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On Palm Sunday, 25th March 2018, the Bishop of Reading, 
Andrew Proud, walked from St Margaret’s, Mapledurham, via 
St Peter, Caversham, to St John the Baptist, Lower Caversham.  
This was part of the Easter Celebrations focusing on the 
‘Journey with Jesus’, and Bishop Andrew was accompanied by 
two donkeys: Buffy and Solomon.  The walk was to recall and 
retell Jesus’s entry to Jerusalem. There was a service at each 
church on the way with Communion at St Peter’s, and Bishop 
Andrew preached at each service. 

 The route, from St Margaret’s to St John’s, covered about 
five miles, and each church provided refreshments for the 
participants.  At Mapledurham everyone was given a snack bag 
containing a bottle of water, a chocolate biscuit, sweets and an 
apple; they were also given palm crosses to wave. Lunch was 
served at St Peter’s, and tea at St John’s.  There were about 
100 participants, including children and babies – and some 
dogs. The children performed a drama in Caversham Court.  
This was all made possible by a dedicated group who worked 
on the project over three months.  

The bells were rung at St Peter’s, Caversham, before the 
service.  Only seven local bell ringers were available, but 
fortunately Steve Smith, who was in the procession, came to 
the rescue as a most welcome guest ringer.   His wife Toni (also 
a ringer) was one of the organisers.    

 Solomon and Buffy, the two donkeys, behaved impeccably.  
They used to be part of a group of 40, giving rides to children 

on Blackpool beach, but there is not much demand for donkey 
rides nowadays, and so they were sold to Jane and Vernon 
Lewis in Peppard, who kindly brought them to Mapledurham 
by trailer, and accompanied them on the Palm Sunday walk.  
It was a pleasant spring day – a nice change from the arctic 
blast the week before.  At first the procession went through 

fields and woods, and later through Christchurch Playing 
Fields beside the Thames, with only a little walking through 
streets.  Three bell-ringers - Gill and Roger Hopkinson, and 
Mary Westley – did the full walk.

Many thanks to Roger and Gill Hopkinson, who provided 
valuable information, and to Jane Havelock.  Toni Smith kindly 
sent in the photo of Bishop Andrew.                     Diana McClure

   

This photo shows three of St Peter’s bell-ringers - Doug 
Beaumont, David Sumner and Vicci Alexander – with 
Solomon, who is helping with maintenance by cropping 
the grass in St Peter’s churchyard.  Buffy’s hindquarters 
can just be seen, behind him (over his mane).  

Bishop Andrew leads Palm Sunday walk from 
Mapledurham to Caversham – with donkeys 

Bishop Andrew and Jo Cox lead Buffy down St Peter’s 
Hill
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FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND: spreading the word in Caversham and beyond

At the times of the major Christian festivals especially Lent, Easter, Advent and Christmas, 
minds are drawn toward the Holy Land. Not only the Holy Land of the past, but also the Holy 
Land of the present (and by implication its future).

Friends of the Holy Land (FHL) was established in 2009 to support the Christians in the Holy 
Land. FHL works in close cooperation with the Christian churches in the region and in the UK. 
Their work is entirely non-political and is carried out with the backing and blessing of Anglican 
and Catholic Bishops in England and Wales. 

FHL has a very active ‘head office’ and staff in Kenilworth (Warwickshire) and more than one 
hundred local groups in churches up and down the country. Its major objectives are both targeted 
and strategic. FHL has managed to reduce central overheads in the UK to minimal levels so that 
more than 85% of funds raised go to the target community. As a practical Christian charity it 
is dedicated to the support of Christian communities in the Occupied Territories of Palestine 
within the state of Israel. FHL supports families in Bethlehem who seek its aid and helps more 
than 2000 other Christian families in those communities. These people are often spoken of as 
the ‘living stones’, the living successors of the first Christian communities in the area. 

The focus of FHL  is on ‘investing’ in the communities to sustain family and community life by 
assisting employment, helping in the care of young and old,  and providing means to strengthen 
the fabric of everyday life. FHL supports a care centre and a clinic, in addition to building a 
self-sustaining capacity in the communities through housing projects, enterprise, welfare and 
education. These actions constitute the  charitable dimension of FHL’s work.

In addition to generating and channelling financial resources to provide a sustainable future, the 
FHL has three more strategic objectives, which helps it to have a broader focus and to spread 

influence and Christian encouragement more widely amongst the UK Christian community. 
These objectives are to raise awareness of the challenges the communities experience; to encourage 
prayers to be offered for their intentions: and to encourage visits to the Holy Land to meet with local 
Christians.

The parish of Our Lady and St Anne established a focus for FHL in June 2012 and works 
through a group of volunteers and parishioners.  Through meetings, social activities, crib 
collecting boxes, sales of olive wood products and generous giving (including for example. 
monies from sponsoring Damian Colehan for walking a segment of the Camino de Santiago 
in Autumn 2014)  we have raised more than £4000 since our foundation. Other parishes in 
Caversham and the wider locality might like to consider their own FHL group or to make a link 
with the group at Our Lady and St Anne. The contributor of this piece is an FHL ambassador so 
contact strbrts@aol.com for more information.

The problems facing Christian people in the region are intractable, as indeed are the wider 
relations between the two other major communities. But small things done often send out 
bigger, stronger and always hopeful messages. So, the things we do actually make a contribution 
to the wider picture. Maintaining awareness and providing a space to talk about the theme 
also plays a part. The central organization of the FHL (in Kenilworth, Warwickshire) has built 
up great contacts in the communities themselves as well as supporting the work of local UK-
based groups. Do look at the FHL Newsletter (access easily online or subscribe) and keep an 
eye on the website at www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk to learn about project successes and 
the organization. The Friends of the Holy Land is a Registered Charity in England & Wales 
(1130054).



Caversham Clergy
ANGLICAN
St Barnabas
Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road. 
Tel: 947 8239.
www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
St Andrews
Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage, 
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788 
www.standrewscaversham.org
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road, 
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk
Revd Marion Pyke Tel: 947 5834
Revd John Dudley Tel: 9470265
Revd Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Revd Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783
CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and URC)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston
Tel: 0118 947 5152. www.cpvc.org.uk
METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Revd Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road. 
Tel: 947 2223
Revd D Jenkins Tel:0118 327 1592
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Revd Colin Baker
Church office tel 0118 954 5353
Email: secretary@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk
GRACE CHURCH 
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk  Tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Mgr Patrick Daly, The Presbytery, 
2 South View Avenue. 
Tel: 947 1787. 
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels, Sonning Com-
mon
Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Revd  H R Gayle  Tel: 946 3009
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The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican, 
Methodist, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham 
and Mapledurham for the local community.

EDITORS: Dr Alison Johnston, Mrs Janet Offord, Mr Alan 
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COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772 
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POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.  
Tel: 947  3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in 
this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
board.

The Editors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the 
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an 
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street, 
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703.

Typeset and layout by RP Character Graphics,  
Tel: 07949 980 982

Printed by: Mortons Print, Media Centre, Morton Way, 
Horncastle, Lincolnshire LN9 6JR

Are you a people person?
Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to 
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled 

in our neighbourhood. If you would like 
to give to the community by joining 
us as a volunteer driver or helping 
in our office, then please do get in 

touch with us. 

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466  

Monday to Friday 9.30am –11.30am

Church House 59 Church Street  Caversham RG4 8AX
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TALKING POINT
by Revd David Jenkins

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
  8.00am Holy Communion – BCP (first, second and fourth
 Sundays)
 Matins – BCP (Third Sunday)
  9.30am Holy Communion (second, third and fourth Sundays)
 Service of the Word (First Sunday) 
  6.30pm Evensong (usually Choral on second Sunday)
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
  9.30am Holy Communion (first, third and fourth Sundays)
  9.30am All Age Worship (second Sunday))
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.15am Holy Communion (first, second and fourth 
 Sundays) Morning Worship (third Sunday)
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
  8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)
 First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first Sunday BCP
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
  8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
  9.30am Parish Communion
  9.30am  COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)

RIvERSIdE CHuRCH(REAdING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am     Morning Worship & Teaching

CAvERSHAM PARK ECuMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
 Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
 All Age Worship (at Festival Times)
CAvERSHAM BAPTIST CHuRCH South Street
10.30am  Morning Worship each Sunday
6.30pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) – 
 2nd Sunday each month
3.45pm  Messy Church – for all the family
 Fourth Sunday of the month

GRACE CHuRCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am  Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church

THE METHOdIST CHuRCH IN CAvERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
 9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am 
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm, 
Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm
Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the 
month)

St Michaels, Sonning Common
5.30pm Saturday
9.00 and 10.30am Monday

SOCIETY OF FRIENdS (Quakers) 
Church Street, Reading
10.30am (House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHuRCH OF GOd
Church Street, Caversham
  9.30am Sunday School
11.00am Divine Worship
  6.00pm Evening Service

SuNdAY 
SERvICES

Caversham Bridge
Contributions for the June 2018 issue should be sent to 
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish Office by 
Monday 30th April. The date for the July 2018 issue is Monday 
4th June. Email address is editors@cavershambridge.org
Advertising copy for the June 2018 issue should be sent to Mr 
A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren Avenue, Caversham by Friday 
27th April. The date for the July 2018 issue is Friday 1st June. 
Email address is: advertising@cavershambridge.org

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH  OF CAvERSHAM THAMESIdE ANd 
MAPLEduRHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ST  BARNABAS 
St Barnabas Centre
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am
Tel: 947 6310  Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

Salisbury is a place for which I have considerable affection. It was 
the place to which I was sent by the Methodist Conference to begin 
working as a minister. It is the place in which my two children were 
born. It is also by far the most beautiful place in which I have lived 
(even more so than Caversham!)

