costs.  Plus it produces compost that can be 
used as an excellent soil improver. Composting 
is useful in all gardens. Only in the very smallest 
gardens will it be difficult to find space for a 
compost heap and material to fill it. Owners 
of such small plots could consider worm 
composting instead. Their web site provides 
much more information on composting. See 
www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=444 

For more information on asthma, see the 
Asthma UK web site: www.asthma.org.uk  and 
the British Lung Foundation at site: www.blf.org.
uk

A burning problem – “It’s only asthma?”
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JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING & HEATING

ENGINEER
Over 25 years experience

Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

HAPPY WANDERER

It’s surprising what was manufactured in 
Caversham – in some cases until fairly recently.  
Today, Elliotts are commemorated by a street 
called Elliotts Way, off Gosbrook Road, which was 
built on the site of their works.

The building of vehicle bodies was only a 
sideline of theirs, the main business being high-
class joinery. Samuel Elliott started in business 
in Newbury in the 1860s.  The firm had a bumpy 
ride, suffering fire damage and bankruptcy and, 
in 1902, Mr. Elliott lost control of the company, 
and the directors demanded his resignation.  
However, Newbury’s loss was Caversham’s 
gain.  He must have been known to the Reading 
property developer, J. C. Fidler – the man largely 
responsible for Queen Victoria Street in Reading, 
and the Arcade in Friar Street, the grand frontage 
of which was demolished by enemy bombing in 
1943.  Mr. Fidler persuaded Mr. Elliott, and a few 
of his key workers, to move to Caversham, which 
must have proved highly profitable for both of 
them.

Elliotts built up an enviable reputation for 
top quality work, and won contracts for fitting 
out department stores, banks, corporate 
headquarters, hotels, churches, and even ocean 
liners. Architectural metalwork and revolving 
doors became something of a speciality.

Between the 1930s and the 1950s, when 
vehicle bodies were built largely by hand, there 
were many small manufacturers. Almost next 
door in Wolsey Road was H.E. Cars – but that’s 
another story.  Elliott’s were building car bodies 
from the end of the First World War.  The ‘three-
quarter Landaulette’ in their advertisement looks 
as though it dates from the 1930s.  The rear part 

of the roof folded down when required.
During the Second World War, they were working on vehicles day and night, 

many of them for the U.S. Army in preparation for D-Day.  They built nursing 
mobiles, ‘clubmobiles’ to feed the troops, and ‘cinemobiles’ to entertain 
them.  They also built mobile pigeon-lofts, and it is said that the first news 
on the progress of D-Day was brought back from the Continent by pigeons 
from Elliott’s lofts.  At the same time, they were building aircraft bodies, and 
landing-craft for the Royal Navy – the engines being supplied by Thornycrofts 
nearby, and the boats being tested on the Thames behind the works.

After the war, they did a deal with Donald Healey, and were building the 
bodies for Elliott-Healey cars – aluminium panels on an ash frame.  In 1947, 
the Elliott-Healey was the fastest four-seater saloon in the world, reaching 
a speed of 110.8 m.p.h., but these heady days were not to last.  This kind 
of bodywork was expensive, and was not suitable for mass production, and 
Healey went over to Austin for his car bodies.  The last Elliott-Healey was 
built in 1950.

After that, and for a further ten years, specialist bodywork continued.  

MAPLEDURHAM  PARISH  HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen & 
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:  
• Children's parties / Family celebrations
• Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions

• Drama & Music Groups  

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

Tiles, tulips and tacos

Elliott’s built mass radiography vehicles for the 
National Health Service, and three-wheeled 
‘invalid carriages.’

Sadly, in the 1990s, the firm was bought 
out and passed through a succession of larger 
companies.  For a short time, it moved to a site on 
the Basingstoke Road Industrial Estate in Reading; 
the Caversham site was sold off, and Elliott’s went 
out of existence in 2000.

Samuel Elliott & Sons

by Fiona Greenhalf

Amersham Road Cookery Club has been running for nine 
years now and because of lockdown we are currently on hold 
until community clubs get the signal to restart. I have been 
involved with the club for 18 months and as a new member 
would like to share with you my thoughts on this experience. I 
was looking for a new project and, as I Iove cooking and being 
with children, I though ARCC might be right for me. As time 
went on, I realised it was and that it was much more than just 
a cookery club.

The club, run by a small group from local Churches, is for 
primary school age children. Their parents or guardians drop 
them at the Weller Centre in Amersham Road on the third 

Sunday of the month for a 4pm start. As I am often on the front 
desk at registration this means that we also get to know the 
wider family a little. Some of the parents choose to stay for 
the 2 hour session, sometimes to settle their child in but also 
to join in and perhaps see what goes on. There is a theme and 
plan for each session which includes games, quizzes, cooking, 
craft, quiet circle time with a story and/or song. Finally, we 
sit down together around a large table and share the cooking 
delights. Tacos with tasty fillings, pizzas, smoothies, hot cross 
buns, homemade fruit juices, salads, spiralized vegetables, 
fruit shapes, varied biscuits and cakes are just a few treats I 
remember.

Last year Caversham Tiles donated some tiles for the 
children to decorate with special china pens. You can see for 
yourself what talent they have – the vibrancy of the colours 

is stunning. In January this year some of 
the children planted bulbs and decorated 
and labelled their pots. The following month 
one of the parents brought back the tulip 
in bloom – what a joy to see it!  We have 
made paper flowers, collages, bird feeders, 
animal sculptures, Pudsey bear bandanas, 
decorated jars and administered first aid to 
sick teddies. I think the adults get as much 
fun out of all this as we hope the children 
do!

