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Caversham Post Office closure, and
shopping and services in Caversham:
changes and challenges

uring November 2018 Caversham residents learned of the proposal to close the

current Caversham Post Office: more formally, the Caversham sub-Post Office

in Church Street. For a number of years this Post Office has been located in the

Day Lewis pharmacy on the north side of the road opposite the St Martin’s

precinct. Day Lewis are closing their Caversham operation for commercial
reasons and the property has been sold for development. At the same time the public has been
informed of the proposal to close the ‘Crown’ Post Office at 21-22, Market Place with the
plan to continue their level of service inside the W.H. Smith store premises at 39, Broad Street.
Noting, however, that no cash machine will be provided. The new proposal is tantamount
to a downgrading of the principal Post Office in the Reading District and thus a matter of
serious concern to the public. Because the Market
Place office is a ‘Crown’ office a Local Consultation
was inaugurated starting 14th November 2018 and
ending on 28th December 2018. Many readers may
already be familiar with this and perhaps will have made
their views known. To their credit the Post Office has
provided a briefing document explaining the reasons
for the changes proposed and outlining the methods to
make submissions. The briefing document also states
in summary the ‘Principles of Community Engagement on
changes to the Post Office network” which lists three stages
of activity: ‘Notify; Engage and Consult’. However, this
model of public engagement does not appear to apply
to a post office counter in a retail premises such as the
Day Lewis pharmacy in Caversham Church Street.

Matt Rodda MP for Reading East has been contacted
by many residents following the proposals made for
both Post Offices and in response convened a public
meeting for the evening of Friday 30th November at
Caversham Baptist Church. Before the meeting Matt
Rodda’s office sent Caversham Bridge the following
statement: “The Caversham Post Office is a lifeline for many
local people and | am very concerned about the plans to close it. | am calling for the Post Office to listen
to the concerns of local people and to continue to provide a local sub-post office in Caversham town
centre.”

“I hope that the public meeting will allow residents to have their say and | am planning to send a
report of the discussion to the Post Office and to the Government to help explain the strength of feeling
in our community.”

“I have also had an initial meeting with Kelly Tolhurst MP, the Minister responsible for postal
services, and she has offered to look into our concerns about the post office closures in Caversham and

‘Day Lewis pharmacy and Sub-Post Office in Church Street’

also in Reading town centre, where the Post Office plans to shut the Crown Post Office in the Market
Place and to move it into the upstairs of W. H. Smith in Broad Street.”

The public meeting was well-attended and this bodes well for keeping the issue alive and
in the front of attention. Caversham Bridge will continue to report on this issue in subsequent
issues.

The end of the year 2018 is a good moment to reflect on some of the issues which have
impacted the Caversham community and its geographical neighbours north of the river. The
first six months of the year were fully occupied by the campaign organized by ‘Concerned of
Caversham’ to challenge cutbacks to the Caversham bus network provided by Reading Buses.
The campaign certainly engaged many in the local community. Some adjustments were made
to the proposals and timetables but off-peak service
reductions and services over the weekend have not
been restored. Thames Travel made some positive
adjustments to their services in the Caversham
Heights area, and without the X39 /X40 on Sunday
residents would be left with five services only across
the day on a two hour interval. Many campaigners
are disappointed with the instransigence and lack of
transparency of Reading Buses service management.
The then Head of Service has since left Reading
to pursue his career elsewhere. We hope that his
successor will have the opportunity to learn from
what happened in 2018. CADRA has made a written
submission to the ‘House of Commons Transport
Committee: Health of the Bus Market Inquiry’ so some
of this local history is ‘preserved for the record’.

Caversham continues as a vibrant and varied
local community with fully engaged residents who
are keen to see amenities and services sustained.
We hope therefore that a new ‘home’ can be found
for the ‘sub-Post Office’. There have been retail
casualties nevertheless: the Centre has lost the
services of the NatWest bank; the motor supply shop has been replaced by a physiotherapy
clinic; Suprema the dry cleaners closed; several units in the precinct are vacant, and we are
losing one pharmacy. The year has also seen the closure of the Priory Avenue GP surgery.
The centre used to have ‘a proper newsagent’ where Costa Coffee now stands. As always,
it is ‘swings and roundabouts’ and retail variety depends as much on small enterprise as on
branches of national brands. We still have Jennings the butchers and a number of café and
food concerns which add good notes to day and night life in Caversham. So, let us see what
2019 brings to help keep Caversham ‘vibrant, varied and local’.
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Rev’d Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrew

Rev’d Nigel Jones, St Andrew’s Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

Caversham Thameside Ministry -

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Rev’d Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road, Caver-
sham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505

rector@ctmparish.org.uk

Rev’d Marion Pyke Tel: 947 5834

Rev’d John Dudley Tel: 9470265

Rev’d Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Rev’d Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and URC)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston

Tel: 0118 947 5152. www.cpve.org.uk

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Rev’d Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

Rev’d D Jenkins Tel:0118 327 1592

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev’d Colin Baker

Church office tel 0118 954 5353

Email: secretary@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk Tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne

Mgr Patrick Daly, The Presbytery,

2 South View Avenue. Tel: 947 1787.

St Michael
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels,
Sonning Common  Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev’d H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009

A community newspaper produced by Caversham Christian
News Ltd on behalf of the Churches of Caversham

EDITORS: Dr Alison Johnston, Mrs Janet Offord, Mr Alan
Bradbury, Mr Stephen A Roberts, Mrs Heather Gale.

c¢/o Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX
Tel: 947 1703. Email: editors @ cavershambridge.org

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright,
Tel: 947 6958.
Email: advertising @ cavershambridge.org

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mrs Carol Moloney.
Tel: 947 1370. Email: circulation @ cavershambridge.org

COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mr Colin Ferguson.
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr Tony Holland.

COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772
Email: treasurer @ cavershambridge.org

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.
Tel: 947 3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in
this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
board.

The Editors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703.

Typeset and layout by RP Character Graphics,
Tel: 07949 980 982

Printed by: Mortons Print, Media Centre, Morton Way,
Horncastle, Lincolnshire LN9 6JR

TALKING POINT

by Derek Chandler

A Happy New Year

‘Happy New Year’. Our greetings ring out at midnight on 31st December as
we sing ‘For Auld Lang Syne’ and let off fireworks. We may go to a Watchnight
Service and thank God for the year that is past and commit ourselves in hope
into his hands to guide our future, but however we express it, we might look
forward to 2019 with foreboding, or maybe excitement for the new year to
come.

There have been joys and sorrows in my life in 2018 as | expect many
of you have had, too. We did not quite follow the pattern of the film ‘Four
weadings and a Funeral’. It was one wedding and thirteen funerals. The one
wedding was great fun and eagerly looked forward to. It was our son’s, with
the girlfriend he had met at Parkrun. At this point, | must recommend Parkrun.
It is a good way of keeping fit, but also of meeting a partner, for our daughter
was married two years ago to the husband she met at Parkrun!

This brings us to things you can learn from these occasional services not
held in a church. The wedding was in a register office, the couple had not
wanted to come to church, but they wanted me to give one of the readings.
| chose the meaning of true love, with | Corinthians: 4-7 at the back of my
mind, from Captain Corelli’'s Mandolin. | was astounded to receive applause.

The funerals, whether | took them or mostly went to them were mainly in a
Crematorium Chapel. They were celebrations of a life, with thanksgiving. Yes,
there was sadness, particularly as two of them were close family members,
but also food for thought. The people had served their families, but had also
served the community, they may not have realised that their lives had reflected
what it means to follow Jesus Christ (Matthew: 25 37-40).

There were also two of our Franciscan brothers and sisters. One of the
sisters had written a poem, which was based on the phrase in the ‘Canticle of
the Sun’. She accepted that she would not recover from her iliness and was
waiting for her kind and gentle sister, waiting to lead her by the hand on the
next stage of life’s journey as she hushed her latest breath. All of the people
believed in the Resurrection and eternal life in some way.