It is a place I love so much that I have composed a series of 
ten piano pieces called “The Salisbury Suite” picturing a walk I 
have often taken from where I first lived into the City Centre. (The 
Salisbury Suite is on CD and can be obtained from me if anyone is 
interested.)

At the moment of writing, however, Salisbury has become well 
known across the world, not because of its beauty, but because 
of an attempt on two people’s lives using an advanced chemical 
weapon. It looks highly likely that it was a direct attack on British 
soil by another State. 

By the time Caversham Bridge is published, we may know 
a lot more about this particular crime and its international 
repercussions. 

The events that have taken place in Salisbury remind us that 
things of great magnitude, for good or ill, can happen wherever we 
live, and that all people and places are interconnected. 

Many people who have heard the word ‘Caversham’ may 
associate it with the monitoring of foreign governments and potential 
espionage. 

Wherever we live we face situations of considerable challenge. 
Like so many international news items these events in Salisbury 

speak of the depths of human callousness, but also of courage and 
responsibility in the initial response shown.

When this article is published in Caversham Bridge, Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday will have taken place. The followers of Jesus, 
see in his crucifixion the awfulness of how people can act, and, at 
the same time, extraordinary depths of courageous commitment 
and compassion. 

And because of Easter they see that murder, duplicity, and all the 
worst actions human beings are capable of, do not have the last 
word about our life on this planet. 

The resurrection of Jesus is the clearest indication of another 
power released into the world- the power of unconquerable love 
and transforming hope.

The challenge for each of us is about taking the side of all that 
affirms and safeguards our humanity, living out the hope and love so 
dynamically displayed at Easter.

Revd. David Jenkins is a member of the Methodist Team 
Ministry and Co-Chair of Churches Together in Caversham

Centre of World News
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God feeds Elijah 

Elijah was one of God’s friends. God gave him important messages 
to give to other people. One day, God said, “Elijah, I want you to 
go and see King Ahab.”

King Ahab was a bad person. Elijah was very frightened. He knew 
the king would get angry when he heard God’s message. 

“King Ahab,” Elijah said, “I have come to tell you that there will be 
no more rain until I say so. There will not even be any dew on the 
grass in the mornings.”

God told Elijah about a special place where he could hide from the 
king. “You will be safe there,” God said. “You can drink water from 
the stream, and I will make sure you have enough food.”

Every day, friendly, big, black birds swooped down. They carried 
pieces of bread and meat for Elijah in their strong beaks.

God provided everything Elijah needed.
    1 Kings 17:1–7
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Anthony Williams  lives in Caversham Heights and is 
currently in his final year of a BSc in Astrophysics at 
Queen Mary University, London.  He completed his 
Duke of Edinburgh Award through the Berkshire Scout 
Association and was an Explorer at 89th Reading Scouts 
in Emmer Green.

On Monday 19 March, Anthony, 21 attended a 
presentation at St. James’s Palace, London, where 
he received his Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award from 
celebrity presenter, Dwayne Fields (the first black Briton 
to walk to the North Pole), after sharing his experiences 
with Trustee for The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE), 
HRH The Earl of Wessex. 

During the Gold Award Presentation, HRH took the 
opportunity to congratulate the young people present on 
their successes and heard about their DofE journeys, 
which took each young person many months of hard 
work and dedication.

Those who achieve a Gold DofE Award will volunteer, 
learn a skill, get fit, take part in a week long residential 
and plan and undertake an expedition in wild country. 
Widely acknowledged as the world’s leading achievement 
award for young people, DofE programmes enable any 
young person, aged 14-24, to develop key skills for life 
and work, such as confidence, commitment and team 
working.  Anthony has already completed the Bronze 
and Silver Awards; his Gold sections were as follows:

• Service: volunteering with 89th Reading Cubs
• Physical: learning archery
• Skills: developing his musicianship playing the 

bassoon (having already achieved Grade 8 Dist)
• Expedition: a practice in the Brecon Beacons 

over the weekend in July 2015 when there was a 
thunderstorm which killed 2 people, then the qualifier 
took place in Aberystwyth

Anthony Williams celebrates Duke of Edinburgh 
award success at St James’s Palace 

At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal 
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Local Knowledge
Local People
Local Expertise

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event

in this sized space

from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager 

for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.comadvertising@cavershambridge.org

Office Units
to Let

Central 
Caversham
161 to 455 sq ft

For more information email:

nigel@ctmparish.org.uk

Caversham Buses: 
route 22 update

Caversham Bridge has kept readers informed about 
Reading Buses revisions to Caversham bus services 
and in particular to the much reduced provision for the 
route 22 serving Caversham Heights. The April issue 
reported the actual impact of the new service regime for 
route 22. There is some evidence that Reading Buses 
are spreading their operational interests to Slough and 
a commuter service between Bracknell and London. 
The legitimacy of these activities is being questioned 
by those who understand that Reading Buses Limited 
has a core goal to provide Reading Buses services by 
virtue of their relationship with Reading Council under 
the current legal provision for local bus services. Money 
spent on commercial adventures in Slough ( see the 
entries under Thames Valley Buses on the Reading 
Buses website) and elsewhere outside Reading might 
already have funded the restoration of the so-called Red 
22 back to the acceptable service level of the ‘old Pink 
22’. Gleaming repainted and rebranded routes elsewhere 
on the Caversham side are very laudable but not at the 
expense of another constituency in the same area. The 
public knows May 2018 is election time in Thames Ward 
but that Mapledurham (aka Caversham Heights) has to 
wait until May 2019 as part of the backwash of boundary 
changes several years ago. Continue to read Caversham 
Bridge as we report the matter and bus users please 
continue to raise matters through customerservices@
reading-buses.co.uk

Anthony seen at Friary Court, St James’s 
Palace having received his certificate.

• Residential: accompanying a school trip to an 
outdoor centre and leading a group there  

Speaking about his DofE experience, Anthony said, 
“Completing my Gold Award was a challenging but 
rewarding experience, requiring perseverance and 
determination.  Now that it is completed, I can look 
back on the achievement and value the opportunities 
and experiences entailed.  The difficulties faced and 
overcome make it even more worthwhile and taught 
me new skills.  Teamwork was a crucial element of the 
expedition, especially when we found ourselves in a 
dangerous situation, when the development of my self-
confidence through this scheme enabled me to take 
charge.  I would thoroughly recommend the scheme to 
other young people”.

There are currently over 300,000 young people 
taking part in a DofE programme across the UK through 
a variety of centres including both state and independent 
schools, special schools, businesses, prisons, young 
offender institutions and youth groups. If readers want to 
find out more about the DofE and how it enables young 
people to succeed, please visit www.DofE.org  

PHILIP DE VILLE
It is with great sadness that we note the death on 16th 

April  of Philip de Ville who was a long-standing member 
of the Caversham Bridge editorial team. We extend all our 
sympathy to his wife and family at this time. A memoir and 
tribute will appear in a future issue of Caversham Bridge.



967 7033
arter-electrical.co.uk
er-electrical.co.uk

RG9 R&A � 29www.roundandabout.co.uk

0118 967 7033
info@carter-electrical.co.uk

www.carter-electrical.co.uk
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Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

Carter Electrical

Installations

Who would ever have thought
that being an electrician would
have put you at the forefront
of modern innovative
technology? For many years,
being a sparky meant fuses,
wires, sockets and plugs but
now, and Jon Carter is
testament to this, the green
revolution has swept through
the industry and shows no
signs of abating. 
Jon Carter, along with his brother Matt and father Michael
run Carter Electrical Installations and, like his father before
him is extremely keen on maintaining his company's
reputation for excellence. The old fashioned notion of
brilliant customer service with a friendly face with an
affordable price tag holds true, but now, the firm can offer so
much more. The latest innovations in renewable energy such
as Photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps are being
embraced with gusto by the authorities. And by Carter
Electrical Installations. Jon has been awarded the MCS
accreditations that are needed to be able to install PV
systems in your home. If you use him, you can be absolutely
sure that all of the work will be done to the highest
standards and using the best possible equipment and PV
cells. While these systems are not cheap to install, they will
save you money and will lead to a return on your investment.
You pay now and get money back for the lifetime of the
system. And they are incredibly simple. With no moving
parts, they need minimal servicing and will enhance the
value of your home. It's like having your own private power
supply attached to your house. 