From my short time with the club, I feel 
a sense of community, caring, learning, 
sharing, experiencing and behaving based 
loosely on Christian principles underlies all 
the activities.

I miss it all and look forward to planning 
the next session with the team who work so 
hard to make it all happen. We look forward 
to welcoming the children and wider families 
again. We will tell everyone as soon as we 
can when that might be. 

Let us know via the Weller Centre 
admin@wellercentre.org.uk, telephone 0118 
947 5828 if you would like to be involved as 
a helper or to bring a child to the club.

Keep well and safe.Decorated Tiles          – photo F Greenhalf
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M. D. Howlett
architectural consultant
(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial 
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

Painting and Decorating
Fencing, Gardening,

General Property Maintenance

Local references available

For a free quote contact Alan Smith
07958 788552

• Guttering Installations & Repairs • Roofing
• Fascias & Soffits • Painting & Decorating

• All Interior & Exterior maintenance 
• Pest Control Service

• Full Public Liability Insured • Police Checked

We welcome inspection of previous work
info@theabelgroupreading.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978 

for a free estimate

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES

READING
PLUMBING & HEATING

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING, HEATING 
AND GAS WORKS UNDERTAKEN.
OVER 30 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED.
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR 
CITIZENS.

MOBILE: 07702556790
EMAIL: darrenscottrph@btinternet.com

111613

ENVIRONMENT

by Carol Moloney

WITHIN Caversham’s Hemdean Valley lies 
Bugs Bottom, a delightful meadow grassland 
with a small mature woodland. A bridleway 
for cyclists and horses passes through it which 
still has parts of old hedgerows, and there are 
several trails regularly used by dog walkers. It 
is a registered Local Wildlife site managed by 
Reading Borough Council. For many years the 
area has benefitted from the work of volunteer 
groups. They undertook hedge laying in 2011-
13 and ragwort clearance from 2014 to 2018. 
The ragwort plant is poisonous to horses and 
can eventually cause liver failure. 

When the Hemdean Valley was developed 
in 1994, ‘Snowberry’, a versatile, ornamental 
shrub from North America was planted by 
the developers. However, it is a fast growing 
and invasive shrub, producing numerous 
suckers and dense thickets, and the berries 
are considered to be poisonous. It has made 

New Life for Bugs Bottom
it hard for our less vigorous native plants to 
grow, and so Snowberry has lost its popularity. 

In order to tackle the Snowberry invasion, 
the Woodland Improvement Team, working 
with The Conservation Volunteers, started 
to remove it from Bugs Bottom in November 
2019. In January this year, 50 hedge plants 
and 350 sapling trees were planted. These 
included oak, rowan, hazel, hawthorn, maple, 
downy birch, silver birch, wild cherry, crab 
cherry and sessile oak/aspen. The energy 
company OVO paid for the trees through 
the ‘#I Dig Trees’ campaign. OVO’s strategy 
is to help drive progress to zero carbon living 
by 2030 by planting carbon fighting trees 
that will absorb carbon dioxide and counter 
carbon emissions. It has planted over 1 million 
trees across the UK since 2015. The project 
was funded by Network Rail as part of their 
‘no net loss of biodiversity’ commitment. This 
aims to replace the 1000s of trees they have 
felled, often due to electrification works.

Wildlife Recording: The Woodland 

Saplings planted in Bugs Bottom                                  photo C Moloney

Improvement Team would very much like help from the community to 
record how nature responds to the work undertaken at Bugs Bottom 
and also at Clayfield Copse and Blackhouse Wood. They would like us 

Russell’s barking legacy - Muntjac

by William Cecil

WHENEVER I am lucky enough to see one in the garden, I wonder 
how our smallest species of deer, the muntjac, made its way from the 
forests of southern China to the wooded slopes of Caversham.

The answer is John Russell, the 6th Duke of Bedford who, back in 
1838, had some muntjac imported to enhance his estate at Woburn 
Abbey in Bedfordshire.

There are at least seven species of muntjac.  Most common here is 
the Reeves’ muntjac.  The Duke’s were sent by a naturalist, John Reeves, 
who was then working as Assistant Inspector of Tea for the British East 
India Company in China.

The Reeves’ muntjac is reddish brown with dark stripes on its face and 
rarely more than 4ft high.  Since the 1920s, escapees have been spreading 
to other English counties and Wales. When they reached Oxfordshire, 
they marched south and some came eventually to the sylvan slopes of 
Bugs’ Bottom.  From there it was a short walk down Hemdean Road, turn 
left up to Balmore Park, or right where they found shelter in the wilder 
parts of Caversham Cemetery.  From there up to the leafy gardens of the 
Heights.

I like muntjac.  Other people don’t.  Muntjac eat bluebells, tulip bulbs, 
juicy shoots and seedlings.  And spookily they bark at night.  They are 
aggressive with each other. They have short antlers, but tend to fight 
with short tusks which are, in fact, downward-pointing canine teeth.

But I would be very sorry not to see them shyly looking through my 
window as the sun is beginning to go down.

to note any wildlife spotted at these places 
– butterflies, plants, bees, flowers, insects, 
mammals and birds and report to ben.caddy@
tcv.org.uk including the words “Wildlife 
Recording” in the subject line. If you come 
across something that you can’t identify, take 
a photo and send it in. 

For more information on the Woodland 
Improvement Team and to learn how you 
could support their work as a volunteer, see 
their web site: 
www.tcv.org.uk/southeast/volunteer-south-east/
woodland-improvement-team

Muntjac deer               photo Wickimedia Commons
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Keep topped up and cut plastic bottle use

Many of us like to have water to 
drink when we are out and about. 