As | close, | can tell you that | had some inspiration from an article in
my newspaper telling us that this year more people that ever are going to
have a vegan or vegetarian feast. People are resolving to lead healthier lives,
eating less meat, more vegetables and exercising. Whatever your New Year’s
resolutions, whether it be ‘Veganuary’ or ‘dry January’, or foregoing the
sales-following the principle of Pope Francis’ theology of enough - may | wish
you a ‘Happy New Year!’

Revd. Margaret Dimmick PTO curate, based at
Caversham Park Ecumenical Church

'Il.
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Are you a people person?

Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled
in our neighbourhood. If you would like
to give to the community by joining
us as a volunteer driver or helping
in our office, then please do get in

touch with us.
www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466 “9
Monday to Friday 9.30am-11.30am m
Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RG4 8AX

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Holy Communion — BCP (first, second and fourth
Sundays)
Matins — BCP (Third Sunday)
9.30am  Holy Communion (second, third and fourth Sundays)
Service of the Word (First Sunday)
6.30pm Holy Communion with Healing Prayers usually 1st
Sunday, Evensong (usually Choral on second Sunday)

St John, Gosbrook Road
9.30am Holy Communion (first, third and fourth Sundays)
9.30am  All Age Worship (second Sunday))

Fifth Sunday — Parish wide service (check website for details)

St Margaret, Mapledurham

11.15am  Holy Communion (first, second and fourth
Sundays) Morning Worship (third Sunday)

Fifth Sunday — Parish wide service (check website for details)

St Andrew, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am  The Eucharist first Sunday BCP

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
9.30am Parish Communion
9.30am COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am  Morning Worship & Teaching

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am  Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH, South Street
10.30am  Morning Worship each Sunday

6.30pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) —
2nd Sunday each month
345pm  Messy Church — for all the family

Fourth Sunday of the month

GRACE CHURCH, Old Peppard Road
10.30am  Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am

6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)

Gosbrook Road

10.30am

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the
month)

St Michael, Sonning Common
5.30pm  Saturday
9.00 and 10.30am Monday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading
10.30am  (House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm Evening Service

Caversham Bridge is sold at £0.40 per copy. The

subscription price which includes delivery to your home
address is increased to £5.00 / year (for 12 issues) from
January 2019.

Caversham Bridge

Contributions for the February 2019 issue should be sent to

the Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish Office by
Monday 7th January. The date for the March issue is Monday 4th
February.

Email address is: editors@cavershambridge.org

Advertising copy for the February 2019 issue should be sent to Mr
A. Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren Avenue, Caversham by Friday
4th January. The date for the March issue Friday 1st February.
Email address is: advertising@cavershambridge.org

PARISH OFFICES

PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm

Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ST BARNABAS

St Barnabas Centre

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
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Grit Bins retained for the Winter

All 47 grit bins in Reading will remain in place for the coming
winter, following an annual review of winter service provision.

The Council had intended to stop grit bin provision in the
Borough during 2018 as part of a package of budget savings agreed
earlier in the year. All grit bins will now be retained as a result of
the highways team identifying efficiency savings elsewhere in its
budget.

Every year Reading Borough Council puts in place a robust
Winter Service Plan to help combat the worst effects of extreme
weather on the town’s road users and residents.

A review takes place annually where the Council looks at the
cost of the overall service, the provision of grit bins, and the
effectiveness of the Winter Service Plan against the Council’s
statutory obligations under the Highway Act 1980. A new piece of
legislation also came into effect this year called the ‘Well Managed
Highway Infrastructure: Code of Practice’.

The introduction of new computer software systems in the
highways team now makes it easier, quicker and more efficient for
inspectors to record defects and order a repair direct to a vehicle

which is carrying out repair work. This
reduces time and paperwork and minimises
errors.

Efficiency savings brought about by this
‘asset management’ approach to highway
maintenance means the Council has been
abletodelivertherequired efficiencysavings
to accommodate a reduced budget, while
at the same time delivering the necessary
highway =~ maintenance  programmes.
Efficiencies realised this year also include a
small saving negotiated by the Council with
its winter service contractor.

Councillor Tony Page, Reading Borough
Council’s Lead Member for Strategic
Environment, Planning and Transport, said:

“I’'m pleased that the Council Highways Team
has managed to find the required efficiencies
elsewhere, thereby making it possible to retain

Caversham Methodist Church (Gosbrook Road):
Toys and Teens Appeal

This year Gosbrook Road Methodist Church
supported the “Toys and Teens Appeal’ (on behalf of
Reading Family Aid). This was very successful, with
gifts donated by Church members and friends. The
Babies and Toddler Group donated many baby toys,
such as rattles, stacking toys, and posting box type toys

teepal

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Complete Design & Installation Service
Or Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames
Oxon RGY 1AB
01491 411990
Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

the appeal.

which had been suggested by the charity.

Crawshay Pre-school (which runs from the premises
of the Methodist Church) had a Wishing Tree with tags
for the parents to select a toy to donate. The parents
were very generous and donated many lovely toys for

Paulin Hopkins

all 47 grit bins in Reading this winter. | would
also like to emphasise that the efficiency savings
have been achieved without a reduction in the
agreed highways maintenance programmes by
making better use of technology to cut costs and
through a saving negotiated with the Council’s
winter service contractor.”

Reading Borough Council’s updated
Winter Service Plan was brought to
a meeting of the Council’s Strategic
Environment  Planning &  Transport
Committee on 21st November 2018 for
review and approval.

READING
PLUMBING & HEATING

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING, HEATING
AND GAS WORKS UNDERTAKEN.
OVER 30 YEARS OF

EXPERIENCE.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED.

DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR

CITIZENS.

MOBILE: 07702556790 111613

EMAIL: darrenscottrph@btinternet.com

TUESDAY MORNINGS

Milestone Centre, Northbrook Road,
Caversham Park Village, RG4 6PF

9.45am - 10.30am (currently full) and 10.45 - 11.30am

ERIDAY MORNINGS

The Weller Centre, Amersham Road,
Lower Caversham, RG4 5NA

9.45am - 10.30am

Please call Lucinda on 07900 906056 for more details or visit
www.coaf.co.uk

Email: lucinda@coaf.co.uk

Old fashioned

from a modern

At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Walmsley

@ @ f walmsley.co.uk
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Camino de Santiago de Compostela:
reflections of a pilgrim

It all started at 6.55am on Wednesday 19th
September! Following morning prayers at the Statue of
St. James Church, our group of 25 ‘Peregrinos’ boarded
the coach to Stanstead for our flight to Santiago de
Compostela in North West Spain. It was a fine day and
our flight was smooth and comfortable. On arrival
at Santiago Airport, we boarded the coach to our
destination, Lugo, approximately 110km East from
Santiago. As we approached Lugo, the coach began
to stutter and eventually pulled into a lay-by for the
driver to solve his gear problem. Looking up to the left,
a magnificent sight was to be seen, the walled City of
Lugo, with its spectacular cathedral — which has the
Papal privilege of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
day and night. The driver managed to get the coach on
the road again and proceed up the torturous, winding
hill to our hostel /hotel in this beautiful city.

We arose from our abodes on a somewhat misty
Thursday morning to begin our first days of walking
on the ‘Primitive Way’, down the steep, cobbled hill
from the city, looking out for the traditional markers
showing the various ‘Ways’ - a yellow shell, pointing in
the direction of travel.

It would take us pilgrims five days walking from Lugo,
to Ferreira, to Malide, to Arzua, to O Pedrouzo, before
reaching our destination, Santiago, on the fifth day.

Clive The Handyman
35 years experience in the building trade

Full painting and decorating
Patch plastering / Tiling
Gutter repairs, Fascias, Repointing
Woodworking / Small plumbing jobs
General Household Repairs

All work guaranteed and fully insured

During these five days, at each hostel /hotel, Church,
café, restaurant, shop we had our ‘Pilgrims Passport’
stamped with a wide variety of interesting and colourful
images —all necessary to obtaina completion certificate
(the Compostela Scroll). Those of pilgrims who stopped
over-night in the hostels, were extremely pleased with
the cleanliness and facilities provided by the various
Albergue and at a cost of 10 - 12 euros. Some provided
breakfast and meals at additional cost. Those pilgrims
in the hotels had a different deal at greater expense!