As well as this new age of renewable technology, Jon carter
and his team remain as skilled as ever at the traditional side
of things. As Jon says: “If it's got wires, we can fix it. And
that goes for wireless technology as well!” For a better look
at the company and how they can help you, visit
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

>> Carter Electrical

Page 4                                                               CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, MAY 2018

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB

01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,

Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,

Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,

General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna CITY & GUILD MECP & EITB (ENG)

Tel: 07778 340 444 / 0118 947 3560

amysclearanceservice@hotmail.co.uk

• Tree removal, tree pruning •
• Trees supplied and planted  •

• Hedge work  •
• Stump Grinding •

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

TREE SURGEONS
WITH OVER 20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD
OF TREE CARE

ARUM
TREE
SERVICES

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caversham Bridge – 2 cols x 6 = 16.50/month for 12 months – Total £198.00 
Start January 2018 

 
 
 
Web and Email Hosting, VPS and dedicated 
servers, Websites and domain names. 

Low cost packages available 
Also available a range of Two-way radio 
equipment and Church AV equipment. 

 

Call 0118 954 5368 
Email: apj1media.sales@apj1.org 

www.apj1.org 

Caversham resident John Joyes will be turning his 
garage into a gallery for a special sale of work by his 
artist sister Jacqueline Currell who died from Motor 
Neurone disease.

John’s tribute will feature a display of her lino 
cut prints at his home, 20 Woodcote Road, during 
the popular Caversham Arts Trail weekends in May. 
All proceeds will help boost the work of the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association.

Jacqueline died in March 2017 after a long battle 
with the progressive neurological condition which is 
fatal and has no known cure. Now John is hoping 
some of her art work will help the charity fund vital 
research work.

He said: “I have a lot of Jacqueline’s prints which 
were exhibited in the north of England and am 
hoping to find good homes for her work.”

Jacqueline taught at Plymouth Art School for 14 
years and was secretary of the Plymouth Society of 
Artists from 1974 to 1980.  From 1983 she taught 
at Chesterfield Art College for 18 years. A website 
dedicated to her work says students far and wide will 
remember her for her enthusiasm for her subject and 
her earnest wish to pass this on to others. Latterly 
she focused on lino cut printing and contemporary 
sculpture in a variety of materials.

She showed her work at a number of private 
exhibitions throughout the country with the 
proceeds mostly donated to one of the many 
charities she supported. The last, at Chesterfield 
College in her final months, raised well over £4000 
for the Ashgate Hospice and the Motor Neurone 
Disease Association.

This year’s Caversham Arts Trail will include 17 
venues across Caversham and Emmer Green with 37 
artists taking part. 

Artists will be opening their homes, studios and 

gardens to the public on the weekends of 12th & 13th and 19th & 20th May, 
with some venues also opening on Friday 18th. Admission is free and all venues 
are open from 11am–5pm. 

There will be a huge variety of work on display to suit all tastes and 
pockets: ceramics, painting, collages, stained glass, découpage, woven textiles, 
printmaking, jewellery and sculpture.

Jacqueline’s art can also be bought in aid of the MND Association online:  
www.jacquelinecurrell.co.uk: 

For more details about the arts trail visit:  http://www.cavershamartstrail.
co.uk/

CLEAN
GREEN
L I V I N G

We use only 100% natural 
ingredients

in our cleaning products.

WWW.CLEANGREENLIVING.CO.UK
07487 254018 / 07487 262810

Domestic & Commercial Cleaners of Caversham & Reading
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This year Caversham Heights Methodist 
church has a new look for their Holiday at 
Home for older people.

It will be on Wednesday May 30th 
from 10.00 to 3.30 and includes lunch, 
afternoon tea, crafts and a wide range of 
activities.

You can just turn up on the day (by 
10.30) but bring an emergency contact 
number with you. Cost £6.

Any enquiries to 947 3394 (we regret we 
are unable to provide one to one support).

Garage art sale for a good cause: one venue of 
many on the Caversham Arts Trail

An evening of English Choral Music
Erleigh Cantors, a local Chamber choir comprising about 25 singers, will be 

performing its next concert at St Peter’s Church Caversham on Saturday May 
12th at 7.30pm.

The choir, which was formed in 1990, draws its membership from all over 
southern England and in 2017 sang to much acclaim at the cathedrals of 
St David’s in Pembrokeshire and Wells, Somerset.

The concert is entitled An Evening of Choral Music for good reason, as it will 
focus on a range of English choral music from all periods including pieces by:
•	 Bob	Chilcott
•	 Orlando	Gibbons
•	 Howard	Goodall
•	 Gustav	Holst
• Henry Purcell
•	 Ralph	Vaughan-Williams

The choir will be accompanied by organist Philip Aspden who will also play 
some solos on the church organ.

The concert is being held in aid of St Peter’s Church Caversham and The 
Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice.

Tickets are available from Richard Larkin (07557 049092), Ian Westley (0118 
947 8382) or on the door priced at £12 (£10 concessions and £5 students) 
including refreshments.

 This promises to be a very popular concert, so you are encouraged to buy 
your tickets in advance.
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E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

  Established Electrical Installation Company  
with an Excellent Reputation

  Commercial and Domestic Installations

  Specialists in Electrical Testing,  

  Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

   Planned, Preventative and  
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

  Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.
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E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

Established Electrical Installation Company 
with an Excellent Reputation

Commercial and Domestic Installations

Specialists in Electrical Testing, 

Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

  Planned, Preventative and 
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

In the UK, Easter is the only bank holiday which has different dates in each year. All other bank holidays occur 
on fixed dates (Christmas day, Boxing Day, New Year) or on the nearest Monday to a fixed date (May day, late 
Spring, August). Easter Sunday falls on the first Sunday after the full moon (the Paschal Full Moon) following the 
21st March spring equinox. The date of Easter Sunday may vary between 22nd March and 25th April. This year it 
is quite early, falling on March 27th.

 In addition, Easter usually, but not always, coincides with the Feast of the Passover, which is the religious 
festival that celebrates the deliverance of Israel from slavery under the Egyptians. [It begins on the 14th of Nisan and 
traditionally continues for eight days. In the Hebrew calendar, Nisan is the first month of the ecclesiastical year and 
the seventh month (eighth, in leap years) of the civil year. It lasts for 30 days, and corresponds to a period in March/
April.]

It was announced in January that the Archbishop of Canterbury is working with other Christian churches to agree 
on a fixed date for Easter. The announcement was made after a meeting in Canterbury between Archbishop Justin 
Welby and primates from the Anglican Communion.

In the UK, an act of Parliament passed in 1928 allowed for Easter Sunday to be fixed on the first Sunday after 
the second Saturday in April, but this has never been activated and Easter has remained variable, occurring on a date 
determined as above. In 1990, the Vatican approved a proposal for a fixed date, which was subject to agreement with 
other Christian churches and governments. Agreement has not yet been reached.

A fixed date for Easter would be welcomed by many organisations, in particular many businesses and schools. It 
would mean that school terms would be of consistent lengths in all years.

The archbishop said that he had been in talks with Pope Francis, Coptic leader Pope Tawadros, and the leader of 
the Orthodox church, Patriarch Bartholomew. He hoped the change would happen “in between five and ten years 
time”.

“I would love to see it before I retired”, he said, although he warned the first attempt to make such a change was 
in the 10th Century. An Anglican source said that there had been 15 attempts to agree a common date since then. As 
mentioned above, Easter can be celebrated on a Sunday between 22 March and 25 April. However, the Orthodox 

Should Easter be fixed?

church follows the Julian calendar, and hence 
has later Easter celebrations compared with 
those of Western Christianity, which is 
another obstacle to be overcome if a fixed 
Easter is ever to become a reality.

What do you think? Do you support the 
idea of a fixed Easter, or are you happy with 
the variability associated with the current 
system?

STOP PRESS
Date for your diary:
Caversham Heights Methodist Church
Holiday at Home 2016
May 31st – June 3rd   Details to follow.

Caversham Library News:
Everybody welcome to Adult’s Board 
Games session on Fridays at 10:30.  Some 
board games are on hand in the library but 
attendees can bring their own favourite 
game.   Also tea or coffee refreshments are 
provided free of charge.
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elecicalTel: 0118 907 6266

www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING & HEATING

ENGINEER
Over 25 years experience

Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event

in this sized space

from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager 

for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.comadvertising@cavershambridge.org

ENVIRONMENT

H
ave you been to Mapledurham recently?  My first visit, in 1970, 
was not entirely happy.  I’d walked there from Caversham 
along The Warren, and when I got to the gate by the mill it 
was open.  I had read about the mill and ventured in only to 

be chased off by a man telling me that I was trespassing, and that the mill 
was derelict and dangerous.  He was probably right.