Picking up a bottle of mineral water from a shop along the way 
has become a routine for lots of us. The problem is, in the UK, 
we use 35 million plastic bottles every day, most of which are 
immediately discarded.

But it doesn’t need to be like this. Increasingly, people take 
their own bottle of water with them on their trips, whether it’s a 
visit to town or a day in the countryside.

So what can you do if you need to refill your bottle? This was the 
question City to Sea, a Bristol based, not-for-profit organisation, 
tackled. They worked with owners of businesses across the country 
to set up a network of refill stations. They developed an app for 
Smartphones to find your nearest refill station, identified by the 
logo shown here. With more than 20,000 businesses registered, 
including major railway stations, you are never be far from one.

It may seem like a small step, but if just 1 in 10 of us refilled 
once a week, we would save around 340 million plastic bottles a 
year.

Item based on information from City to Sea.
To find the App, go to www.refill.org.uk/ 
For more information on City to Sea - www.citytosea.org.uk/

 

by Phil Chatfield
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E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

Established Electrical Installation Company 
with an Excellent Reputation

Commercial and Domestic Installations

Specialists in Electrical Testing, 

Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

  Planned, Preventative and 
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

In the UK, Easter is the only bank holiday which has different dates in each year. All other bank holidays occur 
on fixed dates (Christmas day, Boxing Day, New Year) or on the nearest Monday to a fixed date (May day, late 
Spring, August). Easter Sunday falls on the first Sunday after the full moon (the Paschal Full Moon) following the 
21st March spring equinox. The date of Easter Sunday may vary between 22nd March and 25th April. This year it 
is quite early, falling on March 27th.

 In addition, Easter usually, but not always, coincides with the Feast of the Passover, which is the religious 
festival that celebrates the deliverance of Israel from slavery under the Egyptians. [It begins on the 14th of Nisan and 
traditionally continues for eight days. In the Hebrew calendar, Nisan is the first month of the ecclesiastical year and 
the seventh month (eighth, in leap years) of the civil year. It lasts for 30 days, and corresponds to a period in March/
April.]

It was announced in January that the Archbishop of Canterbury is working with other Christian churches to agree 
on a fixed date for Easter. The announcement was made after a meeting in Canterbury between Archbishop Justin 
Welby and primates from the Anglican Communion.

In the UK, an act of Parliament passed in 1928 allowed for Easter Sunday to be fixed on the first Sunday after 
the second Saturday in April, but this has never been activated and Easter has remained variable, occurring on a date 
determined as above. In 1990, the Vatican approved a proposal for a fixed date, which was subject to agreement with 
other Christian churches and governments. Agreement has not yet been reached.

A fixed date for Easter would be welcomed by many organisations, in particular many businesses and schools. It 
would mean that school terms would be of consistent lengths in all years.

The archbishop said that he had been in talks with Pope Francis, Coptic leader Pope Tawadros, and the leader of 
the Orthodox church, Patriarch Bartholomew. He hoped the change would happen “in between five and ten years 
time”.

“I would love to see it before I retired”, he said, although he warned the first attempt to make such a change was 
in the 10th Century. An Anglican source said that there had been 15 attempts to agree a common date since then. As 
mentioned above, Easter can be celebrated on a Sunday between 22 March and 25 April. However, the Orthodox 

Should Easter be fixed?

church follows the Julian calendar, and hence 
has later Easter celebrations compared with 
those of Western Christianity, which is 
another obstacle to be overcome if a fixed 
Easter is ever to become a reality.

What do you think? Do you support the 
idea of a fixed Easter, or are you happy with 
the variability associated with the current 
system?

STOP PRESS
Date for your diary:
Caversham Heights Methodist Church
Holiday at Home 2016
May 31st – June 3rd   Details to follow.

Caversham Library News:
Everybody welcome to Adult’s Board 
Games session on Fridays at 10:30.  Some 
board games are on hand in the library but 
attendees can bring their own favourite 
game.   Also tea or coffee refreshments are 
provided free of charge.

Open 9.30am to 2.00pm on Tuesdays

for children and adults
schools & clubs

entertainment for weddings
or parties

Anne@MaypoleDancing.co.uk

0118 947 4244 www.maypoledancing.co.uk

Cut the waste
by Tricia Marcousie

Reading’s “red bin” doorstep recycling scheme collected 6,200 tonnes of material 
in 2018/2019: but 17% was contaminants.  Some of this contamination reflects a 
lack of responsibility (for example putting soiled nappies into the recycling bin).  
But some happens because we do not understand how the recycling plant handles 
incoming materials.

Our Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) at Smallmead was built to process food 
and drink cans, plastic bottles, paper and cardboard, i.e. relatively large things which 
are either flat or roll. Manual pickers remove the oversized and obviously wrong stuff 
from a conveyor belt in the first stage. The next step sifts out small stuff, including 
dirt and small pieces of paper and plastic, such as bottle lids.

Knowing this, here are three simple actions you can take to improve recycling 
rates:

1. Rinse plastic bottles, put the top back on, and make a hole in the bottle with 
knife or scissors. Bottle and top will go through the sorting plant together and 
be squashed for onward transport. At the reprocessing plant they are separated 
and both recycled. If you put the top in your recycling bin separately, it will fall 
through the sorting plant in the sifting stage and go for incineration. Leaving 
the top on the bottle without puncturing it means it will not be squashed in 
the baler, and transport energy use per tonne of plastic increases.