Having followed the shells, we arrived in Santiago
and headed for the fabulous Romanesque/Baroque
Cathedral of St. James, topped by the ‘'Santiago Peregrino’.
We stood in awe and wonder in the Plaza del Obradoira
to admire the newly refurbished Cathedral frontage,
then entered the Cathedral, and offered our prayers of
thanksgiving for a successful pilgrimage. In the evening
we attended the Pilgrim Mass of Thanksgiving, which
concluded with the massive thurible being swung from
one end of the Transept to the other, to the amazement
and delight of all present.

Thisisavery briefinsightinto our Walk, butI’'msureall
who took part - not only our group, but ALL peregrinos
from all over the world - felt great satisfaction and an
emotional high, standing in front of the Cathedral.

Reading Hard of
Hearing Club:

Lipreading classes

Reading Hard of Hearing Club members understand what it is like
to have a hearing loss which can make you feel lonely and isolated.
Do you have difficulty in following what people say? Do you

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JANUARY 2019

./ ARUM TREE SURGEONS
W{ TREE o
SERVICES OF TREE CARE

¢ Tree removal, tree pruning ®
e Trees supplied and planted e
* Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

APJ1 Media

Services Ltd

Web and Email Hosting, VPS and dedicated
servers, Websites and domain names.

Low cost packages available
Also available a range of Two-way radio
equipment and Church AV equipment.

Call 0118 954 5368
Email: apjlmedia.sales@apjl.org

www.apjl.org

Please call: 01491 411321/07766 540117

40 Years
experience
behind us

On Sight Optical Lid ="

All frames include, as standard,
single vision lenses, prices from only

We make
£1 8.00 spectacles to
your
prescription
Other lens supplements from:
Bifocals £55.00
Varifocals £70.00
Transition Reactolite £54.00
Carry out
repairs and
Free Quotations with no obligation ~ adiustments
Can fit new lenses to your own frame
Extremely
competitive
We specidalise in complex and prices

difficult prescriptions

Over 162 Just bring in your prescription.

116a Henley Road
Caversham RG4 6DH
T1:01189 476 754
onsightoptical@btconnect.com

sometimes feel frustrated and convinced that most people don't
understand your problem? Being able to lipread can help boost your
confidence, so why not come and join us in learning to lipread? You
can practise these skills to help you communicate more effectively.

We are a friendly group of people who meet twice monthly and
you are very welcome to come along and see what a lipreading class
is all about. We meet on the first and third Friday afternoons of each
month, starting at 2.00pm and finishing at 3.30pm, with a tea break
half way through.

As well as lipreading, there are opportunities to find out about
home assessment for your personal needs, learn about the services
that are available to you, attend a demonstration of the latest
equipment available for personal and home use and to learn tips and
strategies that are helpful to anyone with hearing loss. Come along
and join us! The group meets at the Abbey Baptist Church, Abbey
Square, Reading RG1 3BE which is behind Reading Central Library
and a ten minute walk from Reading station.

Contacts: Maureen Dickens (Tel: 0118 926 8055 & Email: maureen_
dickens@sky.com); Kay Murray (Tel: 01428 751 234 & Email:
david.34murray@btinternet.com); John Chilvers Email: m.chilvers@
sky.com

You can find us at: www.hearinglink.org > Connect > Groups and
Clubs

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna cirv & Guitp Mece & e (ENG)
Tel: 07778 340 444 | O118 947 3560

amysclearanceservice @ hotmail.co.uk

CARTER

_ELEETRIEHL
install Solar PV?

You can achieve

payback of 12% from your investment

k=,
Why should you
REAF

0118 967 7033

info@carter-electrical.co.uk
www.carter-electrical.co.uk
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The Caversham Heights Society

There has been only one meeting of the
Caversham Heights Society since the talk
about ‘The work of Launchpad and the homeless
in Reading’ at the beginning of October. This
was on Wednesday 17th October when
Group Captain Paterson, who had only
recently retired from the RAF after 26 years
of service, talked about ‘100 years of the
RAF'.

Most of the audience were expecting a
historical account of the origins of the RAF,
the disputes over its uses, its development
and the changes and current difficulties
facing the service. We were given an account
of how the early pioneers, such as the Wright
Brothers and Bleriot, showed the potential
of flying. We were then told about how the
Balloon Corps and the Royal Flying Corps,
both formed in 1912, were used for aerial
reconnaissance. These were followed by the
Royal Naval Air Corps in 1916. Unfortunately
at that time neither the Army nor the
Royal Navy were interested in air power,
largely because in the years leading up to
the beginning of the First World War the
Government, only too aware of Britain’s
maritime history and responsibilities, had
been too busy concentrating on building
up the navy in competition with Germany.
It was the far sightedness of Field Marshall
Smuts and Winston Churchill, both of whom

saw the potential of air reconnaissance for troops on the ground
in identifying where enemy positions were located, that led to the
creation of the RAF in 1918 as a fighting force. Indeed it was the
combination of the RAF, tanks and other mechanised weapons that
speeded up the conclusion of the War. There was little progress in
developing the RAF during the 1920s and early 1930s until the threat
of Hitler’s Luftwaffe made the Government take air power seriously,
as we know from the valiant efforts of the Spitfire and Hurricane
pilots during the Battle of Britain in 1940. Even so it was not until
1944 that the RAF was technologically up to speed.

Sadly, we were not told about the developments thereafter, except
that all three services felt the need to have some form of air power
which has meant a certain amount of duplication, and in the current
financially straightened times has led to strong disagreements. What
we had instead, however, was an interesting and very personal story
of how the speaker joined the RAF in 1992, became a helicopter
pilot and gradually rose through the ranks by service in Northern
Ireland during ‘The Troubles’ with the IRA, then in Afghanistan, then
the Second Gulf War in Iraq and again in Afghanistan. The emotional
problems involved in modern warfare, the speed of making difficult
decisions involving life and death situations, the advantages and
disadvantages of helicopter warfare were all brought home to the
audience who were given an insight into the stresses and strains of
being a pilot in the difficult circumstances of modern warfare.

In early 2019 the Society will hold lectures on ‘The Digital Society’,
The Development of Public Libraries,” and ‘Crime and Punishment in the
21st Century.” Meetings are held in the Caversham Heights Methodist
Church Hall on Highmoor Road every alternate Wednesday at 8pm,
following coffee at 715pm. New members are always welcome.
Further information can be found at www.cavershamheights.org or
by email to: contact@cavershamheights.org
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Simon Porter & Co
Chartered Accountants

® Businesses
e VAT, Payroll

¢ Self Assessment
e Companies

For a one hour free no-obligation chat,
call Simon Porter FCA on

(0) 0118 947 8158 (m) 07873 343669

1 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Painters & Decorators

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

Gill Madeley narort.

Garden Design & Maintenance

* Garden Design
* Maintenance
e Seasonal Clearance

* Planting
* Advice

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
£.0118 947 1178 m. 07971 742 053
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

The UK’s No1 dry carpet and upholstery and hard floor cleaners

v Dry carpet cleaning
v Upholstery cleaning
v Hard floor cleaning
v~ Wooden floor cleaning

zero(dry)time

Dry Carpet, Upholstery & Hard Floor Cleaners

&7 08001804045

vales
west

Friendly

adpersonal

Providing accounting and taxation services to
many local owner managed businesses and
individuals, including annual accounts, payroll,
VAT returns and personal tax returns. For a free
initial consultation, contact Kathryn Cutts rca.