The incident came to mind the other day, when someone kindly sent 
me some photographs, taken in the hot summer of 1976, when the 
location shots for the film ‘The Eagle Has Landed’ were in progress.  The 
village had suddenly acquired two shops in the church car park, illustrated 
here, and a pub, the Spyglass and Kettle, but when you looked closer, you 
could see that only the fronts of the new buildings existed.

The pub was supposedly selling Bullard’s Ales, because Mapledurham 
was standing in for Studley Constable in Norfolk.  Bullard’s brewery 
certainly existed in Norwich, but Studley Constable never had – it was 
an invention of Jack Higgins, who had written the novel on which the 
film was based.

The story revolves around a German plot to kidnap Sir Winston 
Churchill in the Second World War.  They have found out that the great 
man is to visit this remote village, so paratroopers are dropped into 
the area.  To allay suspicion, they use a captured Allied plane, and the 
men are in disguise, wearing Polish uniforms over their German ones.  
Their deception is revealed when a girl falls into the mill-race.  One of 
the Germans dives in to rescue her, but in doing so he is dragged into 
the waterwheel, and the uniform is ripped from his back.  The German 
uniform is spotted.

I have read that the filming was allowed on the estate, on condition that 
the film company paid for the restoration of the watermill afterwards.  
The waterwheel used in the film was just another ‘fake.’  The happy result 
is that the mill is now working again and can be visited legitimately.

This year, it is the turn of the house to receive some attention.  It 
has been open to the public for fifty years now, and it is to undergo an 
extensive programme of repairs, according to the website.  So let us be 
grateful for that.  Although we won’t be able to go round the house this 
year, pre-booked tours of the church and mill will be on offer, together 
with cream teas.

Although the house is only about an hour’s walk from where I live, as 
you approach it, you seem to enter a different world.  When going round 
the house, it always seems a surprise to see the centre of Reading from 
the upstairs windows.

When I went to see the film, I have to admit that I don’t remember 
seeing the shops or the Spyglass and Kettle.  I do remember seeing the firing 
of weapons all around the church, and feeling disturbed by it.  When I 
went back to Mapledurham, I half expected to see broken windows and 
damage to the fabric, and was relieved to find St. Margaret’s looking 
much as it had always done.

Happy Wanderer

Eagles fly over Mapledurham

Friends of Mapledurham Playing 
Fields: mid-March report

A mini  ‘Beast from the East’ returned mid-March, so as the 
Mapledurham volunteers planted replacement trees in the ‘orchard’ 
snowflakes and tiny white petals flurried around in the wind. Two trees 
needed replacing, a greengage and a Victoria plum. Now the full set of 
80 odd fruit trees are once again in place. Then volunteers moved on to 
clearing brambles, a never ending task, and a coffee break where chat 
included the proposed loss of the poplars and other trees in the centre 
of the field to make room for the football pitches ( and the school) . A 
brimstone, those brilliant yellow butterflies, had been seen the previous 
Sunday in a brief moment of sunshine, probably regretting coming out 
so soon hope he was tucked away safely in the ivy somewhere. Anyone is 
welcome to join The Friends of Mapledurham Playing Fields who meet on 
the third Saturday of the month around 9.30 a.m. Details: econetreading.
org.uk
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Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns

Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

M. D. Howlett
architectural consultant
(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial 
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

The subject of the March talk was Coley 
and Coley Park: an Historical Introduction. 
The speakers were Katie Amos and Mike 
Cooper who are co-authors of a recent 
book about Coley’s history.

The origin of Coley’s name is an Anglo-
Saxon word  meaning ‘charcoal clearing’. 
The earliest mention of Coley (written as 
Colleia) is in the records of Reading Abbey 
for the year 1130; however, traces of human 
settlement have been found which date 
back even earlier to the Roman occupation 
of Britain: Roman coins and Anglo-Saxon 
pottery were discovered along the Holy 
Brook.

The early history of Coley is closely 
bound up with the Vachells; they were the 
pre-eminent family for over 400 years. John 
Vachell purchased land there in 1309 and 

History of Reading Society

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an Overhaul?

Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to Re-plan and Re-plant?

Reliable Service

• One-off jobs: Gardens overhauled, major cut back or pruning.

• Plants for places advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.

• Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

 

10 Church Street, Caversham,Reading, RG4 8DZ 
Telephone: 0118 947 6666 

www.gardinersnursing.co.uk 

Since 1968, Gardiner’s has supplied experienced and 
reliable nurses and care workers to support clients in their 
own homes. 
 
We are recruiting for experienced care workers to join 
our professional and friendly team. We offer excellent 
pay, generous mileage and flexible hours to suit. 

For 50 years, Gardiner’s Homecare has provided
 domiciliary care in the local area

Our experienced and friendly team are passionate about our care at home 
services, helping others & supporting them to continue independent and 

fulfilling lives in the comfort and familiarity of  their own homes.

Please call one of  our Care Managers if  you are looking for someone to 
provide company and a little help in the house, or assistance with personal 

care or medication.

Telephone 0118 947 6666 www.gardinersnursing.co.uk
10 Church St. Caversham RG4 8DZ

St. Andrews Church, 
Albert Rd. Caversham RG4 7PL  

 
Saturday, 12th May 2018 at 7 p.m.

READING MALE VOICE CHOIR
featuring Hawkedon Primary School

   Choir, Lower Earley
 

Tickets: £10 concessions / in advance,
£12 at the door, £5 under 16s

Includes glass of wine / fruit juices 

  After Easter, buy from Waltons Jewellers 
  Prospect St., Caversham – cash only.

Closed Mondays.

Or 0118 9474166/or www.rmvc.net 

erected a house, Coley Park, on the banks 
of the Holy Brook. Today, all that remains of 
the house is the stable block and dovecote, 
later to become Coley Park Farm, and now 
converted to housing. Another remnant of 
their era is the almshouses in Castle Street.

In 1643, during the siege of Reading in 
the English Civil Wars, substantial defences 
were erected along the banks of the Holy 
Brook and at Bath Road; fragments are 
thought to remain in some of the back 
gardens around Field Road. A conflagration 
at the time resulted in the destruction of 
Coley Park; the house was not rebuilt until 
the early 1800s by John Berkeley Monck at 
a site on higher ground.    

In the nineteenth century chalk mines, 
brick works, a jam factory and a railway 
goods yard were among the new industries 
that would end the dominance of 
agriculture over the local economy. By the 
1880s the population had grown to 4,000, 
and many were crammed into the slum 
housing known as ‘courts’; these tottering 
structures would blight Coley well into the 
next century.

In the twentieth century urban growth 
would eclipse that of the previous century 
and eventually new housing would encircle 

Coley Park House. In 1955 Reading 
Borough Council bought most of the 
parkland around the house for £11,514 and 
by the late 1960s it was mostly built-up. A 
prominent landmark would be the three 
blocks of 14 storey flats erected at Wensley 
Road in 1961; at the time the weekly rent 
for a three bedroom flat was two pounds, 
two shillings and two pence. 

The subject of the next talk (on 18th April) 
will be the Simonds Family of Reading. The 
speaker will be Raymond Simonds. 

Coley Park House 15.11.1970’

Coley Park Farm 18.10.1980’

‘Bath Road approach to Coley Park House 
c. 1900’
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The website for Caversham 
includes information on:

 News
 Events
 Business listings
 Jobs
 Clubs
 Schools

www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk

Brought to you by

CavershamChoose

Fine handmade and second hand
jewellery

    makes

PIANO LESSONS 

Available from an 

experienced teacher, 

ex-concert pianist. 

All levels taught. 

Your house or mine 

(Steinway grand) 

Anna: 07568 377731  

HEMDEAN  HOUSE  SCHOOL
In

Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham, RG4 7SD,  Tel:  0118 9472590 
e-mail: office@hemdeanhouse.co.uk,   web-site: www.hemdeanhouse.co.uk

Independent day school

for boys and girls, 3 -11 years 

The small school with big expectations

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

A second trip to
Cambodia 2018

In January this year, I was fortunate to 
be able to go once again to Cambodia 
as part of a medical team with Mission 
Direct, www.missiondirect.org.  We were 
one group from Yorkshire and  three nurses 
from Lincolnshire, Canada and Caversham 
(the writer). 

Cambodia’s recent history has been 
unbelievably horrific, and the country is 
still struggling to recover. In 1975 Pol Pot, 
the leader of the Cambodian Communist 
party, declared that Cambodian society was 
to be “purified” in favour of an extreme 
form of peasant communism. Newspapers 
and television stations were shut down, 
embassies closed, radios confiscated, 
money forbidden, businesses stopped, 
religion banned, education halted, health 
care eliminated, parental authority revoked 
and cities forcibly evacuated at gunpoint.  
Tuol Sleng prison in Phnom Penh, a 
former secondary school, was the secret 
centre of a network of nearly 200 prisons 
where the educated and the wealthy were 
imprisoned and tortured by the Khmer 
Rouge before being  taken to the ‘killing 
fields’ nearby, then executed and buried 
in mass graves. There are over 300 killing 
fields in Cambodia where it is estimated 3 
million people are buried. 