2. Good quality cardboard is manually picked off a moving belt and recycled into 
new board. If you rip off a box top, putting two pieces into the recycling bin 
rather than one, it is probable the smaller piece will be left behind. This will go 
into the lower quality, mixed paper and board recycling stream.

3. Small pieces of paper fall through the plant machinery. Tearing paper into 
pieces reduces some of the fibre lengths and their value in recycling. Don’t 
tear paper before recycling. If you are worried about sensitive information 
leaving the house, then remove the top of your statements with your name, 
address and account number and only shred that smaller piece.

You can make a difference.

ENVIRONMENT

	  



All this self-isolating has meant that we have all had 
plenty of time for gardening. My guess is that by the 
time the crisis is over most of us will have had more 
than enough. So here is something you will never have 
read before in a gardening article, when I confess that 
I sometimes hate gardening. What is more, I will bet 
everyone who regularly spends time in the garden has 
occasionally had a similar feeling. For example - the 
moment when you discover one of your favourite 
flowers has been destroyed overnight by hungry slugs. 
Perhaps when weeds grow faster than Jack’s beanstalk 
or maybe when vine weevils have eaten the roots of 
those special plants that cost a small fortune. Of course 
gardening also has its moments of bliss, such as when 
you step out on a beautiful Spring morning with the 
birds singing and the sun shining.

My guess is that you can consider yourself a 
reasonable gardener when such moments outnumber 
the failures. I flatter myself by thinking I am reasonably 
intelligent but, over the years, I have made the most 
stupid errors. The other morning I spent ages weeding 

around a few gooseberry bushes. It was a real slog and 
was all due to some really bad gardening on my part. 
Two years ago I decided to put a mulch around my 
gooseberry bushes so I spread a layer of home-made 
compost from my compost heap around each bush. I 
should have known better, because compost making is 
not one of my talents. Later, as the year went by, I had 
the finest crop of weeds ever, completely entangling 
the bushes. 

The following year, to put things right, I decided to 
spread shredded bark around the bushes. The result was 
not good at all and I guess we picked two gooseberries, 
although the weeds still managed to do extremely 
well. Quite why I thought bark would be good to put 
around gooseberries that like to be well fed I know not. 
I can only think I had a bag of bark available and felt 
I ought to use it. This year I hope to do better, so I 
have put manure and feed around the bushes instead. 
Here’s hoping?

We have always been told we learn from our 
mistakes. I wonder?
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Tel: 0118 963 9456

All Types of Roofing

31 Great Knollys Street        +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7HU Fax: +44 (0)118 950 5896
Website: www.tsauction.co.uk                         Email: info@ts.co.uk

RICS compliant – clients money protected

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

Les Cooper in 
the garden

I was a gooseberry fool

Tea for two
by Eunice Cooper

We celebrated our Diamond Wedding during “lockdown” in April.  
Later in the month came my birthday.  I had some cards and presents from 
my son and family, and a few books ordered online from Les (no card, he 
couldn’t get out to get one.)  We had a nice day, with phones calls and 
emails.  At 5pm there was a knock at the door and a young lady delivered 
“Tea for Two” as a present from Les.  It looked lovely, fancy sandwiches, 
little cakes, jam and cream scones, all strewn with fresh raspberries and 
strawberries. 

A delightful surprise, the whole three-tiered cake stand all beautifully 
festooned in starry cellophane with pink ribbons topped with a rose.  
Considering we have only had on-line shopping for the last few weeks, it 
was a really lovely present. So to my husband of 60 years, Les, many thanks.

Please mention this paper when 
replying to advertisements

Steve Daniels
Painting and Decorating

25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified

For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk

Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

Blackcurrant and Mint Pie
The first blackcurrants appear in June for this sharp delicious sweet.
1lb/500gms blackcurrants                                                                                                                                    
1 tablespoon of chopped mint                                                                                                                                       
4ozs/125 gms caster sugar                                                                                                                       
8oz/250gms shortcrust pastry                                                                                                                                  
+ 18cm/7in pie dish
•  Top and tail blackcurrants, wash well and drain.
•  Put blackcurrants into pie dish
•  Mix mint and sugar and sprinkle over blackcurrants
•  Roll out pastry and cover pie dish
•  Decorate pie with left over pastry and make a hole in the centre
•  Sprinkle a little extra caster sugar on top
•  Bake at gas 6/400F/200C for 35mins

•  Serve cold with cream



by Alan Bradbury 
Caversham Heights Society

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JUNE 2020                                                                           Page 11

THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

SERVICE, QUALITY AND BEST VALUE
FROM A PROFESSIONAL INDEPENDENT
FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS
SINCE 1826

READING               0118 957 3650
HENLEY                  01491 413434       

www.abwalker.co.uk
CAVERSHAM        0118 947 7007

A.F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING
Telephone

0118 957 3537

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Te l : ( 0 1 4 9 1 )   5 7 3 3 7 0

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper 
delivered to you monthly?

Caversham Emporium
Church Street, Caversham Centre

Email us at:
circulation@cavershambridge.org

giving your name and address
or telephone 947 1370

Alternatively copies of this paper
can be purchased from:

As reported in our May edition, the British Motor 
Museum (BMM) was the destination for the last meeting 
of the Caversham Heights Society before travel restrictions 
came into force. Around 30 members and friends took the 
trip to the Museum in Gaydon, Warwickshire.

We were greeted by our guides for the day and divided 
into two groups. Each engaged in two activities. In “Boxes” 
we examined, identified and discussed the contents of 
a number of boxes of motoring photographs, artefacts 
and other memorabilia. This evoked many memories and 
really whetted our appetites for the treats in store in the 
remainder of the museum. 