T 0118 957 3238 keutts@valewest.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd

Electrical Installation Contractors

® Established Electrical Installation Company
with an Excellent Reputation

® Commercial and Domestic Installations

® Specialists in Electrical Testing,
Fault Diagnosis and Rectification

® Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

® Planned, Preventative and
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

® Fully NIC EIC Accredited

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

01189 790171

07909 434515
n}i'ckWright@elpelectrical.com
=~ www.elpelectrical.com
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CAVERSHAM COMMUNITY CAFE
Open 9.30am to 2.00pm on Tuesdays
in St John's Church, Gosbrook Road, Caversham.
Espresso coffees, teas, soft drinks, hot snacks,
cakes and biscuits. Takeaways also available

Funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund
and by Springboard, Reading
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PIANO LESSONS

Available from an

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

Treating many conditions

experienced teacher,
ex-concert pianist.

All levels taught.
For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

Your house or mine
(Steinway grand)
Anna: 07568 377731

Gardiners

NURSING AND HOMECARE

For 50 years, Gardiner’s Homecare has provided
domiciliary care in the local area

Our experienced and friendly team are passionate about our care at home
services, helping others & supporting them to continue independent and
fulfilling lives in the comfort and familiarity of their own homes.

Please call one of our Care Managers if you are looking for someone to
provide company and a little help in the house, or assistance with personal
care or medication.

Telephone 0118 947 6666 www.gardinersnursing.co.uk
10 Church St. Caversham RG4 8DZ

COMPARE FUNERAL PLAN QUOTES

OUR TRUSTED FUNERAL PLAN ADVISORS WILL HELP YOU PROTECT
YOUR LOVED ONES WITH A BESPOKE, PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN

"g‘ FREE HOME VISIT " —
or phone consultation. " JOHN 14: 1-3 %

4+ LOWEST PRICES | 'LETNOT YOUR
with the best plans guaranteed. j Tiii‘]ﬁigi, ?

4 SPREAD THE COST Y.~ —
with our ‘Buy Now, Die later’ plans.

"3‘ GUARANTEED TO FREEZE FUNERAL DIRECTOR’S FEES
for your lifetime.

T CARING & PROFESSIONAL CHRISTIAN ADVICE
from a trusted plan advisor.

FREEPHONE: 0800 999 5662

g

m: 07713 286 149

e: neil@plannedfunerals.co.uk ~ www.plannedfunerals.co.uk
TRUSTMARK PLANS LTD. A PLAN PROVIDER YOU CAN TRUST

Shiplake Church of England Primary School C~

and Shiplake Village Nursery

Headteacher : Mrs Katherine Page-Howie MA.Ed, BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH

Are you looking for a Reception Class place for September 2019?

We provide a rich and exciting curriculum to develop the confidence and enthusiasm
for learning in all subjects. Our learning environment is supportive, stimulating,
challenging and fun.

Please call us to make an appointment to come and visit us

Looking for a place in another year group? Please contact us for
up-to-date availability.

“The school’s ethos and values of ‘mutual respect, good behaviour and high academic standards within a Christian and moral
culture’ are borne out in all aspects of your work. Consequently, pupils are highly motivated, keen to learn and achieve well”
Ofsted December 2016

x **‘
Ofsted

Good
Provider

Shiplake, Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 4DN

4
Email: office.3810@shiplake.oxon.sch.uk
telephone: 0118 940 2024
www.shiplakeprimary.org.uk
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Planning decisions relating to the
Caversham area

Appeals

In November, it was announced that the Planning Appeal for 245 houses on the Caversham
boundary at Dunsden had been dismissed. The campaign group CAGE brought together South
Oxfordshire Parish Councils, associations in Caversham and Emmer Green and concerned
individuals. Financial contributions enabled a barrister to be employed along with registration
as a Rule 6 party. As a Rule 6 party, CAGE was able, through their barrister, to question
witnesses and to make a closing statement. This statement, and others are available at www.
cadra.org.uk/en/Planning. Final comments included:

“Over the six days that the Inquiry has sat, we have heard many local people express their ... ‘heartfelt
concerns’ about the proposal. Many locals have attended several days of the inquiry, and the fact that
local residents got organised and formed Campaign against Eye and Dunsden, becoming a Rule 6 party
to these proceedings, again indicating the level of concern that this appeal causes them”.

“....this appeal is parasitic on Reading and blatantly undermines the Council’s spatial strategy. The
houses are not needed to meet a lack of supply in Reading, and with a five-year supply, they are certainly
not needed to meet a shortfall in South Oxfordshire”.

In his report the Inspector considered:
J Development Plan policies
. The Oxfordshire Housing and Growth Deal
. Housing land supply
J Character and appearance (including landscape)
J Benefits of the proposal
The Inspector concluded that the substantial weights given to the harms would significantly
and demonstrably outweigh the ... moderate and limited weights... to the benefits ...
Following this decision, we heard that two further appeals in Reading have been dismissed
so that fine heritage buildings in both Craven Road and Brunswick Hill have been saved from
demolition.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JANUARY 2019

High-Rise Development

The principle that high-rise buildings in Reading would be located centrally, thus avoiding
higher buildings outside the centre, was established in the previous Reading Local Plan. As the
next Local Plan moves towards adoption more detailed frameworks are being established, and
we are increasingly seeing the principle become a reality.

We await final outcomes for the Station Hill development. Outline proposals for the Royal
Mail site were the subject of a public exhibition at the end of November. These include 650
housing units, offices, retail, and space for community rooms and a health centre. Much the
highest element would be a 24-storey tower near the northern entrance to Reading Station.
The site would be separated from the existing business park by a tree-lined avenue. A planning
application is expected to follow on.

The SSE site lying between the Thames and Vastern Road has always been considered
very important and may, in time, provide a more direct pedestrian and cycle access. Possible
proposals are just beginning to emerge.

St Peter’s Conservation Area

On 21 November 2018, the Council formally adopted the revisions to the Conservation Area
which now extends over Bridge Street to Caversham Bridge and in the other direction to take
in part of Church Street including the former Priory Avenue Surgery and the Nationwide BS
with Age Concern and the telephone exchange opposite. This not does not set all of that area
in aspic and the report is clear that some parts would benefit from sympathetic development.
However, it does mean that decisions have to be taken with much greater care.

This is the culmination of over two years work by members of CADRA and the Conservation
Area Advisory Committee. Liz Killick was a member of both teams and played a very important
part in bringing this to fruition, with excellent technical support from her husband Les. Very
sadly, Liz died on 26 November just after the Council decision and just as this article was being
completed. Despite her illness, Liz was determined to see her contribution completed. She
cared deeply about Caversham and will be very greatly missed.

CADRA

Proposals for Reading Station North development site

Plans are afoot for a substantial redevelopment initiative on the former Royal Mail depot on
the Caversham Road in Reading. There are many reasons why this initiative will be of interest
to Caversham residents and to readers of Caversham Bridge. Reading now has an impressive
rail station and associated civil engineering works on the railway lands and electrification has
modernized railway infrastructure. Hopefully, 2019 will see the completion of bridge works
at Cow Lane to help reconnect Caversham to Tilehurst and West Reading with freer flowing
traffic and less congestion. From the end of 2019, Reading will be at the western end of the
Crossrail System and the Elizabeth Line. The next decade may well see a direct rail link to
Heathrow airport. The proposed development of the site could be a further enhancement to
the railway station and its adjacent built environment.

Hermes Investment Management have recently outlined plans for the former Royal Mail
depot on the Caversham Road in conjunction with Reading Metropolitan (www.readingmet.
co.uk) . The site is allocated for redevelopment within Reading Borough Council’s Local Plan
and previously had planning permission granted for a high-rise mixed-use scheme, which has
since expired.

The development is already attracting a good deal of interest and comment in Reading’s
local media and views are inevitably mixed. In all probability a formal planning application can

be anticipated at some stage.

Of course the development proposal may not directly affect Caversham, but as Caversham
faces Reading and daily life links all our local urban communities the north side of the
River is always drawn in. Traffic congestion and extended ‘rush hour’ periods are already
a fact of Caversham life. Caversham Globe and Econet make us aware of pollution and air
quality dangers. Extending the central area housing stock (which the residential element of
the proposal is likely to do) may be seen by many as a positive. Town centre living may also
benefit the condition of Reading’s town centre which like others up and down the country is
facing changes and challenges of adaptation. On the other hand it is to be hoped that such
centripetal forces will not work against the interests and amenities of local neighbourhoods
like Caversham and Emmer Green.