In our first  week we held clinics in and 
around Phnom Penh and used money 
raised before the trip to pay for medication, 
translators and tuk tuks (light taxis to get 
us around).  Chronic backache and painful 
knees from hard physical work, and acid 
stomach pain from lack of food, were the 
most common problems, as well as tooth 
decay.  Blood tests and scans are not done 
as there is almost no treatment available 
to follow up.  We were able to give pain 
relief, antibiotics, antacids, skin creams, 
worm tablets and health advice, which 
included back and knee exercises, and we 
also paid for some referrals to hospital. 
We distributed toothbrushes and paste to 
many. We also held a clinic at ‘The Dump’ 

just outside Phnom Penh where the city’s 
waste is taken each day.  The people 
living there survive by sifting through the 
rubbish at night using torches and selling 
the plastics, collected in bags they have 
sewn together themselves, for about 4 
dollars. Many were exhausted. The ‘village’ 
shares two toilets and a recently installed 
water pump. Following the atrocities in 
Cambodia, there is still a great lack of 
trained people and we were asked to give 
talks to nursing and medical students to 
help supplement their training for which 
they were very grateful.

In the second week we travelled to more 
remote locations with a much larger multi-
national mission team called World Hope 
from Australia. Twenty five villages had 
been advised by local pastors that the team 
was coming and many people were waiting 
to meet us. Following triage, patients could 
see nurses, doctors and dentists, receive 
relevant health education, be fitted with 
reading or prescription glasses, collect 
medications and finally hear the Gospel and 
be offered prayer.  Eighty-six sewing kits, 
put together with donations from people 
in Caversham, were given out and they 
were very gratefully received, and balloon 
models were made for the children. 

In all, 383 patients received treatment, 
many drugs were prescribed, much advice 
was given, 4 operations were performed, 
283 pairs of glasses were given out and 65 
people had a total of 200 teeth removed 
between them. First time commitments to 
Jesus were made by 201 people and they 
will be supported by local pastors and new 
churches may be planted.

It was an amazing two weeks, Cambodians 
are friendly gentle people, very welcoming 
and so grateful for the help they receive. 
This summer government elections will 
be held - let us hope and pray these will 
be fairly conducted and bring further 
peace and prosperity to the people of 
Cambodia.                        Carol Moloney

‘ Scenes from daily life in Cambodia’



The purging buckthorn bushes have survived. They are spiny bushes similar to blackthorn, but have yellow green flowers in spring. Importantly the 
leaves on the bushes are the principal food for the caterpillars of the brimstone butterfly. They can travel miles to find this bush to lay their eggs. Other 
insects, particularly hover flies, like the flowers, and the berries in autumn are good for the birds, but as the name, ‘purging’ buckthorn, suggests they 
would have serious effects if eaten by humans.

We cleared much of the dead matter covering the new growth, then moved to cut a few hazel bean poles from the edge of the pathway for Bean Pole 
Day (21st April).

We are not allowed deep in the woods after 1st March as we might disturb the nesting birds. Maybe visiting dogs could take note! Look out for the 
brimstones! And finally, purging buckthorns look good in your garden too.

Next month 6th May: Dawn Chorus 4.30 a.m. and task 1000 a.m. Meet in car park
Details www.econetreading.org.uk 

er-electrical.co.uk
aversham, Reading RG4 5DG

0118 947 1851
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Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your 
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised 
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care 

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com
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E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

• Most makes repaired
• Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer 
• Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer 

repairs too.
• 27 years experience / guaranteed work
• Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch

£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm

Choice of fish dishes

SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm

Non-members welcome

Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham

www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

BRITISH LEGION

Royal British Legion – Caversham Branch
2014 – a very poignant year

This year marks many anniversaries, including many related to past conflicts. 
As November and Remembrancetide fast approach, it is worth remembering all the notable anniversaries that the Legion

has marked this year.
May 8th – The anniversary of VE Day - the end of the Second World War in Europe was marked by the president,

accompanied by members of the branch, laying a wreath at our War Memorial in Christchurch Meadows and then one in
the military section of Henley Road, Cemetery

May 18th - Kohima Day – a service was held in Forbury Gardens, by the Burma Star Memorial, to mark the 70th
Anniversary of  the Burma Campaign.

June 6th – 70th Anniversary of D-Day 
August 4th – The day World War One broke out 100 year ago.
A well attended service at our War Memorial was held to mark this occasion and to remember the untold horrors that

were about to face the world.
On this day the branch launched its own ‘Field of Remembrance’ in the Military Section of the Henley Road Cemetery.

This is to encourage people to make a donation for a wooden cross in memory of a person who served in WW 1 (or any
other conflict) and to place it amongst all the others. (The branch would like to thank ‘Choose Caversham’ for informing
its members and to all the outlets who are making these crosses available throughout Caversham).

These two events were filmed live by BBC South.
This year’s Poppy Appeal will hold a very special significance. Caversham is always generous - let’s hope that this year

will again exceed all expectations. If you want to help in any way please contact the Poppy Appeal Organiser (Pauline) on
0118 9475345.

Caversham Royal British Legion
Parade and Service of Remembrance, Sunday 9th November

All participants should assemble at Westfield Park by 10.15am (or earlier if advised by Group Leaders), and the parade
will march off at 10.25am

The salute will be taken on the library steps on the way to the War Memorial, where the service will take place with two
minutes silence at 11am. The Salvation Army Band will be in attendance.

Dismissal of the parade will occur immediately after the conclusion of service, when personal tributes may be laid on
the memorial..

Last year there was a really moving end to the Service when a very large number of the children went up to the memorial,
quite spontaneously, and left their poppies, orders of service or other personal messages. As this is a very important year

to remember it is hoped that even more will make this gesture as they
think about the sacrifices made by their ancestors.

Last year a long held tradition, where the parade processed to and from
the War Memorial, had to be broken. While a very sad change, it was
found to be necessary. The numbers in the parade have escalated over the
years from a few dozen to well over 1000, and whilst Caversham is very
lucky to have a police escort, many of the parents and the young
organisations leaders, such as the Guides and Brownies, thought that the
control at the end of the parade, because of the slowness of the
youngsters marching back to Westfield Road, was a potential danger.

See all your Bible Friends in
The Big Bible Storybook
188 Bible Stories to enjoy together

available at
Wordplay 18 Prospect Street 
Caversham RG4 8JG
or online at
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/shop

From
The

Big
Bible

Storybook
©

2006
Scripture

Union
Illustration

©
2006

M
ark

&
Anna

Carpenter

Praying as Jesus did
Jesus’ friends wanted to pray just like Jesus did! But they were
never sure what to say to God. So one day they asked, “Jesus, how
should we pray?”
“I’ll help you,” Jesus told them. So Jesus’ friends sat down with him 
and listened.
“When you pray,” Jesus said, “talk to God in just the same way 
as you’d talk to someone who loves you and cares for you – a 
mother or father or someone else who looks after you. You 
wouldn’t worry about talking to your dad or your mum. Just say 
how you feel. Ask for things you need. Tell God you love him. 
Thank him for what he’s given you. You can say you’re sorry too 
for anything you’ve done that was wrong. Your Father in heaven 
loves you and knows just what you need.”

And Jesus taught them a prayer 
to say. It begins, “Our Father in 

heaven…”
 Matthew 6:8–12

More about Jesus’ prayer in the next
 issue of Caversham Bridge

K W Stokes Plumbing 
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE – GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists

All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards

Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.

Bathroom design and installation

All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488  Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

Painting and Decorating
Fencing, Gardening,

General Property Maintenance

Local references available

For a free quote contact Alan Smith
07958 788552

Need help with tasks other
than personal care?

Activities such as:
Shopping, simple meal preparation, help with paperwork
Respite for carers / lifeline alarm key holding
Outpatient & GP visits, prescriptions and pet care
De-cluttering
Attending social functions or places of interest.

15 years’ experience in social care. Insured and DBS 
checked.
Please contact Anita to discuss requirements and cost.
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103
Email: berksandoxoncare@gmail.com

Friends of Clayfield Copse: 1st April 2018 news report
Brimstone butterflies look for the purging buckthorn bush, and will travel miles to find one. A few are here in Clayfield Copse!
Our main volunteer task was to clear the wild flower area in the sports field. As we walked across the football pitches, parts of the field were like a marsh! This flower area was planted up with the help of local school 
children some years ago, many of the original plants have died; but some remain.

Caversham Horticultural Society
May is a busy month for members of the society. 

Following an outing to the National Trust landscape 
gardens at Stourhead the annual spring plant sale follows 
on Saturday May 12th at the Oakley Road allotments 
Caversham between 10 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. Stock is 
dependent upon what plants have been donated but usually 
include tomato and other vegetable seedlings in addition to 
ornamental plants for the garden.