In the other activity, we were entertained by a lady 
dressed in Edwardian costume who introduced us to some 
very early motor cars. All dated from around the turn of the 
20th century or even earlier, one of which is still driven in 
the London to Brighton run each year. 

After lunch in the museum restaurant, we had a talk 
entitled ‘Wizardry on Wheels’. This had been developed 

Clive The Handyman

35 years experience in the building trade

Full painting and decorating
Patch plastering / Tiling

Gutter repairs, Fascias, Repointing
Woodworking / Small plumbing jobs

General Household Repairs

All work guaranteed and fully insured

Please call: 01491 411321/07766 540117

 

  Simon Porter & Co   

Chartered Accountants 

      • Self Assessment    • Businesses 

      • Companies              • VAT, Payroll 

For a one hour free no‐obligation chat, 

call Simon Porter FCA on 
 

(o) 0118 947 8158  (m) 07873 343669 
 

1 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB 
 

Engage gear for a Mini 
expedition

especially for us, as we had been unable to arrange a 
presentation on “60 years of the Mini” as part of our regular 
programme. The speaker traced the development of the 
Mini from concept, through design and development and 
into production. It started in the period before the car was 
conceived. The Austin and Morris companies were separate 
until 1952, when they merged to form the British Motor 
Corporation (BMC). The lead designer at BMC was Alex 
Issigonis, who introduced ground-breaking innovations. A 
transverse engine enabled the car to be shorter than any 
other car in its class. It needed a new gearbox design and a 
reduction in engine size to 848cc.

There were many teething troubles, including the car 
breaking down because the electrics were prone to getting 
wet. The basic car without a heater cost under £500. It did 
not sell well at first, and BMC made a loss on each one. 
However, as a result of their popularity with a number of 
famous people, sales improved. The sporty Mini Cooper 
was developed, and won many rallying prizes. A van and a 
countryman estate version followed. The last car was driven 
off the production line by Lulu in 2000. A very entertaining 
and informative talk.

We then had free time to wander around the museum on 
our own. The vast number of exhibits 
include vehicles covering the whole 
history of motoring, from the late 19th 
century up to the present day. If you are 
at all interested in cars and motoring, 
the museum is well worth a visit. 

Travelling there is easy from Reading. 
By train and taxi the journey takes 
about 1hour 30 minutes each way. By 
car, it is about 65 miles (around 1hour 
20 minutes) from Caversham. The 
museum is located close to junction 12 
of the M40 motorway. 

For further information see the 
museum’s website:
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk

The Caversham Heights Society 
is now in recess and will restart in 
September.

Mini Memories – a reader’s comments

The Monte Carlo Rally winning team 

Following publication of our May edition, we received the 
following e-mail from Caversham resident, Nicky Liddon-
Horncastle.

Dear Editor of Caversham Bridge and also Keith Watson,
I was amazed to see my Father’s car on the front of the 

May edition of Caversham Bridge!  I was also intrigued to see 
it again on page 11 and read about the museum at Gaydon.

My Father was Henry Liddon, who was the Navigator in 
this Mini (Rauno Aaltonen was the driver), who won the 
Monte Carlo Rally in 1967.  My Father went on to win this 
famous Rally three times in the Mini Cooper S.

We have been to the British Motor Museum and it’s 
amazing to see such large pictures of him on display, as well 
as the Minis. I enclose a couple of photos of him with that 
Mini.

Best Wishes
Nicky Liddon-Horncastle.
PS - My Father is the one with glasses!

Rover 14 at British Motor Museum – photo A Bradbury
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Anyone who has completed the Caversham 
Arts Trail, or visited exhibitions put on by our 
Caversham Artists, will have seen the stunning 
scarves designed and woven by textile designer 
Gloria Pitt.

As well as displaying her latest creations, 
Gloria is also frequently to be spotted 
demonstrating her skills at the spinning wheel, 
turning wool or silk into yarn.  In addition 
to creating her own thread, Gloria makes 
makes her own natural dyes using plants from 
her Caversham garden or the surrounding 
countryside. 

Gloria discovered the ancient crafts of 
spinning, dyeing and weaving whilst busy 
with a full-time teaching career in her native 
Belfast. “It was in the 1980s, in the middle of 
the Troubles  - an ‘Alternative College’ was set 
up with lessons in yoga, weaving and so on.  I 
enrolled for weaving, but it had a waiting list 
so I joined the spinning class instead – and I 
was hooked!  I couldn’t wait to get my own 
spinning wheel!”

Gloria developed her interest whilst 
continuing to teach full time, and signed up for 
the Bradford Diploma for Handloom Weavers.  
Having completed the two-year course in one 
year, she started to teach weaving as part of 
the A-level art course at her Belfast Grammar 
School while selling her scarf designs at shows.

The offer of redundancy from teaching 
provided the springboard for Gloria to 
set up her own business and soon she had 
customers from around the world. Now based 
in Caversham, she sells her unique hand-
dyed scarves at local shows, open studios and 
exhibitions. 

The whole process still fascinates Gloria, 
who owns several looms, as well as four 
spinning wheels.  To dye her yarns, she uses 
both common plants as well as slightly more 
unusual ones.  “I was introduced to dyeing 
whilst undertaking the Bradford Diploma.  I 
started out trying onion skins, which are the Spinning, weaving and scarves               photos E Lee and G Pitt

Creative Caversham

Let’s get weaving

The Annual Caversham Arts Trail, normally held in May, has been postponed in response to the pandemic restrictions. For the last ten years, the Trail has given 
visitors the opportunity to meet the artists in their own homes and studios, to learn about their techniques through demonstrations and to buy work directly from them.