Caversham residents will want to keep a watching eye on the Reading Station North
development and the future plans for use of the former Royal Mail depot. Many will
remember its construction not so long ago as well as the business rationale behind it. Perhaps
a casualty of the digital communications revolution and about to be replaced by another
revolution in architecture, planning and priorities.

(Stephen A. Roberts)
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ALEX LOWTH
Garden Design

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an Overbaul?

¥ Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to Re-plan and Re-plant? %

Reliable Service
¢ One-off jobs: Gardens overhauled, major cut back or pruning.
e Plants for places advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.

e Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

ONE TO ONE
M. D. Howlett computer
architectural consultant fraining
(0118) 947 7117 for all ages &
abilities
20 years experience in all aspects of using your own
domestic and commercial computer,
architecture, including designs, local lapfops or tablet
. . Anne Garrison
authority applications and contract 0118 947 4244
administration
K / AnneGarrison.co.uk

NASHE

Fine handmade and second hand
jewellery

¢ Rolex servicing agency, plus prestigious
makes

¢ Probate valuations

¢ Excellent jewellery repair service

¢ Purchasers of old gold, platinum and silver

e Antique and unusual pieces always wanted

14 Bridge Street, Caversham, RG4 8AA
Telephone: 0118 947 2295

aversham

The website for Caversham
includes information on:
®* News

®* Events

® Business listings
* Jobs
z ® Clubs
| ® Schools

Brought to you by

— [ /CHODSE

www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk CAVERSHAM

Caversham Traders Association
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Rebuilding Caversham Bridge

Whilst  this month’s  picture is not very good
photographically, it is interesting. The original print is small -
inches by 3 inches — and it is one of three showing preparations
for the rebuilding of the bridge, which must have been taken in
1924, and which came my way in November last year.

Watching other people work is often fascinating, and in
the picture we have four
onlookers, one of them a
tram driver at the terminus.
The Reading Corporation
Tramways never did cross
either of the bridges to
reach Caversham, and nor
did the trolleybuses. In the
past, crossing the river was
not always straightforward.
Until the building of the
iron bridge, which opened in
1869, you had to pay a toll to
use Caversham Bridge, and
many people preferred to use the ferry, which was cheaper!

The tramcar advertises Milward’s shoes, and Maple’s, the
London furniture shop in Tottenham Court Road which closed
in 1997. For a short while in the 1980s, they had a Reading
branch in The Butts Centre — now the Broad Street Mall.

Part of the Caversham Bridge Hotel appears behind the
tramcar. It was built on the site of an old inn called The White
Hart in 1890. The new hotel was later bought by Reading
Corporation, because it was in the way of the proposed new
bridge. It was demolished and rebuilt about 1912, only a short
distance from the old hotel, but then the First World War
intervened.

A new road bridge, Reading Bridge was opened in 1923, and

when this happened, work could start on a replacement for the
old narrow iron Caversham Bridge. The replacement bridge
was opened by the Prince of Wales in 1926.

The Caversham Bridge Hotel lasted until 1988. | can
remember the dining-room, which looked over a lawn leading
down to the river. Eventually it was replaced by the Caversham
Hotel (which  wasn’t
technically in Caversham),
later called the Holiday Inn
and now the Crowne Plaza.

In our picture, behind
the hoarding is a mound of
earth, a man with a horse,
what appears to be a steam
engine, and a steam crane,
and to the right of the
hoarding is the start of the
. temporary footbridge which
L existed while the old bridge

was being demolished, and
the new bridge of reinforced concrete with granite balustrades
was being built. One of the signs on the hoarding reads: ‘Bicycles
must be wheeled, not ridden, over the bridge.” | cannot make out
the wording on the other sign. For the next few years, motor
vehicles would have to use Reading Bridge.

The period charm of the scene is enhanced by the Reading
gas-lamp in the foreground, with elegant fluted column and
pointed finial, and the scrolled ironwork of the pole and
bracket supporting the overhead wires for the electric trams.
This is one of those pictures that makes me wish | had been
there, and able to walk into it and see a bit more, for an hour
or two at any rate!

Happy Wanderer

Mapledurham Playing Fields — a commentary on the Landscape Plan

There was an interesting article in the November issue of Caversham Bridge about the archaeological work being undertaken
‘as part of preparation work required for landscape improvements’ at Mapledurham Playing Fields. It did not give any details of those

‘improvements’.

The Landscape Plan was primarily created by Reading Borough Council to offset the impact of the proposed

building of the Heights School. Additional objectives were to enhance the site and raise its profile.

A major impact of building the school would be the loss of several football pitches. To prevent objections from the major
football stakeholders, it was necessary to maintain the existing number of pitches. The only way this could be achieved was to take
land currently occupied by mature trees and from the children’s playground area which would be relocated. The trees affected
include the existing row of mature Lombardy Poplars and all 15 mature trees near the current playground, one of which is a
particularly elegant conical lime. If the poplars and the lime were on private property they would have tree preservation orders
(TPOs) on them. One wonders how this can be described as an improvement to the landscape.

Additionally, the Plan proposes to remove two of the discreet planting areas adjacent to the property boundaries of Chazey
Road. These were planted by volunteers in 2000 to form a green corridor from the woodland. The plan does include some
replacement trees along the boundaries but it will be many years before they reach maturity.

The proposal also includes planting an avenue of non-native trees along a pathway all the way from the Chazey Road entrance to

Bl
¥

OPTICIANS

. 2 + Comprehensive eye
examinations

+ Full contact lens service
* Free specs for children

* Extensive range of
designer frames

* Main agent for Zeiss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

www.robinjames.co.uk
44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)

the proposed school. This pathway would be lit at night, which may seem out
of keeping with the current nature of the fields. If this has to happen planting
mature, native trees would encourage the early colonisation of dependent
animal species.

No amount of new planting can immediately replace the loss of habitat
arising from the removal of mature trees, and it will be decades before the new
trees approach the size of those that are currently scheduled to be removed.
Any Landscape Plan for the fields should enhance the existing space with a
pleasing aspect, room for a range of recreational activities and a chance to
enjoy the natural world. This includes the trees for their beauty, their shade
and the food and shelter they provide for many insects, birds and bats.

The Landscape Plan will be subject to a planning application in the New
Year when there will be an opportunity to express views.

This commentary on the Landscape Plan comes from ‘The Friends of
Mapledurham Playing Fields’. The Friends are a group that meets once a month
working to improve the Fields environmentally and aesthetically.

(Editors’ note: See the following document available through the Reading
Council website for documentation on the evolution of the proposals
and an outline of the Landscape Plan: http://www.reading.gov.uk/
media/8942 /180620allpapers /pdf/180620allpapers.pdf )
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MOBILE MOWER SERVICING

Professional and Domestic machines
serviced / repaired at your
home or workplace

Collection & Delivery service
also available

ALL MAKES —ALL MODELS

Over 20 years experience

Contact: Adrian Davies
0118 375 9815/ 07598 800298
www.montysmobilemowers.co.uk

Painting and Decorating
Fencing, Gardening,
General Property Maintenance

Local references available

For a free quote contact Alan Smith
07958 788552

St. Barnabas

PARISH CENTRE \

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

/

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

2 __’
)

for tea, coffee,
conversation and

\ company

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

Foot Health Practitioner

Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP
Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.
Foot Health care in your
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care
of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE - GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JANUARY 2019

Page 9

Wilfred Owen Day: 10th November 2018

a crucifix fashioned out of bullets... both ironic and iconic,
and grasped in the warmth of your hand.

Held in Dunsden Church, where Owen was lay preacher for two
years, the ‘Wilfred Owen Day’, on 10th November, 2018, fused past
and present, art and literature, painting and poetry.

John Bodman, co-founder and co-chair with Jennifer Leach, of
the Dunsden Owen Association, welcomed visitors from Ors, near
Sambre sur Oise where Owen died on 4th November, 1918. The
church was packed to capacity. Jean Eastwood, so instrumental in
shaping the Association and charting Owen’s time here, movingly
read ‘The Send Off’ with its evocation of country lads, country lanes
and country wells.