The following Wednesday May 16th stages the latest 
in the series of illustrated talks given to the society this 
year. Stephen Pollard’s subject for this talk is growing 
pelargoniums. The talk starts at 7.45 p.m. and will be 
held at Caversham Primary School, Hemdean Road. All are 
welcomed but there is an entrance charge of £3.00 for 
non-members. Why not become a member at the meeting 
and enjoy free membership entrance to all talks this year?

Friends of Clayfield Copse: 
Dawn Chorus Day Sunday 6th May
The first Sunday of May is ‘International Dawn Chorus 

Day’. Friends will meet at 4.30 a.m. in the car park off Cav-
ersham Park Rd. It is magic to hear the owls signing off in 
the darkness then the sun rises and we hear the day time 
birds signing in, as we walk slowly through the woodland. 
Peter Scudamore knows the songs of all of them, and we 
tick the birds off our list. There were 39 from Blackbird to 
Wren last year. 

We stop a while for hot drinks and chat, then walk on 
round the fields to hear the more ‘open ground’ birds, war-
blers and finches. Last year a song thrush on the ash tree 
was performing beautifully in the sunshine as we returned 
to the show field.

No charge but donations welcome.
This is an ‘Econet’ event. Details: www.econetreading.

org.uk

What affect will the April increase in 
fines for littering have here 

in Caversham? 
Caversham GLOBE (Go Local On a Better Environment) group has been clearing litter 

from many locations in past years, collecting between 50 and 90 sacks of litter each 
year.  In March, during a six hour litter and fly-tipping clearance of parts of Christchurch 
Meadows and central Caversham, 11 GLOBE activists amassed 29 sacks of litter, as well 
as scrap metal, 115 glass bottles and various plastic/wooden items.  Will the need for this 
type of clean-up now stop? UNLIKELY!  Readers will acknowledge that certain people will 
continue littering because the likelihood of being “caught in the act” is so small.  Society 
has long had penalties for offences we still see every day, such as speeding while driving, 
cycling on the pavement, not clearing dog mess, jumping a red light, throwing down litter 
near a bin.  Why is enforcement lacking? Is there so little respect for others? Maybe it’s just 
plain defiance and selfishness?   Perhaps if and when the government’s recently proposed 
deposit scheme on plastic and glass bottles and drinks cans is introduced we might see a 
reduction in this type of littering, but it could be a long way off being introduced. 

The GLOBE group will be continuing to organise and carry out local projects to keep 
Caversham cleaner and more pleasant for residents.  Further air quality testing (see April 
issue) for nitrogen oxide in four locations on our busy streets was done in March, with results 
from the laboratory analysis being discussed with CADRA for further action.  Three people 
planted another 90 saplings in the hedge that will eventually hide that hideous industrial 
fence on the boundary of Christchurch Meadows northern field. We’ve planned a major 
litter pick on Richfield Avenue and parts of the Thames parks in April. The planter boxes on 
Church Street and Church Road will get some care and attention with spring bedding and 
another coat of preservative as needed. Making a success of these projects is dependent 
on more residents becoming activists to make practical and visual improvements for the 
benefit of everyone. The continued existence of the GLOBE group is dependent on financial 
support too.  If readers know of a project that the group could help organise, or to find 
out more about GLOBE, go to www.cavershamglobe.org.uk or see the group’s Facebook 
Page.  We meet monthly on the fourth Tuesday at 7 pm in Church House Caversham and 
all residents are welcome.  

‘ GLOBE volunteers getting to work at the sharp end’
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31 Great Knollys Street        +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7HU Fax: +44 (0)118 950 5896
Website: www.tsauction.co.uk                         Email: info@ts.co.uk

RICS compliant – clients money protected

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

experience
behind us

All frames include, as standard,
single vision lenses, prices from only

Other lens supplements from:
Bifocals
Varifocals
Transition Reactolite 

Over 16? Just bring in your prescription.

onsightoptical@btconnect.com

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntlworld.com

E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Gill Madeley NAHort.
Garden Design & Maintenance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
t. 0118 947 1178    m. 07971 742 053

gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

• Garden Design
• Maintenance
• Seasonal Clearance

• Planting
• Advice

Clive The Handyman

35 years experience in the building trade

Full painting and decorating
Patch plastering / Tiling

Gutter repairs, Fascias, Repointing
Woodworking / Small plumbing jobs

General Household Repairs

All work guaranteed and fully insured

Please call: 01491 411321/07766 540117

Lower Earley, under their musical director, 
Kathryn Clarke. The school is the venue for the 
adult choir’s weekly rehearsals and the two choirs 
have performed together several times before.

RMVC will perform a selection of songs from 
their extensive repertoire which includes folk 
songs, opera choruses, gospel songs, hymns and 
songs from the shows. During the evening the 
two choirs will get together in one or more joint 
items, allowing the audience to enjoy the special 
sound of children and adults singing together.
Tickets cost £12 (£10 for over 60s and £5 
for under 16s) and include a glass of wine or 
fruit juice at the interval. They are obtainable 
from Regula Adams on 01189 947 4166 or 
from Waltons the Jewellers in Prospect Street, 
Caversham (cash only, closed on Mondays). They 
can also be purchased online from Ticketsource 
which can be contacted by using the link on the 
choir’s website, www.rmvc.net

Proceeds from the concert will be shared 
equally between church funds and the church’s 
charity of the year, the Reading Refugee Support 
Group.

An  
evening of  

English Choral Music 

Including  music by Purcell, Holst, Goodall, Gibbons 
and Chilcott ;  plus solo organ pieces by the 

accompanist  Philip Aspden. 

Erleigh Cantors 
 Chamber Choir directed by Ian Westley 

present: 

on Saturday May 12th at 7.30pm 
at St Peter’s Church, Caversham 

Tickets £12 (Concessions £10, Students £5) inc. 
refreshments.   Tickets available from:  

Ian Westley (947 8382), Richard Larkin (07557 049092)  
or on the door. 

Proceeds in aid of St Peter’s Church Caversham and  
The Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice  

‘The RMVC in concert mode’

Two choirs in 
Caversham concert

Two choirs for the price of one is what’s on offer at a concert at St 
Andrew’s Church, Caversham, on Saturday, May 12th starting at 7.00 p.m. 
The concert is given by the Reading Male Voice Choir (RMVC) which returns 
to the church after a gap of two years.

RMVC will be joined by a school choir from Hawkedon primary school, 

St Barnabas Annual Household and Handyman 

Sale will take place on 

Saturday May 5th 
from 10 a.m to 12 a.m. at 

St Barnabas church hall and grounds, Grove 
Road, Emmer Green. 

Plants, furniture, bric-a-brac, linens, books and toys 
will be on sale. A tool sharpening service will also 

be operating. You name it … we have got it! 
Entry is free.
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Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son
55 Gatehampton Road,

Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

• Full Replacement  •  Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
• Clearing and Cleaning • Guaranteed for 10 years 

• Full Public Liability Insured  •  Police Checked

I welcome inspection of previous work

garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978 

for a free estimate

Tel: 0118 963 9456

All Types of Roofing
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Caversham Solicitors
FREE ADVICE SESSIONS

of 15 minutes
First and Third Thursday of every Month

from 3.00pm to 5.15pm

Telephone 0118 947 8638

for an appointment at Caversham Solicitors Ltd,
Caversham Chambers, 51A Church Street, Caversham,

Reading RG4 8AX
in fo@cavershamsol i c i tors . co .ukw

ww.cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

• Most makes repaired
• Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer 
• Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer 

repairs too.
• 30 years experience / guaranteed work
• Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk

Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

Attractive, Affordable, Web Sites

For small businesses and non
profit organisations

0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

Join the Caversham Rewards
programme and you’ll receive a card
that entitles you to discounts when
you shop, dine and use services 
within the RG4 area. Our member
businesses include restaurants,
cafes, hairdressers, dry cleaners,
health clubs, specialist shops,
professional services and many more.

To register visit a member business directly call us on:

or sign up online at

Emmer Green
Barber Shop

Traditional and new barbering
Modest prices

Many years experience

Open: Tuesday-Friday 9am to 6pm
& Sat 9am to 5.30pm

Gents Prices
Haircut  £12 (*)

Cut, Shampoo & Finish  £20
Beard Trim  £6.50

Kids under ten £9 (Sat £10)
OAP Trim £9; Ladies OAP Trim £10

(*) £2 off Tues -Thurs 2 to 5pm

229 Peppard Road / 0118 9475856
(just across the road from Budgens)

© Photographs
by Richard

Larkin

St Peter’s has a new organ –
come and hear it !

We are delighted to announce that the new organ for St
Peter’s has been installed and commissioned.

The plans for the new organ were described in the June 2015
edition “Countdown to the New Organ at St Peter’s”. We are
now pleased to report that the building works were completed
in July and the organ installed and commissioned on schedule in
late October.

The installation went smoothly although the supplier,
Viscount Classical Organs, had difficulty removing the massive

speakers at the west end and had to cut them up in situ to
remove them!