The current plan is for the Trail to take place on 26 and 27 September. In the next few months we will be featuring some of the artists and their work. This month, 
meet Gloria, who spins, dyes and weaves to produce her scarves and woven textiles.

For more details, see www.facebook.com/cavershamartstrail

easiest to begin with.  You can use lawn clippings, privet, raspberry leaves, and 
bark from trees as well as buddleia flowers to name just a few.  I also find things 
in hedgerows like cow parsley and nettles,” she explains.

Most of these plants create shades of yellow or brown.  Gloria grows Japanese 
indigo and woad to create shades of blue but madder root (for reds) is easier to 
obtain online.  She experiments with hollyhocks, coreopsis, marigolds and even 
dead dahlia heads, creating quite unexpected shades.  Once primary colours are 
sourced, the yarns can be over-dyed, so blue over yellow makes green.

Gloria dyes silk, various types of wool, cotton and linen.  Plants are placed in an 
aluminium saucepan with some water plus alum crystals, which act as a mordant 
to fix the dye.  Add the thread, then heat the water (the temperature and length 
of heating appropriate to the plant used). The result is always something of a 
pleasant surprise.  “It really depends on when the plant was picked, the season, 
the soil it grows in and if the weather has been hot or cold,” Gloria says.  “You 
never get the same shade twice!” 

by Elestr Lee
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• Premium Amtico Retailer

• Independent family run business

• Top brand name flooring at the lowest price 

• Samples to view in your home/office

• Free advice / free quotes

• Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

• Fast turn around on fitting if required

Tel: 01189 580 4455
10a Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8 EQ

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk/www.richfield flooring.co.uk

by Bet Tickner

With a group of friends who have walked, rambled and trekked far 
and wide together for decades, I walked part of the Masar Ibrahim Trail 
through Palestine (the West Bank) in early spring.

Masar Ibrahim in Arabic means Abraham’s Path, and along the trail 
we often stopped to discuss with our guide the points of convergence 
between Islamic and Christian beliefs, especially in relation to the Old 
Testament prophets.

Our guide was Naser Ka’abneh, a Bedouin who now lives in a concrete 
house, where his mother still hankers after the traditional nomadic way of 
life.  As well as a sharp eye for flowers, herbs and wildlife (distant gazelles 
or rock hyrax), he imparted a sensitivity to the stark and arid beauty of the 
landscape and the rich history it contains.

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntlworld.com

1Electrics
Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements

For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

We started our walk through green valleys, 
then into deep river gorges and on to mountain 
trails.  The day spent walking towards the 
Monastery of St George was particularly 
spectacular, through a deep ravine where the 
remains of ancient hermit holes can be seen in 
the steep cliff of the opposite side.  Although 
well-maintained, the path would not suit the 
faint-hearted.

Every day Naser encouraged us to spend an 
hour walking in silence.  We soon appreciated 
that time of more intense experience of the 
landscape, wildlife, olive groves with their 
carpets of spring flowers, almond trees in 
blossom, dry rocky hills and deep gorges.  The 
green spring grass was appreciated everywhere, 
by the goats, sheep and camels, as well as by us.

We often felt ourselves to be wandering in 
a wilderness, though Bedouin camps, Israeli 
settlements and Palestinian villages were never 
far away.  It is difficult for the Bedouin to 
maintain their nomadic way of life.  If they follow 
their grazing animals, they may find settlers have 
moved onto their land when they return.

Overnight we stayed in homestays, or 
Bedouin tents, with their rich carpets, cushions 
and hangings in the dining area and, one night, 
on the most remote point on the trail, in a cave.  
Some anticipated this experience anxiously, but 
we had fun.  After sleeping soundly on mats, I 
awoke to the most beautiful dawn I have seen, 
a red line of bright light rising over the Jordan 
Valley and the Dead Sea.

Palestinians we met everywhere were 
hospitable, interested in us and very keen to tell 
their own stories.  There was the social worker 
helping disabled and traumatised teenagers 
recovering from spells in an Israeli prison and 
the young architect interested in rediscovering 
traditional architectural practices. In Hebron, 
there was the shop owner who declined offers 
of millions of shekels from settlers who wanted 
to buy his shop close to the Al-Ibrahimi mosque, 
believed to contain the tomb of Abraham and 
his sons Isaac and Jacob.

The frustrations of Palestinian life were 
summed up for me by the young woman who 
said, ”Sometimes it feels like all we have are our 
stones”.  But children are no longer encouraged 
to throw stones on Fridays, because too many 
have been maimed.  The only remaining mode of 
resistance is to stay put, acquire education, and 
bring up children, some of whom may stay, and 
not surrender to hate.

Hebron (at the end of our trail) felt particularly 
tense.  Settlers have purchased housing above 
the old Arab souk which Israeli army conscripts 
patrol in full combat gear.  The show of force 
felt intimidating, oppressive, and intentionally 
divisive.

We finished our trip with two nights in 
Jerusalem, exploring the souks and churches of 
the old city.  Despite the phalanxes of tourists, 
peaceful contemplation could be found in St 
Anne’s Church, a simple stone basilica where 
those entering are asked to be silent unless 
wanting to sing.  I listened to a choir who sang 
‘How great thou art’ and another who sang (in 
either Chinese or Korean - so far as I could tell) 
to the tune of ‘Amazing Grace’.