Indeed, the event was a ‘send off’ for a very special book
commemorating Owen’s work, illustrated by local contemporary
artists and produced by the press founded by Peter Hay in 1994,
The company is committed to celebrating local literary talent, past
and present, and to developing a co-operative of artists and writers
creating a vibrant arts scene. Previous publications include Wilde's
famous ‘Ballad of Reading Gaol’, ‘The Arts of Peace’ and ‘The
Memoirs of Edith Morley’ (a ground-breaking woman and professor
of English whose encouragement of young Owen buoyed him when
others were encouraging him to give up). What a debt we owe to her
and to those who today encourage and promote artistic endeavour.

Jane Potter, who wrote the ‘Afterword’ for ‘Pennies on my Eyes’,
is a Reader in Arts at the Oxford International Centre for Publishing,
at Oxford Brookes University. She gave a cogent, penetrating

AWW1 anti-tank bullet inscribed ‘Un Souvenir de la Guerre’. ..

talk encompassing Owen’s life at Dunsden, his links to Reading
University, and his family connections to the local area. She revealed
how his time in Dunsden unequivocally changed his life and his
poetry, shaping his courageous decision to re-evaluate both. Here
was food for all — for those knowing the key Owen poems and for
the passionate aficionados. With just five poems published in his
lifetime, tribute was paid to those who kept his name and poetry
alive, including, among others, his mother, Sassoon, Blunden, Heaney
and Hughes. She chose resonating details: his love of the colour
purple, his piano playing, the children in Dunsden school, his horror
at the rural deprivation, and his brother’s strange vision of Wilfred
in his ship’s cabin. The material was captivating. In 1917, a New
Year’s Eve letter to his mother showed his confidence that he could
become a ‘poet’s poet’. His style, voice and content were assured.
The cadences, emotions, innovations and imagery still sing out today.
His poem ‘A Terre’ portrays the bandages obscuring the narrator’s
vision; ‘Pennies on my Eyes’ with its poetry, artwork and ‘Afterword’
symbolically removes them.

Near a plaque, erected on the wall in 1978 in the presence of the
Bishop of Oxford and attended by the likes of Ted Hughes and John
Stallworthy, a reading of Owen’s ‘Smile, Smile, Smile’ was given by
Prof. Peter Pearson, of Radio 4’s ‘Poetry Please’ fame, and Lauren
Leach-Scrivens, a student at Gillotts School, tellingly read ‘Anthem
for Doomed Youth’: what a moving contrast of ages, voices and
emphasis.

Three of the local artists chosen to illustrate the poems gave
insights into their approaches. Sally Castle showed how her research

at The Imperial War Museum shaped her ‘visions’ — slippers, china
tea cups, white feathers, gas masks, blending home life and trenches,
politics and people, trench signs and trampled barbed wire posing as
a question mark.

Martin Andrews responded to the creative challenge by creating
generic rather than specific evocations for particular poems. His
grandfather’s WW1 treasures, shown lovingly to him as a boy featured
strongly; the cherished items — the bullet and the crucifix, generously
passed around to each and every one of us, were truly touching in
every sense. His grandfather’s bugle, given away to a boy down his
road, must surely be sounding out for its rightful ‘/ast post’ — to be
reunited with Martin.

Jennifer Leach (an artist, writer, editor, well known for Outrider
Anthems, The Reading Festival of the Dark, and Song of Crow)
illustrated ‘Strange Meeting’ and ‘Insensibility’. Sheltering from a
rainstorm in the church lobby, she discovered the Owen connection
— a personal ‘strange meeting’.

Peter’s reading of ‘Insensibility’ in this packed church gave hope
that, now, someone bothers! The final reading, ‘Dulce et Decorum
est’, was a fitting end, focusing painfully on the eyes of a comrade in
his death throes. There were no ‘old lies’ here.

‘Pennies on my Eyes’ has achieved a new vision — to expose the
obverse of the coins! Owen’s poetic art and experiences like this
event enable us to see the world, multifaceted, through the eyes of
others. ‘Pennies on my Eyes’ no longer. Walking back through the
churchyard, on the way home, the way was lit by the flickering lamps
on the Owen family graves, illuminating our pathways 100 years on.

Quakers and peace: then and now

On Tuesday 28th November the Dunsden Owen
Association concluded its series of four talks with a
session about pacifism in World War 1 and what it is to
be a Quaker working for peace today. What better way to
end a season marking the centenary of the armistice of a
war that was supposed to end all wars? Ruth and Mark
Tod are members of the Henley Meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends (or Quakers) — a non-judgmental
Christian denomination that was founded in the mid-17th
century by George Fox. They gave a well-illustrated and
compelling talk which was enlivened by some powerful

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event in this space
for £8.80/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958

advertising@cavershambridge.org

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RGS 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

personal testimony from both principal speakers and
members of the audience.

During the First World War, pacifist Quakers made up a
large proportion of some 16,000 registered conscientious
objectors. They were the butt of considerable hostility, both
at the hands of harshly judgemental military tribunals and
from members of the public, who would often hand non-
combatants a white feather as a symbol of their perceived
cowardliness.

Some pacifists were ordered to fight and subsequently
shot when they refused to do so; others had their
sentences commuted to ten years of hard labour. Some
gladly became members of medical corps, whilst others
carried out ‘work of national importance’ of various kinds.
Others were actively involved in different kinds of war
relief work. Dr Hilda Clark was one Quaker who regularly
challenged convention by not only being actively involved
in medical relief work but also by being a woman who
drove a car, at a time when they were still rare.

In the second half of their presentation, Ruth and Mark
Tod concentrated on contemporary efforts by Quakers to
work for peace. A fascinating series of initiatives across the
world was described, including Quaker-facilitated closed
sessions of ‘quiet diplomacy’ at major international treaty
negotiations, as well as many grassroots initiatives aimed at
bringing together those who would otherwise mistrust each
other because of their differences. Sessions in schools, a
regular meal in London for Muslims, Christians and Jews
of all kinds, gatherings of young people of different African
groups, and ‘listening circles’ for those who have been the
victim of conflict. The focus was on Quakers first enabling
these peace-making programmes and then stepping back
so that they could be self-sufficient. Each new initiative

one small step towards greater peace in the world.
Ruth and Mark’s final theme was that ‘remembrance
is not enough’ — positive action is required of those that

commit to a more peaceful world. A thought-provoking end to a fascinating presentation,
which was followed by some equally thought-provoking discussion amongst the audience
afterwards.

Your writer was still musing on all this the following afternoon when, by complete
chance, he met 2001 European Woman of the Year, Detta Regan. Detta founded www.
followthewomen.com, after gathering together 270 women from all over the world,
including America, Palestine, Britain and Iraq, to ride bicycles for over 300 kilometres
through Lebanon, Syria and Jordan to campaign for peace and an end to violence in the
region. Yet more proof positive that individual efforts can create powerful waves, and
perhaps the subject of a future Dunsden Owen Association talk in 2019.

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

%7\ =E. H. HAMLEY & SON=
Builders and Decorators
Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality

Established over 100 years
Caversham based

Please contact: 0118 957 3894
07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntiworld.com

Male & Female Funeral D
Free Home Visits, Advice & Assist:
24 hour caring service

Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Memorials '1:
11 &0 Ve e S—
13 959 0022 o~

157-161 Caversham Road, Reading, Berkshire. RG1 8BEB
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Since 2011, Thursday is Fisherman day.

Every Thursday
2-6pm
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Albert Road

The Caversham Heights café, named after our

patron saint, St Andrew the fisherman, serves

high quality teas, Italian-style coffees, home-
made cakes, soft drinks, snacks and more!

A warm welcome awaits you.
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CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMET
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007
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GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

¢ Full Replacement e Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
e Clearing and Cleaning ® Guaranteed for 10 years
o Full Public Liability Insured e Police Checked

P N
Abelcare
| welcome inspection of previous work
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978
for a free estimate

[ —————e e |

Thimbleby & Shorland

AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS - CHARTERED SURVEYORS
The local firm with the international reputation — Est 1901

DO YOU ENJOY THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALE?
DO YOU WATCH AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV?