The new speakers are virtually invisible unless you look very
hard for them. There are 10 speakers at high level under the
eaves in the Lady Chapel plus a bass speaker at ground level; two
speakers in the chancel to support the choir and the organist and
two high up towards the west end to give more support to the
congregation if required. The new main speaker location in the
Lady Chapel provides much more natural support for the choir.

The console is shorter than the previous one, but still weighs
over 250kg. Fortunately it slides relatively easily over the tiled

floor and has concealed
lifting handles 

The instrument is
fully electronic, as shown
in the console
photograph (right), but it
sounds like a traditional
pipe organ !

After installation there
is a certain amount of
tuning or “voicing” of
the instrument to adjust
every note and stop to
best suit the acoustic of
the building. This is all
done from an electronic
key pad mounted in the
console as well as by

using a sophisticated program from a laptop computer.
One of the additional advantages of moving the main speakers

is that the west end window is visible again, and we will be
considering how we can best use this space in the future. Over
the Christmas period it was a good location for a Christmas tree!

The organ was dedicated by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt
Revd Andrew Proud, at the Confirmation service on November
22nd. We will be mounting a brass plaque on the rear of the
organ to recognise this dedication and the very generous
donations that made it possible to buy the instrument.

The purchase of the new organ was overseen by the organ
committee (Richard Larkin, Revd Mike Smith, Ian Westley,
Nigel Smith and Mary Tucker) who would like to thank
everyone who so generously contributed to the £60,000 cost of
the new instrument.

The organ committee is planning two events to celebrate the
music at St Peter’s;
• Saturday February 27th  

3.00pm:
followed by tea Organ 
Recital by Philip Aspden
(former Director of 
Music at Reading 
School),

• Sunday March 13th:
afternoon rehearsal for 
6.30pm service. Come-  
and-sing Fauré’s Req-
uiem at our Sunday 
evening service. Please 
put these dates in your 
diaries.

Bringing the new console into the church.

Voicing the instrument after
installation

West window exposed again!

The electronic wizardry inside the organ console

More details are available on our web site:
www.stpetercaversham.org.uk

Richard Larkin -  Chairman, Organ Committee

for children and adults
schools & clubs

entertainment for weddings
or parties

Anne@MaypoleDancing.co.uk

0118 947 4244 www.maypoledancing.co.uk

 

 

Looking for a place in another year group?  Please call for up-to-date availability 

 

 

Shiplake, Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 4DN 
For more informa�on email: office.3810@shiplake.oxon.sch.uk 

 or telephone 0118 940 2024 

www.shiplakeprimary.org.uk 

 

S 

  Shiplake Church of England 
 Primary School 

Headteacher  :  Mrs Katherine Page-Howie MA.Ed, BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH 
‘Explicit Chris�an values, understood and used by everyone, create a successful learning environment in which  

children are nurtured in their academic and personal development’ SIAMS December 2016  

 

Are you looking for a Recep�on Class place for September 2018?   
Shiplake Primary School was ranked in the top 2% of The Telegraph’s top performing 

na�onal primary schools and was in the top 1% of schools for performance in           
mathema�cs in 2017 

Please call us to make an appointment to come and visit our school 
 

Looking for a place in another year group?  Please contact us for  
up-to-date availability 

‘The school’s ethos and values of ‘mutual respect, good behaviour and high  
academic standards within a Chris�an and moral culture’ are borne out in all aspects of your work.  Consequently, 

pupils are highly mo�vated, keen to learn and achieve well’  Ofsted December 2016 

The Caversham Heights Society hosted three very 
different events during March. 

On March 7th Dr Georgina Dodd talked about her 
doctoral research when she gave a talk entitled ‘How 
components of diet affect cognitive decline.’  She pointed 
out that from our early years of childhood until our 20s 
there is strong cognitive growth; thereafter there is a slow 
but steady decline until the ageing process often leads to 
dementia /Alzheimers disease and sometimes Parkinson’s 
disease. These are all diseases associated with memory 
loss, a gradual decline in the use of motor skills and, 
for many but not all, a decline in higher order cognitive 
functions. Given the age range of most of the Society’s 
members this meeting was extremely well attended as we 
all were curious to know in what ways our diets might help 

Caversham Heights Society

ONE TO ONE
computer

training

for all ages &
abilities

using your own
computer,

laptops or tablet
Anne Garrison
0118 947 4244

AnneGarrison.co.uk

CLUBS

or hinder our cognitive decline!
It was fascinating for some, but frustrating for others, 

because, apart from talking about the benefits of fruit and 
vegetables, especially citrus fruits, and other red fruits that 
have anti-inflammatory and anti-carcinogenic properties, 
the speaker also stressed the advantages of drinking tea 
and cocoa. More than anything, though, most of the talk 
was devoted to extolling the benefits of eating, or drinking 
the juice of blueberries. Through numerous experiments 
conducted with children, middle aged adults and the 
elderly it has been shown that the greatest impact of eating 
blueberries, in whatever form, is on the elderly. Not only is 
cognitive decline slowed but in most cases there was a 
noticeable improvement in physical well-being and motor 
skills. Whether or not there was a rush on blueberries from 
supermarkets on the days following is unknown but we all 
gained some useful knowledge from this most interesting 
talk.   

Our next event was on Tuesday 13th when a coach full 
of members ventured up to London for a day of contrasts. 
In the morning we had a tour around the Royal Albert Hall 
seeing the Royal Box and the Queen’s withdrawing suite, 
the special Royal entrance away from prying eyes and 
other parts which have been refurbished at the cost of 
several millions of pounds over recent years. We learned 
of the many events that have been staged at the Hall. We 
also had a glorious view of the refurbished Albert Memorial. 
We learned about Albert’s great dream of developing an 
area for the Arts and Sciences around the Royal Albert Hall 
which saw the development of Imperial College, the Royal 
College of Music and other institutions. Sadly we were not 
able to visit the basements because several schools were 
preparing for an evening performance. Nonetheless this 
was a worthwhile visit.

In the afternoon we experienced a real contrast as 
we ventured into the East End of London to visit the Dr 
Barnardo’s Ragged School Museum, so called because 
when Dr Barnardo, who was training to become a doctor 
at the Royal London Hospital prior to going as a missionary 
to China with the China Inland Mission (for which he was 
turned down) saw the appalling conditions of squalor in 
which the children of that part of London lived, in rags 
and without shoes or much food. Seeing this he felt such 
compassion that in 1877 he bought an old warehouse to 
turn into a school for the poor. Between 1877 and 1905, 
the year Dr Barnardo died, the Ragged School had provided 
schooling for over 55,000 boys and girls. This education 
consisted of mathematics, reading, writing and religious 
studies. It was sufficient for many to get into different kinds 
of employment. We were able to experience something of 
what the schooling might have been like as we sat at the 
original desks in the girls’ school room that would have 
originally seated over 100 children! The contrast between 
the appalling poverty of those living in the East End and the 
opulence of those living in the West End of London, both 
in the late 19th century and even now, was not lost on any 
of us. It was only three years before Barnardo’s death in 
1905 that the 1902 Education Act was being implemented 
as local authorities began to provide the rudiments of an 
education for elementary children

The third event was on the 21st March when Michael 
Willoughby talked about the human costs of World War 1. 
Because Michael had come across one of his family who 
died in the battle of the Somme and because he knew 
little about him he became interested in the backgrounds 
of soldiers whose names appear on War Memorials in the 
villages in and around Reading and Henley. Unlike many 
talks on World War 1 which sanitise the horrors of the war 
this talk was both personal and emotional. We were shown 
pieces of military ordinance found in the fields of Flanders, 
as well as the book that the speaker had produced, after 
considerable research, about the lives of 2,500 men from 
Henley and the surrounding area who were killed in the 
war. Named ‘Lest we Forget: Remember each one was 
somebody’s son’ the title summed up the tenor of the talk 
brilliantly and gave us all much food for thought.

The CHS meets fortnightly on a Wednesday evening in 
the hall attached to Caversham Heights Methodist Church. 

Bowls Club Open Days
‘The Island Bohemian Bowls Club’ open days are on Sunday 13th May from 2.30 to 

4.30 p.m. and Monday 14th May from 6 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. We welcome existing bowlers 
or those trying the game for the first time. If you cannot make the above dates, we do free 
coaching on Monday evenings from May onwards.  

Bowling is for all ages and can be family fun, a social activity or a competitive sport; it’s 
what you make it. The game of bowls is an excellent way of keeping active, a low impact 
outdoor sport, with time to socialise and make new friends. The club has a licensed bar 
and organises social events throughout the year. 

‘The Island Bohemian Bowls Club’ is situated on an island in the Thames providing a 
tranquil get away, just minutes from the bustle of Reading town centre. To arrive at the club 
you need to take a short ferry crossing.