If you’d like to read more about the history 
of Christianity In the Near East up to the near 
present, I recommend From the Holy Mountain 
by William Dalrymple

Trekking in the Holy Land

Night in a cave                    – photo B Tickner

Abraham’s Path             photo B Tickner
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The website for Caversham 
includes information on:
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 � Events
 � Business listings
 � Jobs
 � Clubs
 � Schools

www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk

Brought to you by

CavershamChoose

Caversham’s Hardware Store
Neil Asbury

HOMECRAFTS has been serving the hardware needs of Caversham 
for more than 50 years. The shop is on the corner of Prospect Street and 
Church Street, by the mini roundabout. I took over the shop in 2011 and 
have worked hard to keep my customers happy and build the business. I 
have a small team that help me to keep the store “open all hours”.

When I first heard of the “lockdown”, I thought I would have to close 
the shop. But a friend sent me a message with the exemptions to closure, 
which included hardware stores. I must say it was a relief as I, like so many 
others, would far rather be busy. Initially it appeared essential items only 
could be purchased. Of course that was an impractical scenario. How to 
limit access to some of the 9000 lines we hold was something I did not 
even want to consider. I think people need to be kept busy to keep a grip 
of their faculties. It is tough to be able to do absolutely nothing. 

We have been busier than I might have expected. At first we and our 
customers were a bit unsure about social distancing, but most quickly 
adapted and generally accept the limit to the number allowed in the 
shop. As with any group of people, most have been compliant, but a 
few behave in a way that suggests the rules don’t apply to them. We 
have marked out the shop with tape at two metre intervals and do our 
best to keep everyone apart. It is challenging in such a small space. One 
noticeable plus is the improvement in air quality in the area, as a result 
of the reduction in traffic. 

With so much time on their hands, it is hardly surprising people 
are constantly asking for paint (decorative and fence paints), DIY and 
garden supplies. Haberdashery stocks were depleted as people took to 
knitting and other handcrafts. Elastic is being sold quickly as people sew 
headbands for NHS staff. Perhaps the most unexpected item in demand 
is coloured chalk, used for drawing rainbows on pavements and for 
hopscotch grids.

I have had a few supply problems as some suppliers have shut down 
for a spell to replenish their own stocks, but I am really pleased with the 
level of stock I have been able to maintain. Some companies are unsure 
of delivery schedules, quoting long lead times, but are being able to 
deliver sooner than expected. I buy much of my stock from a wholesaler, 
which hopefully is also managing to maintain high stock levels. We are 
temporarily closed on Sundays to accommodate my shopping trips.

Business – but not as usual
The Coronavirus pandemic has affected every aspect of our lives and we have had to make rapid changes to the way we live. Local businesses have had to either close 

down tempoarily or have had to adapt. We asked three local businesses to tell us how they had changed in response to the current constraints.

continued on page 15

Wholesaler to retailer in one bound
Garry Dudman

DUDMANS the greengrocer was established 
at about the same time as Reading Football 
Club, 150 years ago. At one time our family 
business had a number of shops in and around 
Reading, including two on Union Street and 
one opposite Waitrose in Caversham. In recent 
times the business has focused on wholesale 
supplies, mostly for the catering trade. We also 
supply care homes, schools, farm shops, village 
shops and hospitals.

We operate from a unit in Emmer Green 
opposite St Barnabas Church and the primary 
school. Normally two lorries a day deliver 
around 20 pallets of stock. This is then sorted 
and distributed to our customers. With 
the Coronavirus restrictions closing pubs, 
restaurants and many business premises, much 
of our trade vanished overnight.

We realised we needed to change quickly 
to serve the new needs of the community. We 
needed to adapt rapidly to help customers 
who could not visit the shop because of their 

Neil Asbury at Caversham Homecrafts                photo P Chatfield

vulnerability and to deal with an increase in the 
number of retail customers buying directly from 
us. Our shop is far too small to cope with this, 
so we utilised our wet weather gazebos and 
created a market stall outside our unit. This has 
enabled us to trade whilst observing the social 
distancing rules and is a safe, calm way to shop.

Rather than amending our web site to the 
changed circumstances, our family set up a 
Facebook page. This is much easier to maintain 
and update and we can use it for special offers 
and competitions as well as posting our news. 
We have added one short video about our 
deliveries of 25 food boxes a day to the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital for their hard-pressed staff.

w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / d u d m a n s b e r k s /
videos/947840638978285/ 

The boxes were funded by a Just Giving page 

It can be stressful, as it unusual for us to ask 
people to wait and there is less time to chat 
with our customers. Thank goodness it’s been 
sunny. I believe we are helping people to keep 
busy and occupy their time usefully. And at least 
six people a day say ‘Thanks for staying open’. 
We are open because we are well. By following 
the guidance from the Government, I hope we 
and our customers remain so.

I have to say a huge thanks to the Caversham 

community for supporting us and to the 
Caversham Gossip Girls for spreading the word. 
Lauren, who is not working at the moment due 
to maternity leave, helps focus attention on 
what we have in stock.

Anti-bacterial masks, sanitiser and hand 
wash are new lines for us which will become 
normal in the future.