DO YOU WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR HOUSE OR
TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASH?

THEN COME AND EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT OF AN
AUCTION FOR YOURSELF - LOCALLY!

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS
AT READING AUCTION CENTRE

+ ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
+ HOUSEHOLD & OFFICE FURNITURE
+ COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
¢ GARDEN PLANTS & MACHINERY
+ MOTOR VEHICLES
and much more

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES

Probate ¢ Family Division ¢ Insurance ¢ Auction

We would be pleased to advise without obligation.
See website for fixture list and catalogues
www.tsauction.co.uk - log on and subscribe

RICS compliant - clients money protected

31 Great Knollys Street +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RGl 7HU Fax: +44 (0) 118 950 5896

Website: www.tsauction.co.uk Email: info@ts.co.uk

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
& EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Your Local Roofing Company

All Types of Roofing
Tel: 0118 963 9456

www.bondrightroofing.co.uk

Rosehill WI

President Arlene Riley welcomed all members
(and two visitors) to our November meeting on
a fairly warm but windy afternoon. Arlene also
asked for volunteers for the ‘Green Challenge’,
more details of this will be given at our January
meeting.

Judith Sharp (Treasurer) said that next year’s
subscriptions are now due (at a cost of £42.00)
and she will be issuing envelopes in December
to collect this.  She also told us that calendars
for 2019 are available for sale. The birthday
buttonholes were then distributed: happy birthday
to all concerned. Scrabble club will be on 14th and
28th November respectively. The Book Club will
meet at the beginning of December, and Barbara
Wood will be on the lookout for a suitable film for
the cinemagoers to visit. Gill Sawyer has kindly
offered to take on the assembly of the emergency
packs for AE at the Royal Berks Hospital — thank
you Gill. Brenda Caborn reported that she had
bags for sale (at a cost of £1 each) and this is in
aid of ‘Champions to End Loneliness’,

Arlene introduced our speakers: two ladies from
the Pangbourne Cheese Shop, one of whom gave
a very interesting talk. During the talk we were
able to taste four cheeses, one a very creamy Brie,
the second a Goat cheese, the third a Cheddar
and the final one a Stilton. Our speaker told us
about these cheeses and their provenance. After
the tasting we were asked to say which cheese
we preferred and the Brie was considered the best
with the Goat cheese coming in fourth. Thank you
ladies for a very enjoyable afternoon.

We meet on the first Wednesday of the month
at St Barnabas Village Hall, Emmer Green, at
2.00pm.

Chazey WI

Twenty three members and three guests were
welcomed to the November meeting by the Vice
President, who took the chair, as our President,
who although present, had recently broken her
leg. Our speaker for the evening was Mike Payne
who gave us a talk on Pinewood Studios which
the members enjoyed very much. Tea and cake
followed plus a lot of enjoyable chat! Dates were
given out for Coffee, Lunch, Book Club, Art Club
and Knitting Club.

The treasurer gave a short report to the
members and then announced she was retiring
and we had a new treasurer, Garol Briscoe, to
take over. Birthday celebrations this month are for
Jean Turner and Jean Fry. Volunteers are needed
for the quiz team to compete in the ‘Interquiz’ on
29 January 2019. The outing to the Milestone
Museum at Basingstoke was very successful. For
more information about Chazey WI please email:
chazeywi@gmail.com.

Caversham WI
Our late autumn meetings have rushed by
and preparations have been made for the last
meeting of the year in December. Our duties at
the Caversham Court Tea kiosk have finished after
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a long and sunny season of making cakes and serving teas in what must be
the best park in Reading. At the October meeting our speaker was an expert
in the history of the many crossing of The River Thames and he told us of the
effects they had on the towns and villages surrounding the river. This also
created a spirited discussion on the present state of the four crossings locally,
especially the Sonning Bridge. One of our members gave us very positive
feedback from her recent visit to the WI Denman College at Abingdon.

The November meeting began with a report from a Wl member about her
trip to Russia to train with cosmonauts and her experience of weightless
flight. Plans have been made for seasonal activities in December, including a
Christmas meal out together, our combined Birthday and Christmas supper
with dancing and a trip to see ‘Guys and Dolls’ later in January 2019.

Ladies are very welcome to visit our friendly group. We hold meetings on
the third Thursday of the month at 7.30pm, which helps to avoid childcare
issues. There is nearby parking and a lift to the first floor meeting room at
Church House, Church Road, RG4 8AX. More details can be found on line
at https://tinyurl.com/hwzj6zy or search for Caversham WI. For enquiries
contact our Secretary on 0118 947 5176.

CLUBS

The changing River Thames

An enthusiastic audience of over 120 people gathered at the CADRA
Open Meeting on 6th November to hear a presentation by Terry Marsh,
Honorary Fellow at the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology at Wallingford,
entitled ‘The River Thames, A study of Change’.

Prior to the main speaker, Peter Valance, Chair of Caversham Good
Neighbours, told the audience about the campaign to target loneliness. He
urged every member of the audience to each do one little thing to combat
loneliness and make Caversham a good place in which to live.

Terry explained that the River Thames is not a massive river in international
terms but has exceptional national and international significance. The
river originally drained from North Wales and out into the North Sea. With
glaciation, it became a tributary of the Rhine. Today, it rises in the Cotswolds
and runs 346 kilometres to its tidal limit. With no waterfalls or rapids, it
is very navigable, and so always strategically important. Terry spoke of
the Vikings coming up the Thames and how Reading Abbey was built at
a junction of routes based on the river. He described how Caversham was
important for the building of barges to carry goods along the river.

London’s population doubled to two million between 1800 and 1840.
With night soil no longer being collected and sold, the volume of raw sewage
discharged into the Thames increased steeply. In the 1831-32 cholera
outbreak 6,000 people died and 14,000 Londoners died in 1848-49 in
addition to fatalities from Typhoid. In 1858, the Big Stink caused Parliament
to close and the following years sewers were constructed.

Thames floods are not new. In AD 48 the river overflowed, extending
over four counties, and 10,000 people drowned. The recorded level of the
Thames was far higher than the level in the 1947 floods, for example in
1594,1774, 1809 and 1894. Flooding occurs for different reasons. It can
be a flash flood from intense rainfall, tidal flooding which is an increasing
risk with rising sea levels or the rarer but persistent groundwater flooding
as occurred at the Flowing Spring public house. Snowmelt was a major
factor in the 1947 floods and that particular risk may reduce with global
warming. Floodplain development exacerbates flood risk, underlining the
importance of planning controls and sustainable urban drainage.

The Thames is the dominant water supply source for London and so
we must also consider the effect of drought and water shortage. In August
1976, the Thames ceased to flow in its upper reaches after the most intense
drought of modern times. In 2018, the Thames basin saw the hottest April-
August on record but was moderated by inflow of groundwater.

In the last 15 years there have been efforts to enrich the habitat of the
Thames by working to increase its diversity. The Withymead Nature Reserve
near Goring is an example of this work, and it is a magical place where
otters can be seen. Terry kindly made his presentation available and you
can find it at www.cadra.org.uk/en/Events
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Pastoral news from New hymn book by local MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL

Caversham Heights writer and lay preacher FRENCH GREER (6 70
Methodist Church yP

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &
storage facilities

Local writer and Lay Preacher Colin Ferguson has just published a book Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village
of over 100 hymns to familiar tunes. Colin, who is a member of the Hymn i

. i . . . . Can accommodate for example:
Society, has several books of worship material previously published, but this * Children's parties / Family celebrations

is the first of two books which cover his work over the years. This one is with ) c'asses.’D“:':;Z"S?fw’ui?c'eéri‘u?‘sh'b't'°"5
familiar tunes and the second will include the music that has been written

(3 for him One off occasions or multi bookings

Congratulations to Peter Bernard, the organist After a career in the probation service Colin says that his worship material For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
at Caversham Heights Methodist Church, who 3¢ more to do with the human condition and our daily bread rather than 0118 9722978
celebrated his 50th Birthday on Sunday 4th 5|iness His hymns can be read as well as sung. Some are prayers, some have
November. been the basis for discussion groups.