The ferry points from either river bank, are at the end of Brigham Rd, RG1 8DP and at 
the end of Wolsey Rd, RG4 8BY

We do hope to see you on one of our open days and only ask that you wear flat-soled 
shoes or trainers. For more information ring, Ann: 0118 941 5270  or visit our website:  
www.islandbohemian.co.uk

Caversham WI
As has been the practice for the last five decades, Caversham WI held its Annual 

Meeting in March. We elected a new committee to take us through the next year, reviewed 
the highlights of the past year and discussed some of our options for developing the 
group for the year ahead. We were fortunate to be able to assist with the Kiosk cafe in 
Caversham Court Garden in 2017, which was very enjoyable, in addition to pursuing our 
monthly schedule of speakers. We hope to be able to continue and grow, and this year 
we will actively support the National WI campaigns such as finding ways to relieve local 
loneliness. We have started several key conversations and hope to be able to announce 
some exciting news soon.

The new programme has been finalised – and includes a mixture of local interest and 
as ‘far out’ as space travel. So far we have welcomed five new members in 2018, and 
hope to see the group continue to expand throughout 2018/19.
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A.F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING
Telephone

0118 957 3537

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Te l : ( 0 1 4 9 1 )   5 7 3 3 7 0

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

M.J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE            Telephone 947 5582

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper 
delivered to you monthly?

Caversham Thameside Parish Office
Church Street, Caversham Library

and Woodcote Way News

Email us at:
cavershambridgenews@gmail.com

giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper
can be purchased from:

• Premium Amtico Retailer

• Independent family run business

• Top brand name flooring at the lowest price 

• Samples to view in your home/office

• Free advice / free quotes

• Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

• Fast turn around on fitting if required

Tel: 01189 580 4455
10a Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8 EQ

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk/www.richfield flooring.co.uk

MAPLEDURHAM  PARISH  HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen & 
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:  
• Children's parties / Family celebrations
• Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions

• Drama & Music Groups  

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

Building and Roofing SpecialistBuilding and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804

FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

For a Clinic appointment please call

Ship Ahoy!
Pirate Day to launch a new play area at St. Martin’s Catholic Primary School, Emmer 

Green was held on Thursday March 22nd. The children and their teachers in the reception 
class dressed as buccaneers to celebrate the launch of the brand new pirate-themed play 
area at the school. 

The Reception playground at St Martin’s is now shipshape with the addition of an 
impressive pirate ship and train which have been funded by the efforts of the PSA.  Parents 
were invited to the official ribbon cutting by Deputy Head teacher at St. Martin’s and St. 
Anne’s, Mrs Sarah Bernto, while the children enjoyed a whole day of pirate activities. 

According to Margot Buller, Executive Head (St. Martin’s and St, Anne’s) “Playing 
outside is fundamental to the social and physical wellbeing of our students and our new 
play area will help them to thrive and learn in a fun environment.  We are lucky to have 
such supportive parents and PSA to make all of this possible, it’s what makes our school 
a special place for children, staff and the parent community.”

Representing the PSA, Zoe de la Pascua said “I’m so grateful to everybody who 
dedicates their time so generously to our events, it’s wonderful to see our fundraising 
efforts come together and I’m thrilled that the transformation of the Reception playground 
will benefit our children for years to come.”  

News from St Anne’s School
Before the end of term, Father Patrick celebrated Mass 

in the hall of St Anne’s school for the whole school and for 
a handful of parishioners who were able to attend.  

The children joined in the hymns and clapped 
enthusiastically for the last verse of a couple of them and 
they also sang the Sanctus and the Agnus Dei. They were 
accompanied on the piano and by the recorder group. 

Father Patrick addressed his homily to the children, 
asking what they thought Easter was all about.  He was 
pleased to get, among the answers about Easter Eggs, 
a mention of the promise of eternal life.  The scripture 
readings and the bidding prayers were confidently and 
reverently read by pupils from different year groups. 

On the last afternoon of term, an Easter service of 
hymns and readings was held to help everyone prepare for 
the sorrows of Good Friday and the final triumph of Easter 
Sunday.  

ROSEHILL WI
President Margaret Pyle welcomed all members and visitors present to our March 

meeting which is our AGM.  The record of the February 2018 meeting is available for all to 
see.    The sales table and raffle continue to make good amounts each month. Margaret 
Seal handed out the birthday buttonholes.

We were reminded that subscriptions for 2018 are now due.  Also the balance of the 
Mill Theatre trip on 14th June is due.  Diaries for 2019 can now be ordered at a price 
of £4.70, and we have only got through Easter!!  The Annual Meeting of the Caversham 
group of WIs will be held on 23rd May at Caversham Heights Methodist Church Hall, 
Highmoor Road, tickets costing £5.00 are available from Treasurer, Judith Sharp.

The Annual General Meeting was held and Mary Robinson, Secretary gave the 
Committee’s Annual Report, reminding us of the very interesting and varied speakers 
we had heard during the year, plus our birthday party, summer cream tea and harvest 
lunch. Members had attended the Berkshire Federation Spring Council Meeting and the 
Caversham Group of WI’s Meeting. An outing to a lunch and matinee performance at the 
Mill at Sonning in June proved a great success.

Members also continue to support the Royal Berkshire Hospital, making 12 twiddle 
muffs for patients with dementia, 14 blankets and 2 dignity shawls for the elderly care 
wards, plus 31 hats, 27 cardigans and 15 blankets for Buscot Ward.  In addition we 
have also donated 341 emergency toiletry packs for A&E and 6 jumpers for Christian 
Community Action. 

Our President’s Address commenced with proposing and adopting of the annual report.  
Margaret then went on to say that she was retiring as president after seven years in office, 
and thanked all the committee and helpers for their hard work during that time. Yvonne 
Wright is also retiring from the committee and she was presented with a bouquet.  Three 
new members were welcomed: Gill Sawyer, Carol Adams and Brenda Thames.

Finally Arlene Riley was elected as our new President.
We meet on the first Wednesday of the month at St Barnabas Village Hall, Emmer Green 

at 2.00 p.m.

CHAZEY WI
On a cold March evening members gathered for our 

Annual Meeting. We were very pleased to have the company 
of Hilary, our outgoing President who spoke to the meeting. 
Hilary has been a great President, full of enthusiasm and 
ideas. After the election of our new President, Valerie 
Holden, we gathered together for refreshments and the 
committee met over tea/coffee to decide the officers. We 
welcomed a new WI member to the committee, making 
our number up to six plus the President. The result of the 
competition was Ann Jones (1st); Mary Wall (2nd), and 
Theresa Manning (3rd). The raffle was won by Carol and 
our bi-annual bursary winner was Rowena Sumner. 

Chazey WI will meet on the first Wednesday in the 
month at the Caversham Heights Methodist Church Hall 
beginning at 2.30 p.m. We welcome new members and for 
further information email chazeywi@gmail.com
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www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB
Visit our showroom at

Chimney Sweeping
Wood & Multi-Fuel Stoves

Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires
Installation Service

Tel: 0118 9463060

Bedrooms – Studies – Alcoves 
Bespoke Storage Solutions

Kentwood Garden Services
Have your Garden maintained 

Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared

For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on

0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944
Turfing        Fencing        Hedge-cutting        Patios

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

• Your problem is ours
• Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet  Reading 07952 668959

••
••

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports • Weddings • Special occasions

Local reliable service

Ray Noble Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Proprietor Email: jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

www.caversham.org.uk
THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for
information about
Caversham and
beyond.

1Electrics
Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements

For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

er-electrica

ARRIVE
in style

In our vintage 
Route Master 
1964 Double 
Decker Bus.
Available for
Weddings, 
School Proms, 
special 
occasions or 
a nostalgic trip.

Phone 0118 9473124 / 07860 842 760
barrywoolford@icloud.com

www.pasttimebus.com

PLASTERER
   Domestic and Commercial

Experienced & Reliable 
Local references available

For a free quotation telephone
Luti Zylfo:  07766 668092

Steve Daniels
Painting and Decorating

25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified

For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Will Writing and Lasting Power of Attorney 
(LPA) specialists.

Planning for the future, today. 
Call or email to book a free, no obligation, consultation 

to discuss your requirements in the comfort of your own 
home.  Evening and weekend appointments available.

www.langdalewills.co.uk
enquiries@langdalewills.co.uk       0118 348 7787

NETLEY LANDSCAPES
Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND

TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

















 





 











BOILER REPLACEMENT 
SPECIALIST

• All Gas Work Undertaken  •  Servicing
• Landlord Safety Certificates  •  Central Heating

Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to under-
perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state

of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158

for free quote

1st Berkshire Roofing & Property Services

30 years experience/Free estimates/No job too small
 

Slate & tile roofs, flat felt & lead roofing repairs 
Shed roofs re-felted; Chimneys re-pointed

 UVC fascias and cladding repaired/renewed
Gutters cleaned, repaired/renewed; Moss removal

Gardens tidied & cleared; Fencing repaired/replaced
Painting & decorating internal and external

 Call Jim Long – 0118 327 4783/07570 079700