Stay Well, Stay Safe - and we’ll meet again 
“some sunny day”
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trical.co.uktrical.co.uk

Professional Tree and Hedge care

Royal Forestry certified
NPTC Qualified

£ m public liability
Call Ben on
ben mackie@tiscali co uk
benmackiearborist com

Local to Caversham: Over 15 years experience

Helping job seekers prepare their
CV / Cover letter / LinkedIn profile

Laura Harmsworth
0118 947 2488 07947 586 070

www.cavershamcvwriting.co.uk

set up by a friend of ours. Many donations 
came from our customers, along with the 
general public and a local insurance company. 
All the family is helping out. My wife is a dance 
teacher, so cannot work normally and is helping 
out in the warehouse with the mountains of 
paperwork. She has also had to adapt her own 
business by using Zoom for dance lessons in 
the evenings! The kids were helping to serve, 
but are now having online Uni lectures, and 
we have some students helping to pack boxes 
of fruit and veg. I have had to furlough some 
staff, because of the changing pattern of 
trade. One interesting change has been a five-
fold increase in orders from small village and 
farm shops. Many people are choosing to shop 
locally rather than visit supermarkets. Many 
of our newfound customers have wanted to 
help support local businesses at this time and 
we hope will continue as customers for the 
foreseeable future. 
See www.facebook.com/dudmansberks/  for more 
information

continued from page 14

Business – but not as usual

Making Music Online
Elestr Lee

I PLAY both violin and viola and teach 
these instruments in Caversham and the 
surrounding area. Teaching takes place in 
my house, in local schools and sometimes in 
pupils’ own homes. My pupils are aged from 
4 year olds to retirees, and come from a wide 
range of nations, backgrounds and abilities.

As the recommendations for social 
distancing came in, going into schools became 
more and more stressful, as we teachers tried 
to work out how to manage. Children find 
social distancing requirements difficult to 
comply with at the best of times. Looking at 
what was happening elsewhere in the world, 
I could see a ‘lockdown’ was inevitable. In 
some ways it was a relief when it came, but 

it meant a complete loss of income. And the suspension of lessons 
would also have an impact, damaging progress, and depriving pupils 
of a developing interest.  For some, music has a significant therapeutic 
benefit.

Knowing some of my pupils already regularly took online lessons, 
it occurred to me to give this a go, using Skype. When asked, most of 
my private pupils agreed immediately.  I was pleased when the schools 
I work in all agreed I could make a similar offer, although the take-up 
was not as high.  Some parents who live in south Oxfordshire made the 
point that their broadband signal is not reliable.

I was worried about how my pupils would manage to tune their 
instruments (normally string teachers do this until students are 
reasonably advanced).  But another problem quickly loomed – two 
pupils had broken strings! An excellent supplier quickly sent in 
replacements and, with the support of their parents, they managed to 
fit them.  Phone apps can be used to guide tuning.  My pupils have 
turned out to be far more adept than I had ever imagined.

Normally I take a break for Easter, but this year most of my pupils 
decided to continue through the holiday.  I think the lessons have 
provided some structure for the week which has helped in these difficult 
times.  In a variation from my normal practice, I ask pupils to email 
me music they would like to work on, so I can print it off and follow 
what they have chosen in the online lesson.  It has been interesting, and 
sometimes surprising, to see their choices.  The quality of Skype sound 
is not ideal, however the basics of rhythm and intonation come over 
loud and clear, so I concentrate on where I can help them to improve.

For me, I have had to change the way I work and accept it will be 
less than perfect.  For example, when you can’t see a pupil’s posture 
clearly you can’t offer corrective advice.  I do what I can, as well as I 
can, and hope the impact of ‘lockdown’ on my pupils’ learning will be 
limited.  I am concerned for the future of music, as I fear there will be 
an economic impact that will reduce pupils’ opportunities - let alone 
the difficulties of making live music, which is not going to be easy until 
Covid-19 has been successfully vanquished.

MONTY’S
MOBILE  MOWER  SERVICING

 Professional and Domestic machines 
serviced / repaired at your 

home or workplace
Collection & Delivery service also available

  ALL MAKES – ALL MODELS

Over 20 years experience
 

0118 375 9815 / 07784 937850
www.montysmobilemowers.co.uk

K W Stokes Plumbing 
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE – GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists

All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards

Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.

Bathroom design and installation

All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488  Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son
55 Gatehampton Road,

Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

Please mention this paper when 

replying to advertisements

Garry Dudman               photo Dudmans

Elestr’s online lessons      photo Kim Lee Harvey
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l.co.uker-electrica

Bedrooms – Studies – Alcoves 
Bespoke Storage Solutions

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

• Your problem is ours
• Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet  Reading 07952 668959

••
••

JWS CHAUFFEUR & EXECUTIVE SERVICE

Be driven in comfort, Luxury Mercedes
 To Airports : Weddings : Special occasions  

Sea Ports for Cruises
Reading based - reliable service - Accounts Welcome

Jimmy Wharton              Phone: 0118 975 2241 / 07801 937876                 

www.jwsexecutivetravel.co.uk

Proprietor                          Email:   jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Formerly known as Noble Chauffeur Service 

jws

















 





 











M.J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE            Telephone 947 5582

For a Clinic appointment please call

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market 
and covering a wide range of areas including Equity Release.

Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation 
face to face appointment.

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com
T: 0118 991 8704

www.mayfieldmortgages.com
Mayfield Mortgages is a trading style of Kristian Kolb who is an appointed representative of Mortgage Intelligence Ltd 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 305330 in respect of mortgage, 
insurance and consumer credit mediation activities only.

!

!

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market and covering a wide 

range of areas including Equity Release. 

Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation face to face 

appointment. 

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com 

T: 0118 991 8704 

www.mayfieldmortgages.com 
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Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns

Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

NETLEY LANDSCAPES
Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND

TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

Domestic, Commercial & Garden Waste
House / Loft Clearance

Garage / Shed Clearance

 Licensed Waste Carrier with 
 commitment to recycling

Serving Caversham and surrounding areas
Fast, friendly & reliable service 

For a free no obligation quote, please call:
0118 348 1553 / 0781 8033625

 www.allrubbishcollected4U.co.uk

Please mention this paper when 
replying to advertisements