Much to his SUrprise, at the com.mencement of ‘Dare to believe’ sums up the message of the book which at £8.00 Stable 'n’ Able
the service the Minister Jenny Dowding called Peter including post and packing is a valuable supplement to any church’s worshi
from behind his curtain so that everyone could sing gpP P 8 PP Y P Posture, Strength and Balance class

collection.

‘H Birthday’ to hi birthd ke with lit
appy SIENGay 10 T, @ BIGRY care Wi | Here is an example of one of the Christmas hymns in the book.

candles, an organ keyboard and a figure depicting
Peter was brought from the vestry by Margaret
Ellison who had made the cake.

Mondays 2-3pm

at Caversham Heights Methodist Church
Soon, very soon, our Saviour will be born, £5.00 per class, first class free
shown through the words of prophets, priests and kings; Also available

here is God’s promise to the world made flesh. Personal Training

Soon comes the day that makes the angels sing. 1.2-1 & small
-2-1 & small groups

For further details contact me at:

Soon, very soon the wilderness makes way;
Lucie@agelessbody.co.uk

e : a voice proclaims the coming of the Lord,; @ aterLife
Peter also received a birthday card signed by the desert blooms will burst into full flower Www(_)::;:ziz)z‘;‘lo_uk [ﬁl s
members of the congregation. and God will show the glory of his word.
Several hymns which were Peter’s favourites had
been chosen for the occasion. At the conclusion Soon, very soon, a baby will be born A.B.
of the service Peter delighted the congregation by and his young maiden mother will rejoice,
playing ‘Finlandia’ by Sibelius. _ her song of joy and blessing shall ring out.
| o = and choirs of angels to the world give voice.
Soon, very soon a star will brightly shine, THE FUNERAL PEOPLE
and travellers from far away will see SERVICE, QUALITY AND BEST VALUE
G\ W and journey to a lowly stable yard FROM A PROFESSIONAL INDEPENDENT
st IR to find the reason for the mystery. FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS
Rev’d Jenny Dowding and Peter Bernard S the church bells will b SINCE 1826
v ; oon, very soon the church bells will be run
enjoying coffee and cake after the service. as heavenydescends to earth on Christmas diy, www.abwalker.co.uk
in Bethlehem there comes a baby’s cry CAVERSHAM 0118947 7007
@ ﬂ (ﬁ /a\'\ that echoes through the years and here today. READING 0118 957 3650
HENLEY 01491 413434
Building and Roofing Specialist (Sung to the tune for ‘Tell out my soul” (Woodlands) ) TR«
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804 Funeral Plans ¥

FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS A F JONES
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST XL CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
".;\\_‘, . P #@y
R Mrs Samantha Vistuer = | |
Free Estimates s BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis E MASTER Would you like to have this paper
2 MASONS delivered to you monthly?
AT , , oV ictori ading, RG4 7QY
COPYE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Re g, Q st
_ _ Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly Craftsmen in Stone “gfiff}?;‘g&dﬁff&?ﬁg%ﬁ‘(?r‘isi"m
All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken From corns to in-growing toe nails, foot pain to veruccas el cones i
; ifi Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rheumatoid patients welcome CInatvely copies of s paper
Part P registered & certified Specialist Treatments Biomechanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery BEDFORD RD canbe purc%ased from:
.. . READING Caversham Thameside Parish Office
Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443 Fora Clinic appointment please call Telephone Churh e, Cavrha Livary
TEL: 0118 946 3401 0118 957 3537 e Mo ey Nes

TOMALIN & SON

Funeral Directors

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

e Premium Amtico Retailer

¢ Independent family run business . .
P ) Y ) A Family Owned Funeral Service
e Top brand name flooring at the lowest price

e tven ren s ror Tel: (01491) 573370
¢ Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved PC Upgrades’ PC Repalrs, New PCS

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services) Golden Charter & Help the Aced
on Reading (0118) 947 9395 PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

« Fast turn around on fitting if required Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service
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Caversham Aerial Services stk Kentwood Farden Hervices
; . ; Have your Garden maintained
TV Aerials SuPplled and F.ltted. 4 U THE 1‘ Weells - Fortnightly - Monthly
Poor Reception? Old aerials? Source Oonline Neglected Gardens cleared
Can't get the new digital channels? Domestic, Commercial & Garden Waste fOI‘ RG4 Nnews, For free advice and estimates
House / Loft Clearance ‘ call Kevin on
Give us a call - We can help! Garage / Shed Clearance events, eating out, 0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944
places tO go, local Turfing Fencing Hedge-cutting Patios

Phone 01 18 9673596 Licensed Waste Carrier with hiStOI‘y and more.

—— commitment to recycling
www.caversham-aerials.co.uk The best place -

m HD Serving Caversham and surrounding areas the web to look for 1 Electrics

Fast, friendly & reliable service

information about Caversham Electrician

For a free no obligation quote, please call: C h d
0118 348 1553 / 0781 8033625 aversiiam  an

' caversham www.allrubbishcollected4U.co.uk beyond, For a free quotation Phone

TiIeSI 07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338
1st Berkshire Roofing & Property Services

All your Electrical requirements

30 years experience/Free estimates/No job too small CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Slate & tile roofs, flat felt & lead roofing repairs

Shed roofs re-felted; Chimneys re-pointed Advertise your Business or Event
UVC fascias and cladding repaired/renewed in this sized space
Gutters cleaned, repaired/renewed; Moss removal from £13.20/month

Gardens tidied & cleared; Fencing repaired/replaced

Painting & decorating internal and external o
Contact our Advertising Manager

Call Jim Long - 0118 327 4783/07570 079700 for further details

0118 947 6958
advertising@cavershambridge.org

55 Donkin Hill

°W§ JWS CHAUFFEUR § EXECUTIVE SERVICE

Caversham RG4 5DG Formerly known as Noble Chauffeur Service

Steve Daniels
Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
“or a professional job and free quote ring:

0118 9543315 Be driven in comfort, Luxury Mercedes
www.cavtiles.co.uk To Airports : Weddings : Special occasions
Sea Ports for Cruises
Reading based - reliable service - Accounts Welcome

ANDREW LAKER

Jimmy Wharton Phone: 0118 9752241 /07801 937876 Home: 0118 961 3218
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker Proprietor Email: jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk Mobile: 0791 710 6164
Bedrooms - Studies - Alcoves www.jwsexecutivetravel.co.uk

Bespoke Storage Solutions

22 Kidnore Foad o118 saaznzt | NETLEY LANDSCAPES
Caversham .
Established 1986
Feading RG4 THG T 96T B42260 L W
o ANGDALE WI/LLS
Will Writing and Lasting Power of Attorney
BOILER REPLACEMENT (LPA) sp ecialists. Garden design and construction
S4ife SPECIALIST Planning for the future, today. Hugh Netley, NDLC
- e : PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
« All Gas Work Undertaken + Servicing Call or email to book a free, no obligation, consultation WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND
Remose yeime of Aidas sich catecs your hesting yetoms to under- to discuss your requirements in the comfort of your own TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state home Evening and weekend appointments available FREE ESTIMATES
of the art Magnetic System. ‘ : Phone 9461701
PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING www.langdalewills.co.uk www.netleylandscapes.co.uk
07956 566317/ 0118 9545478 1 01491 699158 enquiries@langdalewills.co.uk 0118 348 7787

for free quote

Fireplace W, GIRLS ON TAP M.]. GODDARD
Magic)ms Ladies who Plumb
Chimney Sweeping Builder and Decorator
Wood & Multi-Fuel Stoves FREE ESTIMATES
Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires
Installation Service .- 18 GOSBROOK ROAD
Visit our showroom at ® Your problem iS ours CAVERSHAM
45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB o Sma” r‘epairs a speciality READING
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959 BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582




